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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
I'm excited about all the SAR
activity going on in the state. The
10th annual Blue Star Salute was
another success on May 17 at the
USS Alabama Battleship Memorial
Park in Mobile. This was a great
assembly of wonderful people honoring our veterans. I am very proud
of everyone for what was accomplished in making all this happen.
Gov. Robert Bentley, a member of
the Cahaba-Coosa chapter, was the
keynote speaker. The most remarkable and moving experience, in my
opinion, was the Iwo Jima Flag Raising Reenactment that was done on
the bow of the USS Alabama by the
“Howlin Mad” Smith detachment of
the Marine Corp League during the
playing of the Navy Hymn.
In addition, the Gold Star Families
Ceremony was well attended that
afternoon and included Alabama
family members who have lost someone since 9/11 fighting the War on
Terrorism. Their memories and
their families are honored every year
during the annual Blue Star Salute
Celebration. Several members of the
Alabama Society SAR were present.
A public invitation was extended
and accepted for the 2015 Blue Star
Salute to be held at the USS Alabama
Battleship Memorial Park.
I want to express my appreciation

June, 2014

SAR, supporters turn out for 10th
Blue Star Salute at USS Alabama
By MIKE KITTRELL
AL.com
MOBILE — Hundreds of attendees turned
out to celebrate Armed Forces Day during the
10th annual Blue Star Salute at USS Alabama
Battleship Memorial Park on May 17.
The event honored current active duty members, veterans and those who have fallen in
military service.
Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley was the keynote speaker. “We really care about our veterans and the veterans’families,” said Bentley
during an interview after the ceremony. “We
have 420,000 veterans that live in the state,
almost 8 percent of the population.”
See SALUTE, Page 4

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

Gov. Robert Bentley, left, and ALSSAR
president Bobby Joe Seales at ceremony.

ALSSAR compatriots participate in
NSSAR educational outreach program

See MESSAGE, Page 2
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Compatriots Richard Wells and Mack Clark explain the
signature page of the Article of Association to students.

With a grant from the
Steele-Reece Foundation
and a partnership between the University of
the Cumberlands, the
University of Louisville
and the National Society
of the Sons of the American Revolution, more
than 1000 elementary
and middle school students from Eastern Kentucky had an opportunity
to learn more about our
early American history
and the history of the
American Revolution.
The educational outreach
See STUDENTS, Page 4
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ALSSAR web site: A new look in the making
The internet has become one of the primary tools for people
to search for information and a presence on the web is important to the success of many organizations. With this in
mind, ALSSAR president Seales has made the Alabama Society’s web site one of the priority tasks this year.
The major part of this work will involve updating the Alabama Society’s web site to make sure it presents the best
“picture” of the Alabama Society. This update will include a
complete redesign and new look. As part of this effort, the
content of the existing web site is being reviewed, updated and
added to the new web site where appropriate.

One of the primary goals is to make the material in the web
site easier to find and more user friendly. Another goal is to
provide the appropriate administrative tools to assist the state
society and local chapters with the variety of reports submitted
during the year.
While this development is ongoing the “old” web site will
remain online and hopefully by the time you read this article
the “new” web site will be online. Please feel free to send an e
-mail to the webmaster, Michael Foster, at AlabamaSARwebmaster@gmail.com, with comments or ideas about the web
site.

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
to each of you who attended the spring
BOM meeting on April 26 hosted at the
Shelby County Museum & Archives in
Columbiana. We had a great turnout with
12 out of 16 chapters being represented.
I have personally been in contact with
each of the four chapters that were not
represented and extended a special invitation to them (and to two at-large members
that I have personally met) to please join
us at the fall BOM meeting on Sept. 13 at
the American Village in Montevallo. The
meeting will be from 10 a.m. until noon,
followed by a delicious luncheon furnished by the Alabama Ladies Auxiliary
and a tour of the American Village including the new National Veterans Shrine and
Register of Honor. I personally encourage
you to attend and give us a 100 percent in
chapter representation.
Also, at the spring BOM meeting three
proclamations were presented recognizing
the National Society for its 125th anniversary on April 30. These proclamations
were from the State of Alabama, signed
by Gov. Robert Bentley, Shelby County
Alabama Commissioners, signed by Lindsey Allison, commission chairperson and
the city of Columbiana, signed by mayor
Stancil Handley.
Diane and I attended the NSSAR Spring
Leadership Conference in Louisville, Ky.,
in March. During the Leadership Conference, additional awards were received and
presented during the spring BOM meeting
to James H. and Linda A. Maples, both
receiving the Thomas Jefferson Award
Medals and Certificates for their contributions to the Knight Essay Contest Endow-

