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Welcome
Message from Your President
Photos from Past

Dear Members,

Meetings

If you haven’t already done so, it’s time for repotting! Are you excited or terrified to re-pot
your prized beauties? I was thrilled that I
received help from Scott Peplin from
International Orchid Services in re-potting my
100 plus orchid plant collection this year. It took
about 5 hours over the course of 2 days but we
did it as a team.
As you can see from this picture, it was quite a production but I found that it was easier to
divide and get rid of plants with another person helping you out. The first time Scott tossed one
of my diseased old plants, he tried to tell me there was an owl in the tree behind me. We both
got a hoot out of that tall tale!
Our Monthly Meeting via Zoom
Our speaker will be John Romano
His Topic: Easy to Grown Soft Cane Dendrobiums
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021
Time: 7:00 PM
Click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83785849801?pwd=d0F6eGFWWE5KdWZrdkpCY0RwaGxiUT09
Meeting ID: 837 8584 9801
Passcode: 121933
Orchid Judging: Congratulations to last month’s ten Blue Ribbon, eight Red Ribbon and eight
CCM winners. We thank all our members for submitting their lovely flowers for judging. Joan
Connors, AOS Judge, continues her excellent presentation of orchids submitted.
There’s No Business Like Show Business:
Thank you to all of you who completed our survey and based on your reponses, we are moving
ahead and planning an orchid show. Proposed new show dates are Saturday October 23RD
and Sunday October 24th with load-in and set up on Friday October 22nd.
We’re looking for a few good people to help us make our show successful. If you’re interested
in being involved in our show as a chairperson or volunteer, please join us. No experience
necessary.
Wednesday, April 21st at 11 AM
Location: Old School Square Pavilion by the Band shell
Bring your own chair!

SEE BELOW FOR A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING AN EXCITING ORCHID
AUCTION STARTING TODAY!
Happy Spring!
See you on Wednesday , April 14, 2021 at 7:00 pm.
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
MoLovesOrchids@gmail.com
954 695-7889



MARCH BLUE RIBBON
WINNERS



Paph godefroyae frm. alba

BLC Lawless Zauberflote "Apricot'- Grown

BLC Booth Lee Venice - Grown by

Grown by Larry s.

by Judith Cohen

Valerie

Vasco Bangkok Sunset X Storeii - Grown by

BLC Nugget Digger'#57" Grown by Bernadette.

Perr. Bangkok Sunset Grown by Michele

Michele O

Catt NN- Grown by Aneette

BC Bill Worsley X L cinnabarina Grown by Barbara S.

Milt. Kawai's Choice "Pacific Paradise" Grown

Den. Lovable Bird " Grown by Jessica B.







by Chickie



Orchid Auction Bill’s Legacy
Are you looking for a lovely arrangement for a friend or loved one or perhaps you would
like to add this stunning piece of Cypress wood orchid arrangement to your own
collection? It includes 4 mini-Phalaenopsis, 1 BLC Nugget Digger, tillandsia and a Hoya
all mounted on an amazing two foot long piece of wood.
We are auctioning off this lovely arrangement with bids starting at $75 beginning today
and ending the bidding on Saturday, April 17, 2021 at 5:00 PM.
Please send your bid to MOLovesOrchids@gmail.com. Be sure to add your name and phone number. You can also bid online during
our zoom meeting on Wednesday using the Chat button.
All proceeds are going to Bill’s Legacy as part of our memorial to our former President Bill Thrall. Thank you to Gail Miller from
Miller’s Way Orchid for her gracious donation of the wood and to Scott Peplin and his wife Donna from International Orchid
Environments for their donation of the flower arrangement.

MARCH SPEAKER JOHN ROMANO
Easy to Grown Soft Cane Dendrobiums

Welcome back to John Romano who will give us an informative and interesting lecture on growing
soft cane or nobile type dendrobiums, which grow well in South Florida. John started growing
orchids in 1979 at the age of 13. He worked at Waterloo Gardens, Inc in Exton, PA and Gilberties
Garden Center in Deleware County, PA. In 2002, got hired at JEM Orchids in Delray as their grower
and worked there until 2005. John is a member of Coalition for Orchid Species, FOG, and Newbie
FOG groups on Facebook. He runs the Sobralia group and the Dendrobium species group on Facebook
as well as the Let’s Talk Orchids group and hosts the Youtube show.

Soft-cane dendrobiums are typified by Dendrobium nobile, the ‘noble’ dendrobium, which is found in
northern India, southern China and the hilly areas of Thailand, Laos, Vietnam and Burma. It has pink
petals, pink sepals and a creamy yellow labellum with a distinctive purple throat. The list of softcane dendrobium hybrids is quite extensive but they can be classified into two types, the ‘English’
and the ‘Japanese’. The early English hybrids, such as D. Lady Colman, D. Felicity and D. Cybele,
were bred mainly from D. nobile, D. nobile var. virginalis and D. findlayanum, another attractive cool
growing species. These hybrids have mostly pink or mauve flowers, although some are cream, yellow
or white.
Note: The above soft cane dendrobium was grown by our member Larry. S.

