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Sandhills Orchid Society
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
1601 Raeford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Our SEP
Speaker
cancelled by
IRMA

Next Meeting: OCT 10th 2017

September meeting was cancelled due to Hurricane IRMA
We are pleased to announce that our
Sandhills Orchid Society website has reached 10413
views. Please go to ww.sandhillsorchidsociety.com and
check us out!. We are posting the monthly newsletters;
there are links to our Facebook page, a listing of Orchid
suppliers, as well as photos of our monthly show table
winners. We continue archive past newsletters so you
can access information from previous speakers.
.

Window Sill Growers

AUG

ORCHID Board
1st Joe and Maureen Running
–DTPS Queen Beer
2nd Susan Makar
– L. Santa Barbera “Showtime”

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

3rd Susan Makar
– C. Chien Ya Champion Red
Apple

Greenhouse Growers

AUG

1st Reid and Karen Gantt
- PM NDC Singapore Redland Flame
2nd Van Ewert
- CNTHA Andrea Niessen

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place
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3rd Reid and Karen Gantt
- Phrag. Longifolium Dick Cements
Red
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Speaker’s Notes – Fred Clarke
and How to Grow Them

Catasetums

Catasetums were some of the first New World Orchids that early
explorer’s imported to Europe. They have only been in cultivation since
the late 1700s, but are so highly evolved that scientists believe they
have existed for over a hundred million years. They are native to three
continents, with a range that extends from Mexico south to Argentina.
Catasetums are so highly evolved that they are able to produce both
male and female flowers, as well as the sexually dimorphic flower,
often on the same plant. It is generally accepted that this prevents selfpollination which can produce inferior progeny. How cool is that????
Also, Catasetums are available in multiple shapes and sizes as well as
seemingly infinite colors.
All that being said, it is easy to see why Fred is so enthusiastic about Catasetums. Over the past twenty
years he has become one of the most prodigious breeders in the country. His efforts led to his
development of the first truly black orchid, his famous Fredclarkara. Since that historic breakthrough he
has continued to build on his early successes and each year introduces new hybrids to the hobby market.
Fortunately for us, several of this year’s releases were on the sales table for us to try.
Fred described Catasetums and their survival in their native habitats. He pointed out that they are often
found in open savannahs, growing on tree trunks. They prefer morning light with good air movement.
Unlike other orchids that thrive on minimal fertilizers, during their active growing season they require
copious amounts of nutrition. Fred pointed out that in their native habitats Catasetums receive their
nutrients from the detritus of the plants and animal droppings that surround them. As he pointed out, the
plants in situ are “filthy” because of the plant material that washes down into the sheaths and joints of the
plant. Palm trees seem to be one of their favorite hosts although there are some species that thrive in
truly arid conditions among cactus. They have been known to grow on telephone poles in full sun where
they are buffeted by constant wind. They have also been photographed thriving on cement building blocks
on house foundations. In nature they are often exposed to monsoon conditions while they are in active
growth. They also enjoy a dry winter dormancy during which they drop all of their foliage. Because
Catasetums have no tap root, their growth is horizontal into the potting medium. In nature, the roots find
their way into leaf litter, and the nutrient rich environment they find there. By the time the rainy season
comes, the plant is well established in its environment and able to withstand the drenching that comes
with heavy rains.
Describing specific cultural requirements, Fred pointed out that when growing Catasetums, their cultural
requirements are determined by the stage of their growth cycle. Following winter dormancy the plants
send up new growths early in the spring. This is a critical time for the plants as the grower’s instinct is to
begin watering as soon as the new growth emerges. Fred posts photos and directions each spring
cautioning growers not to water until the new growth has roots that extend at least four to six inches. As
the new growths, and roots, generally develop at the base of the mature pseudobulb, often above the
medium, you can observe the daily rapid progression of the roots. When the roots are well established,
and working their way into the medium, it is safe to begin watering. Watering too early will cause the new
growth to rot, leaving you with nothing but bare pseudobulbs.
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Speaker’s Notes – Fred Clarke Catasetums and How to Grow Them
(cont.)
Once watering has begun, Catasetums require copious amounts of water while in active growth. They
also require high doses of fertilizer. Fred indicated that he fertilizes with each watering at a low dose. For
a hobby grower, he recommended one half teaspoon per gallon. Some growers also top dress the plants
with a time release fertilizer so there is a constant supply of nutrients to the plants. A teaspoon of
Dynamite sprinkled around the base of the plant is more than adequate.
Late spring and early summer will produce the first of the flower spikes. Often the spikes emerge as the
new growth is still developing. Often it is difficult to tell if the new growth is a new pseudobulb or a flower
spike. The fun part is to watch the spike develop as it suddenly elongates and forms buds. Most species
(and hybrids) bloom during active growth. However, many will also set spikes well into the fall and even
winter months. Also, as Fred pointed out, the plants frequently send up second or spikes after the initial
flowering.
By early fall, when it becomes cooker and the days are shorter, watering should be gradually reduced.
The foliage will begin to yellow and dry off, your clue that the plants are entering dormancy. The foliage
dries slowly, often hanging on for two months or more before the last leaf falls off. When the foliage is all
gone, watering should be reduced to virtually nothing. Just remember that the plants are not dying but
simply becoming dormant – its part of the natural process. During the winter months mist occasionally,
just enough to prevent the pseudobulbs from shriveling. Then in early spring, the process begins all over
again…….
Fred recommends keeping the plants in an open, well drained medium. Although he sells his seedlings
potted in sphagnum moss, he grows his larger plants in a bark and perlite mixture. He repots and divides
older plants as the new growth is developing in the spring. Catasetums are easy to divide as the
pseudobulbs separate easily, each with its own root system. Divisions re-establish rapidly and quickly
send out new growths. Fred recommends using fine bark for divisions, pointing out that new growth will
rapidly send out new roots. Treat the like new roots on divisions just as though they are early spring
growth and resist heavy watering until the roots are well established and anchored in the medium.
Because the plants develop only one flush of roots per season (year) Fred recommends repotting early
before the new roots emerge. Repotting later in the season damages the roots and they will not
reproduce themselves. Repotting should occur every two years. When purchasing seedlings in the two
inch pots that Fred brought, Fred cautioned not to repot until next spring and move the plants up into four
inch pots at that time.

