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by Mike Jackson

Greetings Fellow Legionnaires:

H

We have just celebrated the 243rd anniversary of the Declaration of Independence:
America’s Independence Day, July 4, and now we unwillingly enter the scorching heat of
our Texas summer — a good time of the year for pool parties, tubing on the Texas rivers
and streams, and spending time indoors with the A/C on.
Post 326 and the Onion Creek HOA again co-hosted Onion Creek’s
Annual Bill Stagner Memorial Fourth-of-July Parade & Picnic. Residents
who stepped outside their homes on the morning of July 4 were greeted to a stream of
patriotically-decorated vehicles passing through the neighborhood. Folks who attended
the picnic afterward, in Sullivan Park, enjoyed camaraderie with fellow Legionnaires and
neighbors and were treated to hotdogs, hamburgers, and all the fixings that go with a
Fourth-of-July parade
proper picnic. I think a good time was had by all! (See parade photos on page 5.)
participant

LET’S TALK ABOUT

THE

FUTURE

OF

POST 326 . . .

We have to address an issue within our Post, and that issue is participation. We need a lot of new
participants in our organization, or I fear we are on our last legs. The existing Executive Board members
need your help and support. I’ve been a member for about 12 years. I spent seven years as Sergeant-at-Arms,
a year as Board Member at Large, and now I am the Post Commander. When I look at the Executive Committee, I see people who have been consecutively and continuously on the Board for longer than I have been a
member of the American Legion. We have at least three positions unfilled at this time and at least three Board
members filling more than one role. This simply cannot continue. We need your help, or we may lose our Post.
We have 140+ Post 326 members, but the work of running the Post falls to about 10 members. The same
hard-working members, every year, year in and year out. So, we ask (implore) you to step up and take an
active role in the organization. Some of these roles can be a one-year commitment; others can be for several
years. We need several members to commit to several years — as in grooming for command to be Post
Adjutant, Post Vice-Commander, and, ultimately, Post Commander.
Post 326 is asking members to volunteer to take on the following roles: Finance Officer, Service Officer,
Membership Chair, Scholarship Chair, Boys/Girls State Chair, Sergeant-at-Arms, etc. Our existing member
volunteers, who are currently filling these roles, need assistants: folks they can train over the coming year.
They need replacements!
continued on page 2
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Commander’s Comments, continued
~ Page 2, Commander ~
We require one/two Vice Commanders. One of them should be the Golf
Chair, which is the driving force behind organization and execution of the
Golf Tournament. The tournament is our only fund-raising event for each
year and requires a lot of time for just one person. A Second Vice Commander
could help chair the Boys/Girls State and the Scholarship Committees.
The Sergeant-at-Arms is responsible for setting up our meeting hall before each
General Meeting; assisting the Commander in executing a proper meeting;
handling proper storage and maintenance of our flags, Colors, and flagpoles; and helping the Service Officer
and Adjutant to coordinate parades and other events that we participate in.
We have a Finance Officer and a Finance Committee, both charged with creating and managing our budget,
our funds, and our investments. This should be three/four Board members.
The Membership Chair is charged with keeping records of our membership, striving to increase our membership, and keeping in touch with our membership.
Please consider stepping up and taking a role in the management of our Post. Without more volunteers, we
may not be able to submit a slate of officers for our next American Legion Fiscal Year. Very soon, it’s quite
possible that we may not have a Post. I am asking EVERY member to make every possible effort to attend
our next General Membership meeting on August 7, at 6:00 pm, at the Onion Creek Club. We will vote on a
slate of officers, and we desperately need some additional heads on the Executive Committee.
I thank you for your consideration on this very important matter. Please feel free to reach out to me at
mjackson8@austin.rr.com. H

Keep Post 326 Alive!

by Bob Jordan, Service Officer

In his article this month, our Post Commander notes the very real possibility
that American Legion Post 326 may cease to exist due to a shortage
of willing leaders. This would be tragic for many of your fellow
veterans and the youth of our community. Here’s why:
H Last year we helped nine young veterans attend college so they can make our country a better place.

H Last year we helped eight local JROTC graduating seniors attend college so they can make our country a better place.
H We helped wounded warriors and their families who already made our country a better place.

H We helped local high school students attend Boys and Girls State so they can learn why our country IS a better place.

....................................
All of these programs make Post 326 unique in the country. 2019 is the Centennial Year for the
American Legion, which makes it the oldest veteran organization in the country. How tragic will
it be for a Post that does so much for its community to die this year due to the unwillingness
of those it serves, to serve it. H
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Dr. Nancy Krenek to speak at General Meeting

Our speaker for the upcoming
General Membership Meeting
will be Dr. Nancy Krenek.

