We live in a world that loves to see how other people live.  


My parents are realtors SLIDE


so I heard about open houses 




that invaribly had just a bunch of neighbors coming to look, 




but no real qualified buyers.  


But this infatuation has only increased over time.  SLIDE


Starting in the mid-90s with MTV Cribs, 




where camera crews received tours of musicians mansions 





it hit another level.  SLIDE


Now there at least 17 shows that allow you to tour others houses 




including Property Brothers, 




Million Dollar Beach House, 




Fix or Flip, 





and House Hunters.  

As we see these houses 


at least two things are happening; 



we are imagining what it is like to live in such a place



 and trying to understand the people who live on 300 acres, 




have a 35 car garage, 




multiple pools, 




18 bedrooms, 




and no kids.  


But as creative as TV executive producers are, 



Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is nothing new under the sun.  

So today, 


we get to go on a tour of not just the biggest 


or most important room on earth, 



but the most important room in heaven and on earth.  

John is invited to tour the throne room of heaven.  SLIDE

If I had a million dollar budget to produce each sermon, 



I would have a video clip of what this room looked like.  

We would start at the throne, 


spin around to see someone is still on it, 



backout to see the rainbow encircling the throne.  



Pan out further to see the 24 other thrones with the elders on them.  


We would zoom in on one elder 



to see their white robes 



and the crowns of gold, 




then do a quick spin around the room 





to see each was wearing the same attire.  


Then we would turn back to the throne in the middle 



and see flashes of lightning 



and feel the thunder.  


From this angle 



we would notice the seven lamps blazing, 


then use a drone shot 



to rise up 



and see that it is not marble floor, 




but a sea before the throne, 





reflecting everything in the room like glass.  

All of this would give us an impression of magnificence, 


but as Jesus keeps saying throughout Revelation, SLIDE


“He who has an ear, 




let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

So what is the Spirit saying to us today by showing us this place?  SLIDE

Do we first hear that there is a door open in heaven?  



That is the fulfillment of the Messiah!  

Remember, SLIDE

we were kicked out of Eden 


and the door way was guarded by cherubim with flaming swords.  

But now the door is open 


because of Jesus' death and resurrection, 


so John is able to see what is going on inside the throne room.

I think we are well situated today 


to understand how big of a reality this is.  

I have never found myself so concerned with what is happening in Washington D.C. 


As I am at this period in history.  

For most of my life, 


it has been the majority of what happens in D.C. 



Does not affect my daily life.  


A similar approach to how most of us view heaven.



 “What God does in heaven 




isn't going to put food on the table 




or fix this relationship,” 





is an easy attitude to adopt.  

But imagine if we had full access 


and knew the Executive Orders of the Day.  SLIDE


Many of us would be billionaires ourselves at this point 




by being ahead of stock markets volatility.  



Buying and selling at the perfect times.  

We would know to book trains 


over airplanes 



before we were locked in to Newark airport.  SLIDE
Knowing what is happening 


allows us to plan out our lives so much easier.

So we need to hear 


what is happening in the throne room of heaven, 



so that we can plan out our lives fully aware.  

Jesus is showing John, 

so he can show us, 


and we can live out our lives accordingly.  

The first thing that John sees is a throne.  SLIDE

This is not a huge revelation to anyone today.  



The throne is a symbol of power and control.  




Atheists, pagans, 




microbiologists, physicists, 




and all religions say there is some sort of power 





controlling the world.  



Some might say the throne is empty, 




or that power has no order, 




or what ever else.  


But we tend to acknowledge that some sort of power and control 



is involved in the world, 




even if it is chance.

Jesus doesn't show John chance, SLIDE

but he show him someone.  

I read the headlines in the newspaper 


and it seems hard to believe that someone is on the throne.  

Yet that is what Jesus shows John, 


someone sitting on the throne.  

We are not waiting for someone to come, 


he has been there the whole time, 



someone is there now.  

Even more stunning, 


the someone is sitting on the throne.  

When we are feeling out of control, 


we are not sitting, 


we are standing, pacing, trying to figure out what to do.  


The scene shows us that is not the case for God, 



God is sitting, because he is in control.

Jasper and carnelian is not exactly how I have described any of my friends, 


so who might I describe this way.  SLIDE
The consistent part of the jasper stone 


is it is translucent 


or light can pass through it, 



but it still hides more than we can see, 


meaning there is mystery 



and more beyond what we can see.   

Carnelian is a redish brown color.  


The picture according to scholar George Beasley-Murray 



is intended to promote a sense of 




“beauty, majesty, and radiance.”  

A rainbow, 


resembling an emerald, 



encircling the throne 


is another image we have to sit with for awhile, 



because metaphors can't be taken literally, 




or we get in trouble.  SLIDE
We should immediately go to the story Grandma Shirley covered in Sunday School 


about Noah and the Ark.  

