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“The members of the UU Meeting House hold sacred each individual’s
spiritual and ethical development. We welcome all and seek unity in diversity.
We commit ourselves in service to the wellbeing of the congregation and to all of
life.”~Mission Statement of the Unitarian Universalist Meeting House of Provincetown
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hope sits not only upon the horizon of our limited vision,
hope abounds from here to eternity;
hope is a sea of grace.

words and photo: Marty Cowden

Hope

is putting your hook in the water

Subjunctive Mood

“Mood employed to denote an action or state as
conceived and not as a fact”
for example:

such and such SHOULD be this way
So and So MAY be that way

May

is a hoping word.

I may catch a fish when I put my hook in the water.
(I definitely will not, if I don’t.)

Politics may return to sanity if I personally do something about
respect in social discourse. (Can’t hurt.)

This month of May may turn out to be fruitful and joyful if I
create and if I smile. (Won’t if I don’t.)

I may actually understand the Subjunctive Mood now and my

seventh grade teacher may be cheering somewhere in Heaven. (I
hope so.)
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May

May 5 “Pieces of Peace”
Karen Pagano
Karen offers children, teens and adults ways to discover their inner
strength and talents to become the best versions of themselves in the
world. She has taught elementary special education, peace and character education, swimming, and psychology. This morning Karen will
tell us about the annual Piece of Peace Parade and ask ““How do kids
learn that everyone can do their piece to build a more peaceful world?”
May 12 “Radical Hope”
Rev. Fred Small

Any sermon on climate change, its frightening consequences, and
our inadequate response to date is necessarily a meditation on hope.
UU pastor, singer-songwriter, and former environmental lawyer Fred
Small is Minister for Climate Justice at Arlington Street Church, Boston. Cited by Bill McKibben as “one of the key figures in the religious

“Hope is both the
earliest and the most
indepensable virtue
inherent in the sate
of being alive. If life
is to be sustained

environmental surge,” Fred left parish ministry in 2015 to devote his
energies to climate justice. As well as leading today’s service he is a
panelist at the environmental gathering being held here at the UU on
Saturday, May 11.

May 19 “A Cricket in the Dharma Hall”
Rev. Bill Clark

Rev. Bill returns to our pulpit in the final Sundays of Rev. Kate’s
sabbatical. A cricket in the dharma hall is a sermon on distractions.
What is it that takes your attention away from your spiritual center?
How do we survive in a culture bombarded by distractions?
May 26 “Let’s Go Fly a Kite”
Rev. Bill Clark
Rev. Bill’s final sermon will explore the similarities between people and kites.
What a great thing to do on Memorial Day weekend; flying a kite.

hope must remain,
even where
confidence is
wounded, trust
impaired.”
Erik H. Erikson

A note: Sabbatical Committee
A note: Sabbatical Committee
A note: Sabbatical Committee
The first thing that I want to say is, “Thank you!” Thank you to each and every memMission Statement
The Ad Hoc Sabbatical Committee serves
the Meeting House congregation, staff and
committee chairs by providing oversight,
direction, advice and support during the
three months of the 2019 Sabbatical period.
During the Sabbatical period the Ad Hoc
Committee will work to ensure continuity of
the mission and work of the Meeting House

in lieu of the minister, ever mindful of
protecting Reverend Kate’s sabbatical.

Sabbatical Committee members: Bruce de
Ste. Croix, Jane Lea, Lorraine Kujawa,
Ellen Anthony.

ber of this congregation of the Meeting House for all of the small and large things you
have done and are doing to keep us running smoothly during this Sabbatical period.
We are more than halfway through the Sabbatical and, it is astonishing to see everyone
checking in and reaching out to make our Meeting House a welcoming and loving
spiritual home. Whether, when attending Sunday Service,. you go up to visitors at
coffee hour and ask them about their story and what brought them here, or simply stop
by the office and ask April if she needs help, we are all pulling together to fulfill our
aspiration. We are together, as a real spiritual community, living what we say every
week. We are not just; “Talking the talk” we are “Walking the walk.” And it is
a beautiful thing to see our words Love is the spirit of this Meeting House, This is our
great covenant, To dwell together in peace, To seek the truth in love, And to help one
another being alive in action. And each of us is doing it with a grace laced with friendship and a sense of humor. We have grown into a true community of strong relationships. The choir with Mary and Brenda continues to awaken our hearts. The video
team continues to get our Sunday sermons out to our larger community. The newsletter
Kathleen produces lets us learn more about ourselves and each other. And Michael’s