ment Fund; Frank Louis Vinz, Elmer
Loux Filed and Herbert Wayne Norton Jr.,
receiving the Antique Copper Level
Lamplighter Award Medals and Certificates; Millard Earl Moon and Jack Nathan
Reed, receiving the Lamplighter Award
Medals and Certificate. Congratulations!
Also, ALSSAR had received a streamer
that was presented to and placed by Sergeant-at-Arms/Color Guard Commander
Tom Smith at the spring BOM meeting.
This was given in recognition for the 2013
donation of $1,000 to the Center for Advancement of American Heritage.
On March 7, Diane and I attended the
Alabama Society DAR State Conference
in Auburn. I was honored and surprised to
be a recipient of the ASDAR “Community
Service Award” sponsored by the David
Lindsay Chapter of Shelby County. At the
opening night session, I brought greetings
from the ALSSAR I was presented a
“HODAR” (Husband of DAR) pin.
On March 11, I had the privilege to attend and speak to the Gen. John Archer
Elmore chapter in Prattville. I attended and
spoke to the Little River chapter on March
17 and had the honor of installing their
new chapter officers. The March 16 Cahaba-Coosa chapter meeting was very
enjoyable. However, Diane and I were
unable to attend in March the Tennessee
and Mississippi state conventions due to
our oldest granddaughter having major
surgery. Also, during that time (March 26)
our son Joshua Seales and his wife blessed
us with another granddaughter.
Diane and I had the privilege to attend
the Southern District Meeting and the
Louisiana state convention in West Monroe, La., on April 11-12. On April 16, I

spoke to the Gen. Richard Montgomery
chapter.
In May, in addition to the 10th Annual
Blue Star Salute, Diane and I were blessed
by our son Mike Seales and his wife with
another grandson on May 16 (that now
gives us five grandchildren). As a dual
member, Diane and I attended the Birmingham chapter meeting on May 20.
We have a full slate (24) of voting delegates registered to attend the 124th Congress in Greenville, S.C., on July 18-24. In
addition, the Alabama Society has two
members seeking election to NSSAR positions. All ALSSAR members are encouraged to attend Congress. Visit the NSSAR
web site for details and registration.
Also, please mark your calendar now
and make plans to attend the NSSAR Fall
Leadership Conference in Louisville, Ky.,
on Sept. 26-27.
Our Alabama Society Convention on
Feb. 20-21, 2015, will be a historic event.
The Alabama Society was organized on
Feb. 10, 1890, making it our 125th anniversary. The ALSSAR convention will be
held at the Marriott, 3590 Grandview
Parkway, in Birmingham. Mark your calendar now and watch for more details.
I encourage you always take pride in
your chapter and the Alabama Society and
the fact that you belong to the Sons of the
American Revolution. To everyone, thank
you for the love, commitment and passion
that you have for ALSSAR.
In closing, I ask God to embrace our
society, state and nation and to keep His
loving arms around you and your families
as only He can. For with God’s love and
strength we can accomplish all things.
—Bobby Joe Seales
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Three chapters enter, three win Americanism award
Only three of the 16 chapters in the
ALSSAR participated in the 2013 National
Americanism and President General’s
Streamer contests, but all three were honored for their work over the past year.
The participating chapters of Tennessee
Valley, Gen. Richard Montgomery and
Gen. John Archer Elmore produced the
combined total point entries for the Alabama Society. All three chapters are to be
issued the Neil Shepard State Americanism Certificate for 2013 because each
chapter rated first place within the state
contest by specified chapter size.
In past years, two chapters within the
Alabama Society have received national
recognition for first place awards for
Americanism and/or President General’s
Streamers based on individual chapter
size. All three participating chapters in
2013 have previously received state society recognition for first place performance
by receiving the Neil Shepard Americanism Certificates for individual chapter size.
Our Alabama Society has received national recognition based on chapter participation in past years.
The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter
was rated by chapter size 1-299 members
and earned 3,240 Americanism points; the
Tennessee Valley chapter was rated by

