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Frank Alcock is an Associate Professor of Political Science at New College of Florida where he
has taught courses on world politics, international
law, and environmental policy since 2003. He
has over 25 years of professional experience
working on energy and environment issues but
his political and public policy interests are wide
and varied. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science
from Duke University, a M.A. in International Affairs from George Washington University and a
B.A. in Economics from Binghamton University.
From 2009 to 2012 he was a Senior Fellow with
the Collins Center for Public Policy where he focused on offshore drilling and Florida’s Constitutional Amendment process. Frank is the former
Director of a Marine Policy Institute at Mote Marine Laboratory in Sarasota. He has served as a
Senior U.S. Fulbright Scholar to New Zealand
(studying their emissions trading system and lecturing on the lessons of Deepwater Horizon) and
a Belfer Fellow in the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University (connecting
knowledge to action on environment and natural
resource issues). He also spent five years at the
U.S. Department of Energy. Frank appears regularly as a political analyst with ABC News in Sarasota and was a candidate for the Florida state
Senate in 2016.

WWW.DWCManatee.com

June Guest Speaker is
Dr Frank Alcock
DWC LUNCHEON
June 11th 2019, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by
Noon June 6th, 2019

Remember, our next
formal meeting will be in
September, however we
will have our annual beach
breakfast get together on
July 8th at 9:00 am. We
will meet at the Anna Maria
Beach Café on the Manatee County Beach. It is
located on the beach at the end of
Manatee Ave W.

Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread and cookie

We will be sending out a reminder in June with
directions.

Cost is $18.00

Have a great summer!
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June’s President’s Letter
WOMEN ARE UNDER ATTACK! Our rights are being chiseled away by men,
and even some women in this country, to take away our access to legal abortions,
and undo Roe V Wade as they believe they have friends on the Supreme Court.
Not impartial justices mind you, but rightwing fanatical friends who were specifically placed there by Trump because of their views on Roe V Wade, and how it
should be overturned. The Supreme Court is no longer impartial, but I’ll get back
to that.
Missouri just passed a bill to ban abortions after fetal heartbeat is detected, making it the eighth state this
year to pass abortion restrictions that could challenge the constitutionality of Roe V Wade. Earlier, Alabama legislators, all men, voted to ban abortions in nearly all cases, even for rape or incest or the life of
the mother. Of course, they know that this is unconstitutional, but they are hoping that a friendly majority
Supreme Court will undo women’s protections.
Georgia, Kentucky, Missouri, Mississippi, and Ohio stop short of outright bands, instead passing so-called
heartbeat bills that effectively prohibit abortions after 6 to 8 weeks of pregnancy. Utah and Arkansas voted
to limit the procedure to the middle of the second trimester. Most of the states follow the standard set by
the Supreme Court’s Roe decision in 1973, which states abortion is legal until the fetus reaches viability,
usually considered to be 24 to 28 weeks.
With the Republican Senate’s approval, they put two right wing nut jobs onto the Supreme Court with the
other rightwing nut jobs that were already there, yes, you know whom I speak of, Cavanaugh and Gorsuch. With these two far right women hating white men, Roe versus Wade is entirely on the chopping
block.
The unfortunate reality is men still rule the world, and men still want to control women in every aspect of
our lives. This is what we are fighting against. This is why we have an organization such as ours. As activist women, what we must do is make sure we put women in positions of power and not crazy right-wing
women either. But what we must do right now, is inundate the Supreme Court with letters, emails phone
calls and dare I say, if you happen to be in DC, go protest at the Supreme Court, bring signs and bring
your voice. June is our last meeting so take advantage of your hiatus and contact the Justices as much as
you can. Below, is the contact information to the Supreme Court. Let us drown them in paper and voices
so they know that women will not stand to be treated as less than human and have our rights taken away
by men: 2020 is right around the corner. They will listen!

