
 

1 

Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church 
Epiphany Sunday 
Sunday, January 5, 2025, 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

Welcome to Emmanuel.  We invite you to join with us in worship.  Music is a part of our 10:30 a.m. service.  
Please maintain prayerful silence in the Nave to prepare for worship  

Prelude                            “Mary’s Meditation”                                          Cathy Combs 

Wreath Lighting 

Opening Hymn 124    What star is this, with beams so bright                  [Puer Nobis] 

 

Liturgy of the Word       BCP 355 

All standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Gloria (The following is said at 8a and sung at 10:30a)          BCP 356/S-280 [Powell] 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect of the Day                                                                                                           BCP 357 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Together, let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know 
you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

First Reading (seated)                                    Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
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the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14       BCP 685 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

Second Reading (seated)                                     Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for surely you have already 
heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by rev-
elation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery 
of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of his pow-
er. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who creat-
ed all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Je-
sus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn 128             We three kings of Orient are              [Three Kings of Orient 

Gospel (stand as you are able)                                Matthew 2:1-12 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, ask-
ing, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his star rising and have come to pay him 
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homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
 are by no means the least among the rulers of Judah;  
for from you shall come a ruler  
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily                     The Rev. Rhonda E. Wheeler 

Nicene Creed        BCP 358 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People Form IV      BCP 388 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 
your glory in the world. 
 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for President Biden and Governor Youngkin.  We pray for our service members at home and abroad. Guide the 
people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the 
common good.. 
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 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 
and to your honor and glory. 
 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the students and staff of Jane Bryan Elementary School, especially for Ms. Roberson’s fourth-grade class. 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as 
he loves us. 
 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those in need Sandy, Marty, Beth, Bonnie, Tal, Carol Sue, Evelyn, Ramon, Barbara, Deacon Earl, Garry, 
Robert, Carol and others we name at this time.  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Confession of Sin 
The Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Leader and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.   
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all good-
ness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Peace  (All stand.) 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem (Emmanuel Choir)     “Christmas Sanctus”       Dengler/Dengler 

Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise him all creatures here below.  Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Great Thanksgiving                   (Eucharistic Prayer A)    BCP 361 
The people stand. 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.  

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus S-129 [Powell] 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
          Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
          Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand or kneel. 
The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a 
hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, con-
stancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread  

A period of silence is kept. 



 

6 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  

The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  If you do not wish to receive from the cup, it is acceptable to receive the bread only.  Those who do not 
wish to receive Communion, are invited to come to the altar for a blessing, indicated by placing crossed hands over the chest.  Please speak to the 
Rector if you would like to learn more about baptism. 

Hymn 112               In the bleak midwinter                                                 [Cranham] 

Post-Communion Prayer                      BCP 365 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, 
We thank you for feeding us with this spiritual food 
Of the most precious Body and Blood 
Of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
And for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
That we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
And heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out  
to do the work you have given us to do, 
To love and serve you 
As faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
Be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Blessing  
May the Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, Sanctify you with the 
light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.  Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and con-
stant in love.  Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent, be rewarded with unending life.  Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.  
Amen. 

Recessional Hymn 99      Go tell it on the mountain          [Go Tell It on the Mountain] 
Dismissal         BCP 366 

Celebrant Alleluia, Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Postlude          “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”                                   [London carol] 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

Hampton, Virginia 
 

January 5, 2025 

 

Welcome to Emmanuel! 

 
If this is your first visit to Emmanuel Episcopal Church, consider making this your spiritual home.  Sunday services 
are found in the red Book of Common Prayer located in your pew or in the printed bulletin.  Hymns are found in the blue 
Hymnal, the red & black Lift Every Voice and Sing hymnal (L), or the green Wonder, Love, & Praise hymnal (W). 

If this is your first time visiting the Episcopal Church, simply relax and enjoy the service.  Don't worry about doing 
things "right," for God has brought you here for a purpose and together, as the people of God, we can enjoy each other's 
company and the presence of God you bring into our midst. 