—Photo by Bruce Pickette

Past Americanism state chairman C.W. Posey Jr., left, with Gen. John A.
Elmore president Allen Herrod, Walter Stevenson of the Gen. Richard
Montgomery chapter and Frank Vinz of the Tennessee Valley chapter.
chapter size 1-199 members and earned
6,485 points; and the Gen. John A. Elmore
chapter was rated by chapter size 1-49
members and earned 5,620 points, giving
the Alabama Society a total of 15,345
points.
Our Alabama Society needs the support
and active participation of every single
chapter across Alabama in both the nation-

al and state Americanism programs.
Current members of the National Americanism Committee of the SAR representing our Society are Bruce Pickette, Walter
Brown Stevenson Jr. and William O.
Stone. Our past Alabama Society Chairman of the Americanism Committee was
C.W. Posey Jr.
—Bill Stone

—Photos courtesy of Carl Thornton

Second annual Nebo Cemetery cleanup day
The Sons of Liberty chapter participated in their second
cleanup day at Revolutionary patriot Thomas Stanford’s
grave site on May 17. Chapter president Carl Thornton, left,
and secretary Carl Thornton II, above left, joined forces with
Wayne Baines, president of the Lamar County Genealogical
Society, to clean up the Old Nebo Cemetery near Vernon.
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Students
(Continued from Page 1)
seminar led by NSSAR’s Educational
Director Colleen Wilson and Archivist
Rae Ann Sauer was held on the campus
of the University of the Cumberlands in
Williamsburg, Ky., in late March, 2014.
Members of the Alabama Society, the
Kentucky Society, Wilson, Sauer and an
assortment of employees from the University of the Cumberlands presented
various historical programs on the American Revolution representing the NSSAR
Center for Advancing America’s Heritage (CAAH).
Alabama compatriots Bill Stone, Mack
Clark, Richard Wells and Bob Anderson
were on hand to present the historical
program, “Articles of Association of the
First Continental Congress.” The historical artifact was also displayed on campus
for all students to see which of the original founding fathers had participated,
drafted and signed the document as representatives of America’s first congress.
Few Americans are aware that our union
of states predates the Revolutionary War
and the Declaration of Independence.
“The Union is much older than the
Constitution. It was formed, in fact, by
the Articles of Association in 1774. It
was matured and continued by the Declaration of Independence in 1776. It was
further matured by the Articles of Confederation in 1778. And finally, in 1787
one of the declared objects for ordaining
and establishing the Constitution was to
form a more perfect Union.” These are
the words expressed by President Abraham Lincoln in his inaugural address in
Washington, D.C., on March 4, 1861.
The Alabama Society is proud to have
had its own state-wide educational outreach program in 2013-2014. The
presentation of the Articles of Association reached thousands of Alabama students over the last 16 months. It was this
program that was incorporated into the
NSSAR national educational program.
It is rewarding to know our Alabama
Society played a leading role in fulfilling the educational mission for the
CAAH of the NSSAR. Many thanks go
out to all our state members who participated and educated students across Alabama and Kentucky to make the mission
so successful!
—William O. Stone
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Salute
(Continued from Page 1)
On active duty military
Bentley commented, “We
have the best National
Guard of any state in the
country and I’m very
proud to be their commander in chief.”
The inaugural Fallen
Heroes Memorial 5K run
kicked off events for the
day followed by music
provided by the 151st Alabama National Guard
Band, Murphy High, Robert Robinson and Roman
Street. The run drew 318
participants in its first year.
Numerous service organizations catering to
veterans and military personnel set up informational booths at the event.
The day concluded with a
Gold Star Salute Memorial
Service honoring Ala-

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

SAR Color Guard members provided support
for the Blue Star Salute in Mobile on May 17.
bama’s fallen service members since Sept. 11, 2001.
Organizers have an-

nounced the event will
return to the park on May
16, 2015.

