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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
I want to thank you all for the
election to the presidency of the
Alabama Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution. You can rest
assured that I will do all I can to
honor the responsibility you have
placed in me. If I have learned
anything as a member, there are a
lot of compatriots in our organization that can be counted on when
you call on them. As I take the
reins I look forward to the year
and call on each of you to do all
you can to foster patriotism where
ever you go. I will follow the
theme that our past presidents
have followed:
“Honor Our Forefathers Who
Gave Us Our Freedom
And
Teach Our Children the Values
and Cost of Freedom”
There are some matters that are
important to all of us. First of all
there are the matters of the dates
and places that several have already
asked -- the Board of Managers
(BOM) and the state convention.
We arrive at the BOM at 9:30 am or
so with the meeting starting at 10
a.m. The fine ladies of the auxiliary
have provided us lunch of which we
are always grateful. The dates and
places are as follows: the spring
BOM is in the American Village on
April 27 and the fall BOM is at the
Columbiana Court House, in Columbiana, on Sept. 14. Also, we have set
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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—Photo by Jim Maples

Outgoing ALSSAR president C.W. Posey,
right, puts president’s ribbon on Vickers.

At the Saturday night banquet of the ALSSAR convention in Birmingham on Feb. 24,
approximately 120 members and guests
showed their support as Rev. Marvin Vickers
Sr. of the Wiregrass chapter was installed as
the new state president for 2013-2014.
Col. Vickers’ installation as our new president by Vice-President General John R. Taylor Jr. of the MSSSAR coincided with other
new officers taking their respective oaths of
office: Bobby Joe Seales, senior vicepresident; Wayne Sirmons, recording secretary; Brian J. Newton, treasurer; Ronald A.
Bearden, registrar; Dr. Walter B. Stevenson,
genealogist; George W. Royer Jr., chancellor; Dr. John F. Olive, historian; Rev.
Robert J. Coker III, chaplain; and George T.
Smith III, sergeant-at-arms.
Bruce A. Buehler will continue as the state
secretary, but was precluded from attending
the banquet and will be officially installed at
the spring Board of Managers meeting.
William Stone was elected to a three-year
term on the State Endowment Fund Board replacing C.W. Posey, who rotated off the board.

Mike Wells selected for Minuteman
At the Spring Leadership Meeting in Louisville, Ky., former ALSSAR president and current NSSAR Librarian General Michael C.
Wells was selected to receive the Minuteman
Award in July at Congress in Kansas City, Mo.
The Minuteman Award is the highest award
that the Sons of the American Revolution can
bestow upon a member in recognition of service
to the National Society. Only six such awards
are presented each year.
Other members of the Minuteman Class of
2013 include Mike Tomme and Bobby Towns,
both of the Georgia Society; Lanny Patten of the

Pennsylvania Society, Steve Pittard of the North
Carolina Society and Dick Sage of the Empire
(N.Y.) State Society.
At the same time, Wells, a compatriot in the
Birmingham chapter, received the endorsement
of the National Nominating Committee for a
third term as NSSAR Librarian General while
Larry Cornwell of the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter was endorsed for another term as
Genealogist General.
The accomplishments of both of these compatriots reflect a great deal of credit upon the
Alabama Society.
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(Continued from Page 1)
the date of our Alabama Society Convention to be in Dothan on Feb. 14-15, 2014,
the place “To Be Announced” (TBA).
There are several other dates and places
that will be announced in the newsletter
and on the Web site.
As I visit your chapters, you may ask,
“What do I plan to say?” Well, there are
some things that will be given and I want
to discuss these a little bit here. I was at
the recent Leadership meeting in Louisville, Ky., and I was very proud of our
delegation. We nominated, for the third
time, Larry Cornwell as Genealogist General and Mike Wells as Librarian General.
Also, Mike Wells was named
“Minuteman” class of 2013. As all of you
know, this is the highest award given by
our Society to any living compatriot. In
addition, we had the largest delegation
there. BUT, having said that, we had a
poor showing in several areas.
Friends of SAR Library is an area I
want to plug hard. As a society of more
than 1,000 members, we have only 24
members of the Friends of the SAR Library. That is under .04 percent. When
you consider it only takes $25 to become
a “Friend,” well, you know what I mean.
We can do better. Let us make a considered attempt to support our SAR Library.
I just renewed my membership. How
about you?
Center for Advancing America’s Heritage (C.A.A.H) is another area we look
bad but not as bad as the Friends of SAR
Library. We have a little way to go to
complete our Main Street building. “The
next two years are vital to accumulate the
capital needed to avoid debt financing to
complete the work. The primary source
of funds continues to be the generosity of
the compatriot membership. Contributions of any amount, from as many compatriots as possible, must be at the heart of
the campaign,” says campaign chairman
Lanny R. Patten. We have given to the
C.A.A.H. around $102,303.00 in the past.
That is about $97 per member. Our goal
is $250 and we are a long way from that
figure. One hundred seventy-three (173)
ALSSAR members have given to
C.A.A.H. and that reports to about 16

