Luke is not done connecting the dots for us 


from his intro to his conclusion.  

So far we have seen that God has plans for amazing things 

and the ability to complete them.  

Now we are moving more into exactly 


what God is going to accomplish.  

So this week 


we will look at bringing the Messiah in.  

Then next week, 


salvation to the Gentiles, 


before we hear about the fall and rise of many being foreshadowed.

But this Messiah being born, 


despite having heard about it, 


and possibly being confused when we heard it first mentioned, 



thinking it was Jesus' last name, 


is something that took everyone on a roller coaster of a journey.  

I tried to find some songs that use the term “Messiah,” 


but we don't like the Hebrew term in our songs very much.  



Except for Handel, 


who wrote a whole symphony called the “Messiah,”  



but never used the Hebrew word.

So what is this role 


or Messiah 


or Christ 

that Luke wants us to know is being fulfilled in Jesus' birth?  


This role that seems to be supported throughout Luke.  


Then has to be reestablished in the closing chapter, 



because Jesus' death thwarted expectations 



and his resurrection redefined the expectations.  

Our introductory chapters 


give us a clue of why we might not fully comprehend all 



that is intended by Christ 



or Messiah 




just by who pronounces them.  

The first two scenes 


are angels pronouncing it.  



As Mary is informed by the angel Gabriel.  



The Shepherds are then informed by the hosts of heaven.  

Simeon situation gives us hope 


that we might understand what a Messiah would do, 



until we realize that he is filled with the Holy Spirit.  


So it was not by his own understanding alone 



that he saw Jesus' potential.  

So as Mary pondered these things in her heart, 

shepherds spread the news of what they saw and heard, 

and Simeon shouted it out to all standing nearby 


and then was ready to die, 



what did the people have to work with?

The root word means “anointing.”  


First done with oil, 



it promoted physical well-being.  

As it moved into other realms, 


it conferred strength and majesty.  

By the time we hear of it in the Old Testament,


 it is done by God himself, 



usually through commanding someone to do it.  

If you were anointed by God, 


you have legitimacy in your position.  



Thus Saul, David, and Solomon, 




plus Joash, Jehoabhas, and Jehu are anointed kings.  



As is the High Priests prescribed to be anointed. 



There is an instance of Prophets being anointed.  




Plus objects in the temple. 


So we have God himself choosing people to be priest,  



kings, 



and prophets, 


as well as tools, 



with God's authority and majesty.

So we know it is someone special.  


But what task will they do?  

In the New Testament, 


we hear the word Christ used 529 times, 



379 of those times by Paul.  




Hence our familiarity.  

But in the gospel fo Luke, 


it is used only 12 times.  

6 of those are in the trial 


as Jesus is accused and scoffed at 



for saying he had God's authority.  

Our remaining entries 


not found in the intro or conclusion 



are people wondering if John was the Christ 



and Demons saying Jesus was, 




but being prevented from telling others.  


The last remaining entry, 



was again through the Holy Spirit, 




as in 9:20, 





Peter proclaims that Jesus is the Christ.

So what did we miss 


that the Christ was supposed to do 


that Jesus did, 



but people had to be told about after the resurrection?  

If we look at the references in the trial and crucifixion, 


Jesus is mocked because he is on the cross, 



so how could he be the Messiah?  


He is going to die.  



So no King. 



 No power or divine approval.  


He is neither the long awaited prophet, 



priest, 



or king that the people had been waiting for.  

Jesus had potential. 


 But Herod and Pontius Pilate are still on the throne, 


Caiphus is still the chief priest, 


and Israel is as broken as ever.

So what is there left for the Messiah to do.  


He was supposed to be sitting on David's throne.  



But not even someone with a clear claim is there now.  


He was supposed to be a priest like Aaron, 



but that is filled by a lesser man that Aaron.  

What were we expecting the Messiah to do?  


The resurrection morning tells us, 



“Too Little!”  

We again, 


had a very small God.  

One that was needed to only overthrow the Roman Empire.  


Which God later did.  



Just as he raised up 




and took down Egypt, 




Persia, 




and Assyria.  



