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God's Perspective on Suffering
By D.G.

In times pas!, God caused people to be kept subject to His Law so they would learn the more excellent way of faith. For it
was through the law that they would saa God's holy standard and theraby realize their own ulter helplessness. Than thay
would gladly learn His way of faith, [Galatians 3:23) God still causes us o be “locked up until faith” is leamed, Our own
nature, circumstances, trials and disappoiniments all serve 1o keep us submissive and “locked up” until wa sees that the
only way oul is His way of faith,

Moses attempted the deliverance of his people by using self-effort, his personal influence, and even viclence, S0 God
Tocked him up” for 40 vears in the wildermess, before he was prepared for his work.

Paul and Silas were called of God to preach the Gospel in Europe. In Phillipd they were severely flogged, they were
thrown inio prison and the jailer ... fastened their feet in the stocks. (Acts 16:23-24) They were Tlocked up” to faith, They
trusted God and sang praises o Him in their darkest hour and God brought deliverance and salvation.

The Apostle John was also “locked up” to faith whan he was banished 1o the 1sle of Patmos. If he had never baan sant
there, he would have never saen such gloricus visions of God.

Jonah, after reballing against God, when asked to preach in Nineveh, became “locked up” in the bally of a big fish for
three days. God had to gat Jonah right in order o get other paople right. And through Jonah there was a stunning ravival
where thousands of lives were saved.

Every persan has a destiny from God and sometimes God has fo “lock us up” for a spell, so that our character will support
that destiny. When we find ourselves in this position, know that it's an opportunity for growth and introspection. We then
need lo kook at whal brought us to this position. What did we contribute to being in these circumstancesT Are we still trying
to blame someone else for our plight? A lot of imes iU's our reaction to life that puts us in the pits we find ourselves in.
Sometimes its pride or arrogance that needs to be dealt with in order for us o move into our desting. We need to take a
good ook at whal God is trying to say to us through the crucible of suffering, remembering that what we lose through dis-
chedience we can gain back through repentance.

We have to look at God's perspective on everything. For instance, "What is the purpose of this pit | find myself in?” The
purposa of every pit is te get us to cry out to God! | don’t know about you but in times past | would find myself getting out
of a little pit and then say to God, "Okay God, never mind | didn't need You after all.” But then the big pit comes and then
the story changes to, "Okay God, | guess | need You after all.” (Jonah 2:2) There is always something in every pit that will
change your life. The purpose of every pit is to bring us back to the Father.

Remember that “saved by grace™ doesn'l mean you will never have any storms, trials or problems, bul when we walk with
God and obey His commands He will take us through the storms. With God is a steal umbrella, one that keeps the hail
storms from hitting us. Even though our ives ane scarred with mistakes we must refuse o rummage through tha rash of
our failures. We must admit them, comect them and press on. So, being tested by God reminds us that our function and
task is to b about His business. That's why He made us in the first place.

We all have found ourselves in some terrible trouble. We all have experienced some distressing disappoaintments, sorrow
inexpressible and devastating loses, We remain in a difficult situation even as | write these very things, But CHEER-UP!
We have been “locked up to faith®, We have to accept our troubles in the proper way and commit them to God. Praise
Him, that in all things God works for the good of all those that love Him (Romans 8:28) and that He acts on behalf of
those that wait for Him. (fsaiah 64:4) God will send you blessings and help, and will reveal truth that you otherwise would
never have come your way. Many others will receive great insights and blessings because you were “locked up” to leam
the way of faith.

“Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.” (Psalm 4:1) In my opinion, this verse is ona of the greatest testimo-
nies ever writlen regarding the effectiveness of God's work on our behalf during times of crisis. It is a statement of thanks-
giving for having been set free not from suffering but rather through suffering. In stating, “Thou hast enlarged me when |
was In distrass" tha psalmist is daclaring that the sorrows of life have themsalves been the source of life's enlargemant.

Haven't each of us experienced this a thousand times and every time found it to be true? Someone once said of Joseph
that when he was in the dungeon, “iron entered his soul’. The strength of iron is exactly what he needed, for earlier in his
life he had experenced the glitter of gold being dad's (Jacob) favorite.

