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"ELON EXPERIENCES TRANSCRIPT AND INTEGRATION TO
THE ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT" AWARDED 1ST PLACE
IN PESC BEST PRACTICES COMPETITION
COLLABORATIVE SUBMISSION BY ELON UNIVERISITY & PARCHMENT
WINS 16TH ANNUAL COMPETITION FOR 2014
Washington, D.C. The Board of Directors of PESC is pleased to announce Elon University and
Parchment as 1st Place Winners of PESC’s 16th Annual Best Practices Competition. The collaborative
submission prepared by Dr. Rodney Parks, Registrar and Assistant Professor at Elon University
entitled, "Elon Experiences Transcript and Integration to the Academic Transcript," received high
praise from the Board for its holistic approach to improving the student experience with innovative
technology while simultaneously preparing for standardization.
"As registrars, many of us struggle constantly to maintain consistency in the face of faculty and
student demands for a more comprehensive credential that documents the student academic
experience in greater depth," Dr. Parks explains in the winning submission. "While historically
student systems have limited our ability to provide experiential depth to the transcript, Parchment
has enabled us to take the technology of producing comprehensive student records to a new level,"
Dr. Parks continues.
Given this pressure for more detailed documentation, some institutions have begun to develop ways
to extend the traditional academic transcripts, including co-curricular, competency-based, and dataenabled eTranscripts. Matthew Pittinksy, Ph.D. CEO of Parchment and faculty member at Arizona
State University notes, “Co-curricular and competency-based transcripts innovate at the level of
content and substance, extending the academic transcript,”
"Elon University and Parchment exemplify how innovation and standardization can live side by side,"
states Michael D. Sessa, PESC President & CEO. "Innovation is not hampered, but enhanced by the
strategic approach brought by standards; while existing standards must correspondingly ensure they
remain current and usable," Mr. Sessa adds.
The award-winning submission made by Elon University and Parchment is posted on the PESC
website with prior winners at http://www.pesc.org/interior.php?page_id=153. An Awards Ceremony
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will be held during the General Sessions at PESC's Spring 2015 Data Summit being held April 28 - 30,
2015 in Washington DC at the Embassy Row Hotel.
Registration is still open for PESC's Spring 2015 Data Summit and all information including registration
and program are posted online at www.PESC.org.
PESC's Education Record User Group is the permanent authority within PESC governing registrar and
admissions PESC Approved Standards. For more information about PESC, the Annual Best Practices
Competition and the Education Record User Group, please visit http://www.PESC.org. For questions
or concerns about PESC and/or about PESC events and activities, please contact Jennifer Kim, PESC’s
Membership Services Director, at 202.261.6516 or jennifer.kim@pesc.org.

ABOUT PESC

Established in 1997 and located in Washington, D.C., PESC is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit, communitybased, umbrella association of data, software and service providers; local, state and federal
government agencies; schools, colleges and universities; college, university and state systems;
professional, commercial and non-profit organizations; and, national and international non-profit
associations and foundations. Through open and transparent community participation, PESC enables
cost-effective connectivity between data systems to accelerate performance and service, to simplify
data access and research, and to improve data quality along the education lifecycle.
PESC envisions global interoperability within the Education domain, supported by a trustworthy,
inter-connected network called EdUnify built by and between communities of interest (systems,
states, districts, etc.) in which data flows seamlessly from one system to another and throughout the
entire eco-system when and where needed without compatibility barriers but in a safe, secure,
reliable, and efficient manner. To achieve its mission and vision, PESC organizes committees,
activities and events to: accelerate performance and service, reduce cost, lead collaborative
development, set and maintain common data standards, promote best practices, link public and
private sectors, and serve as data experts.
While PESC promotes the implementation and usage of data exchange standards, PESC does not set
(create or establish) policies related to privacy and security. Organizations and entities using PESC
Approved Standards and services should ensure they comply with FERPA and all local, state, federal
and international rules on privacy and security as applicable. For more information, see
www.PESC.org.
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