percent. This next year we can increase this figure by your giving to
this worthwhile program.
Another program is the George
Washington Endowment Fund. In the
brochure, it says, “The George Washington Endowment Fund (GWEF)
Board was established by the SAR
Executive Committee and approved
by the Trustees during the meeting of
February 27, 1993. This action followed two years of work by a special
Task Force that had been asked to
evaluate and propose a plan for
NSSAR to provide for the following:
Establish a permanently restricted fund,
the income of which will provide adequate financial contributions for support
of NSSAR unfunded and underfunded
committees and special projects, and
Provide for the equitable distribution of
funds.
The George Washington Endowment
Fund is financed by gifts from members
and friends of the SAR. Remember, 100
percent of your donation goes into the
permanent fund. Only 80 percent of the
income from the fund will be spent each
year.
Individuals donating $1,000 or more
are recognized as George Washington
Fellows. Gifts may be paid in a lump sum
amount or in installments of $200 or
more annually over a five-year period.
Each person recognized as a GW Fellow
shall receive a distinctive lapel pin and
certificate denoting his status.”
One other pet of mine is Flag Certificate. This does not cost any money but
just a little time. I encourage each of us,
when are about our communities, to see if
we can recognize our neighbors with Flag
Certificates. It cannot be “for profit” organizations, but organizations or persons
who display the United States Flag properly. You make out a certificate, make an
appointment, and give it to them. You
may have the news media present and
that will good news for the community,
your chapter, the ALSSAR and the
NSSAR. You can do this as often as you
wish and keep a record for reporting to
the BOM.
I look forward to hearing great
things that your chapters are doing. It
will be a great year. See you at the
spring BOM if not sooner.
—Marvin Vickers
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Report of the National Trustee
Oct. 3, 2012 – Feb. 8, 2013
2012-13 Trustees Meeting. The National
Society held the Fall Trustees Meeting on September 29, 2012 at the Brown Hotel in Louisville, KY
in conjunction with the Fall Leadership Conference. Alabama had the second largest number of
leaders at the Conference: 15. Only Florida had
more. Those from Alabama were: David Billings, Bruce Buehler, Larry Cornwell, Michael
Foster, Rod Hildreth, Jim Maples, Bruce Pickett,
C. W. Posey, Walter Stevenson, Bill Stone, Lee
Swart, Marvin Vickers, Perry Vickers, John Wallace and Michael Wells.
The Trustees received reports from the General Officers, Committees and the SAR Foundation. The Trustees approved the 2013 NSSAR
Budget, a proposal from the TNSSAR to host the
2017 Congress in Knoxville, and a proposal to
expand SAR’s partnership with Ancestry.com
through Operation REACH.
Operation REACH. The SAR-Ancestry
partnership started in 2010 with an Agreement to
digitize all membership applications and make
pre-1970 applications available on Ancestry.com.
With Operation Reach, Ancestry.com will provide
free access to SAR applications for SAR members
and free access to all of Ancestry.com for State
Registrars and Points of Contact. Ancestry.com
will inform subscribers if they have possible ancestors in an SAR application. A marketing message encourages the subscribers to learn more
about joining the SAR.
A brief explanation of the SAR application
process is provided along with current SAR genealogical standards, procedures and policies. A
pedigree form is pre-populated with data from the
application the subscriber just viewed. The subscriber fills out the remaining pedigree and submits it. Ancestry.com sends the pedigree information to NSSAR. NSSAR forwards the email to
the State Registrar or designated Point of Contact.
The State Registrar contacts the subscriber to assist him through the standard application process.
The process will be a pilot project with Texas
and Virginia Ancestry.com subscribers the first six
months of 2013. The goal is to increase SAR
membership by 25% by the 2014 Congress.
SAR Foundation. President Sam Powell
(NC) reported that $9 million has been raised
so far.
See REPORT, Page 3
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President
Marvin K Vickers Jr
Wiregrass Chapter
Marvinvickers35@yahoo.com
(334) 347-2242
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(334) 347-2242
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Report
(Continued from Page 2
Center for Advancing America’s Heritage Capital Campaign. This campaign raises
funds to complete the build out of our Center and to advance our mission of civic literacy education. Lanny Patten (PA), Chairman of the Campaign, reported the campaign’s
goal is to have at least 20% of the members in each state contribute on average $250.
