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SAR Alabama
September, 2019
MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
Since our last newsletter, the
biggest event was Congress in California but there are a number of
issues I would like to bring to your
attention.
It is dues time again and the National Society, SAR is making major
efforts to improve membership
retention and reduce drops because
of non-payment of dues. The National Society, SAR has made the
following recommendations: mail
out due cards by Oct. 1, email reminders to members who have not
paid by Nov. 1, the person responsible foe dues collections is asked to
personally call those members who
have not paid by Dec. 1 and then
another personal call to those members who have not paid by Jan. 1.
The chapter secretaries were
also asked to develop a list of those
members who haven’t paid and
have been dropped in the last two
years and call them personally to
ask them to consider paying their
dues and becoming active again.
I am extremely proud to announce that SAR Alabama has won
the 2019 Niebell Award for newsletters with 10 pages or less. This is
a continuation of our newsletter
winning this award and it is largely
through the efforts of our editor,
Tim Gayle, that our newsletter
received this recognition. Tim is to
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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ALSSAR Minutemen at 2019 Congress include, from
left: 2017 recipient Bruce Pickette, 2019 recipient Bill
Stone and 2018 recipient Dave Billings.

ALSSAR shirts for sale
Eric Alford of the Gen. John A. Elmore chapter
has secured a group of special ALSSAR polo
shirts and is offering them for sale to compatriots.
The shirts are available in medium, large, extra
large and 2X large. Sizes other than that are being compiled for an additional order.
The shirts (pictured at right) are available for
$25 each and can be shipped for an additional
cost of $7. If chapters wish to make a group order, the shirts will be taken to the chapter at no
additional cost.
Compatriots interested in ordering can contact
Alford at eric.alford@gmail.com or by mail at
115 Old Prestwick Court, Prattville, AL 36066.
Checks should be payable to Eric Alford.

One of the highlights of
Congress is the annual presentation of the Minuteman
Award and it’s always a highlight when one of your own
compatriots earns the National
Society’s highest honor.
For the third consecutive
year, an ALSSAR compatriot
received the honor, which is
presented to a maximum of
six recipients each year for
distinguished and exceptional
contributions of service to the
National Society.
The Class of 2019 included
Michael Elston of the Virginia
Society; Jim L.W. Faulkinbury of the California Society; Larry Leslie of the Kentucky Society; James Lindley
of the Washington Society; J.
Thomas Showler of the Pennsylvania Society; and William
O. Stone of the Alabama Society.
SEE STONE, Page 3
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
be highly congratulated as he is the driving force behind
this achievement. Thanks, Tim, for a tremendous job well
done!!
It would greatly benefit Tim in preparation of our newsletter for our chapters to send photographs of events which
they would like some publicity. Additionally, if chapters
have an interesting program or an event which they would
like to report on, please send those articles to Tim.
Another item that is being emphasized this year by the
NSSAR is the flag certificate program. This program has
been greatly expanded and can include schools, public
buildings, parks and even individuals who display flags at
home. This is a very inexpensive way to honor our citizens
and flag. Additionally, I can present a state certificate for
substantial or noteworthy displays. Please just notify me and
I will prepare a certificate and either can make the presentation myself or send it to you for presentation on my behalf.
Another important issue involves all Color Guard members at the national, state and chapter levels. The NSSAR
has adopted a “Color Guard Safety Policy and Procedures”
guidelines which are effective immediately.
The NSSAR feels that the development of a standardized
set of policies and procedures should enable a compatriot to
easily perform events regardless of whether they are in a
safe and comfortable manner. The Alabama Society SAR
still has a “No Fire Order” in effect. However, the national
policy addresses other issues besides firing such as insurance, training, edged weapons, general safety, record retention, general event procedures, safety and other items relating to the use of firearms. The complete policy will be
printed in the fall BOM booklet. I am asking Color Guard
Committee Commander Tom Smith to ensure all our Color
Guard members are familiar with and comply with this
national policy.
Our 2020 convention is going to be held at the Embassy
Suites again in Hoover on Feb. 21-22. There will be some
changes to our convention this year which I hope will make
it more interesting and enjoyable. You will hear more about
the convention later but I hope you start making plans to
attend. I have had some questions regarding your chapter’s
ad in the program. It may contain pictures of chapter members, honor individual chapter members, present a history of
your chapter, etc.
I hope that every chapter is well represented at our convention as it is a great way to interact with other compatriots, to learn what the Alabama Society is doing at the state
level and to have fun.
Since my last newsletter, I have had very interesting visits, attending the following: Army Birthday in Tuscaloosa
in June, going to National Congress in Costa Mesa, visiting
the Cheaha chapter and attending Leadership in September.
Let me encourage each chapter to continue to emphasize
Revolutionary War history in your monthly chapter programs. If your speaker has a written program, please let me
know and we will try and put it in the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to me if I can help you or
your chapter in any way or if you have any questions or
concerns I may need to address.
—Edmon McKinley

