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Summary

In May 2022, Jordanian forces intercepted a major narcotics smuggling operation originating
from Syria, highlighting the escalating threat posed by Iranian proxies and militia networks
operating across the Syrian frontier.

This Insight examines Iran’s expanding regional footprint, the shifting dynamics along the
Jordanian-Syrian border, and broader implications for Middle Eastern security architecture.

Strategic Intelligence Insight

l. Incident Overview

On May 23,2022, Jordanian armed forces thwarted a large-scale smuggling operation
at the Syrian border, seizing narcotics, weapons, and neutralizing multiple smugglers.

The seizure included over 637,000 Captagon pills, 39,600 Tramadol pills, hashish
packages, and military-grade firearms.

Il Border Security Challenges

* Increased Infiltration Attempts:

Since early 2022, Jordanian forces have intercepted dozens of smuggling operations
facilitated through areas under Syrian regime control.
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=  Strategic Withdrawal Risks:

King Abdullah Il warned that Russia’s drawdown in southern Syria could create a
vacuum readily filled by Iranian proxies, further destabilizing Jordan’s northern
frontier.

=  Smuggling as a Strategic Weapon:

The surge in narcotics trafficking is viewed not merely as a criminal enterprise but a
tool of strategic influence, undermining Jordanian internal stability.

1l Iranian Proxy Expansion

e  Mutual Dependency:

The Taliban rely on al-Qaeda manpower against Islamic State Khorasan Province (IS-
K), while al-Qaeda depends on Taliban protection to rebuild networks.

e Entrenched Presence:

Despite Israeli airstrikes targeting Iranian positions, Tehran’s influence in Syria continues to
deepen, leveraging militia networks, missile bases, and drone deployments.

e Regional Threat Matrix:
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V.

Iran’s forward positioning in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq enables strategic depth
operations against neighboring states and U.S. assets in the region.

Technology Diffusion:

Iranian-backed militias have expanded their technological capabilities, introducing
advanced drones and asymmetric tools that challenge conventional military balances.

Policy and Strategic Implications

Border Militarization:

Persistent smuggling operations may compel Jordan to designate the border region as
a closed military zone, escalating operational postures.

Diplomatic Pressures:

Jordan must intensify demands for accountability from the Syrian regime regarding
cross-border security, leveraging both regional diplomacy and international
mechanisms.

Regional Stability Risks:

The unchecked expansion of Iranian influence threatens broader Middle Eastern
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security frameworks, particularly if proxy dynamics expand beyond Syria into
Jordanian territory.

Indicators to Monitor

= Patterns and scale of smuggling operations along the Jordan-Syria border.

= Shifts in Russian force posture and corresponding Iranian militia movements in
southern Syria.

= Jordanian military deployments and potential operational zone redesignations along
the frontier.

Analyst Reflection

Iran’s layered proxy networks in Syria reflect a long-term strategic design, utilizing non-
traditional warfare — including narcotics trafficking — as a means of destabilization.

The Jordanian-Syrian frontier now represents a frontline in the evolving contest over regional
influence, with broader implications for the Levant’s security landscape.
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