Aim: How did the Agrarian revolt affect American society?


I. The Agrarian Crusade
· Farmers wanted to improve their economic conditions

· They joined in organizations to help protect their rights and gain political power

II. The Granger Movement
· 1867: Oliver Hudson Kelley started the Grange 

· Fought against the railroads

· Wanted to: 

1. Organize-----Form cooperatives----sponsor legislation to regulate railroads
a. Political Improvements:

· passed the Granger laws

· regulated the prices the railroads charged to store grain

· Munn v. Illinois 

· Established public regulation of private businesses because it served the public interest

· Political parties gave more attention to farmers needs

III. Problems with Money

· The gov’t printed to many greenbacks w/o specie 

· the farmers wanted greenbacks in circulation to cause inflation

· It would be easier to pay off debts 
a. Panic of 1873

· credit dried up, foreclosures, banks failed, factories closed, high unemployment

b. Specie Resumption Act of 1875 

· fixed the amount of greenbacks in circulation 

· caused deflation and lower prices

IV. Greenback-Labor Party
· repeal the Specie Resumption Act 

· wanted more greenbacks

· In 1878 14 party members to Congress

· Party weakened by 1884
V. Formation of the Populist Party
· Farmers' Alliances wanted railroad regulation and tax reform

· By 1892 they formed the Populist Party

VI. Goals of the Populist Party
The platform called for: 

· abolition of national banks-----free coinage of silver

· government ownership of transportation and communication

· plenty of paper money-----a working day of eight hours

· pensions------------------reform of immigration regulations

· The Populists lost the election in 1892 but gained popularity

VII. The Election of 1896
· Republican Party nominated William McKinley 
· The Populists and Democratic Party nominated William Jennings Bryan 
· Republican William McKinley won by gaining 271 electoral votes

· This election brought about the dissolution of the Populist Party