I have included contact information on a separate page so you can print it out and keep for correspondence.
Erika Lundquist, DWC of Manatee County President

Former Obama official advocates for women-focused Cabinet
post
Cathy Russell, who was U.S. ambassador for global women's issues during the Obama administration, calls in a USA Today op-ed for a Cabinet-level post focused on women, from pay to
health to harassment.

The big picture: She bases her argument on the Trump administration's little support for women
when he dissolved the Obama administration's Council on Women and Girls in the White House.
More attention is needed, she said.

•

"The legislative branch, newly empowered with a record number of women, should establish a federal department for women and families that would direct and coordinate the various government offices focused on women’s issues."

•

"The agency would be a part of the Executive Office of the President, similar to the director of national intelligence or the chair of the Council of Economic Advisers."

•

"Other countries already do this."
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DWC Luncheon Minutes For May 2019
Meeting is called to order by 2nd Vice President Mary Young. She is standing in for President Erika
Lundquist, as Erika is absent today due to family health matters.
Pledge of Allegiance is held.
There was no Secretary’s Report, as Secretary Alysia Simms was absent as well, for the same reasons
as Erika.
The Treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer Joanie LeBaron. We ended March with $7,233.42 in the
bank. We ended April with $6,664.71 in the bank. That figure does not include a $1,000 scholarship
check that had not yet been cashed. The majority of the money was in the scholarship fund leaving the
club with $3,253.33 to cover expenses, including the convention.
First Vice-president Jami Heye was absent, so Mary Young gave the 1st Vice-president’s report. Frank
Alcock will be our June Speaker. Frank is currently an Associate Professor of Political Science at New
College of Florida. He will be discussing trade and tariffs in our current political environment.
There was no 2nd Vice-President Report, nor Regional Representative Report.
We had a moment of silence to honor those we recently lost, long time member Lillie Covington and
Harry Dean, the nephew of Minnie Lee Jones.
New members stood up and were introduced to the club. As well, a gentle reminder that annual dues
must be in by June was announced. Applications were on the table, and they are also online on the club
website. Turn in applications and dues to Joanie.
We now have T-Shirts for sale! They are only $20.00. If anyone is interested, please see Joanie. As well,
in continuance of our pledge to protect the environment, we are now offering reusable nametags instead
of throwaway ones. They are $13.00, and will say the club name, your name, and “member” unless you
request a special designation, such as “past president.” If you would like one, please contact Mary.
Finally, the Executive Board has decided it is time to recognize those members who go above and beyond for this club on a continuous basis. We have members who work extremely hard for this club, and
do it with no expectation of recognition or honor. Today, that changed. This meeting, we recognized a
member who is constantly providing help to the club and the board, who makes many requests of this
member on an almost daily basis. Someone who shows up and offers to help in any way possible. This
luncheon, Brian Heavrin was recognized as being indispensable to the club, for his hard work on the
monthly newsletter, multiple flyers, and for everything else he does that are too numerous to name.
Great work, Brian!

GOP strategist concluded Census citizenship question
would disadvantage Democrats
A 2015 study conducted by now-deceased GOP gerrymandering strategist Thomas Hofeller concluded that adding a citizenship question to the 2020 Census
would "clearly be a disadvantage to the Democrats" and "advantageous to Republicans and Non-Hispanic Whites," according to new court documents filed Thursday.
Why it matters: Hofeller, who died last month, went on to help write a draft Justice Department letter that argued the question was essential to enforce the 1965 Voting Rights Act,
the New York Times reports. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, who set off a firestorm last year when
he announced the addition of the citizenship question, has defended the decision to Congress for that
same reason — suggesting Hofeller's work was more influential to the Trump administration than previously known.
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We had a great
time at our May
Luncheon!
crats'

Demo-

working

together!