weekly updates on, “What is happening at the Meeting House” allows us to stay involved. April and Douka have kept the
daily functioning of our organizational operations running smoothly. I could go on and on, but then I would have to list
each of you by name. Quite seriously, this Sabbatical would not be such an exciting example of how strong and well we
have grown without every member being the wonderful part of our spiritual community that she or he is.
Let’s keep up our hard work as it improves each of us and our different spiritual practices. We have just one month to go.
So, I would like to end my note to this congregation that I love dearly and have the honor of serving, with my sincerest,
“Thank you!”
With love and peace, Bruce de Ste. Croix

Helping Hands. . .
Another UUMH great idea! Do you
need a ride? have a pet who needs a
walk? need some medication picked
up? Helping Hands has been at work
since 2016 assisting the UUMH
community. Every month a different
volunteer is in charge of matching
your need up with someone who
has volunteered to help. These volunteers are creative and resourceful
people---don’t hesitate!
Dianne Kopser is the facilitator:

508-237-1321

Announcements
Announcements
Announcements
May 11, the Saturday of Mother's Day weeknd at 5 PM
TALENT / NO TALENT SHOW!!

Sing a song alone, or with friends; write a poem or prose; gather with friends to
create a skit. Let Char know to save a spot

on the roster of performers. Food and Beverages, too!

(chartone1@aol.com or P.O.Box 1692, Provincetown

or

508.487.4193).

UU Walking Club…March 29, 2019, Bennett Pond Walk. What a sweet time we had surrounded by the gentle nature of both people and place.
Join us next time! NEXT UU WALKING CLUB WALK: CLAPPS POND, PROVINCETOWN, FRIDAY, MAY 3, 10 AM.
We’ll walk it clockwise starting at entrance on route 6 closest to Herring Cove Beach. Nice hard sand and pine needle trail. About a 3-mile loop. Some hills, beautiful views of the ponds.

Racial Justice Provincetown
Racial Justice Provincetown
Racial Justice Provincetown
JOIN the CONVERSATION!

Native American Prayer
Let us think of Mother Earth, her rich bounty that will result from Springtime, the golden corn
and the seeds of harvest, all grown strong from Mother Earth, the spring rains and the energy of
Father Sky It is time to consider healing: healing of ourselves, healing of a loved one, healing of
adversaries for peace among Nations, and the healing of the harm done to Mother Earth. (Collection of Earth Prayers' from around the World edited by: Elizabeth Roberts and Elias Amidon)

Over four and a half years ago, Racial Justice Provincetown, a diverse community group, joined
with the Town of Provincetown to begin planning for Year 2020: The 400th Year Anniversary of
Pilgrim's Landing in Provincetown and The Commemoration of The Wampanoag Tribal Nation,
also known as: PEOPLE OF THE FIRST LIGHT. This Tribal Nation
extended the hand of friendship to the European colonists who landed on these shores in 1620,
helping settlers to survive starvation during their first winters on Tribal land, that is, land on Cape
Cod which the present day Nation has inhabited in Massachusetts and Eastern Rhode Island for
more than 12,000 years!
As Provincetown plans materialize for this historic commemoration, Racial Justice Provincetown
has established a strong relationship with Cape Cod's Mashpee and Martha's Vineyard’s Aquinnah Wampanoag Nation and leaders. We agreed: this is
an historic opportunity to acknowledge and honor Wampanoag Tribal history, the contributions
and sacrifices Tribal Nation has made as a federally recognized tribe in Massachusetts. Finalizing
our conversations, Racial Justice Provincetown committed to three projects that would establish