—Photos courtesy of Felton Mitchell

R.H. Lee presentation
The Richard Henry Lee
chapter held a joint
meeting with the AuburnOpelika chapter of the
National
Active
and
Retired
Federal
Employees Association on
April 4, featuring former
ALSSAR president Larry
Cornwell, top left, on
Revolutionary War Gen.
Richard
Montgomery.
Below left, Cornwell and
his wife Leanne in period
attire with Tommy Elliott,
president of the AuburnOpelika NARFE chapter
(left) and Wilson Lee,
Richard
Henry
Lee
program chairman (right).
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Welcome New Members!
Christopher Gerald Killebrew............................................. At-Large
Michael Kevin Garrett ................................................... Birmingham
David Eugene Carroll ....................................... Black Warrior River
Parker Caleb Seales (Youth) ....................................... Cahaba-Coosa
Heath Owen Adwell ................................................... Cahaba-Coosa
Ronald Davis Burson ............................................................. Cheaha
Paul Wallace Vaughn ............................................................ Cheaha
Robin Boyd McGough......................................................... Cullman
Duane Douglas Gunn....................................... Gen. John A. Elmore
Joe Langley Spooner .......................................... Richard Henry Lee
David Lawrence Lashley ................................... Richard Henry Lee
James Joseph Keeble ......................................... Richard Henry Lee
Wellington Gay Coffeen III ............................. Richard Henry Lee*
Wellington Scott Coffeen ................................ Richard Henry Lee*
Dale Scott Carter ...........................................................Shoals Area
Jesse Fray Carter Jr. ....................................................... Shoals Area
Henry Lee Carter .......................................................... Shoals Area
Charles Francis Edgar Jr. ....................................... Tennessee Valley
Roy Hardin Adams Jr. ........................................... Tennessee Valley
Edward Forrest Winter .......................................... Tennessee Valley
Daniel Aaron Kohler ............................................. Tennessee Valley
Wesley Riggs Norton............................................. Tennessee Valley
Andrew Gates Norton ............................................ Tennessee Valley
Levi Mark Zornes .............................................................. Wiregrass

Tennessee Valley president Bob Doherty presents
certificate of membership to Charles Edgar, above, in
May and Russell Spry, below, in June.

Richard Henry Lee president Jason Williams presents
certificates to David Lashley, left, and Joe Spooner, right.
—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

Cheaha president inspects Articles of Association
Cheaha chapter president Bob Folsom attended the
Chinnabee-Fort Strother DAR “George Washington
luncheon” on Feb. 22 to listen to Bill Stone’s
presentation on the 1774 Articles of Association of the
Continental Congress. At the May 14 chapter meeting,
Folsom was elected to another term, along with vicepresident William Edward Killgore; secretary William
Rozier; treasurer-chaplain Rev. R. Jefferson Coker;
registrar Ronald Davis Burson; historian William Phillips
Jr.; chancellor John Charles Thomason; sergeant-atarms Edwin Smith and genealogist Louis Neal Quigley.
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—Photos courtesy of Bruce Buehler

At left, Richard Wells, Bruce Buehler, Jerry Pogue, Allen Herrod, Fred Baker and Paul Whaley II watch as
Mayor Bill Gillespie signs proclamation; at right, Gillespie presents proclamation to Harrod at chapter meeting.

Mayor proclaims April 30 as SAR Day in Prattville
Mayor Bill Gillespie Jr. signed a
proclamation on April 30 to recognize
“Sons of the American Revolution Day
in Prattville.” The National Society of
the SAR celebrated its 125th anniversary on April 30.
Six members of the Gen. John Archer
Elmore chapter were present for the
proclamation signing — chapter president Allen Herrod, vice-president Paul

Whaley II, secretary Bruce Buehler,
treasurer Richard Wells, sergeant-atarms Jerry Pogue and Eagle Scout program chairman Fred Baker.
Following the proclamation signing,
President Herrod presented a challenge
coin to Mayor Gillespie. The face of
the coin has a portrait of a Minuteman
with the inscription saying “Society of
the Sons of the American Revolution –

organized 30 April 1889.” Mayor Gillespie then presented each member a
challenge coin from the City of Prattville.
On May 13 at the next chapter meeting, Mayor Gillespie presented the
proclamation to Herrod and the chapter
members. Mayor Gillespie is a prospective member of the chapter.
—Bruce Buehler