4

Across The Country, Protesters Rally To Stop
States' Abortion Bans
By: LAUREL WAMSLEY , NPR

Abortion-rights advocates are holding rallies across the country Tuesday, protesting a wave of laws passed by states in recent weeks to severely restrict access to abortions.
Organizers include the ACLU, Planned Parenthood Action Fund, and
NARAL Pro-Choice America. More than 400 events were planned for a
national day of action outside statehouses and courts, united under the
#StopTheBans moniker.
A rally outside the U.S. Supreme Court drew a number of Democrats
vying for the 2020 presidential nomination, including South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg and Sens. Amy
Klobuchar of Minnesota, Bernie Sanders of Vermont, Cory Booker of New Jersey and Kirsten Gillibrand of New
York.
"This is the beginning of President Trump's war on women," Gillibrand told the crowd. "If he wants this war, he
will have this war, and he will lose."
In Atlanta, protesters held signs reading "Our bodies, our choice" and "You, yes you: Run for office." Georgia
Public Broadcasting's Stephen Fowler reports that activists focused on two messages: Abortion is still legal in the
state, and reproductive rights and maternal health care will be major issues in 2020.

Georgia's new law is set to take effect Jan. 1. Before that happens, the ACLU and other groups plan to challenge
it. But blocking tighter abortion restrictions isn't the end goal, Andrea Young, executive director of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Georgia, told GPB.
"Our goal is that we are working not only to prevent this bill from going into effect, but also using this
energy to actually expand women's access to reproductive health care," Young said. "That
means Medicaid expansion. It means making sure women have access to reproductive health

In Japan, Trump orders
USS John McCain to cover name and
get out of sight
The Wall Street Journal reports that President Trump ordered the locally-anchored USS John McCain to cover its
name in tarp and stay hidden while he was visiting Japan.
Sailors, who wear badges with the ship's name, were given
the day off or told to stay away from official events where Trump would be present.
Newsweek summarizes the Journal's paywalled article:"I think it's fair to say that it was something that really
stunned a lot of the officials who were on the receiving end of the directive," Ballhaus said. "We reviewed some
emails that were exchanged between various Navy commanders and officials for the U.S. in the Pacific command
and both sides really seemed taken aback by the request, even the person who was conveying the request from
the White House military office."
Among the measures taken were a tarp that covered the ship's name and, as the president's visit approached, a
barge was moved closer to the USS John McCain to make it less visible. Sailors on board the ship were instructed to remove any items that displayed its name and were also given the day off when the president visited, the
Journal said.
An official naval account tweeted that the report was false, but photos showed it was true and the Pentagon ultimately admitted likewise:
NEW: The White House wanted the USS John McCain “out of sight” for Trump’s visit to Japan. A tarp was hung
over the ship’s name ahead of the trip, and sailors—who wear caps bearing the ship’s name—were given the day
off for Trump’s visit.
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Trump losing public opinion battle on trade
Trump not winning opinion battle on trade — The latest Monmouth University national poll has more bad news for President Trump on the trade
front. Public opinion is somewhat split on whether tariffs on imports are
good for the U.S. (32%) or bad (37%). But it’s moving the wrong way for
Trump from last year when the public was evenly split. Americans saying
free trade deals are good is up to 51% from 24% in 2015.
And 47% say that Trump’s specific tariffs hurt the U.S. while just 25%
say they help. And 62% percent say they are either very or somewhat
concerned about the impact of a trade war on their local economy. The public also believes (62%) that Americans
will bear the cost of the China tariffs, contrary to Trump’s assertions.
These are just the latest numbers in a broad swath of polling suggesting Trump is not convincing anyone beyond his
hard-core base that his approach to trade is a smart one. And it underlines the risks to his re-election chances if he
doesn’t make a deal with China and/or enters into bruising tariff battles with Japan and the E.U.
Speaking of bad numbers — Per our Brian Faler, the non-partisan Congressional Research Services found that the
GOP tax cut bill “had little impact during its first year on either growth, wages or business investment.