We all need the iron in life to enlarge our character. The gold is simply a passing vision wheneas the iron is the true experi=
ence of life. The chain thal is the common bond uniting us to others must be one of iron.Joseph's dungeon was the very
road to his throne, if Joseph had never been Egypt's prisoner he would have never baan Egypl’s govemor. Tha iron chain
that bound his feet brought about the golden chain around his neck.
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Your Iife and characier will be enlarged in propodion (o the amaunt of irgn you have endured, far it is in the shadows of
wour life that you will find the actual fulfillment of your dreams of glory. So, do not complain about the shadows of darkness
= in reality, they are better than your dreams could ever be. Do not say that the darkness of prison has shackled you, for
your shackles are wings — wings of flight into the heart and soul of humanity. The gate of your prison is the gate into the
heart of the universe, the hearls of men and women who have suffered just ke you have and how through your darkest
hours God has enlarged you through the suffering of somrow’s chain.

oy Sign Post Ministry #88
ﬁ By K.G.
“I beseech you therefore - s brethren, by the mercies of God that you present your body a living sacrifice,

holy and acceptable

Without the presence of
power to create new lives
if | can explain this in a

unto God.” (Romans 12:1) Read Romans 12:1-21

=0d inour lives all the knowledge in the word and it's still just knowledge. The
from broken lves lies in the Source of all power, the Heavenly Fathar! Let me sae

: simpler form.

Maost everyong has somewhat of an understanding of how a flashlight works, right? It has a battery which is the power
source, It has an on and off switch, there is a light bulb, a lzns that focuses the light and a steeal or plastic housing that
holds it all together. Mest pecple know how (o take the flashlight apart put it together and have an understanding how it
works, Mow I'm going to ask God to give you His understanding to a truth that | believe will forever change the way you
come to Him.

Imagine you are in a large church where there are about 7.000 people in attendance. All of a sudden the lights go out. Its
pitch black and nobody can see anyvihing, These 7,000 peopla know all the components that make up a flashight and how
it works. All of that knowledge and not one of them can bring light to the inside of the church! Why? Because no one has a
flashlight!

The church is full of the knowledge of God's Ward and they have an understanding of how the true church should work. |
believe that most of the time it {church) has the same problem the 7,000 people had sitting in the dark without a flashlight,
the presence of the Holy God (flashlight) is not thera, | believe that God is missing from 56 many churches, the church He
wants o establish right here on earth. Millions of men, women and children attend thousands of churches across this
world every week and the sad part about that is they leave the very same way they entered! It is IMPOSSIELE to come in
to the presence of the Holy God and not be changed forever! The Bible tells us that God does not change.

Take a look over in Dewteronomy 23:72-14. In verse 13 (KJV) God is saying o the host of His army's, “Amnd thou shalt
have a paddle upon thy weapon,; and it shailt be, that when thy wilt ease thyself abroad, thou shalt dig therewith,
and shalt turn back and cover that wihich cameth from theea. ” You may ask, “What in the world does all that mean?”
Let’s look at the same verse in the Amplified Version before we move on 1o the answer why this was not to happen. “And
you shall have a paddie or shovel among your weapons, and when you sit down outside (to relieve yourself), you
shall dig a hole with it and turn back and cover up what has come from you.” God was telling them there was even
a certain way to go to the bathroom in order for Him to come into thair prasance. And this is the why. “For the Lord your
God walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to give up your enemies before you. Therefore shall your
camp be holy, that He may see nothing indecent amang you and furn away from you.” (Dewteronomy 23:14)
Therefore, our camp needs to be holy that God see no unclean thing in us and walk away, God didn’t call us to be anly
knowledgeabls and in fact He told Adam and Eve not to eat from the free of the knowledge of good and evil. God has
called His sons and daughters, us, to holingss so that He can walk around in our camp and live in us,

God wanis us 1o have His presance (the flashlight). The presence of God is much batter than just the knowladge of God,
The knowledge of God cannot cast out sickness or disease nor can it give LIFE! Knowledge is good for the fact that it
points us to the presence of the One that can do ALL things, God the Father, the Giver of ALL good gifts! The presence of
God can abundantly do all that is needed to heal, protect and enhance yvour life for good!

Knowing how a flashlight works can never produce light. But having God in you can produce whatever is needed to glorify
the Lave of your life if we would just ask God to help us bury our “crap”™ Then God can come into our camp and deliver
every enemy into our hands. So let me ask you, “Is your life full of knowledge or is your life holy, full of God? Do yvou have
the source of all good things living in you?

