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John 14:1-12 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to
the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the
Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say,
“Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does
his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then
believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am
going to the Father.

In this week’s Gospel, there are many themes in this rich reading. One theme that I would ask you to reflect
upon would be the hospitality of relationship. This reading is a well-known and often chosen at funerals. Jesus tells
his disciples ( and us ) that a person’s destiny is to be at home with God; there is a place for us there; it has been
prepared by God. In other words, we have a very real sense that we belong to God and our destiny is to be with God
in heaven. If you think of our homes when we are going to have a guest or welcome home a family member, we
often prepare their room, and clean the house. Maybe do some extra cooking and baking. We create a space that
says ‘welcome, we are glad you are here, we love having you, we love you!’ I hear this in Jesus words today on this
5th Sunday of Easter. It is in God’s nature to be hospitable, to want us to be with God in heaven for eternity. It is
the desire of God’s heart to draw us together with Him. It also says to everyone, there is a place for you. I think of
the many people who do not feel welcomed in the Church, or who feel excluded by sinfulness or a strained
relationship with Church and with God. I think of many people who no longer identify with a church or a
denomination or with the Christian religion. God has prepared a place for all of them. Each person has a home
with God. Whatever the source of division, fundamentally God desires to bring us together. I realize that these
complex issues are not easily resolved, nor am I advocating for a naïve and watered-down approach to the issues
that divide people. But I think that that sometimes we lose sight of the nature of God in the details of complexities
and reminding ourselves of God’s nature to offer deep and abiding hospitality can bring both comfort and focus.

The second theme that I wish to reflect with you upon is relationship. In the Gospel Jesus clearly says to the
disciples that if they know him then they know God. God and Jesus are one. It always interested me how long it
took the apostles to understand who Jesus was and is. In this reading, they have not grasped his identity in terms of
his relationship with God. His invitation to see God though him, is the same invitation made to us. If you look at
Jesus , who do you see? What are his characteristics, qualities, and values? And do you, and I , understand Jesus to
be the light into the heart and nature of God? In this Easter season we are invited once again to grow in relationship
with the resurrected Christ, to come to know him better, and in so doing to grow in relationship with God.
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Watch Pope Francis' Urbi et Orbi (to Rome and the World) blessing during this time
of the Pandemic. Click here.

Learn how to pray the Rosary. Click here.
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Prayer of Pope Francis to Mary during Pandemic. Watch here.

