St. Luke’s Times

A Word from the Rector

So Easter Day is April 1,
no fooling. I’'m hoping
that all the snow from
the recent nor’easter,
will have disappeared. |
look forward to the day
no matter what the
weather or the ground
conditions. We will
again have an Easter
Egg Hunt for the
children following the 10
am service, thank you to
John and Tammy
Fighera for running it
again this year.

The Easter gospel is of
course the penultimate
moment in God’s plan
for us. God getting the
last word and showing
that no matter how hard
or painful things get in
our lives, our faith in
God’s love for us as
revealed in the fact that
Christ is alive, is what
wins the day.

The forty days of Easter

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

throughout the gospels
shows us how a group
that started out living in
fear and uncertainty,
began to understand
that even though Jesus
might not be physically
present, the ministry that
he had called them to
would continue. They
would in fact as we do
now go on to realize the
truth of Jesus’ words to
them, “Very truly, | tell
you, the one who
believes in me will also
do the works that | do
and, in fact, will do
greater works than
these, because | am
going to the Father.
(John 14:12) ltis a
wonderful gift that in
spite of suffering loss
and going through
change, we can
continue on and perhaps
be reborn anew.

As you may have heard
by now, Nails in the Wall
Gallery, a ministry of St.
Luke’s, has undergone a
change in leadership.
An article was written for
the Metuchen Mirror,
which | haven’t read yet,
but here is what | shared
with the reporter, what
they used | don’t know.

About five and a half
years ago, Nails in the
Wall Gallery began as a

ministry of St. Luke’s
Church. It has been and
is today a vibrant part of
our congregation’s
connection through art
to our Christian faith and
to our surrounding
community. More
recently, the growth of
the Gallery has opened
up opportunities for it to
expand beyond the
limitations of a church
ministry.

Ministries of St. Luke’s,
such as our Pumpkin
Patch, our children’s
choir, our Christmas Fair
must come under the
authority of our Vestry
and be clearly identified
as a ministry of our
religious organization in
order to conform to our
tax-exempt status. As
presented to the Vestry,
this constraint has
become increasingly
problematic for the
Gallery in, among other
things, pursuing outside
grants and advertising in
support of their events.

We deeply respect
Linda’s desire to follow
her creative vision and
passion, at the same
time acknowledging that
it exceeds the scope of
our own capacity to
support. She has felt
compelled to offer her
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resignation, which we
have accepted. We
wish Linda every
continued success in
her future endeavors.

We are grateful to
Linda and to our
Gallery Committee for
their leadership and
for sharing their
creative gifts in
service to God
through this

ministry. We look
forward to the
continuing current
exhibit, running
through May 15, as
well as an exhibit
scheduled to run
through the summer
with all artwork being
submitted by children
from the local, national

and even international
community. For a
prospectus on this
exhibit and information
on how to submit
artwork,

please contact the
church.

| am looking forward
to working with the
Committee as they
seek to discern where
God is calling the
ministry of the Gallery.
“Therefore, in the
present case | advise
you: Leave these men
alone! Let them go!
For if their purpose or
activity is of human
origin, it will fail. But if
it is from God, you will
not be able to stop
these men; you will

What’s Up Warden

| have a friend. Her
name is Joan. |
haven’t always had
the privilege of calling
Joan my friend. For
the first decade, or so,
our relationship was
that of adolescent and
adult. Joan is the
mother of a childhood
friend of mine, a
friendship that goes
back forty-plus years.

In the early years,
when | met Joan, she
was very involved in
her work. As
teenagers, we kids
would sit in her
kitchen munching on
potato chips and dip.
Joan would be
buzzing around the
house, preparing for
class, planning a
show, collaborating

with another artist on
some endeavor. With
each pass through the
kitchen, Joan would
tell us about the work
her students were
engaged in, or how
the theme of her next
show tied into what
was happening in the
world around us. It
was quite an
education.

One of my favorite
memories from that
period comes from a
hot summer evening
when a handful of “the
local kids” were
hanging out at the
Arbeiter’s pool. For us
it was the usual
scene; Billy Joel
blasting from the
stereo, chips & soda,
and the never-ending

only find yourselves
fighting against God.”
(Acts 5:38-39) | have
always believed that if
something is truly of
God, it will always
succeed, and |
personally believe that
the ministry of the
Gallery is of God.
Perhaps there may
even be some of you
who have wanted to
be a part of this
ministry and didn’t
know how. The door
is now open.

| will be on vacation
the week following
Easter Day visiting my
sister in her new home
in Atlanta, and
knocking another
baseball stadium off

contest to see how
long we could keep
the volleyball airborne
without allowing our
feet to touch the pool
bottom. In the middle
of our fun came a
voice from the second
story window, “I love
you all, but no
horseplay.”, followed
by our chorus of
“Okay.”