Let me close with this. In Hebrews 72:14 we read, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord."” Jesus tells us in Marthew 5:8, “Tailassves) some (e s i Gy o @y sl e ol Just
knowing these scriptures can never give us a pure heart or a holy walk just like the 7,000 paople couldn’t light up the dark
church without a flashlight. The Holy Ghost is given o the church to create a new pure heart and holy walk (Acts 719:2).

Have yvou received the Holy Ghost since you've believed? Ask for the Holy Ghost and tum on your flashlight!
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Ton t worry abowt annthing instead pran about cocrnthing Cell Hod what now necd and thank S3im for
all §3 fias done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Praper Requests
Wade and | have agreed that all of you are our greatest
prayer warriors so we are asking you to pray for Wade. He
was diagnosed with prostate cancer and already had his
prostate removed and now he will undergo radiation treat-
ment beginning in May or June. In Matthew 18:19, it says,
"Again, truly | tell you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my
Father in heaven.” | am asking that you all come into agree-
ment with Wade and | that he has a speedy recovery from
radiation treatment. We know that God's Word says he has
been healed, it has already been done and that Jesus died
on the Crass and took all of our sicknesses and diseases on
Himself, 50 we know by Faith that
he is healed ... Michelle Anderson

Please keep my cousin's daughter, Haley, in your prayers as
she is approaching her 3rd mission field in Micaragua, She
received this calling at a young age and is walking in obedi-
ence, Haley is comfortable and blessed as she presses in and
follows God's lead, Please pray for her safety and that she
continues o wouch the lives of the children she ministers 1o
with God's love because the greatest of these is love, “And
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” -
Romans 10:15 ... Wade Anderson

| have been praying a lot about my broken relationship with
my mother and will continue to do so until my mother’s
heart softens. | can say | do see a major change in myself. |
pray for my enemies and those who hurt me. | don't feed
inba the drama around mea. My heart used to be so cold, now
it ism't, God has worked to soften my own heart! Some of my
favorite verses are, Philippians 4:13, I can do all things
h Christ who strengthens me.” Also, Romans
8:38-39, “For | am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, ner anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God that Is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” Those are my two
favarites! | have a praver request also, will you pray that God
watches over my mother and m}rtm hildren? Also, 1o bless
] : ray fo rm}rgrandparents

brother, Tony, and his son,
stable place to live. They
oF vy bow's, Jesus, Jaires, and

g for all the inmates in the world,
ir the ones who haven't received
AN Inw Chrlst is Faithiul, we nead

Praise Ieports
It's & busy time of the year for me, getting two bands ready
for our Christmas concerts with around 70 songs between
the two bands. | praise God for the musical talents and the
awesome oppoertunities He has granted me to enjoy the
music ... C.L.

I've gotten moved to another yard ... God has done
amagzing things since my arival here, Within four days of
maving in, He brought on a chain of events that still hawe
me baffled. | am now preaching from the pulpit every 3rd

Sunday and I'm singing for the praise and worship band. If
vou would have told me that this is what I'd be doing in this
forum, even one short year ago, | would have said, "You've
got the wrong guy” I'm not a singer or a preacher, but that's
exactly what God has me doing, and | still am amazed at
how it all took place, and there is little doubt as to Who's
Hand opened those doors that ne man could shut, espe-
cially considering my innate fear of public speaking, much
less singing ... DLG.

I want to thank vou for putting my prayer reguest in the
newsletter. | feel confident knowing my brothers and sisters
have my back. In the Movember issue there was an article
titled | Am a Soldierin the Army of My God” by W.R, it was
exactly what | neaded! Praise God!l I'm not someone who
needs to be coddled; 1 am a warrion amen!! 've got this with
God all things are possible ... TM

Ky dad, Joe, is doing real good, thank you for your prayers.
He is back to working a litthe, his new motto is ... busy living,
not busy dying . J.W.

My mam is still fighting the good fight of faith ... thank you
Lord .. and | shall see her again as a free man ... 1.5.

