Aim: Why did a civil rights movement develop in the U.S in the 1950s and 1960s?
I. The Fight for Civil Rights

A. Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

· Linda Brown could not attend an all white school that was closer to her home

· Fought by NAACP 

· Chief Justice Warren stated segregation in education is unconstitutional

· The Supreme Court has helped to determine public policy of laws

B. 1955: 

· NAACP member Rosa Parks arrested after refusing to give up seat on bus in Montgomery AL

· Led to Montgomery Bus Boycott led by Martin Luther King, Jr.

C. 1957:

· Martin Luther King Jr. becomes a political leader for civil rights

D. 1960:

· Greensboro N.C. lunch-counter sit-ins in Woolworth’s
E. 1963:

· *M.L.K. writes “Letters from a Birmingham Jail” arguing civil disobedience 

· *March on Washington: “I Have a Dream” speech

F. 1964

· *24th Amend. abolishes poll tax

· *Civil Rights Act of 1964: prohibits discrimination of all kinds, gives fed. gov’t power to enforce desegregation

G. 1965:

· Malcolm X killed

· Voting Rights Act of 1965: literacy tests, other requirements were made illegal

· Executive Order 11246-  affirmative action

· This ensures equal opportunity in education and employment for minorities and women

H. 1966:

· Miranda v. Arizona:

· established a suspect’s right to be informed of his or her rights 

· Black Panthers founded

I. 1968:

· *Martin Luther King assassinated by James Earl Ray