All people are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church and you can do so by coming to the rail, 
standing or kneeling, and holding your hands to receive the bread (Body of Christ) and when the cup is offered to you, 
either drink from the common cup – first cup; or dip the bread in the wine yourself (intinction) – second cup.  Commun-
ion in one-kind (bread) is a completely full & sufficient communion.  If you would prefer to have the clergy and a chal-
ice come to you, please notify an usher. 

Filming during the service - Recognizing that not all are able to re-gather, we will broadcast the later service. 

Cell Phones - Please remember to mute or turn off your phone before the service starts. 

Safety Protocols at Emmanuel - Mask wearing is appropriate anytime but not required.  In close quarters, like the Ves-
try room and library, it may make sense to consider wearing masks depending on the participants.  Hand sanitizer is 
available.  In the event of an emergency, please stay calm, stay seated, and listen for instructions. 

The sanctuary decorations are given this week as part of our Christmas celebrations. 

 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers    
8:00am  R – Alexia Chinnery; C – Barb Fisher, Margaret Seitz 
10:30am R – Jane Frazer; C –Sabrina Miles, Kim DeCoster 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Reminder - Emmanuel's sanctuary and chapel are open for prayer and reflection during office hours.   We are returning 
to regular office hours this week; Tuesday—Friday, 8:30a-3p.  Thank you for this Christmas/New Year holiday break! 

Healing Prayers  - On this first Sunday of the month, Emmanuel’s Lay Eucharistic Visitors offer healing prayers at 
prayer stations by the communion rail.  Please feel free to stop by a station for a healing prayer after you receive com-
munion.   

Parish Breakfast – Today is our first monthly parish breakfast of 2025.  Thank you for bringing a breakfast/brunch item 
to share!  If your group would like to host a monthly breakfast, please speak to Margaret Parker, Margaret Seitz, or any-
one on the Emmanuel Café team. 

De-Greening of the Church – Since the 12 days of Christmas (or in our case the 11 days) are over, your help is needed 
after the later service to put away the Christmas decorations.  If you contributed to the floral decorations and would like 
a plant, please see the altar guild after that service. 

Offering Envelopes, for those who asked for them are now available.  If you did not see a set of envelopes for you and 
would like one, please use the sign-up list and they will be ready next Sunday. 
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Counter Training – This Tuesday, January 7 at 1:30pm in the vestry room, counters will be training on new counting 
procedures. 

EECinema will be closed for January and re-open in February.  There will be NO movie shown on Tuesday, January 7. 

Mission Team will meet Tuesday evening, January 7, at 7p in the vestry room. 

January Newsletter will be mailed January 8.   

WoW & Noon Healing Service resume their regular schedule on January 8, 2025.  Women of the Word meets on 
Wednesdays at 11a in the vestry room.  The noon healing service is at noon in the vestry room. 

Fitness Class – Fitness for All Bodies Every Day will meet on Thursdays at noon beginning on January 9, 2025.  Join us 
and learn how to make simple adjustments to your daily activities which improve your balance and overall well-being. 
(You may do these exercises sitting or standing.) 

Vestry Nominations are now being taken.  If you would like to nominate someone to serve on vestry or have been nom-
inated, please complete the form on the foyer bulletin board.  Please pray about this process and for these servant leaders. 

Trivia Bowl – The last Saturday in January (25th) will see the latest competition for bragging rights.  Start gathering 
your team now.  Registration forms will be on the office foyer bulletin board, January 5.  Come join the fun and your 
knowledge on a wide variety of subjects.  All money raised goes to Emmanuel’s Mission Team for their work in our 
community. 

