BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
26418 Mountain Highway E, Spanaway, WA
“We are a family of believers, gathered in Christ, called to be disciples,
nourished in the Word and sent to serve.”
Welcome to Worship at Bethany! During this time of Covid-19, for your safety
and the safety of others, we ask that you sign in with the host when you enter, and
everyone must wear a mask over nose, mouth, and chin and follow the floor
signs to practice social distancing.
Bulletins are available on the table in the narthex, as well as personal communion
chalices containing either wine or grape juice. If you would like to make an offering,
please leave it in the offering plate at the end of the table in the narthex.
The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery. This section of the
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another
adult’s) supervision.

~Today, Nov. 21, 2021~
Christ the King Sunday
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for
a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One
(Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion
in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an
earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and
those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day
he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.
The Order of Service – The bulletin is all-inclusive. The readings and hymns are
included in the order they occur in the service.
Cover Image: Mosaic of Jesus Christ the Pantokrator by John Bentley. Westminster Cathedral,
London, England. Photo © iStock/sedmak. Used by permission.
Liturgical text, music and visuals reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS103348

Next week’s readings: First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; Second
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36
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WELCOME
Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
We join in singing our gathering hymn.
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GATHERING HYMN: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and
sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power
of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Be seated.
FIRST READING
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the
oppression they were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall
end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to account and will give
dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
9As

I watched,
thrones were set in place,
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and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
10A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
13As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
14To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
Word of God; word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Psalm 93
1The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty
and armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.
2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.
3The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
4Mightier than the sound of many waters,
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mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.
5Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.
SECOND READING
Revelation 1:4b-8
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of
time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over
the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await.
4bGrace

to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was
and who is to come, the Almighty.
Word of God; word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING
John 18:33-37
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of
exercising power: through force or with love.
The holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
33Pilate

entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or
did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you
done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For
this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Be seated.
SERMON
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Please stand

HYMN OF THE DAY: Rejoice, for Christ Is King!
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated.
THE PRAYERS
Each petition ends, “Hear us, O God.” You are invited to respond, “Your mercy is
great.”
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of our risen Lord be with you always.
And also with you. (The congregation greets one another.)
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY HYMN (see next page)
OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the
offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
11

OFFERTORY HYMN: Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Together as the body of Christ,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Son,
the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for others,
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.
We await his coming,
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,
all our sins and sorrows will be no more.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,
whose breath revives us for life,
whose fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Holy and benevolent God,
receive our praise and petitions,
as Jesus received the cry of the needy,
and fill us with your blessing,
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love,
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb:
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION (Follow the pastor’s instructions for taking communion from your
seat with your personal chalice.)
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN: Beautiful Savior
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Please stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN (see next page)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

17

SENDING HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign
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Nov. 21, 2021
Christ the King Sunday
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