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INTEGRITY!
Have you ever been lied to? Or
yet, have you ever told a lie?
When someone pretends to be
someone they are not, believe
something they don’t … or broke a
promise they made with you
whether intentional or not, it hurts.
In my estimation, we all have
been lied to. But what’s worse, we
have all told lies and broken our
promises at one time or others.
When we lie, we know it!
I understand there are times when
we must lie to protect someone
from harm. But for the most part, I
think we lie to protect ourselves
and to advance our own agendas.
In many situations, we lie to save our own skin! The longer I live, the more I come to know that most
people, if not all, are insecure. It is why we lie. Lying is one way to get ourselves out of sticky
situations; it is one way to avoid confrontation …to avoid facing reality head on. Most people simply
cannot handle the consequences of truth telling. It is why they create false narratives… a strawman…
and dance around important issue to avoid being seen as judgmental. Additionally, many times they
simply choose to keep silent in order to hide the truth.
Here are some scriptures that remind us about integrity and truth telling:
Ephesians 4:25 …
“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor.”
Ecclesiastes 5:5 …
“It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.”
Numbers 30:2…
“When a man . . . takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must
do everything he said.”
Psalm 15 is another passage that speaks powerfully to integrity and truth telling. Here the Psalmist
writes that in order to truly be at home with God, God’s people must live credible lives. They are
admonished to have integrity and to keep their promises even when it hurts; even when they stand to
lose… whether it be money or position. To do any other is to slander or harm their neighbor.
When we fail to be honest and truthful in our words and deeds, we undermine those we made
covenant with; we are making a statement that we really do not care what they think. Friends, I believe
this is doing harm to our neighbor!

When it comes to telling lies, however, it is most helpful to judge ourselves before we judge others. We
must first ask ourselves if we have been honest in all of our dealings. Have we lied to get what we
want? Have we intentionally hidden the truth to avoid confrontation or conflict? Have we taken the high
road in order to disregard reality at the expense of others?
I know that we are not perfect! As much as we have all been lied to, we ourselves have told lies… this
is a good place to begin! However, what makes believers stand out from the crowd is this, when we do
lie, we own up to it. When we fail to keep our promises, we grieve and we are quick to admit our wrong
doing. As followers of Jesus Christ, it should not be hard for us to recognize when we have hurt our
friends and neighbors with our lies… we should be willing to do whatever it takes to mend the
relationship or to make up for the harm that we have done. When we lied or broke our promises, we
hurt and harmed everyone who trusted us. For leaders, we misled those under our care and we failed
to protect those who are vulnerable and innocent. As followers of Jesus Christ, we should refuse to
make excuses when we have broken our promises and have not acted with the highest level of
integrity. We need to own up to our failures and do our best to make the situation better. I believe this
is God’s desire for believers … it is how he would want us to treat one another.
Living with genuine integrity has less to do with you never told a lie, but more to do with owning up to
your poor choice of words or actions … whether intentional or not. Jesus is the only person who is
perfect in every way, and only he is capable of keeping his promises. If we are his children, we are
admonished to pattern our lives after his. Knowing that one day we will stand before the One who truly
keeps his promises, should encourage us to do our best to live with the highest level of integrity…to be
honest and truthful in our words and deeds. In doing so, we are following the Great Commandment to
love the Lord God with all our hearts, minds, and souls … and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
May God grant us grace and mercy … also the courage to live with genuine integrity!
In Christ,
Mao Her, Pastor

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER

4th

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854)
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

Labor Day Weekend

11th Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14 (UMH 746)
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
Grandparents Day

18th Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4 (UMH 741)
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

25th Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810)
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

Birthdays for SEPTEMBER…
4th
9th
11th
16th
18th
19th
22nd
23rd
25th
27th

Beth Schramm
Amy McCullough
Jayla Allen
Pat Koch
Richard Seri
Gregg Lester
Ardy Straub
Nancy Wolski
Pat Nefstead
Pam Seri

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when
you see them!

VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPTEMBER
BULLETINS
4th
11th Flo & Larry Graham Anniversary
18th Marge & Jerry Freitag 62nd
Anniversary
th
25
Pat Nefstead Birthday
COFFEE HOUR
4th
Gail Montgomery
th
11
Denise Edlund
18th Janet Brown
25th Carrie Montgomery
COUNTERS
4th
11th Steve & Carrie Montgomery
18th Janet Brown & Denise Edlund
25th
Pam Seri & Nancy Wolski
LAY LITURGISTS
4th
Marge Freitag
11th Carrie Montgomery
18th Janet Brown
25th
Ron Stinson
Thank You!

GOODWILL BINGO…

We will be having our monthly bingo/lunch
with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday,
September 15th, at 11:00 AM.
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza
outside of the church office, where you can
sign up to help with the food for the lunch.
You can also call the church office to find
out where help is needed.
This event is a lot of fun, and the clients
really get excited about seeing us and what
they will be having for lunch!

Please see the sign-up sheets on the credenza
outside of the church office… thanks!

UMW CORNER
The Caring WMW will be back at their regular meeting time on the second Thursday of September,
which is the 8th, at 10:00 AM at the church.
All women are invited. We hope to see many of you there!

NEWS!!!
Adult Sunday School will begin its Fall schedule on
Sunday, September 11th, at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall!
Thanks…Ron

Thank you for all your cards and kind wishes.
I was overwhelmed with the outpouring of love
from each of you.
Marilyn Bender

From your Leadership Board…
We have contacted the District Superintendent of the Wisconsin Annual Conference to begin
discussions to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. The straw poll that was taken by the
members of the congregation resulted in 32 in favor and 10 opposed to disaffiliation.
The next step will be a meeting between Supt. Ebeneezer Kwasi Insor, the members of the
WAC Disaffiliation Team and the Admin Leadership Board, after which a two-month discernment
period will be required.
It is our intention to keep you apprised of this process as we address the steps necessary. At
any time should you have questions, please feel free to ask Janet Brown, Denise or Gary Edlund,
Jerry Freitag, Steve Montgomery, Ron Stinson, or Nancy Wolski.
Additionally, it is important that we continue to lift our situation to God in prayer.

SEPTEMBER 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Jo recuperating from
hand surgery
5

4
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE – Communion

6
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

7

8

Friday
2

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA W/Potluck

Jo recuperating from
hand surgery
9

10:00 AM – UMW
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

Saturday
3

10
9:00 – NOON – Playpen Sports
Academy
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

Jo hopefully back in the
office
11
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday
School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

12
5:00 – 6:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy

18
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday
School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

19
5:00 – 6:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy

6:30 PM – Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

13
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

14

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

15
11:00 AM – BINGO
with Goodwill COC
South

16

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA W/Potluck

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

20
600 PM – Jazzercise

21

7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

22
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

17
9:00 – NOON – Playpen Sports
Academy

23

First Day of

24
9:00 – NOON – Playpen Sports
Academy
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
25
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday
School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

26
5:00 – 6:00 PM – Playpen
Sports Academy

27
600 PM – Jazzercise
7:00 – 9:00 PM –
Southside SDA

28

29
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

30

31
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM –
Southside SDA

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
October is:
September 18th
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