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Isaiah 49:5–7
[bookmark: _Hlk218412539]5 And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— 6 he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

[bookmark: _Hlk218412279]John 1:29–34
[bookmark: _Hlk218412309]29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 

I’m going to talk about Second Isaiah again, as I did last week, but maybe say a little bit more about his efforts and his setting. The unnamed author whom we call Second Isaiah, because his material was imbedded in the Book of Isaiah, has a particularly compassionate and merciful message.
Here the Lord tells the Servant that it’s not enough that he should raise up the tribes of Jacob; he is giving him as a light to the nations, so that his salvation may reach to the end of the earth (49:6). Sometimes the figure of the Servant seems to stand for Second Isaiah himself, sometimes it stands for an ideal prophet, and sometimes it stands for all Israel. Here it may stand for either the ideal prophet or for all Judeans: they need to be a light to the nations, that means, need to teach the nations about the one God. The truth about God needs to extend to the ends of the earth. 
So how much of this outreach from Jews to Gentiles was actually happening during Second Isaiah’s lifetime? In trying to answer that question, I think of what Sherlock Holmes said: that if you eliminate the impossible, then what is left is true. I find it impossible to think that Second Isaiah put so much focus on being a light to the Gentiles if absolutely none of this outreach occurred. I find it equally impossible to think that it was a massive outreach that converted thousands of Gentiles, because we would have heard about that if it had happened. Therefore, what is true, I am confident, is that some of this outreach to the Gentiles was happening, that a beginning of spreading the message of one God was taking place. It remains a major theme in the last part of the book of Isaiah, written after the return from the Babylonian Exile, what we refer to as Third Isaiah. And in Jesus’ time, there were some Gentiles, known as God-fearers, who were attending synagogue services.
[bookmark: _Hlk219619352][bookmark: _Hlk219619450]Our Isaiah text goes on to say that the Redeemer of Israel knows the Servant was despised by the nations, but now kings and princes shall prostrate themselves because of the Lord (49:7). This could perhaps be interpreted as a royal Messianic idea, that a Jewish king will arise, and Gentile lords will bow down to him, though it doesn’t actually spell that out. In any case, the reputation and respect that the Jewish religion received was destined to go way up.
And we know that the Jews of Jesus’ time expected a Messiah to come, and that the Messiah would either be like a new king, a new priest, or a new prophet. John the Baptist points to Jesus and indicates that he is the Chosen One, the Lamb of God, and the one who will baptize people with the Holy Spirit. He testifies of what he saw at the baptism of Jesus, the heavens opened and the Spirit descend like a dove upon Jesus (John 1:32). He says that God had given him a message, that the one on whom the Spirit descended is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit (1:33).
Prophets are often associated with spirit. So it seems that, to John, Jesus is a new prophet, and much more: the actual Chosen One. John, in a way, is the last Hebrew prophet, and when he points to Jesus as the Chosen One, it is like the whole prophetic line is pointing to Jesus. And Jesus will demonstrate this not only in the great teaching that he gives out, but in the quotes of the prophets that he applies to himself. To this day we think of him as the one anointed by God, full of the Spirit, the Counsellor, the Prince of Peace, the one who will make the wolf lie down with the lamb (Isa 61:1; 9:6; 11:6). 
This is the man of God, the one who said to Philip “whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Jesus said he would ask the Father, “and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth” (14:16–17). This is the spirit that he sent on Pentecost, and now it abides in us. This is the spirit that helped overcome the enmity between Jews and Gentiles, that so transformed the Christian community, that before many generations, no one in the community knew who had Jewish ancestry and who did not, because it didn’t matter any more. This is the Spirit that can help you to master your urges and desires, to lift up your energies toward the things of God.
[bookmark: _Hlk219617938]Jesus is the greatest person who ever lived, but he inspires us to be like him. His openness to Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, healthy and sick, can inspire us to embody the same attitude. And the sky’s the limit. The high value that he placed upon every person whom he met is the basis for the philosophy called Personalism. Personalism was especially developed by some philosophers at Boston University in the 20th century, even on down to the Personalist Martin Luther King, Jr., who went to school there. 
Personalism is the philosophy that not only affirms the uniqueness of the individual, its freedom and its dignity, but asserts that reality is only understandable through the eyes of personality. King’s doctrine of non-violence was derived from his Personalist ideas. He believed that even those who have not yet turned their hearts toward God are possessed of this divine gift of personality, and could, someday, start to realize their divine potential. And so Personalism means to love someone for what he could become, not for what he is now (Tunstall, Yes, But Not Quite, 99). And this is a guideline that aims to achieve a Christlike Beloved Community. 
The Beloved Community was not only an ideal for King, it was an ethical guideline toward present behavior, striving to gain justice, health, and dignity for everyone (Tunstall, 102). Linked to this was King’s belief that whatever affects one person affects everyone. Tunstall finds King’s idea to have flaws in it, but “if we try our best to live up to the ideal of the Beloved Community, and we inspire other persons to do so, then we would amaze ourselves with how much we could change the world, or at least our little corner of it” (109). 
Go forth and do good in the world, inspired by the greatest person, who exemplified kindness and far-sightedness in his dealings with all persons. They will know we are Christians by our love. Share your gift of God’s love. Let it enrich the world. God loves you as you are, and for what you will become.