Provincetown's awareness for stronger and better relationships with our neighbors,
the Wampanoag Tribal Nation.
Racial Justice Community projects include:
A. Support Changing the Massachusetts State flag / State seal: Provincetown
Annual Town meeting, April 2nd
~ Select Board and Provincetown community unanimously approved the Racial Justice Article: To support changing the Massachusetts State Flag/State Seal which have imagery that display genocide and oppression. Multiple Massachusetts communities have endorsed a similar bill
which is currently before the Massachusetts House and Senate.
B. Community educational forums with Wampanoag Tribal Leaders: ''Colonization of Nation” WEDNESDAY MAY 15th.@ 5pm -730pm / UU MeetingHouse: Wampanoag
Tribe Historian Linda Coombs, from the Aquinnah Wampanoag tribe on Martha's Vineyard,
Cape Cod, will present her program on COLONIZATION. We will discuss what COLONIZATION is and how it has manifested with Wampanoag and other tribal people of Southern New
England, and the impact these methods have had on our communities. The goal is to create an
awareness of the actual history of this area, and how it relates to the
American generally.
C. Community educational film series: Look for announcements about these on-going film presentations.
~ STAND for JUSTICE and PEACE VIGIL: 3rd. Annual Mother's Day Remembrance: Sunday MAY 12th.@12:15pm
We will leave from the MeetingHouse after service and walk silently to Town Hall displaying T-shirts / posters honoring students
who were lost through school shootings, and remembering their families.

From: Pastor Brenda Haywood
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Outer Cape
Chorale
presents
a SPECIAL
lecture by Wellfleet
author Marc Strauss

“MUSICALS MEET OPERA!”
:
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e
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Free!
Open to the
public.
Marc Strauss’
book available
for purchase.

in conjunction with the Chorale’s May concerts
Marc Strauss, Ph.D., is Professor Emeritus of Theatre and Dance from the
Holland College of Arts & Media at Southeast Missouri State University
(1995 – 2014). While at university, he taught all levels of studio ballet, jazz,
and ballroom as well as theory classes in the history of the musical, dance
history and appreciation, dance in world cultures, the creative process, and
the aesthetics of movement. Dr. Strauss has studied, performed, taught, and
choreographed in a variety of dance styles at the regional, national and international level since the early 1980s. Specialized interests include Broadway
and Hollywood musicals, dance criticism, dance on film, aesthetics, George
Balanchine, Astaire and Rogers, and Alfred Hitchcock.
Dr. Strauss is the lead author (with Myron Howard Nadel) on the university
texts Looking at Contemporary Dance: A Guide for the Internet Age (2012;
Princeton Book Company) and co-editor and co-author of the third edition
of The Dance Experience: Insights into History, Culture and Creativity
(2014; Princeton Book Company), also with Mr. Nadel. He is sole author of
Alfred Hitchcock’s Silent Films (2004; McFarland & Company) and Hitchcock’s Objects as Subjects: The Significance of Things on Screen (2016;
McFarland & Company). His new book, Discovering Musicals: A Liberal
Arts Guide to Stage and Screen, is due out in spring 2019.

Love is the Spirit of this Meeting House

Among Ourselves
Among Among Ourselves Ourselves
Among Ourselves
• We send Kalden Wangmo our love and support after the
death of her mom.
• Jon Arterton, with the good nursing care of his husband,
James Mack, has recovered from Double hernia surgery.
• Hey, Peter Gallagher and Kitty Cotter! You are missed!
• Pastor Brenda Haywood, you are nothing short of a
warrior. We, here at the UUMH, have your back. Thank
you for being who you are! And congratulations on your
unanimous vote at Town Meeting, supporting the change
in the MA state flag and seal.
• Great to see our old friend, Deb Mangelus among us
once again. Thank you, Moses Kafka, for bringing her!
• We are holding Linda Loren-Murphy in our hearts. She
has a new knee, as of March 25! Call on us, Linda and
Barbara!
• This has been the season for some nasty falls. Jimmy
Rann and David Mills, we send you love.
• Great to see Kurt Reynolds’ lovely smile!

