March 28, 2021
Palm Sunday
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME
PRELUDE: Rhosymedre (R.V. Williams)
ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
FANFARE: Triumphal Entry (J. Raney)
Trent DeVerter, Trumpet
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:
29
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, "Go into the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has
never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, 'Why
are you untying it?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it.'" 32So those who were
sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying
the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 34They
said, "The Lord needs it." 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along,
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice
for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,
"Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!"
39

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your
disciples to stop." 40He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the
stones would shout out."
Word of God.
Word of Life

BLESSING OF PALMS
The Lord is with you always! Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed
messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his
way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to
follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
PROCESSION: All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344)

PRAYER OF THE DAY – David Osborne
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings,
death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross.
In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Luke 20:1-8 – Jessica Lichtenstein
1
One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the
good news, the chief priests and the scribes came with the elders 2and
said to him, "Tell us, by what authority are you doing these things? Who is
it who gave you this authority?" 3He answered them, "I will also ask you a
question, and you tell me: 4Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?" 5They discussed it with one another, saying, "If
we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 'Why did you not believe him?' 6But if
we say, 'Of human origin,' all the people will stone us; for they are
convinced that John was a prophet." 7So they answered that they did not
know where it came from. 8Then Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these things."
Word of God.
Word of Life
ANTHEM: The Word of God Is Source and Seed (Dufner/Hurd)
Jay Craig, Soloist
SECOND READING: Luke 21:25-33 – Kristi Pyne
25
There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
26
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see
'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 28Now
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,

because your redemption is drawing near."
29
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
Word of God.
Word of Life
HYMN OF PRAISE: Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (ELW 334)

THIRD READING: Luke 21:34-38 – Nicole Thorsheim
34
Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch
you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the
face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may
have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to
stand before the Son of Man."
37
Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out
and spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. 38And all the
people would get up early in the morning to listen to him in the temple.
Word of God.
Word of Life.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: My Song Is Love Unknown (LBW 94)

NICENE CREED – Roger Steinke
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION –
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church
humility. Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we
always know your will. Heal us and empower us to confess Christ
crucified. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting
resurrection: restore lost habitats and endangered species. Create new
possibilities for areas affected by climate change especially our salt
waters and snow packs, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture
new growth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct
the powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain
justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide those who command them, that they
serve those in greatest need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are
condemned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and
strengthen those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer;
grant respite and renewal. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice
workers and funeral directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at
times of death: those who plan and lead funerals, those who prepare
meals, all who offer support in grief. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for
the faith you have given to people of all places and times. Give us also
such faith to trust the promises of baptism and, with them, to look for
the resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY: A Story for All People (W&P 2)
Sigrun Payne, Soloist
OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and
your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your
presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed
and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER – Ben Schnarre
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body
for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our
lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
THE BEGINNING OF THE PASSION: Luke 22:39-53
[Jesus] came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives;
and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to
them, "Pray that you may not come into the time of trial." Then he
withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed,
"Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but
yours be done." When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, "Why are
you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of
trial." While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one
called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus
to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, "Judas, is it with a kiss that you are
betraying the Son of Man?" When those who were around him saw what
was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?" Then
one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear.
But Jesus said, "No more of this!" And he touched his ear and healed him.
Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police,
and the elders who had come for him, "Have you come out with swords
and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the
temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power
of darkness!"

SENDING SONG: Three Holy Days Enfold Us Now

DISMISSAL
Go in peace.
POSTLUDE: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (William Held)
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