Just recently | created
a new memory with
my friend Joan. You
see, Joan has known
Lisa, the director
School House Rock,
Live, Saint Luke’s
recent collaboration
with Temple Emanu-
El, since Lisa was an
infant. | invited Joan
to join me at Saint
Luke’s for the

my list. Towards the
end of the month | will
be attending a
conference in San
Francisco where |
hope to come back
with some more ideas
to help us grow in our
faith and our reaching
out to our community
as we seek to live into
our calling as
followers of Jesus.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Ed+

performance, knowing
that she would enjoy
getting out and seeing
a fun, high energy
show. The adventure
would also afford Joan
an opportunity to
spend time with
friends she does not
get to see since her
recent move into
assisted living.

| picked Joan up and
as we drove the short
distance to Saint
Luke’s, we chatted
about the logistics of
getting her artwork
into storage and how
helpful Edward has
been in creating
custom racks to
protect the paintings
while they are in
storage. She shared
that she had been



spending a lot of time
coordinating with the
folks at Douglas
College in getting her
books and papers
archived. If you
Google “Joan
Arbeiter” you'll be
treated to some
wonderful insights
about Joan and her
involvement with
feminist art.

Upon arriving at Saint
Luke’s for the theater
performance, we
found that we had
significant time
available before the
doors were to open. |
suggested we visit the
gallery. “What a
wonderful idea!”, Joan
replied
enthusiastically. We
made our way to the
gallery, flipped on the
lights and | sat and
listened as Joan
shuffled from one
hanging to the next.
“Oh, | know this artist!
This is gorgeous.”,
she shared. “This is
amazing. | love the

mixed media.”, was
her reaction to a
series of pieces by
one artist. About a
third of the way
through the exhibit
Joan asked if there
was any information
available about the
works on display. |
began to read to her
from the portfolio.

When Joan finished
viewing the art, we sat
and talked about her
involvement in art
education with
students of all ages.
We chuckled as we
reminisced about her
studio above the
garage and the
students, young and
old, who would parade
through as “the local
kids” played in the
pool. Soon it was time
to find our seats for
the theater production.

We settled in, and
additional friends
began to trickle in. |
introduced Joan to
another friend who is
also a Douglas

College alumnus. It
was fun to listen as
they compared notes
about their college
days.

A quick flick of the
overhead lights
signaled the start of
the show, and we
prepared for what
turned out to be forty-
five minutes of non-
stop energy and
entertainment. The
product of the
collaboration between
Saint Luke’s and
Temple Emanu-El was
nothing short of
outstanding. There
were members from
both congregations in
the audience, as well
as many folks from the
community at large.
As a matter of fact, the
event was standing
room only!

Once the final bows
had been taken and
we congratulated all of
the kids, Joan leaned
over and said, “I'm
exhausted from all this
fun! Canwe do it

again some time?”

My prayer of
Thanksgiving:
Heavenly Father,
thank you for sending
the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, in the
peace of the wee,
small hours of the
morning, allowing me
to share just a couple
of the ways in which
the ministries of Saint
Luke’s bring joy to the
community at large.

Wishing you all an
abundance of love,
rooted in the
resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

Peace~
Kathy

I



Saint Luke’s Ministries Making
a Difference in the World

Linda Zeh recently Hi Linda, of the blankets we

shared this note and have around here are

photos received after | thought you ladies baby blankets, which

delivery of blankets would like to know that are much smaller than

made by Saint Luke’s we recently had a what they needed, but

Ladies Who Tie Knots; homeless veteran and the blankets you sent
her son come in for in were perfect.
blankets — which They were extremely
rarely happens. Most grateful and the

appreciation and love
in their eyes was
indescribable.

| just thought you
would like knowing
that your blankets
went to two very
special people.

God bless all United States Military Service Personnel and the women of Saint Luke’s who provide them

with comfort.



Nails in the Wall Gallery A

Ministry of St. Luke’s.

This is an unusually
busy year for St.
Luke’s gallery. The
ANGELS, Wild and
Winsome exhibit
opened to the best-
ever crowd of around
300, which included
the new Mayor of
Metuchen, several
Borough Council
members, as well as
many from the broad
community of
Metuchen and
beyond. Additionally,
that event attracted
several museum
curators from NYC,
along with art
consultants from the
larger NJ area. We
share this so that the
whole parish
community of St.

Luke’s can be proud
of the reputation for
professionalism for
which the gallery is
becoming known.

As an ‘even’ year,
Nails in the Wall is
preparing to host its
Biennial Children’s
Exhibit, carrying the
name of the Peter A.
St. Ong Memorial
Children’s Exhibit.
ANNIMALS! Wild and
Winsome is the theme
and the guidelines
with the specifics of
sizes and how to
prepare the work,
along with dates for
submission to the
gallery are already
printed and available

Flea Market Returns

As part of the
Metuchen Town Wide
Yard Sale, we are
having our “Flea
Market” If you have
household items, toys,
books, but not clothes
that you would like to
donate to us to sell,
they can begin to be
brought to the church

starting Monday April
2. We will also need
volunteers on Friday
April 20 to set up and
Saturday April 21% to
help man the table

during the day and

also to help take away

any unsold items
which we will donate
to Green Drop.

as well on the website.
Our hope is to include
the art work of not
only many of the
children of St. Luke’s
parish community, but
also many from other
faith communities in
our area, as well as
from the children in
our sister parish in
Quito, Equador.
EVERY PIECE OF
ART SUBMITTED
WILL BE INCLUDED
IN THE EXHBIT.

