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Hello…and welcome to the continuing saga that is 2020.

Just a few updates –

We are looking for a Vice President. If Joe can find a good one, so
can we. We are looking for a volunteer to join the Board as Vice
President as our previous VP has moved from Fiesta Gardens. If
you are interested in helping out the neighborhood as a Board
Member, please contact me at president@fiestagardenshoa.com.

We are in a minor, hopefully short, delay on the Cabana project.
Due to a combination of our previous contractor, time, and COVID,
it seems that some of the building codes have changed and we
needed to make some minor changes to the plans and get them
re-approved. We’ve been assured by the city that this shouldn’t
take too long. Hopefully, before you know it, the new Cabana will
be under construction!

We are in the process of recovering money paid to our original
contractor. The matter is now in the hands of our attorney and the
court. Stay tuned for updates.

By the time you read this, the kids will be back in school, albeit
probably in the kitchen or home office. Hopefully, everyone is able
to make it work. Having no kids, I can only imagine the experience
and wouldn’t wish this on anyone. Good luck kids AND parents.

The Kiddie Park remains closed. The pool is now open 4-8PM
during the week and 12-8PM on weekends. Enjoy it while you can.

Our next Board Meeting will be held on ZOOM Wednesday,
September 2nd.  Info to follow.

Stay cool, stay safe, social distance, and wear your mask. See you
at the next meeting or around the neighborhood.

The

The next Board meeting will be

7PM via Zoom call.
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city of San Mateo and want the council to do away with height
limits and build huge developments throughout the city. Some
of the choice comments were that those of us living close to
these developments should shut up and “move aside”,
another accused those of us who want to keep the character
of San Mateo as wanting to continue segregation!  I and
others from nearby neighborhoods spoke in support of the
new proposal,  to make our wishes
heard at these meetings!

Sadly, only deputy mayor Rodriguez and councilor Papan
raised issues that highlighted the impact on the existing
residents (us!), while the others seem only concerned with
building as big as possible and unconcerned with the local
impact. In the end the council voted unanimously to approve
the existing plan of 961 units. This was based on the advice of
Shawn Mason, city attorney, who advised that voting on a new
proposal in this way would not be legal. However, the council
left the door open for the developer to submit an application to
alter the project.

You can find a write-up of the meeting in the Daily Journal:
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-
plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-
3b08beb66749.html

On Wednesday, August 19th, I attended a meeting between
local representatives from Bay Meadows, project managers
from the city, and the contractors who will be building the
UFES. Anderson Pacific Engineering Construction, Inc. was
selected to build the project.

One piece of good news is that the contractor has suggested
that they can use a tunneling technique, rather than open
trenching, to build the diversion sewer line up Saratoga. This
will mean construction of this sewer line will be much less
impactful on traffic and noise for those living along that side of
Fiesta Gardens.

The plan is that major construction will begin this November.
This will begin with installation of shoring and excavation.

If you want updates on the project you can sign up for emails
and texts here:
https://cleanwaterprogramsanmateo.org/ufes/

There will also be a hotline to call if you have
complaints/concerns during construction. The lines will be
manned by city project managers (not anonymous call
centers) so please be polite and civil!! I will post this in the next
Bee.

On Monday, August the 17th , the Concar Passages project
plan was brought before the city council for approval. In a
surprise move, Brian Myers from California Coastal
properties put forward an alternative to the plan to build 961
units on that site. He proposed to reduce the number of
units to 761 by removing one of the four apartment buildings
and building single family townhomes in their place. In that
plan this would reduce vehicle trips by 34% and provide
townhomes for sale. They would even increase the number
of affordable units to 80 and we would keep the money set
aside for traffic improvements.

During the public comment section of this meeting there
were 44 comment; more than half of those that spoke were
from pro-housing groups, many who are not residents in the

https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/3971/Agendas-Minutes-Public-Meeting-Portal
https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/3971/Agendas-Minutes-Public-Meeting-Portal
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bioblitz-2020-san-mateo-county-parks
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bioblitz-2020-san-mateo-county-parks
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bioblitz-2020-san-mateo-county-parks-tickets-116153745981?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-3b08beb66749.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-3b08beb66749.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-3b08beb66749.html
https://cleanwaterprogramsanmateo.org/ufes/
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7 p.m., Zoom call

Deadline to get articles and ads to Bee Editor.

City Meetings will be held online via Zoom calls. For more
information on these calls, please visit

Where: Remote via Zoom call
When:  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Where: Remote via Zoom call
When:  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Where: Remote via Zoom call
When: 7:00 PM  - 11:00 PM

Join us to learn more about the diversity of your San Mateo
County Parks! We are teaming up with the California Academy of
Sciences, and Sequoia Audubon Society to bring you our first
virtual Countywide BioBlitz! This bioblitz is in celebration of
California Biodiversity Day!

Attend this free webinar with a tutorial on how to use iNaturalist
and safe practices to take when visiting parks during the
pandemic. This is a self-led BioBlitz with a webinar tutorial to
begin. You will be emailed the Zoom link as the event gets
closer. Be sure to join the Project page on iNaturalist and
download the free iNaturalist App:

Learn more and register
Where: Online
When:  9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/3971/Agendas-Minutes-Public-Meeting-Portal
https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/3971/Agendas-Minutes-Public-Meeting-Portal
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bioblitz-2020-san-mateo-county-parks
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bioblitz-2020-san-mateo-county-parks
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bioblitz-2020-san-mateo-county-parks-tickets-116153745981?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-3b08beb66749.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-3b08beb66749.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-oks-plans-for-housing/article_727ae30e-e1d5-11ea-ad63-3b08beb66749.html
https://cleanwaterprogramsanmateo.org/ufes/
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With school starting in some sort of fashion, the pool hours will be changing starting Monday, August
17th.

