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Keeping Your Chickens’ Warm

Chickens prefer temperatures in the 70° F range; however,
they can withstand temperatures below freezing.

Here are a few tips and Hohl’s shopping list items, to help
keep your chickens warm, healthy and happy:

1.

Fill your coop with extra bedding to supply plenty of
insulation.

a. Shopping List: Eco Flake Shavings
Keep the water source from freezing.

a. Shopping List: Miraco Water Heater.
Supply extra feed to give the chickens more energy
to produce body heat.

a. Shopping List: Hohl’s Chicken 19%.
Keep the chickens active by providing scratch grains.

a. Shopping List: Hohl’s Scratch.

No one can go back in time to change what
has happened. So work on your present to
make a wonderful future. Happy New Year!

Winter Hours Continue

Closed on Mondays



IA CROSSE Food Plot 101: FROST SEEDING

S E E D Excerpt from the LaCrosse Seed Cornerpost Newsletter 2017
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The Value of Frost Seeding Legumes: Have you considered introducing legumes into your grass pasture? A 25-30% legume
component in the pasture offers several benefits. This will improve quality for grazing animals while also increasing the
amount of forage that can be removed (50-100% increase in production when using legumes as a small percent of the
grass pasture). Introducing legumes into grass pasture also reduces the amount of applied nitrogen fertilizer since the
legume will fix nitrogen and help provide a large portion of the nitrogen the grass needs to grow.

Tips For Success When Frost Seeding: Starting in January and running through March to early
April across the Midwest, frost seeding legumes into pastures and hay fields makes a ton of
sense (and cents). This method doesn’t disturb existing sod and typically, access to frost seeded
areas for grazing livestock is much faster than with conventionally tilled fields. It’s also an
economical method to introduce legumes with reduced labor and equipment cost.

Tips include:

e Make sure frost seeding is done before frost leaves the soil structure. The basic : s
principle is that alternate freezing/thawing action of soil in late winter/early spring, o e ‘
along with spring rains, incorporates the spread legume seed. Typically, 2-3 cycles of y TSN ‘
freezing/thawing are desired for best incorporation. . B ” ' i

e To prepare for seeding, ideally the pasture would be grazed or clipped closely the V, . N

e o
previous fall to reduce the amount of thatch present. s

e Soil tests should indicate proper phosphorus and pH levels for legumes.

o Following seeding, the area can be grazed as the tramping action helps incorporate the seed and reduces
competition from grass to the new legume seedlings. However, care must be taken not to overgraze until the
legumes have established. What Species Should | Consider? Most adapted forage legume species are suitable for
frost seeding. Red clover is most commonly used due to excellent seedling vigor, but white clovers, birdsfoot trefoil
and alfalfa can also work. Alfalfa should not be used if the existing pasture contains alfalfa due to auto-toxicity.

e The overall frequency of frost seeding depends on how well the level of legumes is maintained in the stand, but a
rule of thumb is to plan on over-seeding one third of your pasture acres every year.
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