Center for Kids), a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, provides equine-assisted activities
and therapies to children, adults, and veterans with physical, cognitive, and emotional
challenges.

.....................

Dr. Krenek has been a physical therapist for
over 32 years. In the past 20 years she has speServing Central Texas since 1998, ROCK’s
cialized in equine-assisted activities and therapy,
mission is to improve independence and life
serving children, adults, and veterans. She is the
CEO and Founder of ROCK (R.O.C.K.: Ride
skills in partnership with the horse. The cenOn Center for Kids) in Central Texas and also
ter is located on 60+ acres in beautiful Georgethe Executive Director of the TAMUS Courttown, Texas. ROCK’s organizational vision
ney Grimshaw Fowler Equine Therapeutic ProDr. Krenek
is to be the trustee leader in equine-assisted
gram in College Station, which has recently
activities through service, research, and edubeen sponsored by the ONEHealth Initiative under Texas
cation. Serving and average of over 350 participants and
A&M Biomedical Department of Vet/Med. Nancy is one of
their families every year, ROCK is recognized as the leader
85 board certified Hippotherapy Clinical Specialists in the
in hippotherapy and therapeutic
Nation. Besides serving participants through connection
Tournament luncheon
riding research. ROCK is a PATH
with the horse, she has been instrumental in over 20 research
International premiere accredited
projects, with three being published in reviewed journals.
equine-assisted activities and
The Magic of Horses
therapies center. H
Texas A&M's equine therapy program is changing the lives
of veterans and people with disabilities. ROCK (Ride On

Wednesday, August 7

Social Hour 6 P.M. H Open Meeting 7:00 P.M. H Dinner 7:20 P.M.

Please make your reservations by responding to this newsletter. If you receive

an email notifying you of the meeting, please reply ASAP whether or not you plan to
attend (with number of attendees) and if you want the vegetarian option. If you do not
receive an email, contact Sergeant-at-Arms Larry Hohl at larryhohl@austin.rr.com or
(512) 523-8532 no later than 5:00 P.M. on Sunday, August 4.

REGULAR

Menu

Salmon with Citrus Glaze
Carrot, Corn, and Pea Medley
White Rice

VEGETARIAN

Fried Avocado Stuffed
with Rice and Cheese

Both Dinners Also Receive

Freshly Baked Rolls & Butter • Cheesecake with Strawberries
Fresh Salad • Iced Tea & Regular/Decaf Coffee
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$22 per person (inclusive)
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Post 326 Membership

by Bob Pillmore, Membership Chairman

Time marches on. In the last newsletter
we were celebrating achieving our
membership goal for 2019. The first of
July, the 2020 membership drive began.
I am sure you have received your first
notice of annual dues. If not, you will
soon. We have already had 27 members
renew their membership. We also have
23 Lifetime members, bringing our current 2020
membership to 50.
Last year our goal was 142 and we finished the
year with 147 members. Our goal for 2020 is

149 members, so we must continue to pursue
new members.

Finance Report

Therefore, we will continue our program of paying
the first year membership fee for any new American
Legion member joining the Post. We still have 10 of
the 20 members we originally pledged to include in
this program. If you know of any potential members,
please have them fill out a membership form, verify
their eligibility for membership, and forward the
Volunteers
stationed atforms
the Dice
Game at our
form
to me. Membership
are available
website on the Membership page. There is also an
online form at our website that can be completed
and submitted on line. The website page is
https://www.alegiononioncreek.org/membership2.html H
FMI: bob.pillmore@gmail.com or 512-921-5952

by Tom Harder, Finance Officer

$$

As of July 15, our Post 326 has a total of $2,562.70 in the Operating Account, which includes
$3,000 transferred from the Operating Fund Savings Account that still contains $47,319.74.
Our Scholarship Account has a total of $2,000 after recently awarding four $1,000 Veteran
Grants and transferring $5,000 from the Golf Tournament Account.
Our Golf Tournament Account still contains $29,279.74, which will be reduced to $500
seed money before August 1, to use in the 2020 Tournament.

