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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ:

It's hard to believe that February is upon us already! Happy Valentine's Day! While
this is the month traditionally known for showing our love for one another, it is biblically
known as the month of grace. There are several verses in the bible about grace and humility.
One can be found in James 4:6, where he tells us that “God resists the proud, but gives grace
to the humble.” He frowns upon those who are arrogant, those who are boastful, those who
harbor evil thoughts toward their fellow man; however, He rewards those who are humble,
those who show kindness, who show merey to others no matter what their circumstances or
wherever they walk in life. Another can be found in Hebrews 4:16, where we read, “Let us
then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive merey and find
grace to help us in our time of need.” Our rewards are great when we live by His teachings.
Practicing our humility of heart assures us that God will bestow His grace generously upon
us. It isn't always easy but then, there isn't much in life that is easy with the promise of such
grand rewards. My mother always used to say, “There but for the grace of God, go I.” How
right she was! She was a very strong and wise woman who indeed lived a life of humility. No
matter what she was doing or where she was, she would leave everything at the drop of a hat,
for someone in need. She was a shining example of a good and respected Christian.

Through His Word, we know that we can experience an abundance of joy and grace in every
aspect of our lives. How blessed we are!

Blessings,
Sue Anderson

Love is patient, love is kind.

It does net envy, it does not boast,
it is nmot proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking,
it I=s not easily angared,

it keeps no record of wrongs,
1 Corinthians 13:4-5




FROM THE
CHURCH
MOUSE

Greetings Church Family! Happy Valentine's Pay! I just LOVE this
heliday, den't yeu? I leve checelates 'n flewers, gifts 'n surprises 'n
all the leve that seems te@ be in the air, The cute cakes and ceekiecs
that g0 o@ well with het checelate.yummy! (I like te put liitle
marshmallew ®hearts ®in my het checelate fer Valentine's Pauy) Is
that what yeu're having fer Ceffee Heur en February 13™7? I premise I
wen't shew up and scare everyene, Yeu humans are se funny, letting a
little guy like me scare yeou but 2 premise is 2 premise and I premise
te otay away, Besides, I den't want te get underfoet...litterally,
under,...feet..new THAT'S a scary theught! Anyway, my faverite part ef
Ceffee Heur is the clean-up, I de a pretiy goed job, den't I? (squeak,
squeal, hehehe) v

I wad wendering hew Valentine's day came abeut and feund this

interesting infermatien in the Oregenian, written by the Hemes &
Garden Staff,

It seems that the histery ef Valentine's Pay is rather unclear, The
Reman Cathelic Church recegnizes at least three martyred oaints named
Valentine er Valentinus. One legend says that Valentine was a Reman
priest in the third century Emperer Claudius II had decided that
oingle men made better seldiers se he eutlawed marriage fer all yeung,
oingle men. Net agreeing with this practice, Valentine centinued te
secretly perferm marriages. Once he was discevered, he was put te
death, v

Anether legend has it that a martyred Valentine might have sent



the first valentine gresting, In that versien, Valentine fell in leve
with 2 girl whe visited him while he was in prisen, Befere his death,
he sent her a letter signed “frem yeur Valentine,” and that expressien
is the ene that has been carried dewn threugheut the ages.

In 496, Pepe Gelasiud I declared February 14™ the day te pay
hemage te St, Valentine, v

By the Middle Ages, Valentine was enec ef the mest pepular saints in

Eurepe. Levers were exchanging hememade cards 25 early 2s the 15™ century,
copying verses frem beeks of valentine peems, e

Valentine custems: v

Buring the Middle Ages, yeung men and wemen drew names frem 2 bewl te
see whe their valentine weuld be, They weuld wear the name en their
dleeve for ene week, perhaps the erigin of the expressien “wearing yeur
heart en yeur sleeve.” v

In Wales, weeden leve speens were carved and given 2o gifts en

February 14", Hearts, keys and keyheles were coemmen metifs en the speens,
meaning “yeu unleck my heart.” v

v
Abs always yeur faithful church meuse,

Nick v
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Sunday Ceffee Heur

Please jein us fer Ceffee Heur in the church parler every Sunday after the
service, we'd leve yeur cempany! When yeu get i@ the back ef the
church..the narthex, turn right, ge threugh twe deers (they'll be epen) and
the parler iy en the left..threugh ene mere deer but that ene will alse be
epen, Yeu'll see ethers headed there, tee, I can't wait te see yeu there!

Alse, for anyene interested in hesting a Ceffee Heur there's always a sign-up
oheet en the table with the geedies en it. Sue Andersen makes the ceffee
and putd eut the plates, napkind and plasticware that we previde, All yeu
have te de i kring a2 smile and the geedies that yeu've signed up fer
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CFviendsbip & Connersation
We'd love to have you join us for Fellowship on Tuesdays at 10:00 am. There's always coffee, tea,
goodies and best of all, great company! We meet in the Church Parlor where it's comfortable and
cozy. You can help us plan our future meetings, foo. We love going on outings as long as the

weather is good. An easy craft is always nice, too. Come and join us!
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Please try to have any articles or notices
February 23 to get it into the March newsletter. You can bring them to the office,
email them to the church office at office@fcc-worcester.org , or call the office at 508-
752-4635. You can also contact me (Sue Anderson), by email at deegram@charter.net ,
call or text me at 774-253-0715. Thank you!

