About the Foundation

Eligibility of Students and Institutions
Students must meet scholastic eligibility requirements and be permanent legal residents of
a Latin American or African country designated
as “Low Income” or “Lower Middle Income”
in the current World Bank List of Economies
(http://siteresources.worldbank.org/
DATASTATISTICS/Resources/CLASS.XLS).
The number, types, and amounts of Erudee
scholarships available in any year is dependent
upon the extent of available funding.
The Foundation’s Scholar Selection
Committee assesses applications. Eligibility of
selected students is reviewed annually and
renewed following confirmation of successful
advancement based on scholarship criteria set
by the Foundation and participating institutions.
Learning institutions must be recognized
(accredited) providers of post-secondary
education in their country or online and must be
approved by the Foundation’s Education
Standards Committee. The institution must agree
to assign a mentor to each student accepted by
the Erudee program to monitor progress, interact
with the Scholar Selection Committee, and
encourage degree completion.
Please see our website at www.erudee.org
for student and institution eligibility
requirements and application process.

The Erudee Foundation is a public
non-profit foundation organized under
the laws of Pennsylvania, USA. The
Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3)
non-profit. Your contribution is tax
deductible. The Foundation was started
in 2013 with contributions that have
served as seed funding for the initial
activities of the organization.
Public contributions provide the
financial support to accomplish the
mission of the Foundation. Funding
by individual donors, foundations,
corporations, educational institutions,
and international education funders
is thankfully appreciated. Go to
www.erudee.org to learn more about
contributing to the foundation.

Foundation Directors
Lawrence Liberti, RPh
Executive Director
Geraldine Liberti, RPh
Volunteer Coordinator
Marilyn Zeidler, Chair, Scholar
Selection Committee
Bruce McIntyre, Chair, Education
Standards Committee
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the Erudee Foundation
Providing 21st-century educational opportunities to students in low-income countries
The Erudee* Foundation was established to provide scholarships for
post-secondary education in the areas of science, technology,
education, and medicine (STEM) to students in low-income LatinAmerican and African countries. Rather than provide educational
opportunities at schools located in mature economies, the
Erudee Foundation’s approach is to offer a blend of instructional
opportunities, combining education obtained at qualified partner
institutions within the student’s country or region, supplemented by
online education from high-quality academic providers. In this way,
the student, online providers, and local educational infrastructures
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and economies benefit from the Foundation’s support.

info@erudee.org
doc 10-25-092813

-itus, meaning
*The Foundation’s name is derived from the Latin word erud
“well-instructed and learned” and “to educate or train.”

Mission
To provide post-secondary educational
opportunities in the STEM fields (Science,
Technology, Education, and Medicine) to
students in low-income countries through
combining education obtained at qualified
partner institutions within the student’s country
or region, supplemented by online education
from high-quality academic providers.
A Tanzanian scholar supported by the Erudee Foundation.

granted by thousands of students in developed
countries.
The last 20 years have transformed
communication technologies, which has had
a revolutionary effect on how educational
programs are accessed, and how and when
students can participate in these programs. The
merging of broader internet access in LICs and
the availability of high quality online education
offers a novel opportunity for a growing group
of talented but underfunded students to benefit
from these developments.

Activities of the Foundation
•
•

•
•

Provide hardware and software to qualified
students (i.e., desktops, laptops, or tablets).
Fund scholarships to educational institutions
in low-income countries (LICs) in Latin
America and Africa
Fund scholarships to online universities
Build relationships with educational
institutions throughout these regions.

The Student’s Challenge
Students in LICs seeking to pursue higher-level
technical training face financial and educational
roadblocks to achieving their goal. It has been
well documented that with proper planning,

citizens in LICs can improve their lives through
education. Higher education fosters higher
skilled and more productive workers, who in
turn increase an economy's output of goods
and services.
Investment in post-secondary education in
LICs improves the local level of technical
expertise, and this has a positive and genuine
effect on economic growth. When there is a
local source of educated people, there is a
greater willingness to invest in social
entrepreneurship.
However, the availability of post-secondary
education to students in these countries is often
limited or non-existent. The costs to enrol in
these schools, while modest in comparison to
educational expenses in developed countries,
make them largely unaffordable.
A qualified and dedicated student may not
be able to devote full-time daytime hours to
an advanced education because of work
obligations to support family. Furthermore,
many do not wish to leave their country to
pursue their education abroad.
The reality is that most do not have the
financial or technical resources to begin the
simplest steps on a journey that is taken for

The Limitations of Current Scholarship
Programs
There are other groups and individuals offering
educational opportunities to students from
LICs, addressing this need by providing
scholarships to attend first-world universities.
However, many of these individuals do not
return to or remain in their home countries
to share the benefits of their international
education. Further, this approach provides no
funding to qualified institutions within these
challenged countries, continuing a cycle of
channelling funding to established universities
in mature markets to the detriment of
supporting local institutions. This results in a
lack of funding for local use to improve the
infrastructure of higher-level education within
the target countries.

The Erudee Foundation’s Blended
Approach to Solving the Challenge
It is the vision of the Erudee Foundation to

provide students in LICs with the opportunity to
participate in internationally recognized, worldclass education in the areas of STEM and to
have access to a future that will improve their
lives and the level of technical expertise while
remaining within their countries.
We believe educational opportunities and
outcomes can be optimized by blending the
use of online courses, which students can take
on their own schedule and when they have
internet access, with attendance at local higher
education institutions, in order to benefit from
peer interactions that form the basis of
traditional learning strategies.
The Erudee Foundation’s approach is based
on identifying, qualifying, and fostering the use
of world-class online educational providers to
supplement local “brick-and-mortar” schools to
provide a flexible, quality approach to postsecondary education through which a student’s
progress can be monitored and evaluated
in real time. The feedback mechanisms
established by the Foundation provide ongoing
support and encourage student success in a
way that will have a real and measurable
impact on individuals and countries. Our
funding of local schools improves the regional
educational infrastructure and encourages the
supplemental use of online curricula.
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