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“There Is Nothing Secret” — June 25, 2017
Psalm 86:1–7, 16
1 Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you.
You are my God; 3be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. 
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. 
7 In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me. 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant;
   save the child of your serving-maid.


Matt 10:16, 26–27 (Common English Bible)
16 “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. . . .  
26 “Therefore, don’t be afraid of those people because nothing is hidden that won’t be revealed, and nothing secret that won’t be brought out into the open. 27 What I say to you in the darkness, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, announce from the rooftops.”


The psalmist makes a very personal cry for help. “I am poor and needy,” the writer says, “preserve me . . . . gladden the soul of your servant . . . . save the child of your serving maid” (vv. 2, 4, 16). If the last line is to be taken literally, then the author’s mother was a servant. I knew a woman who was a servant, who referred to herself as “Mrs. Williams’s daughter,” an expression she had heard as a child, and as an adult, recalled with fond memory. 
The psalm’s author could be a woman, even though it was a bit uncommon, though not unknown, for a woman in those days to read and write. At least one literate woman made a major contribution to the Bible. That was the prophetess Huldah, who gave the stamp of approval to a book that was found in the temple (2 Kings 22:14–16), which scholars believe to be the book of Deuteronomy.
So I’m going to go ahead and use the feminine pronoun for this psalm’s author. She trusts in God, cries to God all day long (vv. 2–3), makes supplication in the day of trouble, asks God to be gracious to her (vv. 6, 16). She affirms that God is “good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you” (86:5). The affirmation is important, because you won’t receive anything good from God if you don’t ever expect anything good.

The nature of the trouble is not given. There is trouble in the Gospel passage, too. Now, when is it most comforting to know that there is nothing hidden that shall not be revealed? Isn’t it when you have been mistreated, or lied about, or lied to? Isn’t that when you really need to hear that “nothing is hidden that won’t be revealed” (Matt 10:26)? One craves justice. Even apart from one’s own feelings of being mistreated, one desires that no one else be mistreated or lied about, either.
There is an intense inner yearning for vindication and fairness. Unfortunately, sometimes vindication does not come in this lifetime. There are some evils that persist for ages, and some unfairness that never gets rectified in this world. Many of the psalms are straightforward and realistic pleas for help in the face of injustice. They also contain some attitudes such as calling for revenge that we, as Christians, cannot embrace, though we can understand the human motivation. When we become Christians we do not cease to be human or to have the full range of emotions. But we do need to peg our loyalty and our values as high as we can reach. We learn to strive to fulfill the commandment “love your enemies . . . . be therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matt 5:44, 48), even though we can never reach that perfection. “Be perfect” is more of an indicator, a pointer, and a motivator, rather than something we can ever fully achieve. We will always be striving to emulate God in our behavior, so we cannot embrace the vengeful sentiments that are sometimes found in the psalms.
Still, we like to hear how others have coped with distressing situations similar to those in which we have found ourselves. We see this a little later, in Psalm 88, which says “let my prayer come before you; incline your ear to my cry. For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to Sheol” or “the grave” (Ps 88:2–3). Such honest emotion lets us know that believers have suffered injustice. Psalm 90 offers us help in becoming far-sighted: “A thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night . . . . Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love” (Ps 90:4, 14). 

The word for “steadfast love” there is h.esed, an important word in the Bible. For instance, it occurs in that famous saying of Micah’s, “what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness [or ‘mercy’], and to walk humbly with your God?” (Mic 6:8). The “kindness” or “mercy” in that passage is h.esed. The Chasidic rabbis are named after this supreme value of lovingkindness.

There is comfort at the end of the suffering. In Psalm 91 we read “Because you have made . . . the Most High your dwelling-place . . . . he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways” (91:9, 11). And back to Psalm 86 again: “In the day of my trouble I call on you” (Ps 86:7).
The Gospel promise that “nothing is hidden that won’t be revealed, and nothing secret that won’t be brought out into the open” (Matt 10:26 CEB) means there will be justice, there will be vindication, there will be reconciliation (wherever possible), and there will be healing . . . therapy . . . truth. I yearn for truth! I pray for truth, which rules in that world where lies can never gain a foothold, where lying is recognized as a disease, where there is pity and love and hope for the diseased, but not indulgence, not acquiescence.
I eagerly await the revealing and the judgment that will come from the just Judge.

We suffer when lies and injustice continue. Part of our faith is to know that this cruelty does not persist in the next life, that God restores justice and truth, and that the angels become our partners in recovery of spiritual health and progress. 
The universe is a university, as well as a family.
So we need to take the long view, not be distressed to a point of despair, not be unnerved by the injustice in the present. We can try to remember “A thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past.” Does that help us now? It can. And it can inspire us to start bringing the values of heaven down into earth. Having spiritual foresight and courage are part of what is meant by “be wise as serpents” (Matt 10:16). But another part of that saying is warning us against the “wolves” who are out there. Sometimes I preach very optimistic sermons, but they are not meant to make us naïve, or vulnerable to evildoers. We need to have the spiritual strength to resist the emotional storms and evil thoughts that rage out there in the world. Revenge is not our cup of tea, but justice is, ethics are.

In the meantime, until heaven is here on earth, what shall we do with all these worries, all these wolves at the door, all the lies? When he have acted in Christian fellowship and yet find that all these plagues remain, how shall we get relief? Then we must say to our Lord, “Jesus, I have acted in good faith and I give it over to you. I trust in what you can do, when you shine your light on everything; because my task is not to judge others but to have faith, and to treat everyone with lovingkindness, following the example that you have set. I am your child, and I am still learning.”