I received your Christmas card, thank yvou. It really means a
lat to me. When | read what you wrote in the card, | smiled
and thanked God because He just answered ancther one of
my prayers, Since December 23, 2013, I've been really into
iy Bible and putting Him first above all. | never knew what
people meant when they'd say, “God’s been speaking to me.”
But as | was doing my Emmaus Bible studies I'd come across
cartain werses that would answer some questions concern-
ing faith, enemies, assurance, and salvation. | would get a
certain feeling inside of my chest and think, "What a coinci-
dence” Mo, it was not a coincidencel What | felt was Him, the
Holy Spirit. Well, | made a praver list for laborers to be sent
into His harvest. And there is where He answered my prayer
because He allowed you to come into my life personally by
corresponding. Amen!! God is 50 beautiful and amazing. You
are truly a blessing in my life ... R.T.

I"ve been reunited with my dad alter 40 years and with that
came a lot of aunts, uncles, two brothers, one sister, and
several nieces and nephews.
God has been good tome ... RF.

X, Arnzona 85080



Srom the “Snside

Saved ... How Do You Know?
By J.C.

This is a message that the Lord has given me. | did draw from study notes from the Lindsell Study Bible.
Here are ihe study notes from the Lindsell Study Bible:

And even trusting is not of yourselves or “Salvation is not of voursalves.” It is secured in trusting by faith alone. This
excludes any and all works of righteousness. True faith has in it three elements: 1) Knowledge - for no one IS saved
without knowing something. (Romans 10:77) 2) Mental consant to the knowledge = one is convincad in his mind that the
Gospal is true. Mark 1:24 i= where demons acknowledge that Jasus is God but they shll ane not saved bacause the third
element is missing. 3) A volitional act of personal appropriation or laying hold of Christ, receiving Jesus Christ as one's
Savior. (John 1:12) The absence of any one of tha threa alemants meaans that whataver it may ba it is not true faith.
Morecver, frue faith is never alone, it is always accompanied by good works, which are the fruit of faith. The absence of
good works subsequent o salvation leaves open the quastion whether one has fruly been regenerated. True faith is
believing and acting upon anything God says, simply because God says it.

To trust Him to save them, literally ... to believe on His name. Al least four benefits come to those who are regenerated: 1)
They bacome children of God (John 1.12). 2) They bacome brand new persons inside. (2 Corinthians 5:717. Galatians
6:15) 3) They are given God's own character, they are panakers of the Divine nature. (2 Peter 1:4) 4) They share Christ's
triumph and power over sin and the world. (1 John 3:9, 5:4, 5:18)

The three elements or steps to becoming saved are 1) You must hear the Gospel. 2) You must believe the Gospel. 3) You
must take hold of Christ as your Lord and Savior.

I want to go inte what happens in the second element ... the moment of belief.

How many of you remember the first time you heard the Gospel? Or more importantly, how many of you remember when
the story of Jesus Christ came to life inside of you? Because in that moment everything changed ... but what was it?

To answer that question el’s ook into our Bible. First, wa will look at Ephesians 1:13, in this passage we, Genliles, ang
told that upon hearing the Gospel, and believing in God to save us, we are given the Holy Spirit. Also, upon receiving the
Haly Spirit we are identified as belonging to God.

Howawer, | will take this one step further, belief in the Gospel happens only because we become touched by the Holy
Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit there would be no moment of wonder and awakening. To back this statement, | will call to
you Ephesians 2:8, “God saved you by His grace when you believed. And you cannof take credit for this, it is a
gift from God." And there it is! By grace we are saved, saved upon believing in a belief that is itselfl a gift from God. Or,
no gift, no belief ... no belief, no salation. And no salvation means hell forever. God forbid, | pray!

But we do get the grace and in that moment of wonder when the story of Christ stirs to life inside of you, it is the Holy
Spirit giving you the gift of belief, or ability 1o believe in ... no Spint, no belef. In that moment, that supematural minute of
avakening, you are chosan by God. Yes, you and me, we were chosen by God. (2 Corinthians 1:27-22) Chosen by God
to stand firm for Christ. Commissioned by the mark of the Holy Spinit placed within us. It i also this marking which guaran-
tees us all that God has promisad.