As of September 11, 2011 Alabama has 14% of its members donating an average of
$82. Alabama can do better. Increase civic literacy and pride in our county and heritage. Go the SAR Foundation website. Print the Donation form that is on the website.
Fill out the form and mail the form with your 2013 contribution to the SAR Foundation.
National Headquarters Building Phase II. In November renovation and Construction
started on Phase II of the Building. The objective of Phase II is to make the building
habitable and functional. All personnel now at Headquarters will be accommodated.
The $3.5 million to complete this phase will be available over the 15 month construction period. Operational costs of the Society are fully covered over the next 3-5 year
period with no dues or fee increases. You can go to the SAR Foundation website and
watch videos of the construction. Three videos show the renovation of the front including new windows, removing the roof, removing the floors, removing the back wall,
removing the old elevator, and building a new back wall. Additional videos will be
posted as construction progresses.
SAR Activities. During the NSSAR 2012-13 year I serve on the NSSAR Executive
Committee, as chair of the NSSAR Investment Committee and as Vice-Chair of the
NSSAR Finance Committee.
On Oct. 7, I participated at a grave marking ceremony in Hazel Green in Madison
County Alabama. The patriot was John Amonnet who served as a private with the 10th
Virginia Regiment at Valley Forge during the winter of 1777-78. The ceremony was
sponsored by the Alabama Brigade of the Society of Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge. The national Commander in Chief of the Society, Dr. Marion
Lane, participated in the ceremony. After the grave marking, Nancy and I hosted the
participants with a reception at our home.
On Oct. 28, I participated in a grave marking ceremony sponsored jointly by the Tennessee Valley Chapter ALSSAR and the Joseph Greer Chapter TNSSAR at the Elliott
Cemetery in Ardmore, Tennessee. The patriot was Thomas Holland who served as a
private in the North Carolina militia.
On Nov. 13, I gave a speech on the “Signers of the Declaration of Independence” to
the Twickenham Town Chapter, ASDAR.
On Dec. 1, Nancy and I visited the Richards DAR House Museum in Mobile to support a fund raising event sponsored by five DAR chapters: Mobile, Virginia Cavalier,
Tristan DeLuna, Needham Bryan, and D’Iberville.
NSSAR Spring 2013 Leadership Conference and Trustees Meeting. I plan to attend
this conference and Trustee meeting on Friday and Saturday March 1 and 2 in Louisville. I encourage you to participate in this conference which is packed with opportunities to learn about the NSSAR as well as opportunities to renew friendships and make
new ones across the country. This Spring’s Conference has three special events: a visit
to the SAR Genealogical Research Library on Friday, a Genealogy Seminar and a Secretary Seminar on Saturday morning. Of course, the Friday and Saturday evening receptions and dinners are great times to visit with friends, enjoy good food and hear a
new program.
Respectfully Submitted,
—David Billings
National Trustee 2012-13, Alabama Society, SAR
Member, Tennessee Valley Chapter
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In Memory…
Williams Pierce Mixion
Richard Terrell Moreman
The Alabama Society recently lost two compatriots who were
staunch supports of the SAR at the chapter level.
WILLIAMS PIERCE MIXION was killed in an automobile
accident on Dec. 23, 2012. Mixion was a chapter member of the
Lamar County Sons of Liberty chapter and had held several offices in the chapter. He was serving as the chapter’s treasurer at
the time of his death.
Bill Mixion, of Sulligent, was 65.
He was born on June 27, 1947, in Russellville to the late Lecil
Clyde Mixion Jr. and Caroline Fite Mixon. He lived in the Molloy
community of Lamar County, graduated from Hamilton High
School in 1965, attended Northwest Alabama Junior College,
where he met his future bride, and graduated from Mississippi
State University.
Mixion served seven years in the Alabama National Guard, was
a member of the Teamsters Union, and retired as a truck driver for
Consolidated Freightway after 30 years of service. He was a
member and past Master of Columbus Lodge #5 F&AM; a member of Scottish Rite and York Rite Masonic Bodies, Order of Eastern Star, Vernon Masonic Lodge #389; Southern Cruisers Car
Club of Columbus, Miss.; and the Lamar County Historical Society.
Mixion was a member of Border Springs Baptist Church in
Caledonia, Miss., where he served as a deacon and other various
positions and he was a Gideon.
Mixion is survived by his wife, Jackie Mixion of Sulligent;
daughter, Emma Jane Mixion; sister, Carrie Mixion Bolton; nephews John Bolton and Jeremy Jones; and niece, Melissa Hatle.
Pallbearers were John Partain, John Bolton, Ray Duncan, Carl
Thornton, Tom Linn and Wilburn Beatty.
—Photo courtesy of Sam Gambrell