VYOVVVVVVVVVVVVY
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Eebruary

04 Richard Mason 23 Doug Perkins, 5r.
20 Scott Yonker 27 Connie MacInnes
21 Laura Waters

03 Nerman Anderson 18 Annabise McGraib
11 Susan Anderson 28 EWen Dabbsecke
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pastor (st ewr churchy w@m&gm}ﬂﬁmm Lord's guidance and, frust that
He will bless us with His choice. We appreciafe your confinued prayers

oand, suppor.



We would like to keep Hampton Bagdasarian in our prayers and he also requests
prayers for June Kemp,; Connie Maclnnes requests prayers for her niece Linda, Judy
Mitchell requests prayers for her granddaughter, Ellanora;, Donna Spaulding requests
prayers for the safety of her son, who is serving in the Marine Corp, Susan Anderson
requests prayers for her brother, Danny Waskevich and her friend, Roger Waite. The
Deacons request prayers for Ann Scherdell, Betty Dalbeck, Dr. Richard Hunter, Dolores

Trzcinski, Jeanne Fassett, Paul Scherdell, Melanie Anderson and Joyce & Armand
Thienel.

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according
to his will, he hears us.”

1 John 5:14: God always hears

If you have a prayer request or would like us to remove someone from our prayer list,
please let us know.

RESULTS of the SPECIAL MEETING of the CONGREGATION held on
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022
v
The first topic presented was a request by the Board of Trustees to authorize them to
enter into an agreement to lease the kitchen. The Board was approached by Jessica
Wayno who has a baking business and was looking to expand. She needed a well-

appointed commercial kitchen in order to do so. The congregation voted to proceed
with a formal arrangement.

The second topic of discussion was to authorize the Trustees to spend as much as
$12,000 on refurbishing the parsonage. The work is ongoing and is running smoothly.

Respectfully Submitted,

Greg Waters,
Clerk



| C‘fqr‘pet Fund

Our New carpeting fund is growing! Please continue to add whatever you can
spare to the Teddy Bear jar in the narthex. Your contributions are greatly
appreciated!
May God Richly bless you for your generosity!
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What de yeu call a very small valentine?

A valen-tiny e
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What kind ef flewers de yeu never give en Valentine's Day?

Cauliflewers! “®

VOVVVVVIIVIIIIIY
How can yeu tell when a squirrel is in leve?

He geed nutd!! “‘

Have a2 wenderful Valentine's Day!



i‘:" ':,’ = J‘“D
PR ?;é&alentine Blessing
@ l)‘ God bless you
s 2( on this special day, \]
v “‘,'/\é‘%?h GO‘d ke-ep you - (P
A *’(‘\\_, : in His care, :)'—
N And may His blessings =Y 1
and His Love’:?}f; e
go with you everywhere. %/:5‘* »j
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"I wonder if the snow loves the trees and fields that it kisses them so gently? Flnd then it covers

them up snug, you know, with a white quilt; and perhaps it says, 'So to sleep, darlings, till the
summer comes agasn. "

- Lewis Carroll
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Annual NMeeling
Our Annual Meeting will be held at 10:30 am during our church service on Sunday,

February 27, 2022. Please try your best to attend. If you are unable to be there in person,
maybe you'd like to attend the meeting by Zoom.

Gregory Waters is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church in Worcester
Time: Feb 27, 2022 10:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/;/89338280877?pwd=L1hsWkKSNNIAzUGxIVWtVSzVLZVIBQT09

Meeting ID: 893 3828 0877
Passcode: 921379

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,893382808774#,,,,%921379# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,893382808774#,,,,%921379# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 893 3828 0877
Passcode: 921379

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kApulKBaL

Blessings,
Church Council


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89338280877?pwd=L1hsWk5NNlAzUGxlVWtVSzVLZVlBQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kApulKBaL

Dates @ Remember in February
O1 10:00 am Fellowship

02 Al Day (yim @ﬂ
DAY |
(v

04 ALl Day - Werld Gancer ¢y Day —g
06 10:00 am Ghurch Service - Gemmunion Sunday w

13 10:00 am Ghurch Service
11:30 am Yrustees Meeting
11:30 am Deacons Meeting

14 Valentine's @ Pay

15 10:00 am Fellowship

20 10:00 am $©Ghurch Service

22 10:00 am Fellowship

27 10:00 am $©GAurch Service
10:30 am Annual Meeting
11:30 am Goeuncil Meeting
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A true friend is semeene whe thinks that yeu are a geed egg even
theugh he knews that yeu are slightly cracked. Bemard Meltzer
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