Calendar At A Glance
Sundays, Dec. 4, 11, 18, 25,
Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00 am
Communion & Anointing - Dec. 4
Sunday School - Mornings “Live”
with Jesus - 9:45 am
Prayer Group
Wednesday Dec 7, 14, 21, 28
6:15 pm
Faith Builders Class
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 13, 20 27
7:00 pm
Men’s Open Bible Study
Wednesday, Dec 7, 14, 21, 28
6:00 am
Pastor’s Bible Study
Monday, Dec 5, 12, 19,
7:00 pm15
Praise Choir Practice
Thursday, Dec. 8,
7:00 pm
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
7:00 pm & 8:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28
9:30 am
Exercise Class - 11:30 am
Wednesday, Dec 7, 14, 21, 28
Thursday, 6:30 pm - Dec. 1, 8, 15,
22, 29
Meetings
Church Council - Wednesday,
Dec. 14, 7:00 pm
Clergy Support Group - Thursday,
Dec. 8, 9:00 am
Epilogue - Wednesday, Dec. 21
12:00 noon
Evangelism
Wednesday, No Meeting
Missions - Tuesday, Dec. 6
7:00 pm
SPRC - Wednesday, No Meeting
Trustees - Tuesday, Dec. 13
6:30 pm, room 24
Thursday, Dec. 15
6:00 pm at the
Colony Restaurant
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The Magic of Christmas Does NOT Equal Buying More

I started writing this article wanting to downplay the commercialization of the season, but that is NOT an original idea. I
found internet references to articles more than 30 years old and
information that the early pagans had started commercialization
of Christmas to take away the integrity of celebrating Jesus’
birth.
So, I decided to write about the magic of the season. I thought
about talking about old toy catalogs or home decorations or
music concerts that are available. Then I realized this article
should be about the magic of Lakewood UMC, both during the
Christmas season and year round.
Here are a few recent examples: Many of us celebrated new
friendships with members of the Saint James AME Church on
Sunday, November 20th at the 2nd service and at lunch afterwards. Some of us celebrated the magic of Christmas by decorating the church for the season on Saturday the 26th. Its
beautiful if you haven’t seen it. During that same time, about a
dozen of us celebrated the season with about 2 dozen others
as we spent a few hours helping to build a ramp to enable Rev.
Alberto Pons to more easily get in and out of his home as he
recovers. That was Magic. Old friends reminisced as they
worked. Some people made new friends. One couple brought
2 of their adult children (plus spouses) and 6 of their young
adult grandchildren to help. What a way to Celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas.
The Magic of Christmas continues at the church. Nine new
members joined the church on the 27th. An Advent Study
group meeting on Monday evenings, the familiar hymns of the
season and the Advent wreath lightings each Sunday, Advent
By Candlelight on the 29th, a Christmas concert by Presque Isle
Chorale on Sunday, December 11th and finally the two worship
services on Christmas Eve, we have many opportunities to celebrate the birth of Jesus without getting too hooked on the
commercialization of the season.
May each of you have a safe and blessed Advent Season and
Merry Christmas. Remember you all help make the magic of
the season for yourselves and those close to you as you celebrate Christ’s birth.
Suzie Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S PAGE
“Presents or Presence?”
A recent article in our United Methodist magazine for church leaders, Interpreter, really caught my attention. It was an article about technology and our use of screens. No, not necessarily the big screen you
see in the sanctuary, but the little screens that we use on a daily basis –
an iPad, a smart phone, a tablet, a PC, or even a TV screen.
All of us, well maybe just a lot of us, love the new technology that allows
us access to information so quickly. We can stay in touch with our
friends, download music, get our news almost instantly, obtain answers
to the questions we have and so much more. We love the advantages that electronic technology
has brought us.
This particular article was titled, “Abandon the screens; focus on the people.” Rev. Jeremy Steele
reports that recent research is showing that a growing number of YOUNG people are choosing to
put down the screens so they can spend more face time with their friends and family, and time with
God. I was so encouraged to hear this.
“Research seems to indicate that as our engagement with the many screens in our world
increases, it decreases the time we are engaged with people in other ways. As that happens, we
become less and less able to relate and empathize with others. Young adults involved in faith are
sensing this and turning to less technology tools to explore and grow spiritually.” My heart was
strangely warmed to read this.
Young people aren’t giving up their screens by any means. But they are realizing something is lost when they focus only on an electronic reality. More time on Facebook means less time
to sit quietly to hear God’s voice. More time in front of video games means less time to read the
Bible and search out its meaning. More time in front of the TV, well we’ve heard the arguments
against television viewing for decades. TV watching does not improve your personal relationships,
either with family, friends or God.
At Christmas we celebrate God leaving the domain of Heaven and choosing to be born a
baby in a cattle stall. With such humble beginnings, God chose to relate to the human race, face to
face. The remarkable truth of Christmas is that God is among us, not far removed in some distant
part of the universe, but God has walked the dirt paths of our lives, and knows what we’re going
through. He still does.
“Immanuel,” God is with us, the hope and promise of Christmas. Better than presents is His
presence. And perhaps the best gift we can give another is our presence. Instead of sitting in front
of the screen scrolling through Facebook posts, let’s sit down with our family and talk, play games,
go for a walk, or go for a ride and view the lights together.
Don’t forget those who have no one at the holiday season. A phone call, a visit, or even a
card to a lonely person can mean the world. As God is present to us, let us be present to one another. God’s presence is priceless, and so is yours. I hope to see you in Church. Have a blessed
Christmas!