Starting Monday, August 17th, the pool hours will be Monday - Friday 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m, Saturday
and Sunday will continue to be 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m.

These changes will also affect lap swim. Lap swim will no longer be available during the week. Lap swim will only be on
weekends starting August 22nd from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. These hours will remain until the pool closes on
October 18th.

At this time, COVID 19 restrictions will remain in place. Details can be found on our website. Please continue to follow
these amended rules which include no guests, and please do not share your wristbands with non residents

Lastly, I want to mention a tremendous concern that we have witnessed at the pool this season. Our Lifeguards have
had to perform ( 7 ) rescues/saves so far this pool season and there were ( 3 ) just last week. . This is way above
normal. The Lifeguards are NOT there to baby sit! If your children are not experienced enough to be in the pool on their
own, you, the parent or guardian, better be in the pool with them. Do not put this responsibility on the Lifeguard staff.
Just like the signs say

http://www.fiestagardenshoa.com/
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Is your house within 500 ft of the UFES? You should have received notice to get a free home inspection. If there is any
damage to your homes due to construction, this enables you to make a claim for repairs. Here is the map;

The city told us that less than half of these homes have replied. I want to make sure that everyone is aware that this is
available to them within this area.

http://www.fiestagardenshoa.com/
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The FGHA Board Meeting via Zoom was called to order by Steve Strauss, President, at 7:02PM.  Board Members in
attendance were: Steve Strauss - President, Mike Russell - Vice President, Roland Bardony – Parks Director, Christina Saenz -
Social Director, Steve Muller -- Pool Maintenance, and Steve Stanovcak – Pool Operations, Civics - Rich Neve.

Finances are in great shape.
June expenses were $21,800 this includes Lifeguard pay.
Cash in reserve/cabana account is 1.2 million.

Home Maintenance award goes to Julie and John Bagneschi.
Bay Meadows has opened another new building.

Not much going on due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Kiddy park is still closed.
There are some gopher issues with our lawn.
Scapes changed some sprinkler heads so we will not have dry spots in the lawn.

The pool is open with restrictions.  See website for guidelines.
No swim lessons at this time.

Nothing to report

It's nice to see so many residents out and about in the neighborhood.
We will be looking for a new Board Member in the future when Mike Russell leaves.  If you are interested in serving on
the Board, please contact any one of our Board Members.

JD Builders owes us $37,000.  We terminated our contract with JD builders and Joe acknowledged we would
have the $37,000 in two weeks, which have passed. We have retained an attorney for $3,000 to explore our options.

The Cabana Committee would like to have a Zoom meeting Wednesday July 15th to present three contractors to build our new
cabana. On a motion duly made and seconded and approved by all Board Members the Cabana Committee Zoom meeting
was approved. The meeting will be available to all residents.

None

The next Meeting will be held on Zoom Wednesday, August 5th, 2020 at 7pm. Meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm.
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The FGHA Board Meeting via Zoom was called to order by Steve Strauss, President, at 7:02PM.  Board Members in
attendance were: Steve Strauss - President, Mike Russell - Vice President, Roland Bardony – Parks Director, Christina Saenz -
Social Director, Steve Stanovcak - Pool Operations, Rich Neve – Civics, and Steve Muller - Pool Maintenace.

On a motion duly made and seconded and approved by all Board Members, the minutes of the of July 8th

meeting were approved.

On a motion duly made and seconded and approved by all Board Members, the special
meeting minutes of the July 15th meeting were approved.

Finances are on plan and in great shape.
July expenses 23,000.
283 members have paid the special assessment in full.

Support your local businesses during this difficult time.
Construction set to begin on the sewage tank this month.
Passages has permission to start, no set date.
The City wants to sync traffic lights on Fashion Island Blvd. and 19th Ave.  Our Board sent a letter of support.
Increase in hotel tax will be on the ballot in November.  Will increase taxes on people coming into the area.

No social events this year due to Covid-19 restrictions.  We will do the Holiday Light Contest.

Parks will not open this year due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Starting Monday 8/17 pool hours will be 4-8pm.  No lap swim during the week.
Weekends will be open 12-8pm, with lap swim.
Concerning that the lifeguards have made 7 saves this year, 3 in one day

All is good with the pool.

It has been a pleasure being part of the neighborhood.  I have lived here all my life.  Thanks for
everything.

Mike Russell's last night and again thank you so much Mike for all you’ve done for the neighborhood over the years.
We will be looking for a new Board Member in the future. If you are interested in serving on the Board please contact
any one of our Board Members.

No new business.

Denise Iskander update on the Cabana said we need to now meet all 2019 codes. Our architect is on it.  The City will fast
track this through and monitor the project to make sure it’s done within 30 days.

None

The next Meeting will be held on Zoom Wednesday, September 2nd, 2020 at 7pm. Meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm.
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Fiesta Gardens Homes Association
Annual Board Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, September 2, 2020

7:00 PM

1. Call to Order

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes

3. Financial Report – Steve Gross

4. Board Reports:

i. Civic – Rich Neve

ii. Social – Christina Saenz

iii. Parks – Roland Bardony

iv. Pool Maintenance – Steve Muller

v. Pool Operations – Steve Stanovcak

vi. Vice President – Open

vii. President – Steve Strauss

5. New Business

i. Review and Adoption of FGHA Collection Policy

6. Old Business

i. Cabana Renovation Update
ii. J.D. Builders Collection Matter Update

7. Questions and Comments

8. Adjournment/Break into Executive Session if needed