Black Warrior River flag certificate
Recently, the Black Warrior River
chapter presented a flag certificate to
the Holiday Inn and Suites in Tuscaloosa for their patriotic display of the
American flag. The chapter has presented 14 certificates to businesses
and individuals in the Tuscaloosa
area over the past three years. Black
Warrior River compatriots Sam Gambrell, left, and Thornton (Tony)
Neathery, right, presented the award
to Lindsey Gilliland, manager of the
local Holiday Inn and Suites.

Interment was in Cedar Tree Cemetery in Hackleburg.
RICHARD TERRELL MOREMAN, a compatriot in the
Richard Henry Lee chapter, passed away on Feb. 24.
Dick Moreman, a lifelong resident of Opelika, was 77.
He was born on Dec. 5, 1935, to the late Henry Grady Moreman
and Cecil Drake Moreman in Opelika. He graduated from Clift
High School in Opelika and attended the College of William and
Mary. He received his bachelor of arts in architecture with a major
in interior design from Auburn University.
Moreman began his work career with Lang’s Interiors, an institutional design firm in Atlanta, prior to establishing his own business, Golden Crown Interiors, Flowers and Gifts in Opelika,
which he managed from 1963 until his death.
He was active and held offices in many civic organizations,
including president of the Opelika Rotary Club, president of the
Opelika Historical Preservation Society, Opelika Arts Association, president of the Lee County Heart Association, Lee County
Youth Development Center and Opelika Chamber of Commerce.
He served as co-chairman of the Opelika Bicentennial Commission, was recipient of the Lee County Heart Association’s “Man
of the Year” award and was a recipient of the 20th Century Fox
set design citation for the movie Norma Rae.
A lifelong member of First United Methodist Church of Opelika, he was a devoted Sunday School teacher, chairman of the
administrative board and superintendent of the adult Sunday
School.
Moreman is survived by his wife of 49 years, Julia Crum Moreman; sons Frazier, Wallace and Richard; and 10 grandchildren.
Services were held Feb. 27 at First United Methodist Church of
Opelika. Interment was in Garden Hills Cemetery.
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Cheaha chapter sponsors top essay contestant
Amanda C. Sherer, a junior at Donoho
School in Anniston, won the 2013
George S. and Stella M. Knight Essay
contest at the ALSSAR convention. Her
essay, “Samuel Adams in Young America,” was submitted through the Cheaha
chapter. A medal, certificate and monetary award were presented to her at the
annual banquet held in Homewood. Her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sherer,
were present and also guests of the Society. The Rev. R. Jefferson Coker, president of the Cheaha chapter, placed the
medal around the neck of the winner
while Dick Erickson, chairman of the
essay contest, presented her with the
certificate and check for $300.
Shelby Aughtman, sponsored by the
Tennessee Valley chapter, placed second
with her essay, “America: Child of
Enlightenment,” while Natalie Millar,
sponsored by the Cullman chapter,
placed third with her essay, “The Red
Fox.” Each of these winners will receive
a certificate and a check for $200 and
$150, respectively.
The judges were compatriots Larry
Cornwell and Justin Rojek, both of the
Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter, and
Bill Stone of the Gen. John Archer
Elmore chapter.
—Dick Erickson

—Photo courtesy of Richard Erickson

Amanda Sherer, a junior at Donoho School, is pictured with her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sherer, after winning the Knight Essay contest.