In Need of Prayer — Alex, Bob, Cephise, Carol, Diane, Becky, Clara, Boyd, Patti, Beth, Earl, Claire, Tristan, Maria, 
Willie, Carole, Nancy, Karen T, Arline, Ron, Bonnie, Sandy H, Kim, EJ, Jerry, Malka, Faye, Mike, Betty, Tom, Sheila, 
Mary, Elizabeth, Doug, Geoff, , Barbara, Barbara & Harold, Jim & Susie, Richard, Ed, Helen, Gina & Tal, Bill, Rhonda 
T, Mary B, Carl, Pixie, Sharon & Denis, Fran, Velma, Bobby L, Rand family, Jan F., Brenda, , Judy, Laura, Lee Ann, 
Betty F., Sandy, Tim & Debra, Sally Sue, Donna B., Diane K, Aaron, Mary, Kathleen, Charlene, Rebecca, Beth M., La-
Mar, Kai, Dakota, Doris, Carol Sue, Hellman family, Gerry, Mary Jane, Betty Anne, Barbara, Gale, Richard, Jane, Di-
ane W., Delores, Carla, Anna, Andrew, Michelle, Bria, Abby, Xaria, Jonel, Mary & Lee, Belinda, Brian, Robin, Dynes 
family, Shirley, Edith, Mikon, Michelle, Breonna, Morgan, John, Keith A., Bishop Curry, Parker, Jon, Karla, Gary & 
Sheila, Debra Sue, Alice, Sandy R., Jack, Kyle, Pat, Jackie & Calvin; Lisa & David, Pam, Teddie Jo, Iva, Autumn, Tage, 
Kent, Brigid & Rick, Diana, Carol Sue Bob B., Ben, Bill B., Nancy, Kellie, Preston, Marlo, Heather, Jimmy M., Bill W., 
Nolan, A.J., Carrie, Sandy P., Tina, Paul, Evelyn, Steven, Virginia, Helms family, Phillips family, Bill K, Shanda, Karen, 
Cathy S., Chisman family, Wendy, Judy, Brian, Gary& Chuck, Mona, Garry, Marty, Pat, Robert, Jerry, Sandy, Carol U 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
179 East Mercury Boulevard    Hampton, Virginia 23669-2461 

Phone: (757) 723-8144     Email: office@emmanuelhampton.org  
Website: http://www.eechampton.org          Facebook: EmmanuelHampton 

A parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia  
The Rt. Rev. Susan Haynes, Bishop 

 
Staff 

The Rev. Rhonda E. Wheeler, Rector              The Rev. Darlene Jackson, Deacon 
Cathy Combs, Music Director 
Karen Harrington, Parish Administrator          Cary Kelly, Finance Director 
 

Vestry 
Carol Bowers     Laura L. Manigault  
Tim Bradley  Pat Dwyer  Bill Miles 
Vi Cooper  Chris Garguilo, Jr. Warden Charlene Runner  
Kim DeCoster  Chuck Gwilt, Sr. Warden Angalee Ulrich 
     
Suzzane Jewett, Registrar 
Vic Hellman, Treasurer 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Sunday, January 5 - 
8:00am & 10:30am: 

9:00am: 
 11:30am: 
12:00pm: 

EPIPHANY 
  Worship 
  Parish Breakfast 
  Emmanuel Café, De-greening Church 
  DOK 

Monday, January 6  - 7:00pm: AA & Al-Anon 

Tuesday; January 7—11:00am: 
1:30am: 
7:00pm: 

Prayer Shawl 
Counter Training 
Mission Team 

Wednesday, January 8 – 11:00am: 
12:00pm: 
1:oopm: 
2:00pm: 
6:30pm: 
7:00pm: 

WoW 
Healing Service 
Prayer Chain 
ARC*C 
Property 
Compline 

Thursday, January 9  - 12:00pm: 
5:30pm: 

Fitness 
Choir 

Friday, January 10 -   

Saturday, January 11 - 8:00am: 
8:30pm: 
9:00am 

10:00pm:: 

AA 
LEM Breakfast 
Altar Guild 
Planning 

Sunday, January 12 - 
8:00am & 10:30am: 
9:00am & 11:30am: 

9:15am: 

1 EPIPHANY 
  Worship 
  Emmanuel Café 
  YEAs, Inquirers Class 


