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Site History / Analysis
•	 Adjacent to State Route 96a			

(West Avenue)
•	 Site of old water tower
•	 Currently underutilized / no program-

ming
•	 History of flooding from stream
•	 Stream bisects wild half/maintained
•	 No bridge to cross the stream
•	 Lack of accessibility
•	 No separation from highway traffic
•	 Only street-facing half of property is 

maintained

Rain Garden:
•	 Less deep (2’)
•	 Have plants
•	 Collects water from roof, 

driveway or street and allow 
it to soak into the ground

•	 Safer than retention pond
•	 Cause less problems
•	 More aesthetically pleasing

Retention 
Pond:

•	 Holds more water
•	 More deep (4’+)
•	 No vegetation, can only keep 

water
•	 Might disperse water faster 

when rainfall events happen
•	 Permanent pool
•	 Improve water quality down-

stream
•	 Drowning hazard

583 residents
100% rural
95% white

Demographics at a glance
40% aged 45 and older

Median Household Income +50,139
source: DataUSA / Wikipedia

Goals:
•	 Activate whole site to engage residents
•	 Help mitigate flooding with a water feature
•	 Aesthetically pleasing ecological design
•	 Natural and environmentally sustainable
•	 Create a gathering space for all residents
•	 Educational opportunities for South Seneca 

Elementary students and residents
•	 Design spaces for recreational activities
•	 Guaging the public’s desires 			

through surveys
•	 Adhering to limited budget

A Park for All Ages
Redes ign ing  Inter laken’s  Former Water  Tower S i te

Design Connect is a 
multidisciplinary, 
student-run, community 
design organization based 
at Cornell University.

Interlaken Community Park
3567-3521 West Avenue

1. To what age group do you belong?
□ 0-10
□ 10-18
□ 18-45
□ 45-65
□ 65+
□ Prefer not to respond

2. What is your employment status?
□ Student
□ Employed full-time (>35 hrs/wk)
□ Employed part-time (<35 hrs/wk)
□ Retired
□ Prefer not to respond

3. On average, how often do you use the current site?
□ Once a week
□ Once a month
□ Once a year
□ Rarely
□ Never

4. What amount of time could you be willing to assist in 
maintaining the park?
□ None
□ 1 to 5 hours a week
□ More than 5 hours a week

If you answered 1+ hours a week, would you be willing to 
be contacted by a member of the Village Board to coor-
dinate maintenance? □ Yes  □ No. If yes, please list your 
preferred contact information.

_______________________________________________

The Village of Interlaken and Design Connect are 
looking for your input regarding the proposed 2-acre 
park at the former water tower site on the south end 
of West Avenue(NY-96a). Beyond the goal of creating 
a retention pond to help mitigate further flooding 
in the village, we would like your input for how the 
community can further utilize the site.  

Help shape YOUR new park!

To submit this paper survey, please drop off the com-
pleted form in a drop box at 3509 West Avenue or 
personally to Village Trustee Tony DelPlato.
Thank you!

5. How do you travel within the village?
□ Walking
□ Bicycle
□ Automobile
□ Other: _____________________
□ Prefer not to respond

6. Please RANK the following activities in order of your 
preference. (1= top priority, 12=least priority)
___ Water wading
___ Sun bathing
___ Playing sports: which sport? ______________
___ Outdoor playing 
___ Barbecue
___ Community / social events
___ Movie screening
___ Bird watching
___ Nature hiking
___ Working out: walk / run
___ Working out: resistance training
___ Tending plants

7. Please RANK what you want to see physically in the 
park in order of preference. (1= top priority, 12=least 
priority)
___ Amphitheater
___ Gazebo
___ Bird observatory
___ Nature trails
___ Basketball court
___ Sculpture garden
___ Botanical garden
___ Community garden
___ Playground
___ Historic / natural educational park signage
___ Barbecue grills
___ Park benches or park tables

Thank you for your time.

For additional suggestions or questions regarding the Interlaken Park 
project, please feel free to write to us at designconnect@cornell.edu.

Interlaken Community Park
3567-3521 West Avenue

Help shape YOUR new park!

The Village of Interlaken and Design Connect are 
looking for your input regarding the proposed 2-acre 
park at the former water tower site on the south end 
of West Avenue(NY-96a). Beyond the goal of creating 
a retention pond to help mitigate further flooding in 
the village, we would like your input for how South 
Seneca Elementary can further utilize the site.  

1. What grade(s) do you teach?
□ Pre-Kindergarten / Kindergarten
□ 1st Grade
□ 2nd Grade
□ 3rd Grade
□ 4th Grade
□ 5th Grade
□ Other: ___________________________________

4. What size is the largest class you teach?
□ Under 5 students
□ 6-10 students
□ 11-15 students
□ 16-20 students
□ 21-25 students
□ 26 or more students

2. Generally speaking, what subject(s) do you teach?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

3. Given the subject(s) you teach, how can the park 
be integrated with your lesson plan(s)?
□ Field trip
□ Outdoor class
□ Livestream
□ Sample collection
□ Homework
□ Other: ___________________________________

5. Would you be open to an outdoor class / field trip 
to the proposed park?
□ Yes
□ No

6. If yes, how often would you be willing to take an 
outdoor class / field trip to the proposed park?
□ More than once per week
□ Once a week
□ Once a month
□ Once a semester
□ Once a school year
□ Other: ___________________________________

7. What mode of transportation would you use to get 
to the park?
□ Walking
□ School bus
□ Other: ___________________________________

8. What specific equipment to facilitate learning or 
safety equipmet would you need or suggest be inte-
grated with the park to make visits more engaging 
and fruitful?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

_________________________________________

Other commments/suggestions: _______________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Design Connect is a 
multidisciplinary, 
student-run, community 
design organization based 
at Cornell University.