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

ALSSAR national officers at NSSAR Leadership
Conference in Louisville in September, from left:
Bobby Joe Seales, Southern District Vice-President
General; Bruce Pickette, NSSAR Treasurer General;
and Bill Stone, NSSAR Historian General.

ALSSAR compatriot chosen
as Vice-President General
Bobby Joe Seales of Alabaster was elected as Vice-President
General of the Southern District at the 129th annual Congress in
Costa Mesa, Calif., on July 10.
The Southern District is composed of the state societies of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennessee. The responsibility of
the Vice-President General is to promote the interest and activities
that further the objectives of the National Society among the
Southern District state societies.
Seales joined the Birmingham chapter in February 1999. In August 2003, after his leadership in the forming of the Cahaba-Coosa
chapter in Shelby County, he became the first president of the
chapter. In 2014-15 he served as ALSSAR president. His Revolutionary War patriot ancestors are David Lindsay, Charles Seale
and John Horton, Joshua Reames and Bartlett Bledsoe.
At Congress, Seales received the Gold Roger Sherman Medal
and Certificate from the National Society in recognition of outstanding service as chairman of the fund raising committee of the
George Washington Endowment Fund.
Seales is currently the Ambassador for the Alabama Bicentennial and is probably better known in Shelby County as the president
of the Shelby County Historical Society and director of the Shelby
County Museum & Archives where he retired after 16 years in
2015. In 2018, he was inducted into the “Top 50 Over 50” sponsored by Positive Maturity.
Seales, a noted historian for Alabama, Shelby County and its
communities, along with his wife have published in 2017 and
2018 two books in recognition of the Alabama Bicentennial;
“Alabaster & Siluria: The Early Years — A Pictorial History” and
“Pelham Memories: A Pictorial History.”
A native of Alabaster, Seales is the husband of the former Diane
Brandenberg. They have two sons, David Michael and Joshua
Caleb Seales, and six grandchildren.
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Stone
(Continued from Page 1)
Bill Stone, a member of the Gen. John Archer Elmore chapter,
served as president at the chapter level and at the state level (in 2015)
before spending the last four years dedicating his full attention to
work at the national level.
He has served the NSSAR as a member of the executive committee
and has served as a trustee and alternate trustee for both the Alabama
and Germany societies.
He has served on the NSSAR Museum Board for the past seven
years, serving as vice chairman for three of those years while working tirelessly to expand the efforts of compatriots in helping to establish the museum.
He also served as the project manager for the SAR Educational
Center and Museum for three years.
He has served on the Americanism and History Committee for five
years each and the Library and Archives Committee for four years,
serving as chairman for three years.
In addition, he has served on the NSSAR Merchandise Committee
for three years; the Solid Light Ad-hoc Committee for three years
(serving as chairman); the Education Committee for two years, serving as vice-chairman; the SAR Implementation Committee for two
years, serving as vice-chairman; the George Washington Endowment
Fund Board for two years, serving as chairman; the Strategic Planning Committee for two years; and the Fundraising Committee.
Stone is the first-line sponsor on 12 new members, attended six
Congresses and 17 National Leadership meetings. He is a George
Washington Fellow, a contributor of artifacts to the NSSAR Museum
Artifact’s Collection and a contributor to the SAR Center for Advancing America’s Heritage.
He currently serves as the NSSAR Historian General. His duties
include overseeing the history programs of the National Society and
he is responsible for establishing and maintaining a relationship with
the history departments of the neighboring universities in order to
promote the teaching of Revolutionary War history in the universities
and various school systems.
Stone also assists the historians of state societies engaged in the
search for information about Revolutionary War historical sites, war
graves and memorabilia.
In addition to his service as chapter president, he served as the Gen.
John A. Elmore treasurer and has also served as the president and
trustee for the Germany Society.
He has served as the president of the Old South Historical Association for three terms and works with Alabama Supreme Court and
Court Library as well as the Montgomery County Historical Association and historical associations in Lowndes, Autauga and Elmore
counties.
The Minuteman Award was first presented at the 1952 Congress to
former President General Benjamin H. Powell of Texas A total of
406 compatriots have been awarded the Minuteman Award.
As is the custom, a Minuteman escorts each honoree at the annual
banquet. Stone was escorted by Paul R. Callanan, Class of 2017.
Stone is the 14th ALSSAR compatriot to be honored with the Minuteman Award, beginning with Robert Smith in 1953. His award in
2019 is the third consecutive year an ALSSAR compatriot has received the award following its presentation to Bruce Pickette in 2017
and Dave Billings in 2018. The ALSSAR had just four Minuteman
Award recipients in the first 30 years of the award but has had five
this decade.