Cramer on CEO reaction to China trade war — some
think Trump is ‘stupid,’ others want to stop him
Reaction from American chief executive officers to the escalating U.S. trade
war and stalled trade talks with China ranges from thinking President Donald
Trump is “stupid” for taking such a hard line to thinking they can actually stop
him, CNBC’s Jim Cramer said Friday.
“There are some CEOs who think Trump is stupid and that this is all bad and it
will go away in the election,” Cramer said on “Squawk on the Street. ” “There are CEOs who say, ‘You
know what, we’re not going to let this happen.’” Cramer continued, “Then there are CEOs who have been
trying to get into China for years — and never been allowed — and they’re the companies, the companies
going higher.”

Cramer also speculated Friday that Trump does not want “sincere talks” with China over trade because
the president feels like he has “got them on the run” and “feels this is how you get re-elected.”
Last week, Cramer reported people were saying that U.S. companies that did not reduce their China exposure after months and months of watching Washington and Beijing clash over trade and economic issues have only themselves to blame.
The Trump administration, at 12:01 a.m. ET last Friday, increased duties on $200 billion worth of Chinese
products from 10% to 25%. On Monday, in retaliation, China announced plans to raise tariffs rates on $60
billion in U.S. goods. The president has also been threatening all along to put tariffs on the rest of China’s
imports.
Wall Street has been concerned higher tariffs could eventually harm U.S. businesses, especially those
with lots of exposure to China. The moves from the Trump administration led to a massive sell-off to start
the week. But stocks clawed back most of their losses through Thursday’s close.
Cramer on Friday said, “Why is everyone so confused by these [China moves from Trump]? I don’t think
he could be more clear. He’s saying, ‘Listen, I’m not going to do what the previous presidents have done.’”
“Trump doesn’t want American companies to do business with China,” the "Mad Money” host added.
“Trump doesn’t want any sort of effort that makes China militarily better, that makes them ahead of us in
terms of 5G,” the next generation wireless technology.
By: Berkeley Lovelace Jr. , MSMBC
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SCOTUS Defers on Abortion, but 2 Justices are 'at War'
Clarence Thomas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg have drawn their
'battle lines'
The Supreme Court may have put off for now some of the core
questions tied to Roe vs. Wade, but the Cut and CNN note justices
Clarence Thomas and Ruth Bader Ginsburg are now "officially at
war" and "drawing their battle lines." All of the justices agreed to let
a lower court ruling stand that blocked an Indiana ban against abortions solely motivated by the sex, race, or disability of the fetus,
while also upholding that state's law that fetal remains be buried or cremated. Ginsburg, however, noted
(along with Justice Sonia Sotomayor) that she would've kept the whole Indiana law intact, and
"demonstrated that she is not going quietly on any abortion-related compromise," per CNN. "This case implicates the right of a woman to choose to have an abortion before viability and to obtain it without undue
interference from the state," she wrote in the lone dissenting opinion, a brief two pages.
Meanwhile, in his own opinion, Thomas wrote 10 times that amount, per BuzzFeed. Not only did he make it
clear he'd support Indiana's abortion ban, but he noted "this law and other laws like it promote a State's
compelling interest in preventing abortion from becoming a tool of modern-day eugenics," citing Planned
Parenthood founder Margaret Sanger's advocacy of birth control to control population. Thomas says Sanger's birth control arguments could also apply to abortion, though conceding she didn't push abortion as a
eugenics method: "Technological advances have only heightened the eugenic potential for abortion, as
abortion can now be used to eliminate children with unwanted characteristics, such as a particular sex
or disability," he wrote. He added, "Justice Ginsburg's dissent from this holding makes little sense," while
Ginsburg wrote one of his notes "displays more heat than light."
By Jenn Gidman, Newser Staff