Prattville chapter donates
American flag to local school
Members of the Gen. John Archer Elmore chapter donated a new American flag to Prattville Junior High
School on March 20.
School principal Kenneth Childree said he appreciated
the new flag since their current flag “was over 20 years
old and has been in the lobby and showing wear and
tear from the high volume of traffic in the lobby area.”
The new flag will be maintained in the school library
under the supervision of media specialist and librarian
Athenia Weldon.
“The old flag was faded and in need of replacement,”
Weldon said. “The new flag will remain in the library
and will be reserved for use on special assemblies and
other such activities,” Childree said.
—Bruce Buehler

—Photo by Bruce Buehler

Chapter president Allen Herrod, left, presents flag to principal
Kenneth Childree and media specialist Athenia Weldon.
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Montgomery chapter inducts new members in April
ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales
was the guest speaker at the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter meeting in
April at the Montgomery County Club.
Seales spoke on George Walton, a Georgia signer of the Declaration of Independence and presented compatriot Jack
Reed with a Lamplighter Award for
contributions to the Center for Advancing America’s Heritage.
Chapter vice-president James Pickett,
presiding due to the illness of president
King, inducted Charles Mark Holston of
Grady into the chapter as a new member.
Holston is descended from patriot ancestor Lewis Pope who performed military service in support of the American
Revolution as a captain in the South
Carolina Militia. Compatriot Walter
Stevenson, the first line sponsor, and
compatriot Greg Holston, who was inducted in March and is Mark’s brother,
pinned the SAR member rosette on the
newest member.
Additionally, Pickett presented membership certificates and rosettes to Hol-

ston on behalf of his sons Charles Mark
Holston Jr., who lives in Soldotna, Alaska and Matthew Patrick Holston, who
lives in Ramer.
Compatriot Joe Keith Pickett’s transfer
to the Montgomery chapter from the
Mecklenburg chapter of the North Carolina Society was announced.
Compatriot Ron Davis, flag committee
chairman, presented SAR flag certificates to compatriot Edgar L. Smith III,
Laura Richburg and Mr. and Mrs. John
Morrow for the proper display of the
American flag.
In addition Morrow was presented
with a Purple Heart Lapel Pin. He received the Purple Heart for wounds received during WWII but lost his medal
during a tornado.
Pickett presented a certificate of appreciation to compatriot Jeff Samuel for
chairing the ROTC-JROTC Recognition
and Outstanding JROTC Cadet Recognition committees in 2013 for the chapter.
The chapter’s next meeting will be
held on Sept. 17.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Sergeant-at-arms Brian Head, right,
takes possession of the newly
framed charter of the chapter from
past president Philip Davis at the
May meeting of the chapter.

—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples

Tennessee Valley compatriot has 8 supplementals
Awarding eight supplementals at one time is a record
for the Tennessee Valley chapter. Chapter president
Bob Doherty, left, presents the eight supplementals to
Steve Pearce for his son, Luke Stephen Pearce. Luke, a
student, was in school and could not attend the
meeting. Luke owns the one-time mark, but can now set
his sights on Bob Hammond’s record for most
supplementals with 19.
—Photo courtesy of John Bryan

2014 Colonial Ball
The Birmingham chapter is once again lending its
support to the 2014 Colonial Ball and Debutante
Presentation on Friday, Dec. 5, at The Club at 6
p.m. For $55, supporters can enjoy a New York
Strip dinner along with a beautiful ball, ballroom
dance music and a chance to meet members of other
patriotic organizations. The event will include
members of the SAR, DAR and CAR. For more
information on the event, e-mail John Bryan of the
Birmingham chapter at aigonco@aol.com.
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—Photos courtesy of Mike Glass

Gen. Galvez chapter holds memorial service at Baldwin County Bicentennial Park
Members of the DAR and SAR gathered at the
Baldwin County Bicentennial Park near Stockton
in early May for a memorial service to Gen.
Bernardo de Galvez, the Spanish general who
helped American forces during the Revolutionary

War and is the namesake of the Mobile area SAR
chapter. Gen. Galvez chapter compatriots who
participated in laying a wreath at the site included,
from left: Mike Glass, Price Legg, Leroy
McGaughy, Wilson Wilhite and Fred Bedsole.