—Photo courtesy of Bill Stone

Stone is the 14th ALSSAR compatriot to receive
the Minuteman Award.

ALSSAR compatriots who
received the Minuteman Award
2019 ...................................... Bill Stone
2018 ............................... David Billings
2017 .............................. Bruce Pickette
2013 .................................... Mike Wells
2012 ............................ Larry Cornwell
2008 ................................ John Wallace
2003 ................................ Rod Hildreth
2001 ..................................... Lee Swart
1995 ............................. Horace Jordan
1984 .......................... John McConnell
1968 ............................... Ryall Morgan
1959 .............................Robert Gordon
1955 ...................... William Carpenter
1953 ................................ Robert Smith
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Southern District delegation at 2019 Congress
Southern District representatives at Congress include, standing from left: Charles Dammann (TN), Darryl
Addington (TN), Bruce Pickette, Bill Stone, Michael Schenk (MS), Bradley Hayes (LA), John Fulwider (MS),
Edmon McKinley, Colin Wakefield (TN), Bobby Joe Seales, Tony Vets (LA), Fred Olive, Greg Underdown
(TN) and Bruce Buehler. Seated from left: Mary Addington, Rita Pickette, Frances Stone, Sarah Hayes, Pam
Fulsider, Nan Wakefield, Diane Seales, Karen Vets and Mary Buehler.

ALSSAR compatriots shine at California Congress
The 129th SAR Congress was held in Costa Mesa, Calif.,
from July 5 to July 11. Despite the distance, a very large contingent of 10 ALSSAR compatriots were at the convention,
including Bruce Pickette, Bill Stone, Bobby Joe Seales, Fred
Olive, Bruce Buehler, Eric Alford, Joe Barker, David Billings,
Don Robertson and Edmon McKinley.
The social events included a beautiful four-hour dinner
cruise in Newport Beach harbor on the Endless Dreams, a very
interesting tour of Huntington Library and Gardens, a tour of
Lyons Air Museum, tours of the Richard Nixon Presidential
Library and the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and a trip
to the “San Juan Capitrano Mission.”
As far as business, nothing controversial was presented.
There were several motions that passed addressing such things
as the additional of a national life and emeritus membership, a
by-law allowing membership of deceased children and disallowing a new patriot ancestor on the application, a new term
(Audit Committee) was approved and the committee increased
from five to seven members. It was clarified that life members
who let their state society membership lapse do not have to pay
national dues upon state society reinstatement and the ladies
auxiliary membership requirements were corrected and three
by-law motions were defeated.
During Congress, ALSSAR compatriot Bruce Pickette was
elected as Treasurer General, compatriot Bill Stone was elected Historian General, Bobby Joe Seales was elected as Vice-

