
February 17, 2021 
Ash Wednesday 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE: Abide with Me (Mark Sedio) 
 
WELCOME 
 
MEDITATION 
 

Psalm 139:7-14 

Where can I go from your spirit?  

Or where can I flee from your presence?  

If I ascend to heaven, you are there;  

if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  

If I take the wings of the morning  

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  

even there your hand shall lead me,  

and your right hand shall hold me fast.  

If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me,  

and the light around me become night,"  

even the darkness is not dark to you;  

the night is as bright as the day,  

for darkness is as light to you.  

For it was you who formed my inward parts;  

you knit me together in my mother's womb.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 

 
  



GATHERING HYMN: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

 
 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest 
hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the 
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62 
51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go 
to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did 
not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his 
disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 55But he 
turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow 
you wherever you go." 58And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head." 59To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father." 60But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61Another 
said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home." 62Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 

Word of God. 
Word of Christ. 
 
  



RESPONSE: Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599) 

 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Change My Heart O God (ELW 801) 

 



 
INVITATION TO LENT 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and 
for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with 
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our 
sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so 
that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against 
evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I 
invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and 
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for Self-reflection. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company 
of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our 
own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as 
we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have 
not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 



Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith 
that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

You may make the sign of the cross on your forehead with your finger or 
with ashes. 
 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

O God, you call your church to be ministers of reconciliation throughout 
the world. Inspire your church in its proclamation of the gospel and guide 
its ministries to build up the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

O God, you created the earth and all its inhabitants and you declared 
that it is good. Protect mountains and valleys, animals and plants, and 
direct us to be good stewards of all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

O God, you desire peace. Direct governments and leaders to work for the 
well-being of all people and raise up advocates to speak and serve on 
behalf of the downtrodden. Lord, in your mercy. 
hear our prayer. 

O God, you are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of 
sorrow, and our consolation in the midst of affliction. Grant comfort to 
all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially) and support caregivers 
who attend to all in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

O God, you are love, and you call us to love one another. Accompany with 
your grace those journeying toward baptism and call us all to repentance 
as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

O God, you are our life and our salvation. We give you thanks for the 
righteous who have died in faith. Inspire us by their example to proclaim 
your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
  



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and 
your faithfulness endures from age to age.  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing 
the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people 
through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise 
to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your 
Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to 
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on 
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the 
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love.  
Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed 
and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us 
in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray 
for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may 
find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen 
the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: Nearer My God (L. Larson) 
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