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As It Began to Dawn

By MRS. FLOYD LA MUNYON

The title for this article is a
phrase from Matthew 28:1. The
entire verse reads: “In the end of
the sabbath, AS IT BEGAN TO
DAWN toward the first day of
the week, came Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary to see the
sepulchre.” 1In the remaining
verses of this chapter is recorded,
not a narrative, not a story, but
a factual and true account of act-
ual and real events surrounding
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

This first verse of Matthew 28
speaks of an ending and also of
a beginning. “In the end of the
sabbath. . ” The Mosaic law of
carnal ordinances and of animal
sacrifices as typified by the word
“sabbath” was at an end; not
ended by being destroyed but by
being fulfilled. (Matt. 5:17). The
law had served its purpose and
had now been fulfilled by the sac-
rificial death of God’s Lamb, His
only Son, Jesus Christ. And a
“‘new day” was dawning. A new
day of redemption and forgive-
ness of sins through faith in His
blood (Eph. 1:7), and an entrance
“into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way,
which He hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say,
His flesh.” Heb. 10:19b-20.

Something else had ended at
the crucifixion and the resurrec-
tion of the Lord, it was the end
of His sufferings here on this
earth. Three days prior to this
time, while He was on the cross,
Jesus had said: “It is finished.”
Ended. No doubt He was speak-
ing of the fact that the Father’s
great plan of Redemption for the
fallen race was complete and
finished. However, it was also
the end of many other things.
In the beginning Christ had been
with the Father and had been sur-
rounded by all the glory, the
purity, the perfection of Heaven.
Philippians, chapter two, verse six
tells us that He (Jesus) “thoucht
it not robbery to be equal with
God”, a position of majesty and
of power far beyond what our
minds can grasp. The following

two verses in Philippians reads:
But (He) made Himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him-
self the form of a servant and

was made in the likeness of men:
and being found in fashion as a
man, He humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.” All of
Christ’s earthly life was marked
by troubles, griefs, indignities.
Though He was the Son of God,
He came to earth not as a king
but as a babe born in a stable,
of humble parentage. While He
was yet an infant, Herod sought
His life and He was taken into
Egypt to escape Herod’s hand.
Later, during the few years of
His ministry, He was rejected by
the very people who should have
known of His coming and rejoiced
in it, the Jewish religious leaders.
He was prosecuted, maligned. . .
accused of being a devil rather
than being honored as the Sav-
iour. And where earthly posses-
sions were concerned Jesus was
a very poor man. He once told
a would-be follower: “The foxes
have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests, but the son of
man hath not where to lay His
head.” (Matt. 8:20).

For a short period of His min-
istry Jesus had a measure of
popularity, if it could be called
that. Multitudes followed Him,
some from a sincere love and af-
fection for Him and for what
He taught, but possibly the
greater part followed Him for
the “loaves and fishes”, for the
benefits they could receive from
Him. And many followed Him,
no doubt, because of -curiosity
cr because it was ‘“‘the thing to
do.” Yet in the end of His min-

istry many who had once fol-

lowed Him turned back and
walked no more with Him.
(John, 6:66). And at the time
of His trial and crucifixion even
His beloved disciples, His cho-
sen ones, forsook him. Isaiah’s
prophecy was true when he said
“He was a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.”