Just as he may do with the United States at some point.  

Other people were never our true enemy.  


They often were just ways 



in which the true enemy had control over us, 




with the threat of death.  

Death was the one who had removed David from his throne.  

Aaron and Moses, 


the great Priest and Prophets of Israel,



 fell to death as well.  

In the year 2021, 


we have spent trillions of dollars trying to ward off death 



from the COVID-19 virus.  


But despite it not being through COVID, 



those of us with the vaccine 




still have death on our dance card eventually.  

What if we changed our perspective 


from being afraid of other people, 


to fearing the one who has conquered death.  



It changes our world in earth shaking ways!  

From the texts that we started with, 


it doesn't just change earth, 


it changes all creation.  



Thus the angels singing about it, 




telling anyone they could, 



the Holy Spirit telling Simeon.  



Even demons knew their world was changed.  




Demons do not serve people, 





they serve death and the prince of darkness.

As we have sometimes stated, 


no matter who is in political office, 



Jesus is still Lord, 



still Messiah.  

But we often say that, 


without putting it fully into context.  

If Jesus is Lord, 


and for our discussion today,



 Messiah.  

Than we should be opposed to any policy that promotes death.  


We should be agents of light and life.  

For Jesus has conquered death 


and installed a new kind of Kingdom.  

But we get stuck in this Kingdom so easily.  


Thinking that death is to be avoided at all costs 



and has the final say.  


Instead of realizing that our Messiah ended deaths power and authority



 by enduring it.  


He had to suffer these things in order to enter his glory.

I am pretty sure all of us have had something we did not look forward to doing.  


Procrastinated, 


avoided it, 


tried to get someone else to do it. 

 Then we finally did it and thought, 


“That was not so bad.  




Why did I wait so long to do it? 


 I feel more alive because I did it.”  

I know jumping into icy lakes was like that for me, 


but I always came out refreshed and feeling alive.  

But there were a lot of false attempts to get in.  


It is because I feared the cold.  



But suffering is part of the glory process.

Everyone gave up on Jesus, 


because he was about to die.  


He was suffering horrible things.  


How could he be anointed of God to defeat the ruler of this world?  

Well, 


how else was he supposed to face the ruler of this world?  

If we think that Herod, 


or even Caesar were the rulers, 

that is where we missed the boat.  

Entering into death 


was how Jesus was able to face down the ruler of this world.  

That was his stronghold, 


what had given him power for millenia.  

Eternal life was available in the garden, 


but God got us out of there 



before we ate of that tree in our fallen state.  

But now, 


death's hold has been broken.  

Jesus now holds the keys of death and hades. 


 So what is there left to fear?  


Only Jesus.

Jesus holds the keys to death and Hades.  


He overcame death.  



The sting is not there 




that there once was.  


Jesus finishes Luke 



trying to let the disciples know that this was the plan all along.  

God always intended to bring us back into a familial relationship with him, 


where we walk with him in the cool of the evening 


and the rest of the day and night as well.  

But by defeating a nation in power like Rome, 


or any other human institution, 



nothing changes.  

In saving us from death 


and the powers of this world, 

which depended upon the threat of death, 


the world is changed.

Peter had a moment of insight


 of what God might be doing back in chapter 9.  

But like us, 


he quickly forgot what the Messiah would do.  


He quickly fell back into the realities present before him, 



with their false facade of power.  

But heaven wants us to know 


that is not the reality that actually exists.  

It is much like a virtual reality.  


Everything seems real, 



what we do has cause and effect, 


but the rules we were living by 



are not the ones creation itself works by.  

Jesus coming to earth as the Messiah, 


the anointed on of God, 



fulfilling David's Kingly role, 



Aaron's role as Priest, 


has changed our relationship to creation and the creator.  

We need to remember what God intended to rescue us from.  


Not necessarily what we thought we needed rescued from, 



but we were rescued from death




that changes our perspective towards everything 





we think we need rescued from.  

We suddenly find ourselves ready to live differently, 


to suffer, 



because the rules are changed.