President General of the Southern District and ALSSAR president Edmon McKinley was sworn in as Alabama Society Alternate Trustee. The ALSSAR is fortunate to have so many
members holding key national offices.
The most unusual experience for the Alabama delegation
were two earthquakes that occurred while at Congress. Because of the large number of Alabama delegates at Congress,
we laughed and said that when Alabama comes, “We shake the
earth,” but to most of us shaking mattresses, swinging chandeliers and floors weaving was a bit unusual.
Coming from high temperatures in Alabama, the state delegation was surprised to find since Costa Mesa was on the Pacific
Ocean that the weather was pleasant during their entire stay. In
the daytime, it was no higher than the mid 70s and at night it
was in the low 60s or below. Many people wore sweaters. I
wish we could bring those temperatures back to Alabama.
As far as awards, the Alabama Society and chapters in the
state won the following awards:
• President General’s Education Outreach Streamer —
awarded to John Archer Elmore, General Galvez and Tennessee Valley chapters.
• President General’s Initiative Streamer for Public Service and
Heroism — General Galvez chapter won for four or more
awards; Tennessee Valley chapter won for five or more awards;
and the ALSSAR won for state society, four or more awards.
See AWARDS, Page 5
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(Continued from Page 4)
• C.A.R. Activity Award and Streamer
— Alabama Society.
• Americanism Poster Contest Streamer
— Alabama Society.
• Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle
School Brochure Contest Streamer —
Alabama Society.
• Harold L. Putnam Award (for Joseph
Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest
Winner) — Alabama Society.
• Edwin M. Graham Plaque for the society sponsoring the first-place winner in the
Rumbaugh Oration Contest — Alabama
Society.
• Streamer for societies participating in
the Rumbaugh Oration Contest — Alabama Society.
• George S. and Stella Knight Essay
Contest participation streamer — Alabama
Society.
• Arthur M. King Eagle Scout scholarship participation streamer — Alabama
Society.
• Paul M. Niebell Sr. Award for best
news publication with 10 or fewer pages
— Alabama Society, Tim Gayle, editor.
• Liberty Medal — awarded to Michael
L. Glass, Ron Bearden, John Sassman and
Walter B. Stevenson Jr.
• Gynecologist General’s Award for
state society with lowest percentage of
pending applications — Alabama Society.
• Officer Streamer Award for state society whose president and national trustees
have attended both preceding trustees’
meetings and previous Congress — Alabama Society.
I want to congratulate those in the Alabama Society who worked so hard last
year so the Alabama Society and the chapters were recognized with the awards noted above. I encourage all committee chairmen and chapters to work harder this year
to achieve greater recognition.
By the Alabama Society working to
achieve these awards, it is working to promote the mission and programs of the National Society Sons of the American Revolution.
Just for your information, the 130th
Congress will be held in Richmond, Va.,
from July 9-15, 2020 and you need to
make hotel reservations immediately. The
2021 Congress is being held in Seattle,
Wash., and the 2022 Congress will be in
Savannah, Ga. I would encourage you to
make an opportunity to attend a Congress
if at all possible.
—Edmon H. McKinley

—Photo courtesy of Bob Hunter

Liberty Medal presentation
Birmingham chapter president Roger Vaughan (left) presents the
prestigious NSSAR Liberty Medal to chapter registrar John Love for
the recruitment of new members.

