St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
15 Sunday after Pentecost – September 18, 2022
th

8:30 am Service is live, 11:00 am is live, live-streamed, and recorded
Holy Communion, Setting One
Hymns will be found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.

Prelude - Allein Gott in der Hoh sei Ehr by J. S. Bach
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
P
C

C
P
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Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Song - Take My Life, That I May Be
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Hymn - All Glory Be to God on High
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The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet
from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in
Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that
God will not tolerate such a situation.
4
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

Psalm: Psalm 113

Congregation sings Refrain and bold verses

Refrain
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; praise the name | of the LORD.
2
Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, from this time forth for- | evermore.
3
From the rising of the sun to its | going down let the name of the | LORD be praised.
4
The LORD is high a- | bove all nations; God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. Refrain
5
Who is like the | LORD our God, who sits en- | throned on high,
6
but stoops | to behold the heavens | and the earth?
7
The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
8
enthroning them | with the rulers, with the rulers | of the people.
9
The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house to be a joyful mother of children. |
Hallelujah! Refrain
1

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters,
such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an
expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.
4

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
4
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
1

Gospel Acclamation

After the Gospel is announced, the people say: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is
commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less
creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable
household.
1
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now
that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am
ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said
to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill
and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
5

are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest
wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth,
who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth.”
After the Gospel is read, the people say: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Sermon
Hymn of the Day - Let Justice Flow like Streams
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for baptism
or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share
your good news with the world. God of grace,
6

hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us
how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable
practices. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that
all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders
(especially Dag Hammarskjöld) and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and
social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and
emergency shelters (local outreach may be named). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the proper
and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Seek out those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or
illness. Provide for those in any need (especially) Barbara, Jan, Tony, JoAnn, Janet, Joyce, Ida,
Phyllis, Leslie, Bob, Ellie, David, Ted, Naomi, Karen, Fran and others we may name aloud or
quietly in our hearts. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of
those who have gone before us (especially), and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has
no end. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
MEAL
Offering
Offertory - (8:30) Improvisation on Patmos
(11:00) Choir Anthem: O come, ye servants of the Lord by Christopher Tye
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Offertory - Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray together
C God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

8

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy Holy Holy

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

9

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
P Come to the banquet for all is ready.
COMMUNION SONG – LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
And each person may respond Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN – Be Thou My Vision
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.
A God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
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SENDING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
SENDING HYMN – Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C We will. Thanks be to God.
Postlude - Improvisation in Slane
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.

