As people who just walked through the rituals and sacrifices of Leviticus, 


I felt we should take a moment 



to frame that journey in the reality of this day, 



this Ash Wednesday, 


where we will repeat, 



“From dust you were made 



and to dust you will return.”  

We along with all the creatures of the land and sky 


were made from the dust of the earth. G2:19.  

We, these creatures, 


and certain of our creations like altar and earthen vessels 



are made up of this dust.  

We are in the terms of Leviticus, 


common.  

The way we are made 


is the same way God made all the other animals from the earth.  


They have the breath of life within them as do we.  

But there is a difference.  


That is the directness of the source 


and our purpose.  

In Genesis 2, 


God breathes his breath of life, 



his Nashamah Khah ee, 




directly into man's nostrils.  

Where as in Genesis 1, 


all living creatures are described as having 



Nephesh Khahee.  


This difference accounts for intellect 



and awareness of God that humans have v



erses the instinct that all animals have. 

Which matches with the Genesis 1 story 


of making Man in God's image.  

God would know about himself.  


So we, 



made in his image, 


would know about Yahweh.

All of this to say, 


we are like all other creatures on the earth 


and we are more than all the other creatures, 



or at least have the potential to be more.  

We were created for more, 


but I don't know how often we are corporately living into that more.  

I know I have room to grow individually.  

That more in Genesis 


is portrayed as “bearing God's image” 



and rule 




or Raw Daw 



over the other creatures and animals.  


Being stewards of the land 



and filling it full of life.  

This might be where we are missing our calling, 


the filling full of life part.

From Leviticus, 


we know we were missing that.  

So Yahweh gave us all of these offerings, 


rituals 


and ceremonies to enact, 

so that we remembered what brings life 


and what does not.  

We were called to enact these ceremonies because we, 


out of all the creatures of the earth, 



were called to live in proximity to eternal life.  

We walked in the garden with God.  


Other animals dwelled in the Garden.  

But only we walked with God in a relationship.  


After Adam and Eve failed to trust God 



and believe that his wisdom and word were enough, 




that choice brought death.  



That choice is death.

While God can not walk with us in our choice of death, 


he also did not cut his losses and move on.  

He gave us these rituals for us 


to use the knowledge of good and evil 



to tell the difference between something that brings life 



and something that brings death.  

When we are practicing that reality within our daily life, 


we soon start seeing life and death in all our actions.  



Sarcastic comments don't have the same zing, 



degrading comments show the weight they carry, 



mindless activities feel like a betrayal.  


At the same time 



we see life sprouted through encouraging comments, 



readily celebrate people's growth towards full lives, 



and start to see all kinds of places where growth is possible in our lives 




and our community.  


Hope abounds!

So on this first day of Lent, 


we have a choice to make, 



depending on where we are at in our walk with Jesus.  

Do we need to remove something 


that brings death into our life 

or add something 


that brings life to our life?  

The hope would be, 


that each day that you work to bring that new ritual into your life, 



it strengthens you ability to see life breaking in all around you 



while making clear where death is creeping into your life as well.

We began as dust, 


we will end as dust.  

But in between, 


God breathed his Spirit of Life into us 


and called us to something more.  

To bear his life giving image to the nations and creation.  

I encourage you to examine what practice you are undertaking this Lent 


and have a good discussion with God 



about how you are hoping this will allow you to see life all around you.  

In that conversation, 


God might provide more clarity about what is needed 



for the action to move from something you are doing 




because it sounds good 



and make it become something that really brings life 



or eliminates the growth of death in your life.  

Either way, it will help you bear God's image more clearly, 

which is all about life and vitality.  

May we be ever growing in that direction until the day we return to dust.