~Love in Christ, Pastor Bob
Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on December 4th. We will receive the sacrament up front where the servers will hold the bread and cup trays while the people come forward
to receive.
Prayer and Anointing: will be offered on December 4th. After both services, we will have a brief
prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.
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Upcoming events
December 11: Sunday - Presque Isle Chorale Concert, Sunday, 3:00 pm
December 14: Wednesday - Church Council Meeting: at 7pm Church Council WILL have a December meeting. This is a very important meeting as we will be voting on the 2017 budget,
and reviewing and voting on our church goals for 2017. Your attendance is vitally important.
December 15: Thursday - Trustees Dinner at the Colony Restaurant - 6:00 pm
December 18: Sunday - Scouts Pancake Breakfast
December 24: Christmas Eve Services - will be at 4 pm (children-friendly with the Sonlight Puppets
giving the message), and at 9 pm, with traditional carols, candle-light and Holy Communion.
Worshipers will take a piece of bread and dip it into the juice and receive, known as intinction.
(Please note the change in times from other years!)
December 25: Christmas Day Service 11 am (One Service Only)
January 1: SPRC Meeting - 6:30 pm.
January 11: SPRC meeting - January 11, 6:30 pm.
January 21: Movie Night - “90 Days In Heaven”
February 4 - (tentative): Our first Coffee House evening is coming the first weekend in February!!!
Looking forward to a full house with members and their friends!!! All are welcome-from the
youngest to the oldest!
January 21- Movie Night - “90 Days In Heaven”
Epilogue Luncheon
The Epilogue Group, Lakewood’s widow and widowers group, is going to the Shrine Club, 2525
West 38th Street, on Wednesday, December 21, 2016 for their Christmas luncheon. They will meet
at the Church to carpool and will leave at 11:30 a.m. for the club. The group meets on the third
Wednesday of every month and goes to local restaurants to share a time of good food and good fellowship. The group was started by Mary Geib and Louann Andrews and the name means, “the rest
of the story”. Reservations must be made with Karen Mencer- see her at church or call her at 8641683 or 573-356-8627. All are welcome no matter when the spouse passed away. Do join us - we
understand.
Worship Service With St. James AME
The celebration went very well. Thank you to everyone who helped to make our worship and luncheon
experience with our friends from St. James AME
such a blessing. The music was wonderful. The
food was delightful. Our fellowship was energetic
and inspiring to witness. Thank you to all who
helped with set up, clean up, providing food, practicing radical hospitality to our guests, and simply being a part of this experience. May God continue to
build bridges as we bring down the walls that may
potentially divide us. May God strengthen us as we
take the next steps on the journey toward unity in
Christ. Thank you, Lakewood! Can the preacher
get an “Amen?”

