Aim: Why did the authors of the Constitution provide for a division of powers?


P.O
1. Define and explain federalism

2. Describe the division of powers between national and state governments

3. Describe how the Constitution was created to adjust to changing times

4. Analyze why a federal system of government was created by the framers of the Constitution

Motivation: How does family work best? 

Do you believe one person in the family should have all the responsibility or should it be shared?

When the founding fathers created the Constitution they had to decide how to divide powers. They had to decide how much power to give the national government and how much to give the state.

I. Federalism

· Preamble: creating a better union than the confederation

· Powers are divided between the state governments and the central or federal gov’t

II. Division of Powers

1. Delegated or Enumerated

· Powers of the federal gov’t that are allowed in the Constitution

· Declare war

· Regulate interstate trade

· Coin money

· Control postal system

· Support armed forces

· Implied Powers:  powers of government that aren’t in writing

· The Elastic Clause stated that the Congress has the power “to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers”

2. Reserved Powers

· Powers of the state gov’t that are allowed not delegated to the federal gov’t

· Divorce and marriage laws

· Public education

· State traffic laws

· Intrastate trade and commerce

3. Concurrent Powers

· Powers used by both the federal and state governments 

· Taxation

· Borrow money

· Charter banks and build roads
· Eminent Domain: take public lands for public purposes

4. Denied Powers

· Powers denied to Federal Gov’t

· Can’t suspend Habeas Corpus

· Can’t commit preferential treatment to any ports

· Can’t levy taxes on exports

· Powers denied to State Gov’t 

· Can’t coin money

· Can’t sign treaties with states or countries

· Powers denied both

· Can’t pass bills of attainder 
· (an act pronouncing a person guilty of a crime without trial and subjecting that person to capital punishment)

· Can’t pass ex post facto laws (laws that would punish people for acts done before the law making them a crime was passed)

· Can’t grant titles of nobility