For additional suggestions or questions regarding the Interlaken Park 
project, please feel free to write to us at designconnect@cornell.edu.
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Overall, the site consists of mostly meadow/wetland species, small shrubs, small trees, and more estab-
lished larger trees. 

On the lawn side of the stream the plants I documented are below. 
- Black raspberry 
- Goldenrod 
- Calico aster 
- Box elder 
- Black walnut 
- Ground elder 
- Buckthorn 
- Orchard grass 
- Common burdock 
- Privet 
- Longleaf groundcherry 
- American elm 
- American chestnut 
- Tree of heaven 
- Virgin’s bower 
- Common mullen 
- Red osier dogwood 
- Sugar maple 

Most of these plants are common native species, productive, and stabilizing for the river bank. There’s 
good variety for seasonal interest, and a pretty decent variety for forage. 
One the woods side of the stream the vegetation I documented are below. 
- Buckthorn 
- Black raspberry 
- Privet 
- Tall sugar maples 
- Black walnut 
- Oriental bittersweet 
- White ash 
- Buckthorn 
- Dwarf honeysuckle 
- American linden 
- Horseweed
- Goldenrod 
- Orchard grass 
- Tree of heaven 
- Calico asters 
- Black locust 

Similarly to the other side of the stream, this side consists mostly of meadow and wetland vegetation. 
This side however, has much taller and established trees like the american linden, sugar maples, black wal-
nut, and black locust. There is an increase in invasives on this side and sections of the forest appear more 
“jungle” like due to the oriental bittersweet and buckthorn. The ground/shrub layer is predominantly cov-
ered by the black raspberry and privet. Overall I think a lot of the woods can be left alone if we plan on 
making established trails-- I don’t think much needs to be removed. The invasives such as tree of heaven, 
oriental bittersweet, and buckthorn can be removed to reduce competition and strain on the ecosystem. 
Additionally, some plants have hazards that we may want to consider such as the thorns on the black 
raspberries and huge, heavy, fruits of the black walnut. Those two plants dominate the forest side of the 
site so we may want to thin out their prevalence. There are also a number of upright and fallen snags 
that look unattractive and can eventually be hazardous for people walking around in the woods, so those 
should be removed. On both sides of the river, there is an abundance of boxelders, both larger and more 
established, and small saplings. We can also probably thin out the prevalence of these trees for aesthetics. 

Site Analysis Plant Species

Black Walnut  | Juglans nigra 
The fruit, leaves and roots of black walnut 
trees contain a chemical, juglone, that can 
have a devastating impact on the roots 
of other plants. The toxin is so strong it 
can damage and even kill off vegetatative 
growth around the tree. Additionally, the 
fruits are large and hard creating a hazard-
ous environment for those walking under-
neath a tree.

The tree of heaven is a problem because it repro-
duces very quickly and aggressively inhibits (and 
can even kill) native plants near it. This invasive 
plant produces an overly abundant amount of 
seeds, crowds out native species with its dense 
thickets and secretes a chemical into the soil that 
is toxic to surrounding plants. The plant has also 
helped advance the spread of the spotted lantern-
fly, an invasive insect also originally from China. 

Tree of Heaven  | Ailanthus altissima

Oriental bittersweet can overrun natural 
vegetation, forming nearly pure stands in 
forests. It can strangle shrubs and small 
trees, and weaken mature trees by gir-
dling the trunk and weighting the crown, 
making the tree more susceptible to 
damage.

Oriental Bittersweet | Celastrus orbiculatus

Buckthorn forms an impenetrable layer of vege-
tation in the canopy and subcanopy. Buckthorn 
will outcompete native plants for nutrients, light, 
and moisture. It will degrade wildlife habitat and 
threaten the future of forests, wetlands, prairies, 
and other natural habitats. The plant contributes 
to erosion by shading out other plants that grow 
on the forest floor. 

Common Buckthorn  | Rhamnus cathartica
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Unwanted Species Removal Priority List
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Rain Catchment Sytem - Rain Garden
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Project Challenges
•	 Limited budget
•	 Covid-19 limiting 	

in-person meetings

•	 Site size limitation 		
< 2 acres

•	 Schedules of DC team to 
make site visit

•	 Needs for specific 	
engineering analysis for 	
retention pond

•	 Limits of DC team	
knowledge

Design Connect Interlaken Team:

B-B
B

B

A

A

A-A

Xiaomeng Cai MLA, Debbie Jung DEA, Cynthia Liao BLA/CRP - PM, 
Adhish Parkar MRP, Jason Rearick MRP - PM, Kiki Shinsato BLA, 
Lily Stern DEA, Vieno Stinson MRP, Chenxin Sun MPS-LA
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Village Board
•	 Mayor and four 

trustees
•	 Client and main 

contact

South Seneca Elementary
•	 Public school that 

serves  Covert, Lodi, 
Ovid, and Romulus

•	 Approx. 800 students

Other Stakeholders
•	 STEPS (Seneca Towns Engaging Peo-

ple for Solutions)
•	 Interlaken Community Action Group
•	 Local businesses, faith communities 

and other governmental entities

site

•	 1779 CE •	 1800 CE
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