Pg 3.

The Sandhills Spike
SEP 17

Speaker’s Notes – Fred Clarke Catasetums
and How to Grow Them (cont.)
Also, growers panicked as foliage dried up, believing
that the plants were dying. Unfortunately, there
appears to be very little reference material available. I
know of only one book. It was published in 1999 by
Timber Press and therefore considered outdated. The
author is Arthur W. Holst and the book is called ‘The
World of Catasetums”. The book is probably no longer
readily available, but if you can find this book you, it’s
a good reference.
Catasetums are truly fun plants to grow. If you pay
attention to their seasonal requirements they are easy
to grow. Your reward will be spikes with bold, brilliant
colors and antiquing forms. What more could you ask
for??

Speaker List 2017:
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Our September Speaker is Steve Arthur ...
Steve is a scientist. He worked for the Medical College of
Georgia in Augusta and with the Department of Veteran’s
Affairs for thirteen years, doing research on animal tissue
culture. More recently he taught middle school science for
eight years in a private Catholic school, also in Augusta.
Somewhere along the line he also worked as a floral
designer. He currently lives, with his wife, in Graniteville, SC.
He has two grown daughters.
Steve began growing orchids thirty years ago. His greenhouse, in Graniteville,
covers 10,000 square feet of growing area. He grows a “mish-mash” of things, but
tends to focus on Cattleyas. He has been making crosses for years. He has a lab in
his green house and does contract work (aka sowing and harvesting seeds) for other
nurseries. Steve has also been closely affiliated with Carter & Holmes, serving as their
hybridizer when Gene Crocker returned. He hosts training seminars for would-be-hybridizers
who want to learn to make mericlones and other reproductive techniques. Two years ago he
initiated The Breezy Hill Orchid Festival on his property. The festival has grown in size and
scope and has been tremendously successful.
Once a month Steve drives five hours from Graniteville to Greensboro to attend judging –
and then he drives back again, the same day. If you visit Steve’s greenhouse you will enter
the greenhouse and walk into a large meeting room where his local Orchid Society meets,
and where he conducts classes on growing orchids. Steve will be bringing plants to sell. He
promises to have lots of “cute little things” that you won’t find elsewhere…. visit his website
at stevearthurorchids.com …and YES, Steve will be selling Plants!