—Photo courtesy of Clarence Dillman

American Village is a valuable education center
The Alabama Society held the fall meeting of its Board of Managers
inside the Rotunda Building inspired by Thomas Jefferson's Monticello at the American Village on Oct. 5. The American Village is an
Alabama civic education center owned by the citizens of Alabama to
teach the fundamentals of our American Republic. Students of all
ages can interact with costumed historical interpreters and observe the
buildings, sites and traditions relative to the founding of the United
States. Replicas of the Assembly Room at Independence Hall, Mt.
Vernon, Concord Bridge and other important sites of interest teach
students how our country was founded.
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Tennessee Valley fills Constitution Hall for monthly meeting
The Tennessee Valley chapter normally holds its monthly
meeting at the HuntsvilleMadison County Library but
made a switch in September
by holding its meeting in
downtown Huntsville at the
newly renovated Constitution
Hall Historic Park and Museum on Gates Avenue.
Our meeting was held in the
room where the original Alabama Constitution was written
and signed. We had a presentation given by Julian Butler
who is the HuntsvilleMadison County co-chairman
of the Alabama Bicentennial
Committee.
Butler’s topic was “The
Road to Statehood.”
It was an incredible event
where we heard about the
founding of Alabama in the
room where the state was actually created. After the meeting, our members were offered free tours of all of the
facilities and historic buildings around the park.
We have established a
“strategic partnership” with
the park and have had numerous members as well as our
Color Guard volunteer for
various events.
This relationship is what
ultimately led to the park offering their facility for our
meeting.
We continue to pursue and
build relationships with “likeminded” organizations such as
the Veteran’s Memorial Museum, Early Works Family of
Museums and the various
DAR chapters across the Tennessee Valley and are very
thankful for having the opportunity to have met in such a
historic location!
—Jim Griffith

—Photos courtesy of Jim Griffith

Chapter members filled Constitution Hall in September to listen to guest
speaker Julian Butler of the local Bicentennial Committee.
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—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

New Cheaha compatriots
Compatriots John Woodruff (left with wife Moo), Dr. Arthur Toole (fourth from left with wife Judy),
and Tom Young (second from right) were inducted into the chapter at its September meeting. Col. Eric
Sloughfy (far right) accepted the membership certificate for his father, James Lloyd Sloughfy, who resides
in Pennsylvania. Along with chapter compatriot Jason Alderman and president William Rozier, the group
were entertained by ALSSAR president Edmon McKinley’s presentation on the “Gen. Galvez Water Well.”
—Photos courtesy of William Rozier

Cheaha October meeting
Rear Admiral W. Kent Davis
(USN-Retired) was the featured
speaker
at
the
Cheaha
chapter’s October meeting at
the Anniston-Calhoun County
Library. Davis, pictured with
chapter vice-president Henry
Smith and chapter president
William Rozier (above left),
spoke on “Major John Pelham
Confederate Artillerist.” After
the presentation, Rozier presented Davis with an NSSAR
Challenge Coin (above right).
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Light-Horse Harry Lee’s complicated and conflicted
character brought to life in Ryan Cole’s new book
Ryan Cole. The Tragic Life of Robert
E. Lee’s Father, Light-Horse Harry Lee:
The Rise and Fall of a Revolutionary
Hero. Washington, D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 2019.
The title says it all. Henry Lee—Light
Horse Harry—faced all manner of challenges throughout his life. His reputation
soared before and during the revolutionary era only to plummet later in his life.
His son, Robert Edward Lee, issued a
version of his father’s memoirs to remind Americans of Harry Lee’s contribution to the War for American Independence. Historian Thomas Connelly
examined the younger Lee’s life and
maintained the Confederate general’s
character, his great reserve, and his devotion to duty originated as responses to
his father’s personal deficiencies.
Charles Royster’s wandering meditation on Harry Lee’s life presents his
life’s story loaded with cogent analyses.
Lee proved himself a valuable and useful tactician during the Revolution only
to fall into abject failure after the war.
Royster contends Lee’s difficulties
originated in the contested memory of the
Revolution as argued by Federalists and
Republicans. After disagreeing with
Thomas Jefferson on many issues, Lee
joined the Federalist ranks opposing the
third president and his followers on many
fronts. He demonstrated against the War
of 1812, and a pro-war mob seriously
wounded Lee causing him to leave the
country for most of the rest of his life.
Parallel to his political disagreements,
Lee faced financial ruin as investments
and business schemes embarrassed his
friends and relatives. He served time in
debtor’s prison. His family abandoned
the fine plantation home in favor of
more modest quarters in Alexandria.
After the Baltimore riots, Lee left the
country and, finally, tried to return. He
died and friends him buried on Cumberland Island, Georgia.
Royster’s book begins with the funeral
and peels its subject like an onion.
Royster’s book did not appeal to general readers and since its publication, lay
consigned to the literary back waters of
academia.
Ryan Cole’s biography combines the
best aspects of historical writing. The
1