S0, what has God promisad us? Well, to start with ... everything that is good! But in the first part of this article, | said that
there were four benefits to being saved. These benefits are: 1) You become a child of God. 2) You become a brand new
person. 3) You get God's own character, 4) You share in the power and tiumph of Christ aver sin. To show you how this is
done, | call vou 1o 1 Corinthians 2:10-14 all is revealed by the Spirt of the Lord. What is more is that even the words
which were used to reveal this message have been given by God through the Holy Spirit.

Now let us take one more look at those four benefits. | will count them back from four to one. 4) Power and triumph over
sin. Romans 8:13 says thal there is no condemnalion for those who belong to Christ, And in belonging to Him you have
been set free from sin through the triumph of our Lond. 3) God's own character. Romans 8:8-717 tells us that now we are
no longer controlled by sin because we are under the control and direction of the Spirit living inside of us. 2) A brand new
person. Romans 6:71-4 says rebom from death with Christ the Savior through baptism of the Holy Spirit. With that we may

_ Ohercomers for §firiet 2.0, Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
T (6021472-8741 » OC4Cphr@gmail.com



Sussomes oy Shiplet
Srom thie “Suside

live a new life. 1) A child of God. Rebomn from the life of sin, the worldly womb of death. Rebomn through the power of the
Holy Spirit and set apart or sanctified as one of God's own.

| will leave you with these last two Scriptures ... Ezekiel 36:25-27.

How Can | Change My Path?
By AL

| am very blessed 1o receive your newsletter every month and it was awesome getting a birthday card from you all down
that way. | still read the Bible every day and pray at least twice daily. | have been attending church regularly. | have been
in six years and two moenths and have just ten months lefi. | am trying to surround myself with a positive church and
relocate, | was thinking Teen Challenge maybe, down your way, | believe that structurs is good and | need that after doing
almost a decade behind bars. | would like to start a fresh new beginning. As you know and have seen many, many limes
people tend (o return to prison.

| ask myself every day how can | change my path, how can | make a difference to stop this revolving door? | balieve the
answer is through Jesus Christ and there will be many, many changes out there. | look at technology and how far
advanced it has become since 2007, | will be lost | am strong spirtually, mentally, and physically.

It's really something to know that you all send ma birthday cards and letters and monthly newsletters and the Good Word.
| am really quite taken by that love and support and the thought. In the March 2013 newsletter, | really enjoyed it and so
there's much truth in Psalm 28:7, “The Lord is my strength and my shield, my heart trusts in Him, and | am helped.
My heart leaps for foy and | will give thanks to Him in song.™ This gives me a sense of protection against satan’s traps
and lies. See the way | see it is like this, satan sits back with a tackle box of 5ins and lies that are attractive to us humans,
he knows whal other one to use if one doesn't work; satan has had years and years of praclice and no matter what lemp-
tation he throws or casts our way we should avoid the “easy way”™ or wrong path in order o get ahead.

It has taken me quite awhile to realize this, but years and years of ponder has opened my eyes. The way | see it is being
surrounded by a positive environment as well as people, is a good start 10 a foundation.

Praise to Jesus
By J.H.

I was on a path of destruction, 30 like a great Father, He sat me down, and gave me a time out. What | love most is His
free will, it's the only way to have true love, by your own choice! I've been writing poems about the change in my thinking,
about how things that used to drive me, no longer appeal to me. How even when | was trying o Kill myself, God thought |
was worthy to save, ex-gang banger, ex-drug addict, all that is done. All praise o Jesus!

I'm 33, | no longer feel comfortable talking about the things | used to love, praise Jesus!! | know being in jail, | can only
talk about it to my loved ones, kid's friends, but my walk in here is proof. God knows and | know so | talk with confidence
about the Lord. | am as bold as a lion because | know God knows the motives of our hearts, thank You Jesus.

I'm also taking a regular college cass, fransforming of my mind has begun. | have to feed it new things, 50, | can start to
think differentiy. I'm aware thal it's a war every day between demons, 5o | got o slay prayed up. Yes, it's easier in here |
believe, my Christian brothers keep an eye on me, and yves there is tempiation, | don’t partake, that In itsell shows growth.
I must stay focused on Jesus .. God knows best, He knows my needs, | thank Him for the drive to get batter,