Joint Chiefs chairman dodges on funding for border wall
The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on Wednesday defended the military’s deployment of troops to the U.S.-Mexico border but wouldn't say
whether it was right to divert military funds toward a border barrier construction.
“I’m not going to comment on the appropriateness of taking money from the
Department of Defense and moving it to the border,” Marine Gen. Joseph
Dunford told an audience at the Brookings Institution.
That was in contrast to how Dunford described the deployment of 3,200
troops to help civilian law enforcement at the border. He called that
“fundamentally a legal and appropriate mission.”
At the White House’s direction, the Pentagon has been channeling money from various military accounts to construction of a border barrier. That money has allowed the Pentagon to award $6 billion in construction contracts.
This month, acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan told Fox News he was following the president's orders.
"We have a crisis at the border, a national emergency declared by the president," Shanahan said. "The commander
in chief has given me a direct legal order to secure the border. I'm securing the border."
Last week, a U.S. District Court judge in California barred some of the military funds from being used to construct a
border wall in specific areas. An initial $1 billion was committed using a tactic that Judge Haywood Gilliam deemed
unconstitutional because the military counterdrug fund the money was channeled through could be used only for
“unforeseen” needs. By: Welsley Morgan, Politica
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Brian Heavrin Received Recognition Award
I want to express my sincere appreciation and thanks to the Democratic
Women’s Club of Manatee County for recognizing me with this award. I
am truly humbled and honored to receive it. In a larger sense, how
ever, this award is more appropriately deserved by all the women and
men of our club. All of you deserve a big round of applause for working
together to help save our democracy from the current administration.
Thank you, Brian Heavrin

Available now to order. Democratic Women’s Club Tee Shirts! Available in sizes small
to 2x and they are all cotton. Priced at only $20 each. We also have DWC name tags
available for purchase for $13 each. Contact Erika Lundquist at 440-384-0985 or email
her at elund66@aol.com to get yours!
CHRISTMAS IN JULY FOR THE BETHESDA HOUSE.. As most of you know, my
partner Bruce Harrison and I collect personal hygiene items for the Bethesda House
in Sarasota. Bethesda House is a food bank for people with AIDS and their families.
Unfortunately most of the clients are on food stamps and they cannot purchase toiletries with food stamps. We collect items throughout the year for them, but try to make
an especially larger donation in the summer when donations are low.
If you would like to help increase our donations for our Christmas In July, please
bring items to the June meeting. We need things for both men and women, such as
toilet paper, toothpaste, deodorant, lotions, feminine products, shampoo and more. If you prefer to make a cash
donation, we will be glad to shop for you.
I will be out of town during our next meeting, so please give your donations to Mary Young.
Thanks a Million! Brian
We have a special request from Healthy Start, which is one of our charities we collect baby items for.
Healthy Start Coalition of Manatee County is an organization dedicated to enhancing maternal
and infant health care. Healthy Start offers free support services for pregnant women, new mothers, and infants. This program aims to assure they all have access to prenatal and pediatric care. It
promotes healthy birth outcomes, parenting, and child development.
Healthy Start is in need of baby diapers. If you can, please bring diapers to our June meeting and

We had a great haul last month for our food donations to Our Daily Bread. Let’s remember that summertime is the hardest time of the year for donations, so please help if you can
with nonperishable foods such as canned meat, sugar, flour, cereals, dried beans and

This month’s music video was originally played on the second night of the Democratic convention nominating Hillary Clinton, but in light of the recent assault on
women’s right to abortion, I thought it is appropriate today. Enjoy Rachel Platten’s
“FIGHT SONG” performed by actors, musicians and Democrat supporters
CLICK HERE TO SEE THE VIDEO “FIGHT SONG”
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

elund66@aol.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-209-2096

Alysia Simms

alysia.simms@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com

Websites
DWC of Manatee County Website: DWCManatee.com

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Manatee County Democrats Website:

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

ManateeCountyDemocrates.com
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
There are numerous events for Democratic Members
throughout the month of June. To check times and dates of
these events please visit our Manatee County Democratic
website at www.ManateeDemocrats.com.
You can also stop by the Democratic Headquarters located
435 Manatee Ave W, Bradenton, FL to receive and event
information or call (941) 301-4336 to speak to a volunteer.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

(switchboard) 202-456-1111
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

(202) 224-5274

941.727.2042

Newt.newton@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)

202-224-3041

www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov

941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