2

traditionally organized biography provides much of the information Royster
delivered. The superb writing depicts
Lee as a brilliant soldier from an aristocratic family who fell into a series of
judgment errors after the war. Starting
with the hero’s funeral in a prologue
much like Royster, Cole explored the
Lee family from the arrival of Richard
Lee in 1639.
The descendants of the
original colonist prospered from social
and family connections and sound business abilities.
Henry Lee graduated from Princeton at
17 of age. He planned to go to England
to study law where he’d been admitted
to the Middle Temple but the war intervened and Patrick Henry arranged for a
commission in a unit which became the
lst Continental Dragoons.
Because of his performance in the initial Philadelphia Campaign, Captain Lee
received a promotion to majorcommandant with authority to raise additional units as an independent command. This became the nucleus of a
legion of dragoons and infantry which
gave a small unit commander the mobility of horse soldiers and the striking and
holding power of infantry.
Lee studied the possibilities for efficient use of his force and became a master of the appropriate tactics for such a
force. For his gallantry and successes,
he received a promotion to lieutenant
colonel and a transfer to the southern
theater of the war. He entered into his
famous collegial relationship with Na3

thaniel Greene.
Operating closely with Francis Marion
and Andrew Pickens, Lee’s Legion and
the light horsemen of other commands
carved an enviable reputation. He and
his command fought at Fort Motte,
Granby, Augusta, and Ninety-Six in
April through June of 1781. At Eutaw
Springs, his horse soldiers and infantry
brought more honor to their command.
Lee commanded a mixed force in the
Virginia Peninsula but he returned to
Greene and took part in operations
around Charleston. As the war wound to
its close, Lee, possibly suffering from
the depression which dogged him the
rest of his life, resigned from the army.
Almost immediately, Lee married his
cousin, Matilda, who inherited a fine
plantation, Stratford. He won a seat in
the Confederation Congress in 1785 and
with the transition to the Third Government, created by the Constitution, he
actively supported Washington and John
Adams. He declared for the Federalists.
His wife died and Lee, infatuated with
the early revolutionary crisis in France,
thought of joining the French army arrayed against most of the monarchies of
Europe. The Marquis de Lafayette, a
friend and colleague from the Revolution, might have encouraged him, but as
France descended into bloody radicalism, Lee lost interest in a European
command as a soldier-of-fortune.
Instead, he served as governor of Virginia from 1792 to 1795. Gradually, he
and Thomas Jefferson argued. Lee held
that Jefferson’s performance as the Redcoats marched into Virginia almost
caused defeat with Washington and the
French Alliance rescuing the conflict.
In 1793, Lee married Ann Hill Carter,
the wealthy heiress of Shirley, a fabulous plantation.
See LEE, Page 9
————————————————