APRIL GROWING BY DR. MOTES

March this year came in like a lion and just barely made it out as a lamb.
What made this March remarkable was the number of days when the
temperature was well below normal. Although a few days saw
temperatures struggle to reach the upper 80’s, much of the month
brought highs in the upper 70’s and low 80’s and overnight lows in the
60’s and occasionally lower. It seems these temperatures pleased many of
our orchids as much as they pleased us.
A er an excep onally warm winter, our dendrobiums of the sec ons Callista and Dendrobium would be expected to disappoint with a
paucity of bloom but happily the opposite is true. Although no scien ﬁc study has been made of the subject, the evidence of this year would
lead one to think that rather than extremes of low temperature many of our orchids are induced to bloom by suﬃcient quan

es of chill

por ons, temperatures in a par cular range for a par cular number of hours. In any case, thanks to a cool March our collec ons of Himalayan
dendrobiums are a blaze of color.
This March was not only cooler but drier than average. Many plants may be somewhat dehydrated if careful a en on has not been paid to
watering them. The cure for plants suﬀering from drought is always to water more heavily rather than more frequently. The cold fronts which
have arrived, in general, have delivered less rain than usual. It is advisable, under these circumstances, to water heavily when the plants have
received a light rain. Be sure the roots and medium are saturated and can then take advantage of the rapid drying eﬀect of the dry air of
spring.
Vandas are deligh ng in the swing of day to night temperatures and should be watered heavily and given plenty of the recommended low
phosphorus fer lizer. The cool temperatures of March have also alerted us to any plants which are showing magnesium deﬁciency through
reddening of their foliage. An extra shot of Epsom salts (1 Tbs. per gal.) will green them up.
T he cooler temperatures have also subdued the typical early spring riot of Thrips and mites but prepare to deal with them using the methods
in Florida Orchid Growing when the temperatures rise.
Snails too, have remained dormant in the cool dryness but will return. Controlling them this year is par cularly important as the authori es
deal with a new invasive species of snail. We can do our part to help by applying snail bait lightly after each April shower.
April is oﬀ to a deliciously cool start and the March pa ern of weather is likely to persist for a while. Our plants are now breaking into new
growth and need food and water much more than they did in March. It is not too late to apply the me release fer lizer marketed as
Dynamite, which is superior to the name brand under S. Florida condi ons. Lowe’s sells a low phosphorus formula recommended for
avocados.

The continued cool allows us to catch up on all those outdoor tasks we have been meaning to get around to. Enjoy it while it lasts.
Dr. Martin Motes
Motes Orchids

FROM THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY

SNAILS AND SLUGS
BY SUSAN JONES
Snails and slugs, ubiquitous orchid pests, can inflict a great deal of damage to
virtually every part of an orchid. They wait for the cover of night to wreak their
havoc. Snails and slugs, left unchecked, can infest a collection and kill your
orchids fairly quickly.
If you grow orchids outdoors or in a greenhouse, these pests are likely to be
found in the vicinity of your growing area. Indoor growers may introduce them with a new plant, which can harbor snails,
slugs or their eggs unseen in the growing medium. Snails and slugs eat mostly flowers, roots and tender new growths,
although, if those are unavailable, they will consume any plant part. Because they do their damage primarily under the cover
of darkness, they can be difficult to detect and eradicate.
Life Cycles
These creatures are hermaphroditic, so every individual has both male and female organs and is capable of laying eggs.
The life cycle of the various slugs and snails that prey on orchids is generally about one year in the immature stage, and a
second year as an adult. The immatures are smaller in size and lighter in color, but otherwise resemble adults in form.
Adults lay up to 300 eggs in batches of 10 to 50 each. These eggs hatch in the spring in as little as 10 days during warmer
weather, or up to 100 days in cooler temperatures. The average maturation period is about one month..
Control
If the creatures themselves are not visible when the plant is inspected, telltale signs of their presence include their
translucent shiny slime trail; holes with uneven brown edges eaten through the flower tissues; nibbled roots (thicker roots
may have only small pock-mark-like holes eaten into them, while smaller, finer roots may be eaten clean through; tender
new root tips are especially vulnerable); and new growths may be damaged or chewed down to a nub.
To control snails and slugs, baits are commonly available from garden-supply retailers. In addition, a number of low-tech,
low-cost, and low- (or no) toxicity remedies have been developed. Whenever chemical controls are employed, check to see
that the product has been approved for use on orchids, and carefully follow all instructions for the product's safe use. Also
consider the health of any pets and your children.
TO READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE Click here .
From the American Orchid Society
www.AOS.org

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.
Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at
Smile.Amazon.com

Check out the
American Orchid
Society's web site for
plenty of interesting
articles and photos on
awarded orchids. Pests, fungus, cold,
rain damage? Click here:
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Board Members

==========================
Upcoming Events

President: Michele Owens

Veteran's Park continues to be closed and we do not
have a reopening date. As for now, our monthly

Programs: Judith Cohen

meetings will be held using ZOOM . If you have any
questions, please contact our President, Michele, or

Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Martha Combs
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt
Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel

Judith Cohen, Program Chair or one of the Board
members. They are ready to help you.
Scheduled Meetings:
April 14 — John Romano — "Softcane Dendrobiums,
Add to Your Collection "

Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

May 12 — Peter Lin , Diamond Orchids, Calif. — 3A’s
Angraecum Aerangis Aeranthes
June 9 — TBD
July 14 — Wendy Mazuk — "The Amazing Leafless
Florida Native Ghost Orchid"

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary,

Bernadette

Garfinkel

at

561

398-

6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