The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God with the following recognitions:
Z In memory of Jeannette and Ernie Dahl by Martha Dahl
Altar Flowers – If you would like to make a recognition through a request for Altar Flowers, please stop
by the credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium. Sign up for the day(s) you would like to request, pick
up an envelope and form in the lower box and turn in your request form(s) which should indicate your
announcement for the bulletin, and payment ($40) at least one week in advance. If you have any
questions, speak with a staff person.
Prayer of the Church (Members): Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida
Elliott, Phyllis Jenkins, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Naomi Watson, Pat Casper, Judy Schlegel, Mary Bader, John
Friedrich, Larry Jenkins
Our sympathy to the family and friends of Barbara Shade, who died on Saturday, September 10.
Her Celebration to the Glory of God was held at St. Paul’s on Saturday, September 17, at 11:00 am.
Memorials may be made to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial Fund.
Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time, email staff, or call the office.
Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews and Robert Meissner [Tony Perrotte’s mother and
uncle], Vickie Ettinger, Lois Horn, Diane Johnson, Dian Piazza (Penni Perrotte’s friends), Laura Williams
(friend of Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree),
Tim and Sue Williams (friends of the Foremans), Pamela Kildahl (sister of Wendy Waugh), Sara Russell
(sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by Joan Pepper), Sayge
Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz (friend of
Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gay
Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson), Jacki and Steven and
daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni
Perrotte), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia Redman), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and
Hunter Hinshaw), Gad Kainer, Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity,
Chuck Noll (friend of the Waugh’s), Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel), William and Barbara
Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Paul DeVries (brother of Bob
DeVries), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha Dahl), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks),
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Elaine Williamson (sister-in-law of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins), Paul (son-in-law of Jan Huntley), Cynthia
Sund (grandmother of Megan Cunningham), Richard Dominick (brother of Ted Dominick), Burr
Hasselbeck, Cindy and Adam White (family of Ann Grovenstein), Deborah Steed, Josephine Economy and
John Bigsby (friends of Bess Line), Jane Taylor (mother of Maria Chi), Wayne Coulter (brother-in-law of
Marlene Coulter), Debra Fletcher (sister of Bill Wilson), Marie Watts (cousin of Pat Casper), Ruth Parker
(aunt of Pat Casper), Don Rangnow (friend of Robin Winfree), Jim Cunningham (father of Megan
Cunningham), Ashley Collins (niece of Deb Tabert)
Music ensembles are back! Handbell choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the balcony.
No prior ringing experience is necessary, but some understanding of sheet music is helpful. The adult
choir, which meets at 7:15 on Wednesday nights, is open to any and all interested in singing, no prior
experience is necessary.
We are looking for 2 volunteers to help out with music time for the kids at the 8:30 am Sunday
service. Assistance is needed with escorting the children after the children’s sermon from the sanctuary to
Whitesell and back, along with one alerting the music director when the sermon is done and the other
acting as an aid during music time. It will only last about 10 minutes, 15 max.
Adult Sunday Class at St. Paul’s has an interesting collection of topics for this fall, beginning with this
Sunday, September 18. Our first topic is a study of the book of Isaiah, from which our lectionary draws
heavily for its New Testament readings. We will spend the first of four Sundays by looking at portions of
Chapters 1-11. If you bring your own Bible, try to make it the Revised Standard Version or newer.
Children will be meeting each Sunday downstairs in the Genesis Room (the larger room with the
kitchen). They begin at 9:45 and conclude at 10:45 am. Leaders at the present time are Betty Hinshaw
and Carole Ostrowski. They will be incorporating the Vacation Bible School curriculum so the children will
be learning all about Jesus through bible stories which accompany the series “Rocky Railroad.” We
welcome all children to this interactive and varied activities program.
Thursday Bible Study – Join us on Thursdays at 10:30-11:45 am where we are studying the book of
Genesis. The class takes place in the Conference Room and by Zoom.
A date for your calendar -- Ted Turner, our Minister of Music, has an organ recital scheduled at St.
Paul's on Sunday, October 9 at 3:30 pm in the sanctuary. Come enjoy works by Bach, Scheidemann,
Tunder, Reincken and Jacob Praetorius II. Spread the word!

PASTA for PARKTOWN!!
Help Stock the St. Paul’s Shelf at Parktown Food Hub!
The Women’s Connection Group is leading an initiative to support the Parktown Food
Hub, a ministry of South Durham Connections, led by Pastor Sharon Schulze.
St. Paul’s has committed to “adopting a shelf” in the Food Hub for at least the next 6
months.
St. Paul’s Shelf - dry boxed pasta – spaghetti, macaroni, ziti, penne, etc. (NOT: kits
or dinner, nor canned pasta entrees).
< Fact: at least 21 packages of dry pasta are distributed each week to clients.
< Fact: all basic food needs are greater than ever.
< Fact: your generosity makes a difference to our neighbors!
Please consider adding a box or two or more of pasta to your shopping list and
place it in the box in the atrium at the bulletin board.
Nurturing Committee Notes – Reach Out and Touch someone with a card and note. On the table in
the foyer is a collection of cards with envelopes. Feel free to choose one – or more – write a note of help,
encouragement, or thinking-of-you and send it. It doesn’t need to be a St. Paul’s family member, but it
could be a way to connect with someone from our sisters and brothers in Christ at St. Paul’s. Just imagine
how you would appreciate a note, so as you REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOMEONE you know how much
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they will appreciate it! Say “hello – how are you today,” “we haven’t met but I would like to say HI to
you” or “Hope you are having a good day” with a card. If you don’t know who to write to, there is a
fishbowl with congregation members, and you may draw out a name and connect with that person.
“Election Season 2022: Do you have questions, hopes, or concerns? Join us on Sunday afternoon,
Sept. 18th, at 4:00 for a virtual forum with Derek Bowens, Durham County Director of Elections. We’ll
learn about the voting process and the behind-the-scenes work that goes in to a smooth election cycle.
St. Paul’s is collaborating with St. Joseph’s AME church in hosting this non-partisan Forum; please feel
free to invite friends and neighbors; we hope to extend this educational outreach as widely as possible.
On the afternoon of Sept. 18th, a Zoom link will be set up in Trinity Hall; if you’d like to attend this event
“in person” please come join us about 3:45. The link to join is: https://bit.ly/3T2OLXB
We have lots of ideas for additional outreach efforts, but we need additional volunteers to make
these a reality. Are you interested in helping us with voter registration drives? Neighborhood outreach? All
of our activities would be completely non-partisan, aimed toward support and education for all voters.
Training for voter registration volunteers is being arranged. If you would like to be a part of CCG’s fall
election efforts, please send a note to Tina Bessias (tina.bessias@gmail.com) or Bee Ellertson
(bellertson@icloud.com); tell us what kinds of activities you’re interested in, and how much time you
might be able to contribute, then we’ll work to coordinate activities and schedules.