Chapter president entertains Gen .Galvez meeting
The featured speaker for the Gen. Galvez meeting in May was none other than
chapter president Wilson Wilhite, who
spoke on “The Second Germanna Colony
of Culpeper, Virginia – 1717.”
In 1717, a group of 120 German settlers
left Baden-Wittenburg and made their way
to London where they had secured transportation on a ship named the Scott. Due
to legal problems that the ship’s captain
had with gambling debts, they were late in
setting sail for America. In transit, 40 persons died. When the boat landed, it landed
in Virginia and not Pennsylvania.
Lt. Governor Spottswood forced the
survivors to become indentured servants
for seven years and moved them to what is
today Culpeper County Virginia. They
worked their period of servitude and were
given land patents. At the Battle of Yorktown, there were 2500 German soldiers
serving with the French Army, 2500 Germans with the British Army and 3000
American-Germans with Washington’s
army.
Tobias Wilhoit, Wilhite’s sixth greatgrandfather, was with Gen. George Washington’s army. Dr. Wilhite also spoke of
the Hebron Lutheran Church, the oldest
Lutheran Church in continuous use in the

United States near Culpeper, Va. It has a
Tannenberg Organ which is still being
used today.
The guest speaker for the April meeting
was Miss Caroline Hudson, president of
the Mobile Bay chapter of the Children of
the American Revolution. Hudson is a
senior at Spanish Fort High, represented
her school through her dance studio in the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade and is
state registrar for the Alabama State CAR.
The Spanish Fort DAR Good Citizenship
Award winner will be attending the University of Alabama where she has been
accepted in the Honors College Program.
She gave a detailed program on the
Children of the American Revolution organization (CAR) including, their history,
who can join, community projects they are
involved in, scholarships available and fun
they have. Anyone interested in the CAR
can go to www.nscar.org to learn more.
At the February meeting, compatriot
Price Legg discussed the history and importance of the SAR badge. It is one of the
rarest and most coveted medals in the
world. It was designed in 1889 by Major
Goldsmith Barnard West of Alabama and
based on the Legion of Honor and Order
of St. Louis medals. It is the highest rank-

ing medal in the SAR.
Only SAR chapter presidents or higher
officers, past and present, are allowed to
wear it on our neck ribbon. Members can
wear it proudly with their military and
SAR medals at all SAR events.
New member Stuart Wier was inducted
into the SAR by past president Jack
Dwyer and compatriot Edmon McKinley
pinned the State SAR lapel pin on Wier.
The featured speaker was chapter compatriot Barry Booth, who spoke on his
activities with the Honor Flight South
Alabama Program and the Alabama State
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery.
As most people know, Booth raised the
bar of patriotism to an unbelievable height
with his activities in these programs. Most
of us did not know the seeds planted in his
heart for the Honor Flights project were
planted there by Barbara Coley. By promoting and accomplishing this program
these two people have secured their place
in our hearts and minds forever. Both
Booth and Coley shared some of their
experiences with the Honor Flight program that really tugged on one’s heart
strings. Over 900 veterans participated in
the Alabama program.
—Mike Glass
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—Photo courtesy of Joel Mize

Shoals chapter honors Revolutionary War patriot
On May 4, the Shoals chapter honored Pvt. Presley
Thorn (1757-1845), 3rd N.C. Regiment under Gen.
Greene’s army. Thorn was also a soldier in the War of
1812/Creek War. Shoals chaplain Layton Thorne , left,
and Lester Thorne are descendants. Support was given
by the honor guard of American Legion Post 31 of
Sheffield and a key address was presented by Chief
Colberts DAR member Freda Daily, a descendant.
Thorn is buried in Old Burleson Cemetery near Vina in
Franklin County.