Upcoming SAR events
ALSSAR Spring Board
of Managers meeting
April 27
American Village, Montevallo

123rd Congress
July 5-10
Kansas City, Mo.

ALSSAR Fall Board
of Managers meeting
—Photo courtesy of D. Tyrone Crowley

Prattville president urges cooperation between SAR, DAR
Michael Foster, Gen. John Archer Elmore chapter president, spoke to
the DAR’s Atagi chapter in February in Prattville to urge cooperation
between the two organizations. Since it was just after Valentine’s Day,
he gave the ladies chocolates to sweeten the offer of mutual support.

Sept. 14
Shelby County Museum and
Archives, Columbiana

ALSSAR convention
Feb. 14-15, 2014
Dothan
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—Photo courtesy of George Royer

Remembering our veterans
On Dec. 21, the Tennessee Valley chapter continued its annual tradition of visiting the Floyd E. “Tut” Fann State
Veterans Nursing Home in Huntsville
and delivering a basket of Christmas
cards to the residents while thanking
them for their service to the country.
The Christmas cards were received on
behalf of the residents by Virgil Mitchell, a Tut Fann resident and U.S. Marine Corps veteran. Pictured in the photo, from left: Compatriots Jim Maples,
Bob Doherty, Tut Fann resident Virgil
Mitchell, George Royer, David Byers,
Tut Fann Assistant Activities Director
Brandi Sims, Dr. David Billings, George
Stone and Tut Fann resident Harvey
Foster.

—Photo courtesy of George Royer

Tennessee Valley Color Guard presents colors at Huntsville Symphony performance
On Dec. 31, the Tennessee Valley Color Guard presented the colors in connection with the playing of the
National Anthem at the Huntsville Symphony’s New Year’s Performance “The American Way.” The
Symphony’s performance was a joint performance with the U.S. Army Material Command Band from
Redstone Arsenal. Participating in the presentation of the colors were, from left to right, Jim Maples,
Bob Anderson, Harrell Phillips, Otha “Skeet” Vaughn and Bob Baccus.
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Use summer holidays to advance SAR cause
Summer will soon be here and with it, many opportunities
for chapters to present flag certificates – Memorial Day, Flag
Day and, of course, the Fourth of July.
The use of a flag certificate is an excellent way to recognize
individuals and groups for the appropriate display of the U.S.
flag. There does not have to be a special occasion to present
this certificate as some chapters attempt to present one each
month or one a quarter. Such presentations also offer excellent
opportunities for the chapter to get some exposure in the local
press.
Each year at the National Congress, the Furlong Award is
presented to those state societies which have met the requirements of presenting flag certificates during the previous year.

Those requirements are simple – 50% of the state’s chapters
have presented a flag certificate along with one state level flag
certificate.
Chapters are encouraged to have a flag certificate chairman –
maybe the chapter’s sergeant at arms as he normally cares for
the chapter’s flags. It is easy enough to have chapter members
report the names of members of the local community who do
display Old Glory in the appropriate manner.
Do not forget your own members who also proudly fly the
flag.
Please report any presentations that your chapter makes to
State Flag Chairman Bill Biase II at wnb2@rocketmail.com.
—John Wallace