 Refreshments for the SEP meeting is
a POTLUCK
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SOS Financial Highlights
Income from Raffle

$ 52. 00

AOS Webinars:

Upcoming Orchid Events:
Don’t miss the Breezy Hill Orchid Festival Sept. 29th – 30th, at Steve Arthur
Orchids, 23 Glasshouse Rd., Graniteville, SC. Open 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM daily.
There will be multiple vendors, plus food and easy parking available on the
premises. Event accommodations are available at Sleep Inn and Suites.
Mention the Festival and ask for the Family Rate. Steve has arranged for a
special rate during that weekend – only $60 a night! Call for reservations at
803-202-0209.
The Triangle Orchid Society will be hosting an Orchid Show, themed “Fall for
Orchids” at the Sarah Duke Gardens, Raleigh Nov. 10th – 12th. Vendors will
include Steve Arthur Orchids, The Orchid Gallery and Tsuchibuta Pottery. A
great venue!
The Paphiopedilum Guild is hosting the 2nd World Slipper Orchid Conference in
Hilo, Hawaii Jan 13th and 14th, 2019. Registration is $125 before Dec. 1st., up
to $175 after that. Speakers from England, Japan, Germany, Taiwan, and
Ecuador. Host hotel s the Grand Naniloa Hotel at 808-932-4531. In
conjunction with the Conference, Quintal Farms, Hilo Orchid Farm and Lehua
Orchids will be hosting A Slipper Hui (say “who-e”) – the Hawaiian word for an
informal group. Paphs and Phrags from some of the most notable breeders in
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Officers of the Sandhills Orchid Society
President
Curtis Richie
Vice President & Newsletter Editor
Joy Lemieux
Treasurer
Susan Makar
Secretary
Richard Webb
Past President & AOS Rep
Van Ewert
Member at Large Ursula Cables
Member at Large Jean Curtin
Member at Large Edie Liepins
Member at Large Jane Squires
Member at Large Ray Makar
Member at Large CeSea Lawson

Sandhills Orchid Society email address:

910 949 7233 crichie121@embarqmail.com

919 499 1947 joylemieux@windstream.net
910 867 0217 samakar1516@yahoo.com
910 308 0223 rwebb@nc.rr.com
(2015)
910 568 5915
910 425 7181
910 485 3072
910 484 9345
910 433 2885
910 867 0217
910 487-1733

wvewert@yahoo.com
UCables@msn.com
ljcurtin@hotmail.com
eliepins@nc.rr.com
jsquires4@nc.rr.com
asotmgr1@hotmail.com
midewiwin@live.com

(2016)
(2017)

(2018)
(2017)

orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
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Sandhills Orchid Society
Membership Form for 2017
Sandhills Orchid Society Membership Application (please return this with membership dues
payment)
The Sandhills Orchid Society is non-profit organization for the promotion and conservation of
orchids. The society meets in the assembly hall at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 1601 Raeford Road,
Fayetteville, NC. (There is no affiliation between the society and the church).
The society meets the Tuesday following the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. The
assembly hall usually opens at 6:30 for an informal half hour of socializing, light snacks and viewing of
the display plants. The formal portion of the meeting consists of society business followed by a guest
speaker, many of them from out of state or even from other countries. These qualified speakers frequently
bring plants for sale, providing us the opportunity to add unique, new orchids to our collections!
Yearly dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family.
We believe we have a good society, and we need you to help us make it better. Please join us!
Please bring your application and payment to any society meeting or mail it to our treasurer once
you have filled it out and send to… Susan Makar [Treasurer], Please come visit us on the web:
www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com
For further information, contact Curtis Richie, SOS President
email crichie121@embarqmail.com or email orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
***************************************************************

Name:
Spouse:
Address:
Phone (Day)
Email Address:

City: ___
(Evening)

State: ___ Zip: _____

How many orchids do you currently grow?
Do you grow in the following? (Circle)
Windowsill

Under "lights"

In a greenhouse