I sing songs of praise, more love, more power, thank You Jesus! | really, really enjoyed your card, it's confirmation that I'm
on the right path. | have a passion to bring the message and its power 1o gangbangers. | like to tell them about Paul, there
i5 50 much misconceplion about the Waord, thank You Jesus, Qur mission is 10 save souls 1o share the meassage and I'm
actually in a good/great place to do that. | just pray God keeps my molives pure, and He keeps putting people like yourself
in my path. Rooled in the Word, | believe | cannot go wrong. James 1.2 = “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds.” Proverbs 27:6 — “Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an
enemy multiplies kisses.” A real friend tells you the truth even when it hurts. | aped your card on my wall, it's motivation
to my walk.
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Soots Idible Study Y(otes

1 Samuel 16:1-18:4

Sometimes our plans - even the ones we think God has approved - have to be put on hold indefinitely. Like David, we can
usa this waiting time profitably. We can choose to leam and.grow in our present circumstancas, whatevar thay may be.
(16:19-21)

Viewing impossible situations from God's point of view helps us put giand problems in perspective. Once we see clearly,
we can fight more effectively. (17:26)

Peopla may try to discourage you with negative comments or mockary, but continue to do what you know is right, you will
be pleasing God, Whose opinion matters most. (17:28-32)

John 8:1-30

When othars are caught in sin, are you quick to pass judgmeant? To do S0 is 1o act as thouah you have never sinned. It is
God's role to judge, not ours. Qur rolg is to show forgiveness and compassion. (8:7)

What does it mean (2 follow Christ? As a soldier follows his captain 50 we should follow Christ, our Commander. As a
slave follows his master, 50 we should follow Christ, our Lord, As we follow the advice of a trusted counselor, 50 we
should follow Jesus' commands to us in Scriplure. As we follow the laws of our nation, so we should follow the laws of the
Kingdom of Heaven. (8:7.2)

Feople will die in their sin if they reject Chnst, becausa they are rejecting the only way 1o ba rescued from sin, Sadly,
many are so laken up with the values of this weorld that they ara blind to the priceless gift Christ offers. Where are you
looking? Don't focus on this world's values and'miss what 15 most valuable = etemal life with God. (8:24)

Psalm 110:1-111:10
You can't siraddie the fence, calling Jesus, “Just a good Teacher,” becausa the Bible clearly calls Him Lord. (170:1-7)
Christ will never abuse His diving position, and His reign will be forever. (110:4)

Al people were being held in slavery by sin until Jesus paid the price to free us = giving His life as a perfect sacrifice.
Before Jasus offered Himself as a sacrifica for sin, people wera not parmitted into God's presence (the most Holy place).
MNow, all believers can freely appreach God's throne through prayer and have God in their lives through the Holy Spirnil.
(111:8)

Prowverbs 15:5-10

Sooner or later the eamings from the sinful will bring trouble. I it's your outlaw lifestyle, most of us have already expern-
enced that flash in the pain of ill-gotten success, Sure we may think wa have it going on but for how long? It's always
been a short amount of time for me before God has acted and taken eéverything from me. The only way to a lasting
SUccess is through and with God. Bottom line work for and eam your stuff honestly and legally and then no one can take it
from you. Do things the nght way ... God's way.

As we giow and travel through life, we are offered many différent oplions of paths to travel, and many of us, mysaif
inciuded travellied the wrong paths for many yvears. Thankfully, throwugh turning our lives to Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior, we can freely travel the right path ... God's path. Once we realize this option, we are also made aware of the fact
that if we should abandon the right path we will réceive server consaquances if wa refuse 1o hear and obey tha Spirit's
guidance.

> “Foot” Notes

Hello to all you Owvercomers, just thought I'd give you an update. Due to the grace of God and D.O.C., my gypsy

spint got & surprise ride and relecation 1o a new abode. Al :00° 8. m. on February 6th, the ever elusive "Big Foot”™

was rolling down the highway to parts unknown. Kind of a flashback to my long since dead festyle of avernight

ravels and iravails. S0, we end up in my new abode with lots of positives, back to two man cells, washers and
dryers, but the best is the new chaplain for he's bean down similkar roads as many of us, he's a survivor, This was mry first
service attended since 2008, | had quit going because of all the “religicus” folks attending. You can image my oy whan
testing the waters of the new servicelvard when all that'showed were Christian men = Praise God! Amenl S0, it's been
three weeks since I've been hera (a5 of writing this) and I've easily countad the obvious blessings but shll digging the
pearls out of the negative stuff that's happened - trust me | will find them. Long story short God's still handing out bless-
ings upon blessings. Love to you all short and tall. Don't ide faster than your angels can fly, mi amigos ... Vaya con Dios

| Ohercomers for (S hriet R0, Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
P ¢ (602472-8741 o OC4Cphx@gmail.com



You ook off Your rmbe
Your crowns of gold,

To fulfill the prophecies
That were foretold.