Croasdaile Worship – The Croasdaile worship this month will be Thursday, September 22, the
Fourth Thursday of the month, at 2:00 pm.
Join the Coffee Hour on Mondays on Zoom from 10-11.
Topic: Coffee Hour, Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753 – Password: 292680
Ted Turner, the Minister of Music, is available for piano and/or organ lessons. Ted has experience
teaching a diverse array of skill levels and ages, no prior experience is necessary. More information is
available at www.tedturnerorganist.com. contact him at 217-898-3467 or taturner16@gmail.com
Our Free Little Library is full of books, magazines, and puzzles for your use. You are welcome to take
or leave one to use and share. Stop by the shelf which is near the water fountain in the atrium.
It is time to bring us up to date on our current pictorial directory. To help us – please submit a
current photograph of you/your family. It does not have to be a professional photo – many of you
probably have selfies and vacation photos handy on your phone. You may send it to Susan Esposito at
admin@stpaulsdurham.org and it will be uploaded into your family profile. You may also make any
changes, such as address, email address, birthdays, anniversary, phone numbers – at the same time.
You can get the latest directory on your smart phone app “Instant Church Directory.” Stop by the
credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium and there are instruction sheets for both Android and Apple
phones. As changes occur, the updates are made in the church office and are instantly updated on your
app when you use it.
One easy way you can support the St. Paul’s Preschool & PMO is by linking your Harris Teeter VIC
card. When you link your card to St. Paul’s Preschool & PMO, the Preschool will receive a portion of your
purchases from Harris Teeter. The Harris Teeter account number is 3049. You can link in any store or
online and you do not need to be a preschool parent to link your card.

Worship Update – We have two services: 8:30 am and 11:00 am, both using Setting One of the
ELW. The 8:30 am service will be in-person. The 11:00 am service will be in-person, live-streamed and
recorded. The link to watch the 11:00 service live is: https://vimeo.com/event/1478223. The link to watch
any services which have been recorded is: https://vimeo.com/stpaulsdurham then choose the service
date or event you wish to watch.
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Sign-Up Genius Links
We need worship assistants weekly. Please visit the Sign-Up Genius links which we use to enable
volunteers to fill in where needed, now for both services. Click on the link and fill in your date(s).
 Devotions – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1
Please send your devotions to Vicar Amanda Spangler at vicar@stpaulsdurham.org
 Sunday Morning Worship Tasks
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1
Tasks include setting up, lector, worship assistant, sound, altar guild, video, etc.
 Sunday morning Communion Assistants and Lock-Up
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-communion
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Gathering - Take My Life, That I May Be
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Hymn of the Day – Let Justice Flow like Streams
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Communion Hymn – Be Thou My Vision
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Sending Hymn - Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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