We should all know that the rainbow was put in the sky 


as a reminder that God would never destroy the world again in a flood.  



It shows God's mercy and faithfulness.  

It tells John 

and even us, 


it is safe to approach the throne, 



for there is mercy for those who are not worthy 



and that mercy will never go away.  

The throne is surrounded by a light that says, SLIDE

“If you are unholy, 



it is safe to come before the throne.”  


We all need to hear that.

Our twenty-four thrones 

with twenty-four elders 


is easier to hear with the use of math.  SLIDE
We know of the 12 disciples and the 12 tribes of Israel, 


but have not combined them prior to this.  

After Jesus, 


they are combined.  
All the thrones are occupied 


and all the occupants are seated.  

Again, 


they are not up running around, 



worrying if everything is going to be all right.  

They are trusting God fully to speak 


and make his will happen, SLIDE
which is why they are wearing the white clothes of purity 


and crown of gold 



that both the residents of Smyrna and Philadelphia had.  


The two churches who were faithful to Jesus 



in them midst of trial 



and threat of death.

While the throne is surrounded by a rainbow 


demonstrating mercy and faithfulness, 

the darker half of a rain storm, SLIDE

thunder and lightning 



also proceed from the throne.  

Thunder and lightning bring judgement.  


We see this with Moses on Mt. Sinai receiving the 10 Commandments.  

They show God's might 


and right to judge.  

Do you hear how this scene 


is helping us see the world in its true form? SLIDE
The church tends to either be surrounded by rainbows 


or thunder and lightning.  

Mercy or Judgement.  


Jesus is clearly showing us the full reality of God, 



that there is both mercy and judgement.  

So we need to hold both in tension.  


It is not mercy, 



if you have never been judged as lacking.  


Judgement can not exist without mercy, 



because who could pay the debt that we owe?  




Only God could, 




and he showed us mercy in paying the debt 





with the death of Jesus, 





instead of ours.  SLIDE
A healthy church would be open to all 


and be ready to respond to God's judgement for all 



with mercy.

In front of the throne 


are the seven spirits of God.  SLIDE
This is the third  


of four times John uses this phrase.  

Seven means complete.  


The fullness of God is before the throne 



and it is blazing.  

As we approach, 


we can expect to be tested and purified.  

This is hopefully what is happening 


as we are seeing the throne room for what is actually is, 



instead of what we want it to be.  

If the Spirit is really doing this, 


we should not be surprised SLIDE


that there is also a sea of glass that is perfectly clear.  

You may already know that the sea was thought to be an agent of Chaos. 


Many creation stories have the sea itself 



being a force to battle.  

We in Skagway know the conditions that require a glassy sea.  


All chaos needs to have ceased, 



no boats, 



no wind, 



no waves.  


For now the water is that way before the throne 



because chaos was defeated on the cross.  


When Jesus returns, 



the sea will no longer exist.  


But for now it remains 



and still has a role to play, 



but it is under the control of the Living God.

I can begin to understand how John left the four creatures until the end 


if I look at this picture.  SLIDE
The longer we look at the picture, 


we wonder how we did not see that at first.  

So it is with grace 


that we realize that John left the four living creatures to this point.  

Covering them with eyes 


is saying they see everything 


and they are watching.  

The four animals depicted 


are the mightiest of the created order.  



Lion for wild animals, 



ox for domesticated animals, 



man is a category somewhere between wild and domesticated, 



and eagle for birds.  


These creatures had six wings, 



making them particular seraphims 



or angels.  

As they watched how things were proceeding, 


they continually repeated the phrase, 



“Holy, holy, holy 




is the Lord God Almighty, 



who was, and is, 




and is to come.” 

These words 


and the response from the elders 



sound like a great church song.  

They were actually lines SLIDE

from the Imperial hymns sung to Caesar.  

Jesus is taking the lyrics of Rome 


and showing that those who actually see the world clearly, 



sing to a different audience.  

That is why we hear that the elders lay their crowns before the throne 


and respond with, 

““You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

and by your will they were created 

and have their being.” 

So knowing what is happening in the throne room, SLIDE

does it change how we respond in our everyday life?  

My hope would be yes.  

My hope would be that we would be aware of what is happening in D.C. 


And the world.  

But our response to what is happening 


needs to be based on what is happening in the throne room of heaven.  



That we are giving the glory to the one who removes chaos, 




instead of creates it.  



Worship the one who is both merciful and just 




out of love for his whole creation.  


Trust that as we are calling upon the seven Spirits of God in their fullness, 



we would have a pathway to stand before chaos




and change the world 



to push back against the ways of a world that stands against God.  

We will cover how we can defeat the world next week 


with the power of the Lion of Judah in chapter 5.  SLIDE
But be prepared for this lion to be different 


than we want it to be.