• Congratulations to all our members and friends who had
work accepted in the PAAM show!
• It has been a long stretch of down time for people with
Cape Cod colds. We send healthy thoughts to Anne
MacAdam and Dianne Kopser, who both had quite a
time of it!
• Congratulations Susumu Kishihara on the publication of
your book, Naturally Provincetown. What a great honor to
know and love such a talent.
• Welcome home, Karen Pagano.
• Holding Lucinda Garthwaite on our hearts.
• Good luck May 17, 18, 19th to all our members who sing in the Outer Cape Chorale!
• Wishing smooth sailing for our own, Rev. Bill Clark, who
has encountered some challenges with his Martha’s
Vineyard congregation. May it be a growing experience
for all.

“You may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one”
Lennon

from the Board
from the Board

This month in the Board of Directors newsletter
blurb, I thought I would let you know about our
Safety Committee (SC).

unique building and get some ideas as to how to

We are a committee of seven people: Bruce

make the building safer. It is our hope to do the

DeSteCroix, Jen Shannon, Susan Downey,

same with as many officers as possible. The PPD

Loretta Butehorn, Frank Bellistri,

has been genuinely receptive to our needs.

Kalden, Jane Lea, and, of course, Rev. Kate.

In addition, there has been a Meeting House-wide

The purpose of this committee has always been

effort, which includes some of the following:

to make the Meeting House as safe

• The Safety Committee and the staff have all had

a place as possible.

training in the use of Narcan and we have a supply

It is unfortunate that our world has created a

available.

need for the Safety Committee, but it is the

• We installed a peephole in the front door and

reality that we all live with. The SC monitors

glass in three of the downstairs rooms.

for disruption during and around the Sunday

• We now have video cameras to detect any

service. You will notice that at least one of us is

intruders.

seated in the back pew every Sunday. This is a

• The choir loft is now locked during services.

great vantage point from which to observe what’s
happening in the congregation. This person, as
well as all members of the SC, and the Worship
Host, has the direct telephone line to the Prov-

incetown Police Department programmed into
their phone. We also coordinate with the person
at the Welcoming Table to let them know we
are there for them.
We have toured the building with a couple of
members of the Provincetown Police Department in order to familiarize them with our

• We had a well attended CPR and defibrillator
training and there is a defibrillator and First Aid kit
readily available in AB Hall.
The Safety Committee continues to evolve around
our needs as a Meeting House and the realities of
today’s world.
Jane Lea
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Song of the Builders

On a summer morning
I sat down
on a hillside
to think about God The theme of Oliver’s poem, “Song of the Builders,” echoes the theme which blooms unbidden in this
newsletter.

a worthy pastime.

• Bruce thanks us for each doing our bit for the UUMH during the sabbatical.

Near me, I saw

• Jane Lea talks about members learning CPR, some who have learned to use the defib machine and

a single cricket;

dispense Narcan, and how several of us have specifically taken on the safety of the congregation in

it was moving the grains of the hillside

profoundly practical ways.
• Wave sends in his message about the afternoon at the UUMH on climate change--inspiring us to

this way and that way.

action.

How great was its energy,

• Pastor Brenda, an exemplar of this of which we speak, exhorts us to Join the Conversation! She lists

how humble its effort.

the many, many, many ways the Racial Justice Provincetown group gives action to hope.

Let us hope

• John Thomas and the Outer Cape Chorale, in the midst of all the world has to distract us and disappoint us and disillusion us, persist in creating beauty and harmony.
Beauty is, in itself, an action for good.

it will always be like this,

• Char reminds us of the Talent/No Talent Show and we smile just hearing about it.

each of us going on

• Marty takes a fabulous photo of the fabulous Walking Club and their smiles burst from the page and,

in our inexplicable ways

actually, give us hope.

building the universe.

• Dianne Kopser holds the Helping Hands network in her caring hands.
Just like the single cricket Oliver writes about, we each and together go about our building.
Nothing more fundamentally hope-filled than that.

Your Editor

Check out the UUMH
website for a WEEKLY
announcement of events!
www.uumh.org

Mary Oliver from Why I Wake Early (2004)

Oil by Jim E Rann
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Submissions are welcomed
and encouraged!
Please submit written work,
announcements,
and artwork,
by the 20th
of the month
to
meetinghousenews@gmail.com