I doubt if any mortal can fully

understand the grief and sorrow
and pain the Saviour bore. It is
true that other men have been
betrayed by their friends and for-
saken by them when they most
needed friends to stand by them.
Other men have been mistreated
and abused. The history of this
sinful world down through the
centuries is filled with accounts
of man’s inhumanity to man. His-
tory records that approximately
sixty ~million Christians were
martyred for their faith in God
during the dark ages. And we
have only to recall the horrible
days of Hitler when millions were
tortured and killed. Such horrors
are probably even now being in-
flicted upon men in some places
on this earth. Yes, it is true
that other men have been cruci-
fied, many of them. But I be-
lieve that no person has ever suf-
fered as Jesus suffered. Not only
did He feel the disappointment
and the sorrow of being forsaken
by all and the mental distress and
shame of the indignities that were
heaped upon Him, the physical
pain of every thorn, every lash
of the whip, every nail in his flesh,
but here was the Perfect, Sin-
less Son of God and “upon Him
was laid the iniquity of us all.”
(Isaiah 53:6). The scripture says
Jesus did no sin, neither was guile
found in His mouth. This Man
never had a sinful thought, never
did a sinful act, yet the scripture
says ‘“He (God) made Him
(Jesus) to be sin for us, Who
knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God
in Him.” (2 Cor. 5:21). Here
was the final crushing blow upon
the Son of God: the weight of
our sins, yours and mine and of
the whole world, cast upon Him.
Even God the Father turned
away and Jesus paid the price
alone.

But now, praise God, all this
was ended! The ransom had been
paid, sin and Satan had been de-
feated! The three days and
nights of blackness and horror of
the tomb were finished! Yes, it
was the end of all pain and suf-
fering for our wonderful Lord.

“As it began to dawn.” Christ
was alive and IS alive forever-
more! The tomb was empty.
Here was the dawning of His
glorious resurrection, giving life

(Continued on page 11)
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FROM THE EVANGELISTS:

This finds us still working for
the Lord in the Evangelistic Field.
The Lord has been very good

to us with His blessings and a
few souls being saved. We were
up in the Gause, Texas area for
services recently and did enjoy
them very much. I went over to
Rocklale and spent a day or so
just calling on old friends and
praying with a number that were
sick. This was a wonderful
blessing to me and them.

We go for a revival at Liberal,
Kansas beginning March 8th with
Bro. and Sis. Jerry McClanagan
and the good people of the church
there. We trust to be there about
two weeks. March 25th we have
a date to start a meeting at Ralls,
Texas with Bro. and Sis. Jack
Hopson and the good people there.
If things work out, we will go
down to Mississippi to be with
Bro. and Sis. George Hintergardt
for some meetings dur ng the
month of April. Yours for souls
and the spreading of the glorious
gospel of the Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

Evangelist
Wooster.

and Mrs. R. D.

Easter

By HAULACE NOVINGER

According to the Holy Scrip-
tures, it was early in the morning
when it was yet dark, that we see
Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and
Mary, the mother of Jesus, were
on their way to the sepulchre,
bringing spices with which to
embalm the body of Jesus.

As they walked along the road
their hearts were heavy within
them, and they are talking about
Jesus, and the happenings of the
last few days, their mind is not
able to comprehend the meaning
of all these happenings, so as they
come to the tomb they are not
expecting a risen Christ.

We know today that the cross
is a symbol of Christ’s victory,
but to the disciples it meant de-
feat, the death of Christ, the de-
nial of His claims, and the fail-
ure of mission: But if the ears of
their soul had been in tune to
heaven they might have heard
a voice saying, “No, this is not
the end of your Master’'s work
and life; this is how a new age
dawns upon a needy world,” or
in the words of their risen Lord,
“. .. Thus it is written, thus it
behooved Christ to suffer, and to
rise from the dead the third day:
and that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in His
name among all nations, begin-
ning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24:
46-47.

When the women came to the
sepulchre they expected to see
the stone before the door, and
felt their inability to roll it away,
but nevertheless, they pressed
forward, and “Behold! the stone
was rolled away.”

Removal of the stone teaches
us we need not fear obstacles
which lie in the path of duty,
for as we approach in the Spirit

‘of the Lord, Divine power will

take them out of the way. No
difficulty is too great to be over-
come by those who seek the Lord.

The women entered in, and
found the Lord was gone, they
were much troubled and perplex-
ed, but the Angel of the Lord said,
“. .. Why seek ye the Living
among the dead? He is not here,

but is risen.” (Luke 24:5-6) Hal-
lelujah! He lives.

