
Sunday, March 15, 2026 – 9:30 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
TODAY’S FOCUS: WITNESS. Would you witness about Jesus if you knew it would cause you to 
be run out of town? And after being run out of town, would you still love Jesus? Or would you 
be asking — as I might — how much is this healing supposed to cost me?   
 
 
PRELUDE — Brendan Krueger 
 
 
INTROIT — Blaine Lee on Bagpipes 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS — Lin 
 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST — Lin 
 
 
*OPENING HYMN   UMH #454 “Open My Eyes That I May See” 
1 Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
 
REFRAIN: Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
2. Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
And while the wavenotes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. REFRAIN 
 
3. Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere;  
Open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. REFRAIN 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP by Safihah Fosua — Rusty Goetze 
One: People of God, you are welcome in the presence of God, no matter what has happened  
 in your life. 
Many: We worship the God who sees the end from the beginning and already knows the  
 outcome of every situation.  
One: People of God, you are welcome in the presence of God, no matter how you look. 
Many: We rejoice to know that God sees beyond good looks or accomplishments, wealth or  
 social connections; God sees the heart.  
One: No matter who we are or how life has treated us, 



Many: We are all welcome in God’s house! 
All: Let us come before the Lord with thanks and praise! 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER — Lin    
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC — Margaret Regnier and Betsy Foushee 
  
 
HYMN     TFWS #2233 “Where Children Belong” 
 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY — Kermit Welty 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: John 9:1-41 — Rusty, Jenny & Abby Goetze 

1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then 
how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread 
it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They 
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to 
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews 
did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We 



know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So for 
the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They 
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered 
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You 
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he 
opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and 
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven 
him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 
answered, “And who is he, sir?[f] Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to 
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so 
that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some 
of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 
are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that 
you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

 
MESSAGE    “Truth or Consequences”   Rev. Lin Cheek 
 
 
RESPONSIVE HYMN   UMH #451 “Be Thou My Vision”  
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
3. Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%209&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26466f


 
 
OFFERTORY — Brendan Krueger 
 
 
*DOXOLOGY   UMH #94 
 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION — Rusty Goetze 
All: God of wonders and miracles, let us never stop telling the world about your amazing love. 
As we give back a portion of what you have already given us, we pray that you bless it to heal 
the broken-hearted, feed the hungry, and open the eyes of those who have never seen your 
glory. We give you all honor and praise, in the name of your son, Jesus the Christ. Amen.  
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER — Lin  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN   UMH #206 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
1. I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
 
REFRAIN: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
2. I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. REFRAIN 
 
3. I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. REFRAIN 
 
 
*BENEDICTION — Lin 
 
 
EXTROIT — Blaine Lee on Bagpipes 
 
 
POSTLUDE — Brendan Krueger 
 



 
Prelude/Postlude—Brendan Krueger   Accomp.— Brendan Krueger   
Offertory— Brendan Krueger    Song Leader — Bonnie Clark   
Organ — Betsy Foushee    Violin — Rae Ann Norell  
Liturgist —Rusty, Jenny & Abby Goetze  Children’s Message— Kermit Welty 
Special Music: Betsy & Margaret 
  
 
 