PLEASE CALL
If you are admitted to UPMC/
Hamot or Saint Vincent/
Allegheny hospital or any
other hospital, tell the admitting clerk you
are a member of Lakewood UMC. Every
day, the receptionist, lay visitor or pastor
contacts the hospitals to see if any of our
members are in the hospital so that either
the pastor or lay visitor can stop in to see
you. As a back up, call or have a family
member call the church office to report your
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Prayer Chain:
If you wish to have the prayer chain pray for someone, contact Patty Lasher at 833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com.

Attendance
November - 188
Year- to - Date Average
165.5

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
Thanks to all who have signed up to help with our TRACY BACKPACK ministry. If you are not
able to help pack bags on your assigned date, please let your team leader know. If you are a driver, please let Maria Spicher know.
DATE

PICKUP DRIVER

Nov. 30
Dec. 1
Dec. 7/8
Dec. 14/15
Dec. 21/22

Rich Estes
10:30am
Roger Pike
10:30am
John Kot
10:30am
Maria Spicher
10:30am

PACKING TEAM
Rich Estes
6:30 pm
Sharon Pike
12:30pm
Kathy Fisher
6:30pm
Sandi Hess
11:30am

DELIVERY DRIVER
John Kot
10:00am
Sam Hasley/Sandy Schultz
10:00am
Nancy Pence/Becky Schmidt
10:00am
Jim Kell/Jerry Rhone
10:00am

Welcome to the following persons who became professing members of
Lakewood United Methodist Church
on November 27, either through letter of transfer or profession of faith:
Ashley Eastman;
Rose Helsley;
John, Maggie, Rachel, Ryan and Sean Marsden;
Susan Kardos;
Sharon Pike.
Please greet these fellow Lakewoodians and welcome them to our community of faith.
BUDGET COACHES NEEDED
Inter-Church Ministries’ Financial Literacy Program
Purpose: To empower families and individuals to gain control of their finances.
ICM’s Budget Coaches will help low-income families better understand how to
balance a checkbook, how to create a monthly written budget, how to develop a relationship with a
bank, how to start saving on a budget, and how to grocery shop in a smart way.
Qualifications:
1. Know basic budgeting skills 2. Willingness to listen to clients 3. Have a positive and
encouraging attitude
If interested, call ICM at (814) 454-2411.
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Keeping hands clean through improved hand hygiene is one of the most important
steps we can take to avoid getting sick and spreading germs to others. Many diseases
es and conditions are spread by not washing hands with soap and clean, running water. If soap and water are unavailable, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol to clean hands.
When should you wash your hands
Before, during and after preparing food
Before eating food
Before and after caring for someone who is sick
Before and after treating a cut or wound
After using the toilet
After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has used the toilet
After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing
After touching an animal, animal feed, or animal waste
After handling pet food or pet treats
After touching garbage
How should you wash your hands?
Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold), turn off the tap, and apply soap.
Lather your hands by rubbing them together with the soap. Be sure to lather the backs of your hands, between your fingers, and under your nails.
Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the "Happy Birthday" song from beginning to
end twice.
Rinse your hands well under clean, running water.
Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them.
What should you do if you don’t have soap and clean, running water?
Washing hands with soap and water is the best way to reduce the number of germs on them in most situa
tions. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% al
cohol. Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can quickly reduce the number of germs on hands in some situations,
but sanitizers do not eliminate all types of germs and might not remove harmful chemicals.
Hand sanitizers are not as effective when hands are visibly dirty or greasy.
How do you use hand sanitizers?
Apply the product to the palm of one hand (read the label to learn the correct amount).
Rub your hands together.
Rub the product over all surfaces of your hands and fingers until your hands are dry.