Many churches today deny the
Deity and resurrection of Christ,
and teach doctrines of men, worn
out traditions and dead forms,
but “Christ is alive.” The great
need today is not preaching of
new truths, or even presenting
old truths in new ways, but ra-
ther a fresh realization of the
power of those truths in our per-
sonal experience.

As the Easter tide approaches
I hope we will be able to exper-
ience in yet a more vivid manner
the truth that Christ lives about
us, for us, and in us.

The resurrection of Christ is
essential to our salvation <. . .
If Christ is not risen, then is our
preaching vain, and your faith
is also vain. Ye are yet in your
sins.”

Had Christ not risen we would
have no Baptism with the Holy
Spirit for the “Spirit” could not
be given until Jesus had been
glorified. (John 7:39). Were it
not for the resurrection of Christ
we would have no hope of a
blessed immortality, “But now is
Christ risen from the dead and
become the firstfruits of them
that slept.” (I Corinthians 15:
20). Blessed is our portion since
Christ is risen and is now sat
down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, and ever liveth
to make intercession for us.

As the priest of Israel went once
a year into the Holiest of all
with blood, with which he made
atonement for himself and for
the errors of the people, even so,
Christ has entered heaven itself
with His own blood having ob-
tained eternal redemption for us.

Now we have the liberty to en-
ter into the Holiest, the very
presence of the Father, by the
blood of Jesus, and because He
lives, we shall live also.

Our Lord has written the pro-
mise of the Resurrection, not in
books alone, but in every leaf
in springtime. — Luther.
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Trees

By REV. JOE B. DEWEES

We think of trees being used
for ornaments, shade, fruits, nuts,
lumber and different types of
wood for various purposes. Let
us consider some trees mentioned
in the Bible and the experiences
connected with them.

The first tree I shall consider
is the tree of temptation. Genesis
3: 3, “But of the fruit of the tree
of the garden God hath said ye
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye
touch it, lest ye die.” We have
all visited this tree. As soon as
we come to the age of account-
ability, we found it in our path.
This is a tree to avoid. Stay as
far from it as you can. Do not
linger around it.

Since all of us succumbed to
its fruit, we found our life under
condemnation and the sentence
of death was pronounced upon
us, as it was pronounced upon
Adam and Eve.

‘What must we do?

We must visit Calvary’s tree.
John 19:30, “When Jesus there-
fore had received the vinegar, he
said it is finished and he bowed
-his head and gave up the Ghost.”
I Peter 2:24, “Who his own self
bare our sins in his own body on
the tree, that we being dead to
sin should live unto righteousness,
by whose stripes ye are healed.”
Galatians 3:13, “Christ hath re-
deemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us,
for it is written, cursed is every-
one that hangeth on a tree.” Also
Acts 10:39. Since the plan of sal-
vation came by the Cross, (tree)
we must come to that tree, and
this is the most important tree in
the Bible. We must come to this
tree (cross) in true repentance
and have the burden of sin rolled
away.

The third tree I will mention
is the sycamore tree. I will call
this the spectator tree. Read
Luke 19: 1-4. In verse four, it
tells us that Zaccheus climbed up
into a sycamore tree to see Jesus,
for he was to pass that way. Some
attend services as a spectator to
see what is going on and some-
times they get saved as Zaccheus
did. We always welcome specta-
tors to our services.

The fourth tree is the Junmiper
Tree. I Kings 19: 1-8. I shall
call this the tree of discourage-
ment. All of us get under this
tree sometime, but we need not
live under it. We take the atti-
tude that all has given up but us
and we become critical, filled with
self-pity, and decide there is no
use to keep trying. I know it
was a trial for Elijah. His life
was threatened and everything
looked dark. He prayed for a
hole in the ground but God took
him through a hole in the sky.
Praise the Lord! As Elijah slept
under the juniper tree, God sent
an angel to minister unto him.
Verse 8 said he went in the
stirength of that food for forty days
God still had some important
work for him to do. God used
him to anoint a man to be a pro-
phet and another man to be a
king. Maybe you have been un-
der the juniper tree — get out
and go to work for the Lord.