Jim Capers: Revolutionary patriot and ‘free man of color’
At the May Wiregrass chapter meeting,
the subject of one Jim Capers, a free man
of color and Revolutionary War soldier
who filed his pension application in Pike
County, was briefly discussed. His pension was approved and he was actually
placed on the pension rolls by an act of the
U.S. Congress (although not until after his
death).
Since the meeting, several chapter members have been digging into this and have
uncovered some fascinating information.
Work continues to find out more about
this patriot.
No one locally seemed to know anything about this patriot until Ron Bearden,
ALSSAR registrar, mentioned at the recent Board of Managers meeting that there
is a group of Alabama patriots who filed
documents in an effort to receive pension
benefits, yet did not appear on the master
list of Alabama Patriots.
The list is maintained for the Patriot
Doors at the American Village in Montevallo. This group included a 107-year-old
soldier who had filed a pension application in Pike County.
The story starts on the 15th of October
1849 when Jim Capers, a free man of color, appeared before the judge of the Pike
County court to apply for benefits under
the law passed by Congress in 1832. He
stated in his application that he was 107
years old.
During the Revolutionary War he served
in a South Carolina unit as a drummer,
having joined about 15 June 1775. Capers
indicated that during the war he had seen
action at Savannah, St. Helena, Port Royal, Camden, Biggins Church and at the

Battle of Eutaw Springs where he received
four wounds, including two cuts on his
face and one on the head from a sword,
and one from a ball which passed through
his left side and killed the drummer behind him.
(The Battle of Eutaw Springs was one of
the hardest fought and bloodiest battles of
the Revolution and proved to be the last
major engagement of the war to take place
in the South).
Following this battle, his unit marched
to Virginia and was present at the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.
As with most Revelutionary War pension applications, Caper’s application was
accompanied by supporting statements
from individuals who could vouch for his
Revolutionary War service. One of those
statements came from William Wicker
who stated that he and Jim Capers (man of
color) were at the Battle of Eutaw Springs.
Wicker also stated that from his own
personal knowledge, he knew that Jim
was in the service when he (Wicker) entered the service under General Marion, as
well as when he left the service.
Wicker added that he himself now drew
a pension based on his service with the
general. The name William Wicker should
sound familiar to some as in May, 2008
the Wiregrass chapter marked the grave of
William Wicker at the Ramah Primitive
Baptist Church in the Josie community.
Capers indicated in his application that
he had never applied for a pension because he did not know that a free man of
color was entitled to receive one. When
asked about documentation of his birth
date, Capers responded that he had no

documentation to show that his birth date
was Sept. 23, 1742, other than that his
“old master Capers” had told him that was
when he was born.
It would appear that Capers was born a
slave and took the surname of his master
after gaining his freedom. At the same
time he indicated that he lived with Norman McLeod.
Norman McLeod was a very successful
farmer who lived in Pike County just north
of present day Troy. If one looks at the
1850 census, Jim Capers is not listed;
however Norman McLeod and his family
are enumerated. Also, when looking at the
1850 slave schedule (which is a listing of
slave owners along with a listing of slaves
by sex and age), it is apparent that Norman
McLeod held numerous slaves at that time.
The eldest listed was a black male, aged
105. This undoubtedly was Jim Capers.
The census taker probably had no way to
record a free man of color. If he was living
with the slaves on the plantation, Capers
was probably included with the slaves in
the slave schedule.
Capers was most likely the only free
man of color in Pike County at that time,
and probably was one of only a handful
within the entire state of Alabama.
Jim Capers never directly benefited for
his service in the Revolutionary War as he
died about April 1, 1853. A lump sum
amounting to $8 per month for the period
Aug. 7, 1850 until his death was paid to
his widow Milley. When Milley attempted
to claim a widow’s pension, however, it
was denied as she was a slave. More on
this aspect of the story later.
—John Wallace
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Send in your chapter news!
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Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.
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Tennessee Valley holds ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park
Members of the Tennessee Valley chapter honored veterans on Flag Day
with compatriots Hal Thornton, Jim Maples, Bob Anderson and Randall
Jennings representing Revolutionary War soldiers, above left; and Bob
Baccus representing soldiers from the Civil War, left. Above, chapter
compatriots Thornton, Anderson, Maples and Baccus are pictured with B-17
pilot Bob Jones, who flew 50 missions in World War II and led the Pledge of
Allegiance at the Flag Day ceremony.

