He sets His face to go to Jerusalem, He knows what’s in store from Him. What He must do - to be lifted up upon the cross. He “sets His face” nothing will stop Him. The face of our God who did not turn away from us in our sin, but instead turned toward us to be our Savior. 
   Who God is, always will be. Does not turn His back, does not forget His promises, who has set His face - in grace - toward you.
   Though to be honest, it seems, at times, as if His face is not toward us; that His back is turned toward you. Times when God seems a million miles away; as if your prayers go unheard, unanswered; things keep going wrong, things aren’t getting better; when the pain, heartache, confusion, struggles seem like they will never end.
   That’s how the prophet Elijah felt. Depression, despair. The wicked had grown mighty, hostile toward God and His messengers. The faithful in steep decline. 
  To doubt God’s goodness amid hostile world and the visual evidence. That God will not act now as He has in the past. That God will not act for you as He has for others. That you can’t be certain of the future; He’s not still working all things for your good and for His people.    
   Repent, for you and Elijah could not be more wrong.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus and His disciples are going thru Samaria. The people didn’t receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. Why? Samarians were the result of marriages between God’s people, Israelites, and nations they’d conquered. Israelites, Samaritans don’t get along well. Samarians didn’t care about worship of God in Jerusalem, they had other ideas how to worship, twisted God’s word to agree with their ideas. Tragically, how true is that today. It’s everywhere, even all over the Christian churches. Having God as god on your terms, according to your rules, your thoughts, your feelings.
   Who do these Samaritans think they are? John and James want to call down fire to destroy them. Fire from heaven. They picked up the idea from Elijah. King Ahaz sends an army to kill Elijah, they confront him, Elijah responds: If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you. And it does. He will call down fire a 2nd and 3rd time. This is what James and John are onto.  
  James and John have now spent 2 years with Jesus, there for all the great healings, demons cast out, countless miracles. They’d seen a resurrection miracle up-close, just been on the Mt. of Trans. This is the Christ we’re with. So when Samaritans, Israel’s traditional enemies give them grief, they figure: “Hey, we’re apostles of the Lord! We don’t have to take that. Elijah didn’t, neither should we! How about the fire from heaven?” Jesus rebukes them. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy lives but to save them. 
   I’ve been to the Bahamas a few times. I’ve had several brushes with death. The drivers there are bad, no to be fair, they’re the worse drivers in the history of the world. To compound that, out of habit, I kept looking the wrong way before I crossed the road. As a former British colony, they drive on the other side. I think we’re all like that, look the wrong way out of sinful habits or foolish whims. We look, set our face to things we shouldn’t. Like the list in the Epistle reading of those who will not inherit the Kingdom of God. Be honest, the list involves you. You’ve all heard it said all, “follow your heart.” That’s almost the worst advice in the history of the world. As wretched as the advice. “believe in yourself”. If there was ever something untrustworthy to follow, it’s you, it’s the human heart. My heart is foolish, filled with sin. It's a lazy guide, selfish with emotion, my self-serving truth, I want immediate pleasure without thinking of consequences, what-feels-good, what I want; This list there not just includes the damn, but you and me. Repent. Let the Holy Spirt work in you the fruits of His cross, set your face to the things of God.
   Our Lord says Follow Me. Follow me. Not your ideas, not your feelings, certainly not following things of the world. Follow Me. No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God. The point is clear: the kingdom of God, His kingdom given you in Word, Sacraments, the preaching of His Kingdom are more important than anything. The cost of discipleship may cost you: your family, friends, worldly comfort and success. Christ makes demands of you. A commitment that encompasses every part of your life. He doesn’t promise it will be easy, you’ll get everything you want, but things far greater of His kingdom.
  You haven’t done enough by be counted among His disciples, fallen way short, not worthy to be His disciple. You are not a disciple because you’ve worked at it. You’re His disciple because He made you one. For what He has done, He declares you His perfect disciple.                 
   For ultimately, the cost of discipleship is not what you pay or do. It’s what Christ has paid for you. Instead of sending fire upon us as we deserve, the Father sent His Son. That on the cross the fire from heaven that James and John wanted to see, the consuming fire of the Father's wrath fell only upon Him, so that you will live on in unending comfort and majesty forever.  
   What God has done in the past, He will do now and in the future. For in setting His face toward Jerusalem, He has set His face toward you. In this place, you are so blessed to be here, where His face is always, ever set toward you to pour out the treasures of His kingdom. 
