Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org

28" Sunday in ordinary time

12" October 2025
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £531 £1,253

Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

Weekday Masses
Mon 9.00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Fri  7:30pm Dromara

ANNIVERSARIES

Dechomet
Bernard McElroy
Eileen Fitzpatrick
Mon 13th  William & Elizabeth Burns
Sat 18t  Michelle Doyle

Sat 11th

Leitrim
Mary Jo Malone MM
Rory Savage
Wed 15t Willie McCartan (Ballymaginthy)
Matt & Kathleen Ward & Deceased

Sat 11th

Family Members
Sat18t%  Mary, Jimmy, John & Bel Malone
Marc McAnulty
Dromara
Fri 17th  Seamus Braniff

Sun 19t  Edward McBride
Peter, Catherine, Peter & James McKenny

The Rosary will be prayed at the Windy Gap
on Sat 24th Oct at 8pm sharp

November Masses for Recently Deceased
Mon 3rd Dechomet
Wed 5th Leitrim
Fri 7t Finnis
All at 7:30pm

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
Stephen Sherry 073 0124 6329
safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Thank you for your continued contributions

Evora Hospice
Thank you to all who gave so generously last week.
£1,061 was collected. If anyone wishes to make a
donation, please put it in an envelope marked
"Hospice” and place it on the collection basket.

Leitrim Cemetery
The work has begun. There is no vehicular
access allowed when the work is being done,
please respect the workers and allow them
to get the project completed.

Do This in Memory
The First Communion preparation
programme continues on 19th / 20th Oct.
The children are asked to bring rosary beads
which will be blessed at mass.
Anyone who wants to have their beads
blessed, please bring them to mass.

Youth Choir
The Youth Choir will meet on Weds every
fornight in Immaculate Conception
Next meeting Wed 2274 7pm

Peter Morgan's Cottage:
Wed 22nd Oct 7:30pm with Trevor Martin,
Learn how to Research Your Family History
(£10 Suggested Donation)

‘We welcome into Drumgooland Parish
Isal Rose Sharpe
and Mikah Mila McCabe

Many Happy Returns to Maureen Boyd who
celebrated her 9o™ Birthday recently.

Unfortunately, we are still unable to
upload the Bulletin & the Sunday Message
to the Parish website.

We are hoping to resolve this very soon.
Apologies for the inconvenience.
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Today's Gospel is the famous story about the clea"s. ng of lepers. Leprosy is the name the
Bibke gives to many forms of skin disease, and nof necessarily to the medical condition
known today as leprosy, which ks more ac;ur.:tﬁl“"allﬁd Hansen's Diseass

Thi Blble has detalled rules {especially In the Sook of Levitiows) for detecting such skin
diseazes. It treats them not Just 35 & medical condition but 35 ona that also carrles adagrae of
relglous Impunty. Anclent medical knowledge was very limited, and slckness usually carried
relglous as well a5 & physlcal signiicance. That Is wiy tha Blode ghvas a priest responsiiolity for
a5Ee6EINg the degree of contaglon and whether It s a serlows casa and, finally, certitying that
the suffersr |5 cured.

It's poesible that these 10 wiotims are INIng together ina kind of setlement set aslde for
peopha B them, a kind of leprasarium. They obsarve the rules of avalding contact with other
pecpia, but Instead of callng out that they are ‘unciean,” a5 the Law reguinss, thay ask Jasus
T take pity on them. He tells them ta go to the priasts responsible for asesEIng thelr skin
conditian. On the way, they reallse that thelr skin has sudcenty Imgroved.

It Is here we dlscover the point of this story. Ming of those wha have b2en cured continue thelr
|oumey, eager to maet thelr loved ones and get back Inta the fiow of sveryoay Ife. Who would
[olame them? But one acts differently - the 3amarttan who retums to throw himsaif In gratiuds
at Jesus feat. J2EUE recognises that It s 2 foralgnar wha has returnad to ghve thanks. His

final words to the Samarttan - "Stand up and §o on Wour way, your falth has saved you™ - ara a
reminder that the Gospel's massage of salvaton will eveniually come 1o the Samantans also.
Jesls has semonstratad cnce more, as he did In the story of the Good Samaritan, how open
thesa peaple ans 1o recelving the good naws of salation. B

REFLECT during the Cowvid Iockdown know exacty
whak they meaan by skin hunger.
are all very palmhully aware now g o "

of what It's like to be physlcaly It ghves us & good kdea of what Iife was ks

cut off from others. DUring the far the lepers In taday’s Gospel. If yau look

Covid pandemic, we all had to practiss
soclal distancing to keep oursaives safe and
prevenit tha highiy contaglous IINess from
spreading. it was a stressful ime, especially
for those Iving alone and older paopile cut
off from thelr familles. Despite the advances
In communications technology which
enabled paopie to stay connected and

o 582 each othar on FaceTime oF Zooim,
peopie felt the pain of Isalatien. They felt the
absence of pysical contact - 3 Nandshake,
Hl.lg. klsE, anembrace, 3 shoulder to cry

on, the physical expression of Indmacy we
nesad In ondier to flourish and grovw. Peoole
experlencad what 60cial ECentsts cal 'skin
nunger’ touch deprivation. Experts say

SKIn hunger ks a major factor In ncidents of
deprasslon amang humans. All of us who
wera physically cut off from loved ones

at the word ‘disease,’ youll natice [t mads
Wp of twa parts: ‘dis-, which usualy means
that something I out of place, e.. disorser
or dislacated, and 'ease’ ar comfort

T sufter from ‘disease’ In this senses s
SOMething Worse than Just being slck.

The legers had o practiss soclal dstancing.
TI"I-E'j' wera remowad from thelr familles and
from the rest of soclety. Thay suffered not
onily from their skin condition but aksa fram
SKIN hunger. No wonder they pleaded with
Jesus t help tham. Mo wander that, after
Deing healed, ning of them Were 50 excieg
they forgot to thank Jesus for rastoring their
Ives and thelr familias to them.

Allthe heallng stories of Jesus bring out
this point: that he cvercomes dis-ease’ -

ssage
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SAY

“I thank you, Lord, for all you hawe
glven me. Help me always to have a
grateful heart.”

WIslt & lovad ane who Ives alane or i a nursing
home and bring them some of the ‘ease’ and
comfart of the healing pressncs of Jegus

PRAY

When the Samaritan retumE to Jesus to say
thariss, Jesus teills him that It is his fattn that
nas made him 'wel. Because the Samaritan
believed, he was restored to health. Ask the
Lord to Increase your faltn,

Christlans are people with grateful nearts

Tharichiiness |5 actively acknowiesging what
God and athers do for us and articulating I,
making sure o ket them know

L oy
y

the distancing of suffering peopie from the
communiity where they should be loved
and eherished - evary bit 25 much as he
overcomes physkcal liness.

It's 3 lesson for haw we should treat the
sick and the Isolated. It s not easy to be
old or slck today. We Ive In a youth- and
beauty-obsassed culture, tha worid of
‘Instagram-face,' that promaotes unrealistic,
filtered versions of peapile. In this world of
glamour and the Influencer, of digts and
warkouts, of brenzed bodles and chiseled
looks, the old, sick, and disabled can be
overkoked, exciuded, isolated from public
view, forgotien, Some people refuse ta visit
hospltals or nursing homes becauss e too
distressing. There & an Impuisa to dooge
the reallty of lineEs, decay, and old age.

Jesls excluded nobady from his love

and attertion. He cared especially far the
marginalsed and discarded ones. He wants
uB 12 do kewise. B
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