Convention
(Continued from Page 1)
William Stone was elected to a threeyear term on the State Endowment Fund
Board replacing C.W. Posey, who rotated off the board. At the 123rd Congress
in Kansas City in July, Rev. Vickers will
take on the additional responsibility of
Alternate Trustee while Posey will be
installed as our new National Trustee.
A very special “thank you” goes out to
the ladies of the Alabama Ladies Auxiliary
for their $2,000 donation to the society’s
Youth Award Program which was presented during the Saturday night banquet.
This is in addition to funds the state provides so this generation gift will allow the
state to expand the awards given to all our
youth participants. At the same times the
ladies had prepared numerous themed baskets for silent auctions during the evening
with the funds raised to help support their
activities.
Mrs. David Billings accepted the gavel as
the new president of the Alabama Ladies
Auxiliary for the upcoming year. The group
is open to all the Alabama WOSARs.
If it were not for the dedication and hard
work of our membership in all areas ranging from youth activities, working with new
applicants, serving as committee chairman
to arranging chapter programs, the Alabama
Society could not have experienced the
growth and expansion within our membership over the past several years. During the
convention many different individuals and
chapters were honored and recognized for
their work in helping to build a stronger
society.
Certainly it is well beyond the scope
of this article to properly recognize each

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

New officers are inducted for 2013 at the state convention.
individual’s accomplishment. However,
due to the nature of the presentation
itself some honors do need to be noted.
Trustee C. David Billings was awarded the Patriot Medal – the highest award
that can bestowed by a state society —
for his work over the past three years in
helping guide the society, while William
Stone received the State Distinguished
Service Medal for his efforts in the design, procurement and successful sale of
the Alabama State Medal. Recording
Secretary Wayne Sirmons received his
George Washington Fellow’s pin for
monetary support of the NSSAR George
Washington Endowment Fund.
One of the leading benefits from attending a state convention is the ability

to meet members from all over the state
while also getting to know the leadership from other state societies within the
Southern District.
This year the ALSSAR was privileged
to have members of the leadership from
the other three states of the Southern
District. This close support among the
four states helps make the Southern District one of the strongest districts within
the NSSAR.
Certainly the members of the CahabaCoosa and Birmingham chapters, along
with their ladies, deserve a big “thumbs
up” for all their work and effort related
to organizing, preparing and orchestrating the state meeting.
—John Wallace
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Cheaha chapter honors Revolutionary musicians
By HERVEY FOLSOM
Oxford Sun
As Veterans' Day on Nov. 11 nears,
let's not forget to honor the musicians
who have given service in the history of
the armed forces.
A special lesson on this topic was given to all who attended the Oct. 10 meeting of the Cheaha chapter of the Sons of
the American Revolution. Three members of the chapter are from Oxford and
the surrounding area. They are Jeff
Coker, Frank Boullemet and Lewis
Quigley.
Also present at the meeting, which was
at the Public Library of AnnistonCalhoun County, were members of the
Bienville chapter and Chinnabee-Fort
Strother chapters of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
The program focused on the place of
music in the American Revolutionary
War. Dressed in costume, two musicians
from Huntsville delivered a program
with fife and drum tunes, and they told
how these instruments signaled commands in battles and in camps.
The guests, Terry Cornett and Bob
Baccus, both from Huntsville, gave a
program that was educational and interesting.
The audience learned that soldiers
were encouraged to learn to play the fife,
drum, horn, and bugle in the American
Revolution and the Civil War, and they
were rewarded for doing so. The regular
salary of soldiers was $10 a month, and
the musicians could earn $12.
Music had an important place in furthering the war’s mission. Certain tunes
signified a wake-up call and taps. Others
were marching tunes and commands to
advance or retreat.
The guests shared a wealth of information.
Cornett, the drummer is a free-lance
musician with over 25 years of professional experience. He was principal per-

—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

Veteran musicians Terry Cornett, a member of the Huntsville
Symphony Orchestra for 33 years, and Tennessee Valley chapter
compatriot Bob Baccus, a former member of the orchestra, are
pictured with Ruth McDaniel, DAR regent of the Chinnabee-Fort
Strother chapter, after entertaining the Cheaha chapter with their
music at a recent meeting.
cussionist with the Huntsville Symphony
Orchestra for 33 years and enjoys “first
call” status for regional theater, chorus,
and ballet groups.
Cornett owns and operates Heritage
Drums, specializing in historically accurate, custom hand-crafted, and rope
tension drums. Clients include reenactors, high school and college educators, theatrical troupes, and professional musicians.
Baccus, the fifer, earned his B.S. and
M.A. degree in music education from
the University of Alabama. He is a former director of the Lee High School
band in Huntsville and a former member
of the orchestra and the Brass Band of
Huntsville. Baccus is retired from Jacobs