Several Lakewoodians have recently moved.
Here are their new addresses:
Charles Knight:
Rm S-6 Manchester Commons 6351 West Lake Rd. Erie PA 16505
Marian McConnell: 13515 West Lake Road West Springfield PA 16443
Dorothy Manley:
Rm 128 Independence Court 41 West Gore Rd. Erie PA 16509
Louise Seib:
LECOM Senior Living Center 5535 Peach St. Erie PA 16509
Joyce Shaner:
Edinboro Manor 419 Waterford Street Edinboro PA 16412
I am sure that these and our other homebound members would appreciate hearing from you
during this season. If you have any questions regarding addresses, please contact the
church office or Suzie Rosendahl at 881-7783.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
MILLER, Rose

2-Dec

JOHNSON, Margie
MOREN, Carter
SPORE, Liesl
ELWELL, Michael
GIACOMELLI, MJ
MCNUTT, Mercedes
YATES, Robert
KOSIOREK, Frank
SCHOEN, Rebacca
SCOTT, Angie
FISHER, Russ
SMITH, Donna
KNOLL, Aaron
KNOLL, Ryan
KNIGHT, Margaret
ROBINSON, Russell
JAMES, Fenton
THOMPSON, Jerolyn
THOMAS, Avalynn
PAUL, Amanda
HAMILTON, Neva
WINGERTER, Carol
SKELLIE, Cynthia
BOCCIO, Mary Alice
PAUL, Christopher
PIKE, Roger
SCALISE, Jason
HERRMANN, Kristin
BOND, Ian
GERARDE, Barbara
SEDELL, Elizabeth
SMITH, Cathy
The

3-Dec
4-Dec
4-Dec
5-Dec
6-Dec
7-Dec
7-Dec
8-Dec
9-Dec
10-Dec
11-Dec
12-Dec
13-Dec
13-Dec
16-Dec
16-Dec
18-Dec

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org).
Go to the home page and click on the “About” button and a
menu will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click
on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday
date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and
the sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it out
if you still enjoy holding paper in your hand when you read,
or if you’d like to share it with someone else. Saints God
bless!
November 6 -“I Believe in the Communion of Saints”
November 13 - “Making a Commitment”
November 20 - “Thankful for the Bread of Life”
November 27 - “God Has a Face”

Prayer Group

Prayer Group: Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group
of people dedicated to prayer.
They meet on Wednesday
19-Dec evenings at 6:15 in the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the
20-Dec front of the Sanctuary through the double doors on the right.
21-Dec All are welcome, even if you haven’t been there before.
22-Dec
23-Dec
25-Dec
25-Dec
27-Dec
27-Dec
28-Dec
Welcome to the most wonderful time of the year!! How very
30-Dec true that is from a preschoolers perspective! The preschool
30-Dec is a bustle of activity this time of year. The students were
30-Dec busy in November learning about the first Thanksgiving and
30-Dec enjoying a Thanksgiving Feast of their own! The teachers
enjoyed hearing what all of the kids are thankful for. They
are thankful for everything from family to hot dogs!
of
December will bring St. Nick day, Polar Express day, and
many Christmas activities and art projects. The students
will have fun making a special Christmas present for mom
and dad. We also have our Christmas parties to look forward to. We will be busy, busy, busy! Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all!!
the presents

MAGIC

Christmas
Is not in
But in

His

Please sign the pew pad.

presence.

It helps our Pastor with his ministry.
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Sunday School

Corner
Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus!
Come join us Sunday mornings at 9:45 for an hour to Know Christ, Become
Like Christ and to Share Christ. Let the Holy Spirit open your eyes to see Jesus’ love in all its
splendor during this Advent season. And may that love inspire us to serve more lovingly! ( Pre
School age through Adults are welcome.) On Christmas Sunday, we will not meet for the hour
before Service.

