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Guide to Providing SABER Status Data 
 

SABER has guides that describe how to provide, consume, and display business 
disruption status data from SABER, the Single Automated Business Exchange for 
Reporting. 
 
In the illustration below, the private sector generally is the source of business disruption 
status using spreadsheets, automated feeds, web services, and mobile apps. The 
private sector is the consumer of business status using their own situational awareness 
and geospatial visualization software. 
 
SABER uses the XchangeCore Web Services Data Orchestration Big Data (XCBD) as 
its technology for exchange.  XchangeCore is capable of transforming a variety of 
different formats of disruption data into the National Information Exchange Model 
(NIEM) standard incident structure as well as into GeoJSON, HTML, and KML.   
 
This guide provides details on all the different ways status is provided to SABER. 
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Providing Business Disruption Status Data to SABER 
 
This section of the guide describes the use of the various types of data ingests to create the 
NIEM standard exchange format which XchangeCore then distributes to external applications 
that can visualize on a map or incorporate into their application. 
 
The data exchange formats specifically used by SABER are: 
 

• CSV files (spreadsheet-like documents) 

• GeoRSS feeds (automated standardized format) 

• GeoJSON feeds (automated standardized format) 

• SpotOnResponse mobile app 
 
The process for providing each of the formats of business disruption data to SABER are 
described below.  You will use only one of these formats, selected in consultation with SABER 
based on your existing capabilities. 

CSV Files (Excel® Spreadsheets) 
CSV files are created in spreadsheets that are then saved in the Comma Separated Valued 
(CSV) file format. When a private sector organization registers on the SABER website 
(www.SABERspace.com), it will provide SABER with the spreadsheet that the company 
currently uses to share its disruption information with internal management or others, if one 
exists.  If a standard format is not already in use, SABER can provide one.  
 
A. To prepare for submitting data to SABER: 
 
SABER analyzes the company spreadsheet and configures a connector to translate and 
transmit automatically the spreadsheet data to the SABER XchangeCore Big Data.  
Spreadsheets have the following requirements: 
 

• CSV format is 
used to save the 
document. 

• A SINGLE first row 
contains column 
header names that 
will be used to 
provide labels for the data. 

• All future documents must maintain the same exact format, including assuring 
that no blank rows or columns are introduced during editing. 

• A sample spreadsheet is available on the www.SABERspace.org website 
after enrollment for those who need a model CSV file or for those who can 
make use of the sample file. 
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B. To submit data to SABER: 
 

1. Company puts business disruption data in a 
spreadsheet which is saved in the CSV format 
established in A, above.  

 
 
 
  

2. On SABERspace.org, the CSV file is uploaded 
through the Members Login button (right).   

 
 
 
 

3. On the Member Login page enter the username and password provided by SABER to 
authenticate the company to access and upload data securely.   

 

 
 

4. Click the Log In button. 
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5. Click the Choose File button to select your CSV file.  

 
 

 
 

 
6. Click Upload.   

 
7. Your browser will indicate that the upload is processing.  (Chrome, Internet Explorer, and 

Firefox have a spinner on the tab, for example.)   
 

Following upload, the new/updated data will appear in any visualization application used by the 
company that is connected to the SABER XchangeCore using methods described in the 
Consuming SABER Status guide. The frequency of updates will depend on the type of 
emergency. For example, in the COVID-19 Pandemic, updates only take place every three 
hours. For other fast-moving emergencies, updates may be more frequent. 
 
After uploading data, companies may use the SABERspace.org website SABER Map tab to see 
data that has been designated for open distribution.  Closed distribution data is available only on 
separately secured applications.   
The SABER Status Map is provided by SpotOnResponse LLC (www.SpotOnResponse.com) as 
a service to the SABER Community. 
 

GeoJSON Source 
GeoJSON is a Web service output format for encoding many geographic data structures.    
These geometry types include point, line, polygon, multipoint, multiline, and multipolygon.  

http://www.spotonresponse.com/
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Additional descriptive information can be format into flexible structures describing the features of 
the geography. 
 
A GeoJSON source for SABER is provided by a company that publishes its disruption data 
through a Web URL containing the GeoJSON file.  The file consists of from one to many 
individual facility disruption data records in the GeoJSON format.   
 
For its data exchange, SABER uses XchangeCore Web Services Data Orchestration Big Data 
which includes a GeoJSON Connectors Injector that transforms GeoJSON data and transmits 
that data to XCBD.  NIEM standard incident data formats may be created.   
 
To submit data to SABER through a GeoJSON source: 
 

A. Company provides GeoJSON URL to SABER. 
B. SABER configures the GeoJSON Connector. 
C. Continuous operation results from the permanent linking of the GeoJSON feed to 

SABER. 

GeoRSS Feeds 
A GeoRSS feed is an older Web document format that adds to RSS (Really Simple Syndication) 
feeds the location in a latitude and longitude format.  These geographic locations can be 
represented by a point, line, box, and polygon.   
 
A GeoRSS feed for SABER is provided by a company that publishes its disruption data through 
a Web URL containing the feed.  The feed consists of from one to many individual facility 
disruption data records in the GeoRSS format.   
 
For its data exchange, SABER uses XchangeCore Big Data Web Services Data Orchestration 
which includes a GeoRSS Injector that transforms GeoRSS data and transmits that data to 
XchangeCore where NIEM standard incident data formats are created.   
 
To submit data to SABER through a GeoRSS feed: 
 

A. Company provides GeoRSS URL to SABER. 
B. SABER configures the GeoRSS Injector. 
C. Continuous operation results from the permanent linking of the GeoRSS feed to SABER. 

SpotOnResponse Mobile App and Web Application 
SpotOnResponse is a partner with SABER and provides the SpotOnResponse Mobile App at a 
reduced cost to both private sector companies and to governments.   

• Companies provide the app to their business locations for managers to report status 
information to the company and to SABER.   

• Business Emergency Operations Centers (BEOC) subscribe to SpotOnResponse and 
give the mobile app to all their members to get fast, accurate, current business operating 
status. 

• A BEOC member company can subscribe to SpotOnResponse as their contribution to 
the BEOC and SpotOnResponse allows all BEOC members to use that subscription.  

• Governments subscribe to SpotOnResponse and provide it to the members of their 
private sector group or Business Emergency Operations Center.   
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When combine with the SpotOnResponse planning, situational awareness, and employee 
availability status reporting, this is an excellent management tool for small and medium size 
businesses.  The result is that companies have the benefit of communicating directly with the 
government and at the same time report to SABER about business disruptions for sharing with 
other government and private sector SABER Members.   
 

Using SpotOnResponse to Provide Operating Status of Business, Utilities, 
Critical Infrastructure   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about SpotOnResponse for business status reporting see 
www.SpotOnResponse.com.  

See SpotOnResponse status changes in the 
EOC or the field in list, details of the facility, 
and changed color icons and XchangeCore-
connected applications. 

Touching MyStatus and 
the Site Status tab shows 
List of facilities, 
businesses, infrastructure 
that you manage …  

Touch the Status and the 
site updates in every mobile 
SpotOnResponse and 
ArcGIS Online®, Google 
Earth®, WebEOC® …  