1 — Thomas L. Connelly, The Marble Man:
Robert E. Lee and His Image in American Society
(Baton Rouge and London: 1977), pp. 5-7; 51-55;
176-177; 182; 188-189.
2 — Charles Royster, Light-Horse Harry Lee and
the Legacy of the American Revolution (New York:
Knopf, 1981), passim.
3 —Mark Boatner in his magnificent Encyclopedia
of the American Revolution (Mechanisburg, Pa.:
Stackpole Books, ed. Of 1994), says Richard Lee
arrived in “about 1642,”p. 613.
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Black Warrior River
honors area patriot
on Patriot Day
Black Warrior River chapter compatriots
joined with other compatriots and the Pickens County DAR to hold a memorial service
for patriot James McCrory on Sept. 11.
Cade McCool and David Jones of the
Black Warrior River chapter, Randall Jennings of the Tennessee Valley chapter, Joe
Barker of the Gen. John A. Elmore chapter
and Buddy Irvin of the Mississippi Society
formed a color guard and posted colors at
the Aliceville Museum, where indoor services were held, and at the Old Bethel Cemetery, where McCrory is buried.
McCrory saw action in many of the Revolutionary War’s most famous battles and
was serving as a bodyguard to Gen. George
Washington before he had reached his 20th
birthday. He was born in Ireland and came
to the colonies when he was 17. He settled
in Guilford County, N.C., and enlisted in
the Ninth Regiment of the North Carolina
Line. Over the next five years, he was in
action at nearly every major battle getting
promoted to ensign in the Life Guard of
Gen. Washington, where he served as a
personal bodyguard during the winter at
Valley Forge.
In 1782, he married Jane Gilmore and the
couple moved to Tennessee and started a
family. Around 1820, he moved to Alabama
and started buying 840 acres of land in what
is now Pickens County. He died on Nov. 24,
1840 at theage of 82 and is buried five miles
south of Aliceville in Old Bethel Cemetery
with his wife.

—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples

Color Guard members, from left: Cade McCool, Randall Jennings,
David Jones, Joe Barker and Buddy Irvin at museum, above;
compatriot Rich Johnson stands next to wreath at grave site, below.

Lee
(Continued from Page 8)
The next year, the Whiskey Rebellion, an armed protest over a
tax on liquor made from corn erupted in western Pennsylvania.
President Washington and Secretary of the Treasury Alexander
Hamilton, commissioned Lee commander of 15,000 Federalized
militia tasked with confiscating firearms and collecting taxes. The
mission succeeded; the news of the rebellion appeared exaggerated.
But Lee’s life stalled and then crumbled. Businesses and investments failed. Stratford fell into disrepair and the family moved to
Alexandria. Only his wife’s inheritance kept the family together.
A final attempt to recoup his losses in speculation in land ruined
Lee and he spent 1808 and part of 1809 in debtor’s prison. He
used the time behind bars wisely, and wrote his account of the
Revolutionary War’s Southern Campaigns.
The fatal disaster in Lee’s life occurred as a result of the Baltimore Riots in 1812.
Federalists opposed “Mr. Madison’s War” with England as aiding Napoleon and threatening trade. Pro-war Jeffersonians assaulted Lee as he came to the aid of a friend. His injuries proved severe
4

5

and Lee sailed for the West Indies to recover. Lee’s enemies
charged he fled to escape debts and creditors.
Lee knew he faced death and decided to sail home. He got as far
as Cumberland Island, Georgia, landed, and died in 1815.
Though Lee believed in the United States and its Constitution, he thought political parties threatened the nation. He recoiled from the divisive arguments between the Jeffersonian
Republicans and the Federalists. His complicated and conflicted character, marred by poor choices clouded his Revolutionary fame. Cole’s elegantly written book deserves to sit on the
shelf of any who wish to understand the war in the southeast
former colonies.
6

—————————————————————————

4 — Robert E. Lee edited a new edition of Memoirs of the War in the Southern
Department by Henry Lee as The American Revolution in the South in 1869. I
used the accessible Arno Press edition of 1969.
5 — The best account of this series of anti-war protests by Federalists is in Donald R. Hickey’s The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict (Urbana and Chicago:
The University of Illinois Press, 1989), pages 52-72.
6 — His body was moved to the crypt at Washington and Lee University in
1913. His remains lie with other family members including Robert E. Lee.
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Be sure to send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by Dec. 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photos courtesy of Jim Griffith

Chapter summer social
On Aug. 23, the Tennessee Valley chapter held its annual summer social. The event is considered one of
the highlights for chapter members each year and drew approximately 80 compatriots and guests for
barbecue, all kinds of “home fixins” and even included chocolate dipped bacon! To say the least, no one
left hungry, no one lost weight and no one was disappointed they attended. There was an American history
trivia challenge and entertainment by the barbershop quartet “Eight Feet Wide” (above left). Compatriots
enjoyed their time together and are already looking forward to next year’s event.

