A plus combined Course Handicap side must be added to the
gross score to determine the net score. (See Decision 9-4b/1.)

Example: On side A-B, Player A has a Course Handicap of 5

and Player B has a Course Handicap of 12. Side A-B’s combined
Course Handicap is 17. Side A-B will receive 9 strokes (17 x 50%
= 8.5, rounded to 9).

Stableford Competition: Allowance: Players use full Course
Handicap, and strokes are taken as they are allocated on the
stroke allocation table.

Example: Player A has a Course Handicap of 16 in a Stableford
competition based on net scores with par as the fixed score.
Player A’s gross score of 5 on a par 4 allocated as the 15th
handicap-stroke hole results in a net score of 4 (par). Player A
receives two points for the hole.

STABLEFORD COMPETITION CHART

Hole Played In Points

More than one over fixed score or no score

returned ©
One over fixed score 1
Fixed Score 2
One under fixed score 3
Two under fixed score 4
Three under fixed score 5
Four under fixed score 6
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Plus Handicaps

When applying a percentage of Course Handicap to a plus
handicap player, it brings that player closer to zero. This occurs
in order to keep as close as possible the proper percentage of
disparity in handicap. For example, playing at 100 percent of
Course Handicap, the spread of two players, a +5 and 10 Course
Handicap, is 15 strokes. In a competition where 80 percent of
Course Handicap is utilized, the +5 becomes a +4 (+5 x 80%)
and the 10 becomes an 8 (10 x 80%). The difference between
their adjusted Course Handicap is 12, which is 80 percent of the
original spread of 15 using 100 percent (15 x 80% = 12).

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers on The
USGA Handicap System

Q: Why do I have a Handicap Index and a Course Handicap?

A: A Handicap Index represents the potential playing ability
on a course of standard playing difficulty. A Course Handicap
represents a whole number of strokes needed on a specific
set of tees to play to that tee’s USGA Course Rating. A player
needs a Handicap Index to convert to a Course Handicap.

Q: If 1 have a Course Handicap greater than 18, where do I get
my 19th stroke?

A: Each hole is assigned an allocated handicap stroke number, 1
through 18. In this situation, one stroke is assigned per hole, and
two strokes are assigned on the number 1 allocated stroke hole.

Q: If I pick up on a hole, what score do | post?

A: Record the “most likely score” for handicap purposes. A
most likely score is the number of strokes already taken plus,
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in the player’s best judgment, the number of strokes needed
to complete the hole from that point more than half the time.
Do not automatically post using the Equitable Stroke Control
(ESC) maximum. ESC is applied after the round and is only
used when the actual score or the most likely score exceeds
the maximum number.

Q: I lost a match 4 and 3, so i only completed 15 holes. Can |
turn in an 18-hole score?

A: Yes. For the holes that were not played, record a score of
par plus any handicap strokes entitled to based on full Course
Handicap. If the post-match holes were played, post the
adjusted gross scores for holes 16-18.

Q: If I have an injury or disability, can my Handicap index be
adjusted?

A: Yes. A modified Handicap Index (M) can be provided by
the player’s Handicap Committee. Feel free to visit Section
8-4c(iii), Decision 8-4c¢/1, and 8-4c¢/2 of “The USGA Handicap
System” for additional information.

Q: What happens if | fail to post a score or post one in error?

A: Post the score as soon as possible. The Handicap
Committee can post a penalty score for any score not
posted equal to the highest or lowest Handicap Differential
in the player’s scoring record. Regular absence of posting
can result in adjustment or withdrawal of a Handicap Index.

The Handicap Committee at the golf club where a player main-
tains a Handicap Index can correct any score posted in error.
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Q: If I haven’t played in several years, may | start over with a
new Handicap Index?

A: If the player’s scoring record is available via the club’s com-
putation service then the player should use the last Handicap
Index on resumption of play. If the existing scores do not
accurately represent the player’s current potential ability, the
Handicap Committee may modify the player’s Handicap Index
under Section 8-4c. If the player’s scoring record is unavailable
then the player has no Handicap Index until five scores have
been posted and a handicap revision takes place.

Q: What if I belong to two or more clubs; should I have the
same Handicap Index?

A: All scores must be posted to all golf clubs. If the clubs use
the same computation service, a player may register with the
service as a multi-member and post scores at the club where
the player has played. The handicap computation service will
combine all acceptable scores into one scoring record.

If the clubs do not use the same computation service, the
player has the responsibility of posting all scores to all clubs.

Q: Can | use an online service to establish a Handicap Index?

A: A Handicap Index is issued only through licensed golf clubs,
and the online service would need to have a golf club established
following all elements of the USGA Handicap System and like all
golf clubs, it would have to be licensed by the USGA to issue a
Handicap Index to its members. A golf club can obtain a license
agreement directly from the USGA or through its membership

in an authorized golf association that is already licensed by

the USGA and that has jurisdiction in the geographic area that
includes the principal location of the golf club.
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Q: My golf course has a Slope Rating of 135. My friend’s golf
course has a Slope Rating of 120. Does this mean my golf
course is more difficult than my friend’s course?

A: Not necessarily. Keep in mind that Slope Rating is not a mea-
sure of absolute difficulty. One needs to know the other com-
ponents (USGA Course Rating and Bogey Rating) including what
type of player is in question — low, middle, or higher handicap
player. The higher the Slope Rating means scores between the
scratch and non-scratch golfers are spread out more.

Q: My next event states that | must have a Handicap Index from
a licensed golf club. What does that mean?

A: Every golf club desiring to issue a Handicap Index must be
licensed. A list of these clubs is displayed on the Authorized
Golf Club Listing of the USGA website at www.usga.org. Many
tournaments may make this a condition of the competition, to
which players must comply with in order to compete — see
Section 9-1.
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Q: Can I post a nine-hole score to my scoring record?

A: Yes, a nine-hole score is acceptable for posting purposes
and must be added to a players scoring record. When posting
a nine-hole score, the player should be aware of the individual
USGA Course Rating and Slope Rating for nine-holes. These
Ratings must be used along with the adjusted gross score for
the side played.

When two nine-hole scores are combined, the USGA Course
Rating is the sum of each nine-hole USGA Course Rating and

the Slope Rating is the average of the Slope Rating of the two
nines (if the average is .5, it is rounded upward to the next whole
number). Two nine-hole scores combined to create an 18-hole
score should be designated with the letter C (e.g., 85C).

Q: Can a round played alone be posted?

A: No. See page 2, “Peer Review Defined,” and page 9 under
“Unacceptable Scores.” Playing alone doesn’t meet the
definition of peer review, which is a key component of the
USGA Handicap System and having an opportunity to play golf
with each other and support or dispute scores that are posted.

Q: Where can | get more information on the USGA Handicap
System?

A: By contacting a local authorized golf association or visiting
the USGA website at www.usga.org. It is available online to
view at no charge. In addition, feel free to call the USGA Order
Department at 1-888-920-USGA(8742) to order a copy of “The
USGA Handicap System.”
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