You came into the waorld
That You created,
Where You would be crucified
Acomed and hated.

You exchanged Your throne
Far & wooden cross,
So You could save
Those who were lost,

You exchanged Your crown
For a crown of thorms,
And discarded all the glory
That You had worn.

You exchanged Your robe
For a roba of flesh,
To live amongst us
And to conquer death.

You walked amongst us
A carpenter by trade,
And at night You would pray
Urder the stars You made.

You came down from heaven
To die for our 2ins,
And we betrayed You
At the end.

You brought us tha truth

But we rejected that too,

We chose the darkness
Owver You.

You came to ouwr world

And the people You created,
To show us love

But we still hated,

We had You armested
For committing the crime,
Claiming to be God's Son

And being Devine.

You claimed o be the Messiah
Who had come in the flesh,
And | cried oul to crucify You
Like all the rest,

Qhercomers for @ firist 2.0,
P o

| Was That Soldier
By W.R.

I was there in the garden
The night You were arrested,
And Your disciples deserted You
When their faith was tested.

| heard Peter deny You
Mot once but three times,
When You were being judged
Though innocent of any crime.

I saw them mock You
And spit on Your face,
Place a robe upon You

In shame and disgrace.

| saw them bow before You

You claimed to be a King,

But we did nol understand
The peace that You would bring.

I'saw You walk by
Carrying Your cross,

On Your way o Calvary
To save tha lost.

| saw You stumble
And fall to the ground
And | cursed You
Like all the others around,

You tried to get up
But You could not rise,
So | kickad You
In the side.

| gave Your cross to Simon
He was a strong lad,

To carry for You
And he looked kind of sad.

Then | spit upan You
With hatred and scom,

| evan gambiled for tha clothes
That You had wom.

| was thal soldier
Who cast lots for Your robe,
I took it back to Rome
VWhere it was sold.

| was that soldier
Who tore off Your clothes,

| was that soldier
Who struck the first blow,

I was that saldier
Who ripped open Your flash,
The law requirad forty lashes
Bul | gave You one less.

I was that soldier
Who ripped out Your beard,
You looked like a sheep
That had gone under the shears.

I was that soldier
Who gave You a crown
From the thormns You had created
Before man was around

| was at Calvary
The day You died.
I was that soldier
Who piercad Your side.

I was that soldwer
Who nailed You to tha Cross,
And You said, *Father, forgive them,
Far they are lost.”

I was that soldier
Who guarded Your grave.
I was that soldier
THAT YOU CAME TO SAVE!

Box 42023 Phoeniy, Arizona 85080
(602472-8741 » OCACpha@gmailcom



AWhat Others Are Saping...

"| just wanted to write and say thanks. You've been here through your words and story, insightful and inspirational to me.
You have truly been blessed by our Father to write and see what you see and share with us, Thank you for the birthday
card and please thank the others for me, maybe | can come by and do it myselil upon my release.” - J.5.

"I send strong prayers over that way for the continued great newsletter. | love the whole thing, and my favorite pars are
thie great testimonias on the great things that God is doing in those lives. It brings me closer to the Lord more and more by
the love God gives to those | read about in your newsletter. | also love the art and poems. Thank you so much for your
hard work in serving the Lord,” - P.G.

| wanted to writa to you and the rest who signed my birthday card. It is a kittla late for ma to write but as they say ... batter
late than never. The card came as a surprise and was a blessing, | think it is a testament to how God is working through
your ministry team that God's love flows through you all to remember or observe the birthday of a fellow brother that you
don®t know at all. | just want to lift you all up and say good jobl! | know God is well pleased with-you-all and may God bless
you all continually in every endeavor in your ministry.™ - B.R.

@ihgwuv,y% Sstimguits)

| want to share a brief testimony and what has baen laid on my heart by the Holy Spirit about my smoking cigarettes.