This year we are
inviting children, ages
4-16 years, to share
an image of an animal
or animals special to
them. They may take
a photograph, create a

painting, a drawing, a
collage, and use any
material they wish. It
is not too early to
begin to think about
creating those pieces
of art!

(Please do see the
specific guidelines
regarding size, etc.)

Helping our children
establish a
relationship with the
natural world is one
way that helps
develop their
spirituality. This
exhibit will give them
an opportunity to
explore that.




News from the Pews
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1 - Alexa Craft-Zaletel 1 - Gary & Rosalie DiSimone-Weiss

2 — Heather Freitag 8 — Frank & Lucille Janusz

8 - Kevin Lebida 14 - Evan & Karina Davis

11 - Lori Williams 17 — Birkin & Janine Dolce Weith

14 — Stacy Negron 21 - Hans & Ann Jessen

15 — Chuck Gudorp 24 — Doug & Sue Bilgrav

18 — Laura Tramontin 24 - Ed & Diane Lebida

18 — Claudia Lukic

18 — Doug Bilgrav If you don’t see your birthday or

anniversary listed, please let the

office know and we will include it in
29 - Barbara Yesalavich the future.

26 — Christopher Devine

St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen

St. Mark's soup renovation can send welcome.

kitchen in checks to St. Mark’s For more information

Keansburg needs Episcopal Church on donating or

renovating, and you Center for Community volunteer, call the

can help Renewal at 247 Carr Rev. Rose Broderick
Avenue, Keansburg, at 732-787-1075 or
NJ 07734. -

How you can help Donations of saintmarkskeansburg

Anyone wishing to equipment, supplies @gmail.com.

donate money to the and labor also are
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St. Luke’s Youth, Grades 6-12. If you are interested, register and let Fr. Ed know. We had a great time at the Cathedral
doing this in December and this will be a little closer.

AGAINST HUNGER

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park Ave, Scotch Plains NJ
Friday, April 13 at 8 p.m. — Saturday, April 14 at 7 a.m.
Sponsored by the Watchung Convocation Youth / All Parishes Welcome!
Includes: Rise Against Hunger service project, Eucharist, fellowship, pizza, games, and
breakfast
$36 per person
Register at http://www.newjerseyyouth.org

Parking, Drop-off, and Pick-up is in the lot behind the church off School Place
R R R R RN X
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2018 BISHOP'S FORUMS ANNOUNCED




NEW JERSEY COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Opioids: The Next Step
Saturday, April 21, 2018; 8:30 — 2:00
Trinity Cathedral
Keynote Speaker: Daniel B. Hinshaw, M.D.
Emeritus Professor of Surgery

University of Michigan School of Medicine

Workshops will include:
- Funding of Prevention and Treatment
- Legal Issues—Statutory Reform related to Opioid Addiction
- Holistic Approaches to Treatment
- The Spiritual Dimension of Addiction
To register, email here.
$15* in advance (payment can be made at the door)
$20* on day of conference


mailto:office@njcouncilofchurches.org
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Support St. Luke’s through your everyday
& gift Purchases from Amazon.com

All you need to do is go to our
website, www.stlukesmetuche
n.org & click on the logo at
the bottom right of the

page. This will take you to the
Amazon website where a
percentage of everything you
order during that session will
be credited to St. Luke’s. This
includes the purchase of

items, gift cards, digital
music, digital books,
magazine subscriptions
and much more. Please
note, you need to come back
to www.stlukesmetuchen.org
for every order to click on the
link to Amazon again for a
portion of your next order to
go to St. Luke’s. If you do not

use Amazon, share this with
your friends and family who

do and ask them to help you
support St. Luke’s.

The following policy was put in
place by the Vestry in October
2016;

When you spend your own
money on behalf of Saint Luke’s
with the intent of seeking
reimbursement please follow
the following protocols;

1. Get a detailed receipt
that identifies the item
you purchased for Saint
Luke’s.

Make a copy of the

3. On the receipt, print
your name and the

reason for the purchase.

4. Complete a Request for
Reimbursement form.
These forms are
available in the Parish
Office.

5. Staple the receipt to the
request form.

6. Give your completed
form to the

Administrative Assistant.

the original purchase. The
Treasury has published the
check disbursement schedule
which you can access through
the Administrative Assistant.
Prior to checks being written,
one of the Wardens will review
all disbursement requests for
approval. Reimbursement
checks will be written as part of
the regular disbursement
schedule.

For April, reimbursements must
be in the office by 4:00 pm on

receipt and circle the
item(s) for which you
are seeking
reimbursement.

Some additional information; Thursday, April 5 & 19, 2018.
Any requests for reimbursement

must be made within 45 days of

St. Luke's Episcopal Church,
Metuchen

We're on the Web!
www.stlukesmetuchen.org

17 Oak Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840
Phone: 732-548-4308
Fax: 732-548-5369
E-mail:
administrator@stlukesmetuchen.org

and Facebook
St. Luke’s, Metuchen
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