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Shadow Ridge 
High School stu-
dent China Den-
nington was se-
lected as the 
Outstanding Citi-
zen in the Ameri-
can Legion Auxil-
liary’s Girls State 
program.

The ALA Girls 
State program, which took 
place in the summer at the 

University of Arizo-
na, is a week-long 
academic event em-
phasizing the work-
ings of government 
and responsible cit-
izenship.

Nearly 300 Arizo-
na high school girls 
participate in the 
program each year.

“Attending this program 
has empowered me to speak 

up and have courage,” Den-
nington said. “It was an in-
credible experience to be 
surrounded by so many 
dedicated, confi dent young 
women. It encouraged me 
to have con�dence in my-
self as well.”

Interviewed, selected and 
sponsored by the Peoria 
American Legion Auxiliary 
unit, Dennington petitioned 
to attend the 70-year-long 

tradition through her school 
counselor.

“China was exactly the 
kind of student we are look-
ing for,” Doris Theiss, unit 
president, said. “She demon-
strated the kind of patriotic 
values critical in embracing 
the program.”

A published author at age 
13, Dennington also partic-
ipates in choir and is an of-
�cer in the Hugh O’Brian 

Youth Arizona Alumni As-
sociation. She won the Pres-
ident’s Award for Volunteer 
Service. Following the ses-
sion, she also designed and 
implemented a website 
borne from her experience. 
The website, www.SheIsNo-
tAnObject.com, hopes to 
bring an end to sexist com-
ments in everyday conver-
sation.

Thanksgiving meal lunch 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 

5 p.m., Nov. 17, 12851 W. 

Annual turkey trot, 8:15 

book sta� members took 
home six awards from 
the Arizona Interscholas-

grams and more.sharing their success strat-
egies for working their way 
through a professional sport, 
the students are using these 

where they end up in their 
career, they can be comfort-
able reaching out to schools 
and working with students.” 

taking anything for granted.
Mr. Jay asked how students 

remain focused and heard 

OUTSTANDING CITIZEN

>> See Ballers on page 13

>> See Citizen on page 14

China Dennington

Girls State program selects Surprise 
junior as ‘outstanding citizen ’

Surprise Today - 11/08/2017 Page : A14

Copyright © 2017 Independent Newsmedia Inc. USA, All rights reserved. 11/08/2017
December 7, 2017 6:47 am (GMT +7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

14  November 8, 2017  |  Surprise Today   |  www.yourvalley.net

WE PAINT 
ANYTHING!

FREE ESTIMATES • ALL INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Locally Owned & Operated • WE OFFER SHUTTLE SERVICE

El Mirage • 623-972-2260
12555 NW Grand Ave. (located at Grand & Greenway)

Trucks, Vans, SUVs and commercial vehicles by estimate. Body work, rust repair & stripping of old paint 
extra. Not valid with any other offer. Maaco Collision Repair & Auto Painting centers are independent  
franchises of MAACO Franchising Inc. Prices, hours & services may vary. ©2013 MAACO Franchising Inc.

• Cars
• Trucks
• SUVs
• Commercial Vehicles
• Metal-Patio Furniture

WE DO COMPLETE BODY WORK!

COLLISION 
REPAIR 

EXPERTS

WE WILL PAY $250 OF YOUR DEDUCTIBLE
for minimum repair of $1800

Frank W. Sallustio D.D.S., M.S. (Col. USAF Ret.)
Former Head of Prosthodontics, Luke AFB

Board Certified Specialist

Courteous & 
Compassionate Service

Crowns • Bridges • Implants • Veneers • Maxillo Facial Prosthetics
Complete & Partial Dentures • Comprehensive Restorative & Hygiene Services

13802 W. Camino Del Sol, Suite 102
Sun City West, Arizona

623-975-0796

Initial Visit 
$49.00

Includes 
comprehensive exam 

& x-rays.
Not valid with insurance

www.drsallustio.com

NOW 

ACCEPTING 

DELTA DENTAL 

Citizen
>> From page 12

The John J. Morris Aux-
iliary unit in Peoria spon-
sors 22 girls each year 
into the ALA Girls State 
program.

“Over the next year, the 
Arizona American Le-
gion Auxiliary will pos-
itively affect the lives of 
thousands of Arizona 
veterans, military, local 
families and their com-
munities, and my goal is 
to make sure we can con-
tinue to do so in the years 
to come,” Yolanda Bonil-
la, Arizona department 
president, said.

Bonilla has selected 
the ALA Girls State pro-

gram as the department 
president’s special proj-
ect during her year-long 
tenure as president.

“By reaching out to 
youth like Ms. Denning-
ton, we believe we can 
simultaneously build a 
stronger America and a 
stronger patriotic orga-
nization,” she said.

“For me, the Girls State 
experience confirmed 
that I want to go into gov-
ernment. It gets me fi red 
up and excited,” Denning-
ton said.

To learn more, visit 
www.AZPost62.com/ALA 
or email ALAunit62AZ@
gmail.com.

Dysart begins open enrollment for 2018-19
The Dysart Unified 

School District will begin 
accepting open enrollment 
applications for the 2018-
2019 school year on Tues-
day, Nov. 14.

Parents whose students 
are currently open-enrolled 
at the school of their choice 

will not need to reapply. 
Students wishing to attend 
a new school for the 2018-19 
school year must apply for 
open enrollment online at 
www.dysart.org/oe.

Open enrollment allows 
parents the opportunity to 
request that their children 

attend a school outside of 
their residential boundary 
area and includes the Glob-
al International Academy at 
Luke Elementary, the Dys-
art Arts Academy at West 
Point, Cambridge Acade-
my at Marley Park, the In-
tegrated STEM Concept 

at Canyon Ridge, Code to 
the Future schools at Dys-
art Elementary, Kingswood 
and Surprise Elementary, 
as well as high school sig-
nature programs.

Information on Dysart’s 
specialized programs may 
be found by clicking on Aca-

demic Pathways on the Par-
ents tab at www.dysart.org.

For initial consideration, 
open enrollment applica-
tions are due on or before 
Thursday, Dec. 21. Submit-
ted applications will contin-
ue to be accepted after Dec. 
21 and will be reviewed on a 

monthly basis as space be-
comes available.

Parents needing access
to an online computer may 
visit any district school or 
the front lobby of the Dys-
art district offi ce, at 15802 
N. Parkview Place.

Students at Imagine Prep Surprise participate in Red Ribbon Week, Oct. 23-31. 
[Submitted photo]

Imagine Prep students join 
anti-drug campaign

Imagine Prep Surprise cel-
ebrated Red Ribbon Week 
Oct. 23-31, a drug preven-
tion campaign that reach-
es millions of young people 
each year.

Imagine Prep’s National 
Junior Honor Society led 
the campaign by encourag-
ing students to commit to a 
drug-free lifestyle and raised 
awareness about drugs and 
their effects on people’s lives. 
Each year the NJHS creates 
a banner on which every stu-
dent is welcome to put their 
handprint and name making 
the pledge to be drug free.

The banner will hang in a 
hallway all year to act as a re-
minder and continue aware-
ness.

“Our National Junior Hon-
or Society members and pro-
spective members are learn-
ing how simple conversation 
can affect their communi-
ty,” Gia Lowell, NJHS advis-
er, said. “They are beginning 
to see how the right conver-
sation can be uplifting and 
the wrong conversation can 
be lethal. Students are also 
beginning to see how their 
actions must match their 
words to be effective.”