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according
to His purpose. For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.” (Romans 8:28-29) And we all know that the Holy Spirit is
in us as well.

I want o give praise 1o God now for His mighty power in taking those cigarettes out of my life! | had such a hard time
tuming my will owver to Him. | fought back and forth against the Holy Spirit. | was standing against it all. not trusting Hirm in
faith which opened an even bigger gap for satan and as a result | was sifted. In Luke 22:37-32, Jesus predicts Pelers
denial, “=nEG, SmeE FebEk], SaERLER G EHIEG IR ETT: 150, (e e mmepr Sl e £ rivssls S [ EnE EErEe
dorrtiealta ittty eve e olifa ol a gife oneere s e e R G so T e e

| hope and pray that the body of Christ will receive this message about leaving defiled things alone.

The Shwrcemers for (firist have been faithful in sending all of us encouraging words for seasons. Now | want to share with
you all some big news in my life. On July 22nd I'm going home! After serving my sentence of 11.25 years in here it's
starting to sink in. | took my release photo yesterday ... WOW! That had my head spinning a little.

S0, at 3:00a.m. this moming, the Lord kept kicking my bed to get up to write to you all and thank you. It really does bring
me joy hearing from you all there but also seeing God's Kids al work.,

It's important that we, believers, not the world and all of its garbage, encourage each other with our testimonies and the
Word of God. S0, I'm going to cover a few Scriptures that most of us have read many times before but God's Word is
powerful, ight? In Hebrews 4:12-13 not only is God's Word living and powerful it says everything is uncoverad and laid
bare before God. Yes, it scunds a bit scany. Why? The old vou, all of the plotting and screaming we used to do or still do
lays exposed and the flesh doesn’t like that, right? Now take a look at John 3:18-21 but specifically verse 20, T EerEr
(R Gl (heiad i [T, Sood Eil e GEEE e @b [ (ee (e b il ciae B el £ Siescel ™ Right there it
tells us that our sin doesn't like to be exposed BUT God says that everything is laid before Him. That should aclually take
a big load off of our shoulders, it did for me.

I wani 1o tell vou briefly, back in 2003 | was at the end of my rope. | was strung oul, depressed and very lonety, | dug a
hole so deep for myself that the walls were caving in. Does anyone out there remember or still relate to that torment? | lost
everything ... AGAIN! | really felt like | couldn’t go on anymare. My wife was gone, my kids weare gone ... everything
except the very breath and heartbeat in my chest was gone. | thought | was looking at the rest of my life in prison with no
family support at all bacause so many timas before | lat them down. | was brokan. Litte did | know that it was at that very
mement God finally had me where He wanted me, right where He could begin 1o make changes in my life. Mo not me
Being in prison, but at the end of myself. The past ten years has been a challenge with some bumps in the read. God |5
faithful though ... Philippians 1:6 - “Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” You see, even though your redeemed and bought with the Bleod of Jesus
we ALL have brought some baggage with us and the process of sanctification can be long and painful BUT God loves you
so trust and believe! | want (o close by encouraging you all to please read, medilate and live Gods Word from
Colossians 3:7-17. — R.N.

Chwrcomers for (hirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
Ty e (602472-8741 o OCICphy@gmail.com
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Ministry Tithes & Offerings
It takes the body of Christ working fogether to create, print. assemble, and mail this newshetter every month. We thank each and every
one of you who have sown a seed into this minsiny. None of this would be possible without the genercus financial support from peogple
who believe in this ministry, By sowing your financial seed into this ménistry, you are helping us reach oul lo those incarcerated by
offering them hope, love, and encouragement, You are investing n reaching lost souls, encauraging new balievers, and spreading the
Word of Gad. “A man's harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows.” - Galatians 6:T
Any tithes or offerings that you would kke 1o make to the Shwienes: Gy @hrist ministry, please make your checks or money orders
payaole to Living Word Bible Church. in the memo section put ‘For Overcomers for Christ. Mall them to Overcomers for Chiist P.O. Box
42023, Phoenid, AZ 85080, Your donation does qualfy as charlable contribution on your taxes. If you have any questions, plaase call
or write Wade Anderson

Ehercomers for (Shrist ®.0. Box 42023 Phioenix, Arizona 85080
(602J72-8741 » OC4Cphx@gmail.com
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