Finance Committee
Each of you should give what you have decided in your hear to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.......2 Corinthians 9:7
The season of Thanksgiving is upon us. Thanksgiving turns to the Advent season and our preparations for the coming of Christ. This is our time to reflect on our lives and how they relate to the
Church and our giving. When we give back obediently to God, we will see how God blesses our
lives in so many ways.
Thanks to your continued giving, Lakewood members have met our expected expenses and more we are entering the final month of the year with a surplus!
This is your Lakewood. This is myLakewood. This is Our Lakewood.

myLakewood Capital Campaign

Giving to the myLakewood Capital Campaign in 2016
A. Check directly for myLakewood by check or check from your
bank
---- please add myLakewood on the memo line

$400,000

250,000
$250,000

B. Check to Lakewood when using a giving envelope
---- add myLakewood as Designated Offering

60

71 Pledges

Fabulous Start!
Congratulations

myLakewood

25

Thank you to the congregation for their generous and loving support of this campaign.
Our next UMW meeting is on Jan. 14, 2017, when we will be planning our activities for the year. Come join us and help us plan-we always need new and
fresh ideas. Mark your calendar that we will be serving Sunday Suppers on
Feb 12. More information at a later date.
Prayer shawl will be meeting Dec 12 at 1:30 at Bev Shrum's house. We are
giving 10 shawls to Sarah Reed Nursing home. If you are in need of a prayer shawl or know someone who could use one, they are in the prayer room. Please sign the person's name in the journal
beside the shawls.
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Thank You
Thank you to our Lakewood Family for the
wonderful cards, love, and support during
the difficult time of my daughter Lori’s illness and passing.
The memorial service was beautiful. And
special thanks to all those who donated
their time and food for the refreshments after the service.
Dee Schmidt

To all of My New Lakewood Friends,
Thanks to each and everyone of you who
extends a thought or prayer my way during
the course of the day. It is very humbling
when you are on the receiving end of the
prayers, when you think you are invincible
and nothing can happen to you. I know
Pastor Bob is changing speeds daily on the
Prayer Machine, in hopes of a speedy recovery.

Youth Homelessness in Erie
As a follow up to the December 2013 Panel discussion on the state of youth homelessness in
our community, please join Home Team of Erie
County for a follow up presentation on the national effort to reduce youth homelessness, Erie
County’s statistics, the local support system, and
what we as a community can do to support this
at-risk population. Monday, Dec. 5 at the Blasco
Library’s H.O. Hirt Auditorium, 160 E Front St in
Erie Registration is at 11:30 AM. The program
runs from Noon to 1 PM and is free and open to
the public. To register online, go to:
www.eriehometeam.org/resources/
Presented by The Home Team, the coordinated group that works to eradicate the problem of
homelessness in our community.
Christian love and sympathy goes out to the
friends and family of Betty Farver, who passed
away on November 17, 2016. A graveside service was held at Gate of Heaven Mausoleum
on Monday, November 21, 2016, officiated by
Rev. Lewis. May God comfort her family.

Christian love and sympathy goes out to the
friends and family of Amy Lee Marzka who
passed away on Monday, November 21, 2016.
Amy was Sharon Swanson’s daughter and
Margaret Lapp’s great-granddaughter. A priOverflow Shelter Volunteers Needed – On Sat- vate service was held for the family. We pray
urday, January 14, 2017, Lakewood has commit- the love of God enfolds you during your jourted to staff three shifts at the Our Neighbors’ Place ney through grief. We send you thoughts of
comfort.
Overflow Shelter. Men and women volunteers are
needed to work with other United Methodist
churches in serving those in need. 1st shift (7:0011:00 PM) requires 6 volunteers, 2nd shift (11:00
PM-3: 00 AM) requires 3 volunteers, and 3 volunteers are needed for the 3rd shift (3:00 AM-7:00
AM). The shelter is located at the First Church of
the Covenant, 250 W. 7th Street. Volunteers will
be given specific instructions and responsibilities.
If you want to volunteer, please sign up on the
form found in the Lakewood Narthex (lobby). If
you want additional information about this local
mission opportunity, please contact Chris Paul by
email at bertachris@yahoo.com or by phone at
838-4767.
Thanks Again,
Your Friend Kevin
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