Technology where he worked on Redstone Arsenal for AMCOM.
He plays French horn and an 1864
over-the-shoulder rotary valve alto horn.
He is also a member of the Tennessee
Valley chapter of the Alabama Society
Sons of American Revolution and the E.J.
Jones
Camp,
Sons
of
Confederate Veterans.
In our area, SAR members have traced
their family tree back to an ancestor who
supported the cause of American Independence during the years 1774-1783.
The chapter meets once a month at the
library. SAR sponsors academic contests
that give students opportunities to practice successful oral and written communications.
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—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

ALSSAR president C.W. Posey, far right, installs new officers, from left: Howard Schramm, Art Dillman,
Huey Kirk, Wayne Sirmon, Jeff Chandler and president Jack Dwyer.

Dwyer elected president of Gen. Galvez chapter for 2013
The Gen. Galvez chapter held its annual awards and new
officer induction ceremonies at Heron Lakes Country Club
in Mobile on Jan. 12 in front of 41 members and guests.
Outgoing president Matthews welcomed ALSSAR president C.W. Posey and his wife, Hilda, and recognized several members for their service to the chapter over the past
year. Chapter member Dr. Barry Booth received a Service
for Veterans medal, Oak Leaf Cluster for his accomplishments on the Alabama Veterans Cemetery and the Greatest
Generation Memorial flights to Washington D C.
Outgoing secretary-treasurer Leroy McGaughy received
an engraved plaque for his tireless efforts in conducting
chapter business and 10 other members received the Alabama State SAR medal for their support of state SAR activities.
Posey installed the new officers and passed the gavel to
new chapter president Col. Jack Dwyer. Posey also presented the chapter with a flag streamer from the National
Society in recognition of its involvement in veterans affairs
and presented the coveted National Meritorious Service
medal and certificate of appreciation to Price Legg.
Dwyer gave a short talk on the oldest patriot at the Battle
of Concord. He was a 79-year-old freedom lover. Col.
Dwyer is an expert on the American Revolution, Civil War
and other historical events and enjoys speaking to other
organizations and groups about our American heritage when
time permits.
Posey gave a talk on “The Common American Soldier” in
the American Revolution. Our ancestors were a dedicated,
determined and very resourceful group of ordinary men who

challenged the greatest army in the world to gain our freedom. These warriors challenged us to stand firm by upholding the Constitution and Bill of Rights to insure freedom for
our children and grandchildren. Our challenge is not nearly
as challenging as what our ancestor patriots endured to gain
our freedom.
The February meeting at the Bass Pro Shop in Daphne
included the induction of two new members, Tom Montgomery and David Smithweck.
The chapter held discussions on the National Blue Star
Salute, a national tribute to the nation’s armed forces, which
will be held on May 18 at Battleship Park.
Donnie Barrett, executive director of the Fairhope Museum of History, was the featured speaker. His topic was
“Archeology of the forts at Spanish Fort.” He captivated
everyone present with his report of his excavations and limitless knowledge about the Spanish Fort area from the Spanish era, Civil War era, until present day.
Barrett has been directly involved in the preservation of
several historical sites which otherwise would have been
totally destroyed by bulldozers.
We all owe Mr. Barrett a huge debt of gratitude for his
personal commitment to preserving as many sites as he
could. One of the worst things that can happen to a nation is
to lose its history. Most people do not realize that Baldwin,
Mobile, Washington and Clarke counties have more history
than many other places in the United States.
Barrett was presented a certificate of appreciation after his
speech.
—Mike Glass
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Please submit your chapter’s news and events
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please take note of
the new e-mail address (timgaylesar@gmail.com) or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by June 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photo by Bruce Pickette

ALSSAR chapters receive flag streamers at NSSAR Spring Leadership meeting
NSSAR President General Steve Leishman presented awards to a pair of chapters for their support to the
Center for Advancing America’s Heritage in 2010. Accepting the awards in Louisville, Ky., were ALSSAR trustee David Billings, left, of the Tennessee Valley chapter, and ALSSAR genealogist Walter Stevenson, second from right, of the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter.