Currently, we have four separate $15,000 Certificates of Deposit totaling $61,030.43 invested
with Velocity Credit Union, which have been generating a total of about $107 per month in dividends.
This year’s Post 326 Memorial Golf Tournament, with only an On-line Sale, was still a very successful fundraiser. This event generated a profit of $34,984.61, which is almost $10,000 more than our projected
budget. Many thanks to Dr. Ron Stried, Tony Nuccio, the Golf Tournament Committee, and all
the volunteers serving on the Fundraising Committee and during the alternate delayed-date Tournament.
A proposed 2019–2020 Post 326 Budget is currently being prepared based upon actual expenditures during the last ten months’ spending patterns and income sources. It will be presented for an approval vote at
the General Meeting on August 7. H

A Touch of Humor . . .
Post member Nick Scutti of Atlantic City, New Jersey, says he saw this sign in a barber shop:
ARMY HAIRCUTS REPAIRED. —from American Legion Magazine, July 2019, “Bursts and Duds,” March 1943.
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Rockin’ Parade on Fourth of July

Snapshots taken during Bill Stagner Memorial Parade & Picnic
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Photos courtesy of Tammy Jackson

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

5

Flag Replacement Ceremony
at the Élan SouthPark Meadows by Dr. Ron Stried
Kathryn Bunge, Activity Director
at Élan SouthPark Meadows
Assisted Living and Memory Care
Center, contacted Post 326 to
request that our Post replace their
American and Texas Flags.

On flag Day, June 14, during a ceremony at the center, Tom Harder, Carl
Becker, Floyd Clark, and Ron Stried

volunteered to meet Kathryn
and some of the residents at the
Élan facility to replace the flags.
The Flag replacement ceremony
was attended by 21 residents
and several staff members.
Veterans and veteran spouses
were in attendance. They carried small American Flags and
were decorated in red, white,
and blue shirts and socks. The
driveway leading from the
entrance to the flagpoles was
lined by American flags and
appropriate items. After the ceremony, many of the residents
thanked us for the ceremony
and service to our country.H

Photos, Left to Right: Post 326 members
Floyd Clark, Ron Stried, Carl Becker, and Tom
Harder; Elan residents and staff waiting for
flag ceremony to begin.
......................................

...............................................................................

The American Legion Magazine, July 2019, page 26

American Legion Baseball Trivia
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Remembering those H H H
who fought for our freedom
HHH

June 6, 1944, known as D-Day, was the
largest amphibious invasion in military
history. June 6, 2019, marked the 75th
commemoration.
Commander Mike Jackson and his wife, Tammy,
enjoyed the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to join
the celebration while on vacation in France. There
were some 170 veterans of the Battle of Normandy
who returned for the celebrations — up to 40 of
whom crossed the beaches or landed on June 6,
1944.

Photos courtesy of Tammy Jackson

These soldiers were little more than boys when
they fought and became men on these beaches.
These men freely went to war fighting for their
mothers, fathers, families, and country.
It was an honor and a privilege to be in the presence
of these great veterans and to witness the ceremony
commemorating the 75th anniversary of D-Day.
Thank you to all of the heroes who fought for
and gave us these freedoms! H

Tammy Jackson

Photos top to bottom: A solemn moment of remembrance over Normandy
American Cemetery, as witnessed by the Jacksons; Commander Jackson (far
right) shakes hands with one of the visiting veterans.

.........................................

Thank You

POST 326 IS ON TARGET WITH HAYS
JUNIOR ROTC RIFLES
Our American Legion Post 326 contributed $500 this year
to help defray the costs for the Hays High School Junior ROTC
(Marine Corps) to send its air rifle team to the Junior Olympics.
We are proud to announce that the Hays Rebel Marksmanship
Team placed fourth out of 2,000 teams from around the nation.
This accomplishment is especially impressive since the team consisted of only one senior and three sophomores. An additional
sophomore competed individually.

LtCol Donald Wimp (USMC Ret.) hopes to take a national title
in future competition as these young people gain experience and
skill. You can be proud to be a part of this effort to support our
future leaders. H

God Bless America
I love America because
Of the Greatness on its land;
Of the Greatness of its people;
Of the Greatness of America's System;
Of the Greatness of America's Generosity;
Of the Greatness of America's Freedoms.
“My God! How little do my countrymen know
what precious blessings they have possession of,
and which no other people on earth enjoy!”
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—Thomas Jefferson
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Your American Legion Post 326
needs you. Please volunteer today!

CURRENT OFFICERS

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Commander
– Michael OFFICERS
R. “Mike” Jackson
CURRENT

Golf Committee
Chair – Dr. Ronald
O. “Ron” Stried
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Current Officers
Plus:
(512 ) 280-3245
• rstried@aol.com

(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

First Vice Commander – OPEN
Second Vice Commander – OPEN
Acting Adjutant – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Finance Officer – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • tomharder57@sbcglobal.net

Sergeant-at-Arms – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Service Officer – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

At-Large – Charles R. “Bob” Caudill
(512 )

At-Large – Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried
(512 )

323-7989 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

Historian – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

280-3245 • rstried@aol.com

At-Large – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

Membership Chair, Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

HS Scholarships,
Boys/Girls State
– Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS
(512)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

Veterans Scholarships, Charitable Donations, At-Large –

Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
( 469)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

High School Oratorical Committee Chair – OPEN

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com
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