The fifth tree is a gourd tree.
Jonah 4:1-10. I shall call this
the disgruntled tree. I wonder
if some of you pastors have some
people under the gourd tree (puf-
fed up and disgruntled). Jonah
was the recipient of God’s mercy,
or he never could have survived
his. experience with the whale.
We want God to spare us and

‘be merciful to us but we want to

see judgment to fall on others.
If things do not go like we want
them to go, we get in our little
booth and sulk. (God help us).

The sixth tree is the oak tree.
Genesis 35:4. I shall call this
the burial tree. Jacob, in his so-
journ with Laban in Haran,
gathered up some false gods and
earrings. In the twenty years
since he met God at Bethel, he
picked up some things that dis-
pleased God. God spoke to him
to go back to Bethel and he need-
ed to get rid of them. Maybe we
have picked up some things that
hinder us in communing with God.

"We need to go to the oak tree and

unload. We pick up some things
that do not become a Christian.
Maybe some gossip, worldly ways,
indifference, slackness in church
attendance and prayer life, and
many other things. Let us unload
and get back to Bethel.

The seventh tree is the palm
tree. I shall call this the tree of

judgment. Judges 4:5. “And she
(Deborah) dwelt under the palm
tree in Mount Ephriam, and the
children of Israel came to her
for judgment.” We need to come
to the tree of judgment (palm
tree) and give ourselves a good
examination. The scripture tells
us to let every man examine him-
self. In this self-examination,
we need to be very severe with
ourselves. The scripture tells us
that no man liveth to himself and
no man dieth to himself. We all
have an influence so we must use
it for God. Anything that would
destroy our influence for God and
right should be put aside. Paul
said that if meat causes my bro-
ther offence I will not eat meat
while the world stands. We need
to come to the judgment tree
(palm tree) often and look our-
selves over and let God judge us.

The eighth tree is the pome-
granate tree or backslider tree.
I Samuel 14:1-24. In verse 24,
Saul pronounced a fast upon Is-
rael. Jonathan, his son, had gone
out against the Philistines and
won a great victory. He did not
know about Saul’s vow so when
the honey began to fall he tasted
of it and was greatly blessed.
When backslidden Saul heard of
it, he wanted to take Jonathan’s
life but the people prevented him.
When some backslider gets in
charge of God’s work, he always
hinders the blessings of God.
Even as good as fasting is for us,
it can be misused.

If you have been under the
pomegranate tree in a backslid-
den condition, then you need to
go back to Calvary’s tree and
start over.

The ninth tree is the fig tree.
John 1:47. 1 shall call this the
guileless tree. Christ saw Nathan-
iel under the fig tree and said,
“Behold an Israelite in whom
there is no guile.” What a good
place to be! Not trying to prac-
tice church politics, not trying to
fool anybody, just a good sincere
child of the King.

The tenth tree is found in Rev.
22:14, “Blessed are they that do
his commandments that they may
have a right to the tree of life and
may enter in through the gates
into the city.” This tree is for
the future. What a wonderful
hope.
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Our Mistakes and the Remedy

By MRS. WM. C. STRACENER

We are ready to say, when we
make a mistake, Oh well, it is
all just in living. No one is per-
fect! We make all kinds of ex-

cuses for ourselves, but are we
willing to look the same way on
our brother’s life; if he falters
along the way? Are we willing
to be of a kind forgiving heart
and lift him up and help him not
to make more mistakes, or the
same ones again? Or do we point
an accusing finger at him; push-
ing him down in the mire just a
little further? At the same time,
we do not know what harm and
damage we may be causing in a
life that belongs to God, and a
vessel He has chosen to dwell in
and use for His glory as much as
He has chosen us.

