TPWD RESOLUTION

GALVESTON COUNTY
JUDGE MARK HENRY

COMMISSIONER RYAN DENNARD, PCT. #1

COMMISSIONER KEVIN O’BRIEN, PCT. #2
COMMISSIONER STEPHEN HOLMES,PCT. #3
COMMISSIONER KENNETH CLARK, PCT. #4

i passage of Consideration of &« Resolution
o Concorning the Hhate of Jewas and Jewas
Ports and Wil Dlgpartmens for
Westerwsays and Neatural Resources,

We are requesting on behalf of The Seafood Industry and Concerned
Citizens of Texas Gulf Coast throughout the Texas coastal counties to
please adopt this Galveston County TPWD Resolution into your County.
We are facing a critical situation. Our livelihood is in jeopardy. Please

support the State, TPWD, ALL the Citizens, Seafood Industry,
Commercial and recreational fisheries.

SAY “NO” 10 “PRIVATIZING”STATE WATER
BOTTOMS IN TEXAS.
sAY “YES” BY SUPPORTING THE TPWD RESOLUTION

KEEPING “THE STATE WATER BOTTOMS
PUBLIC”.

Concerned Citizens of Texas Gulf Coasts link to petition:



http://chn.ge/1xHtJA4?share_id=PWuILPURoj�

On this the 10th day of November, 2014, the Commissioners' Court of Galveston County, Texas convened in a regularly scheduled mesting with the following members
thereof present:

Meark Heary, County Judge

Ryan Dennard, Commissicner, Precinet No. 1
Kevin ©’Brien, Commissioner, Precinct No. 2
Stephen Holmes, Commissioner, Precinet No. 3
Kenuneth Clark, Commissioner, Precinei No. 4; aad
Dwight Sullivan, County Clerk

when the following proceedings, among others, were had, to-wit:

Whereas, the State of Texas controls all of its waierways, water botioms and natural resources located on those waler botioms for the puiposes of commercial and
recreational fishing The naiural resources controlled by the Siaie of Texas include but are not limited to oysters, shrimp, and fish of any kind; and

Wherezs, the State oi Texas has anthorized the Texss Parks and Wildlife Department 1o oversee, manage, and contvol the use of the siate's waterways, water bottoms,
and natural resources with relation io any commercial or recreation harvesting and fishing activities. Texas law dictates that individuals are allowed commerciaily, recreationally
and privately to fish the state's natral resources with the exclusive permission and under the exclusive supervision of the State of Texas through the Texas Parks and Wildlile
Department; and

Whereas, commercial fishermen include oysiermen, shrimpers, and fishermen of any other kind who are properly licensed under the laws of the State of Texas and who
operate under the supervision and conirol of the Texas Parks and Wiidiife Department. Oysierman end entities that are properly licensed to harvest and io do business in the
Siate of Texas have the right to privately lease, manage, comirol water botioms properly leased to them by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department under the laws of the State

of Texas; and .

Whereas, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has the exclusive right to issue, manage and conirol private oysier leases for the use of public water boitoms in the
State of Texas. The State of Texas and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have sole discretion and authority to oversee, manage, and control public safety upon Texas
waterways; and

Whereas, the State of Texas and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have sole discretion and authority 1o oversee, manage, and control the Texas waier botioms
and naiural resources described herein in relation to commercial or recreational harvesting or fishing of any kind; and

Whereas, Navigational Districts empowesred by the State of Texas were created solely for the navigational purposes described in the statuies governing said bodies. The
purposes for which Navigational Districts were created do not periain in asy way to commercial, recreational or private harvesting and fishing on Texas water botioms that arv
legally controlled by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depariment as anthorized by the State of Texas; and

Whereas, Navigation Districts do not hold amy authority to govern, manage, or conirol the naiural resources of the State of Texas. Navigational Districts do not hold any
anthority to convey to a third party any authority with respeci to commercial, recreational or private harvesting and fishing on Texas water bottoms that are legally controlled by the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Departinent as authorized by the State of Texas; and

‘Whereas, Navigational Districis do not hold any authority to authorize the use of Texas waler botloms for the purpose of fishing or harvesting the staie's natural resources;

and
Whereas, the current laws of the siate of Texas grant the authorities cited herein clearly, concisely, and without room for interpretation to the contrary; and

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, Commissioners Couri of Galveston Cennty agrees that any laws seeking {0 amend or to alter the existing laws of the State of Texas
as they relaie to the use of waterways, water bottoms, or naiural sesources for commercial, recreational or private harvesting and fishing are hereby rejected in full.  Any faws
secking to zmend or 1o alter the existing laws of the State of Texas for the purposes of negating or diminishing the authoriry of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (0
oversee all commercizl, recreational and private harvesting and fishing of the natural resources of the State of Texas are hereby rejected in full.

Upon Motion Duly Made and Seconded, the above Resolution was unanimously passed on this the 10th day of November, 2014.

Attest: County of Galveston, Texas
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