God says that all of us have
sinned and come short of the glory
of God. Jesus also said, “Let
the ones who are without sin, be
the first to cast a stone.” You
remember all that were there
turned and walked away from
the woman taken in adultery.
Then, Jesus asked the woman,
“Where are thine accusers, dost
no man condemn thee?” She ans-
wered and said, “No man, Lord.”
Jesus then answered and said to
her, “Neither do I condemn thee,
go and sin no more.” Can we be
like Jesus in this or do we look
at ourselves as the Pharisees did,
and commend ourelves on how
much better we are than our
brother; when there are things
in our lives that are just as bad
in God’s sight as the things we
are holding against our christian
brother. The Lord says for us to
forgive our brother 70 times 7
times and our brother doesn’t
necessarily have to come to us
and say the words ‘I’m sorry.” He
can show that he is sorry in
many more ways. If we see
through Christ’s eyes sometimes
we can see the glimmer of tears
in the eyes or look of grief or
pain that crosses the expression,
showing that one is sorry for a
thing, without him having to say
a word. If we are to please
Christ, we will be concerned and

forgiving and take this dear one
back to our heart and give him
strength to keep pushing forward
for God. We will give him un-
derstanding and hold him up that
the feeble knees may receive
strength to go on for the Lord.
After all, we are our brothers
keeper. On the other hand, if
we refuse to be forgiving to our
fellowmen, then, God says He
will not forgive us. Let us, there-
fore, take much thought before
we pass judgment on another of
God’s children or condemn, for
God is not pleased if we are not
forgiving. He says He will re-
pay each of us for our deeds. He
is a just and true paymaster :o,
let us put ourselves in our bro-
thers place and consider are we
any more righteous in God’s
sight than he is.

We stand or fall before God
and man’s judgment is not just
or true. I have learned through
much tribulation to turn my
thoughts inward and look into
my own heart and see if I am
not just as guilty as he.

Our mistakes are a means of
growing up. If we let ourselves
be taught by them and learn to
forgive others their mistakes as
God would have us do, by seeing
our own and realizing we are
none of us perfect. We should
grow tender and kind through
our own trials. We should be
willing to help others through
their times of trial and mistakes.
In so doing, we may be the means
of a soul coming to Jesus, then,
after coming to Him, help him to
walk with the Lord in close iel-
lowship. On the other hand, we
may, by being unchristlike and
unforgiving, cause some precious

soul to stumble and falter, there,

we become as a tinkling cymbol
or sounding brass. We become
a stumblingblock to someone who
is groping in semi-darkness; who
is looking to us to light the way
for him by living the love of God
in our lives. Christ said, “Ye are
the light of the world.” So it be-
hooves us to lift Christ up, even
as Moses lifted up the serpent in

the wilderness; that others may
see Jesus in us and our lives, so
that they will have a greater
desire to be like Him, by the
light we show them.

Remember, someone is watch-
ing your life: looking to you as a
child of God to lead their boat io
safety over the rough and trouble-
some waves of life’s sea.

Christ is the remedy. If He
rules supreme in our hearts, we
will live a life of love and com-
passion.

He Didn’t Have
A Lawyer

By GUILFORD L. JONES

I am a lawyer. My concept of
being a lawyer is that it is for me
to be an advocate—not a judge.
Others can afford to speculate on
the guilt or innocence of my
client—I cannot. If he has been
charged with a crime he needs
a lawyer and that is my job.

My friends sometimes ask why
I defended a certain murderer or
thief—is it just a way of making
money? No, it honestly isn’t that.
if you can spare a few minutes,
I'll try to explain it to you.

You see, I had a friend, a very
dear friend, who was convicted of
a felony. I will never forget how
unfair that trial was. He was ar-
rested on suspicion—no sworn
complaint as the law requires,
but he thought it best not to make
a fuss about it and he went will-
ingly enough to appear before the
grand jury. He must have been
amazed when he found that the
grand jury had not been properly
selected and that it had been in-
tentionally stacked against him.
There was never before or since
such a grand jury. Actually it
was composed of a carefully se-
lected group of his personal en-
emies and accuser. They even
permitted the prosecuting attor-
ney (who had a personal grudge
against my friend) to remain in
the jury room and participate in
all of their discussions and de-
liberations.

Well, they brought in several
witnesses to testify against him,

(Continued on page 11)






