
 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

   1 – Gabriel Schieber 

   2 – Angie Johnson 

   3 – Nick Reynolds 

        Nathan Bangert 

        Emma Showalter 

        Joe Baumann 

  4 – Madi Vanness 

  5 – Rev. Zachary Voss  

  7 – Christal Burns 

        Lydia Baumann 

  8 – Jean Morgan 

        Eva Schnabel 

  9 – Deb Behn  

12 – Amelia Brooks 

13 – Jonah Bollhagen 

14 – Ann Flickinger 

15 – James Hansen 

16 – Lukas Showalter 

19 – Greg Moore 

20 – Kendra Voss 

        Jordan Poock 

        Trey Barz 

        Mark Westhoff 

        Vicar Jacob Shepard 

21 – Troy Hansen 

        Isabell Akers 

22 – Jerry Wilske 

25 – Elijah Schieber 

        Luke Westhoff 

26 – Peter Bollhagen 

        Sarah Westhoff 

27 – Elijah Fink 

 

Anniversaries 

  1 – Arlynn & Julie Ahrens 

  16 – Cliff & Ruth Berghoefer 

  23 – Jamie & Jodi Patton 

28 – James & Kay Stahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 
Adam Akers, Chr. 

Bruce Harris 

Gary Sheppard 

Nathan Subbert 

 

Greeters 
Lynn & JoEllen Arends 

Kevin & Stephanie Behn 

Jamie & Jodi Patton 

Kay Sheppard 

 

Acolytes 
1 – Evan Waechter 

15 – Vivian Hansen 

An Elder or Usher will fill in on the other Sundays and 

midweek Lenten service. 

 
 

 ------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

The Monthly Communion 
Chapel service will be 

Wednesday, February 18th (Ash 
Wednesday) at 1:00 PM.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

                              Wednesday, February 4th at 2 PM 
 

Devotions/Bible Study: 
Beth Fink 
Hostess: 

Mary Hadley 
 

                              All ladies are invited!  

Esther 

Circle 

 

February 

2026 



Seeking Ushers and Greeters 
 

It is time for the March 
2026-February 2027 Usher 
and Greeter list to be 
updated.  The form is in your 
mailbox.  Please return it by 
Monday, February 16th.     

 

Please consider volunteering if you have never 
done so before or consider volunteering for two 
months out of the year. 
 

If you are currently an usher and/or greeter and do 
not return your form, you will be put on the same 
month as last year.  Thank you in advance! 
 
 
 

Remember our shut-ins 

with your prayers, cards,  

and visits… 
 

*Country View Nursing Facility:   
     Jennie Dellinger, Melba Muhlenbruch,  
     Dixie Schmitt 
*Franklin General Assisted Living:  
     Merlin Behn 
*Rehabilitation Center of Hampton:  
     Mardell Jorgensen, Kathy Jones 
*Leahy Grove: 
     Patty Rodemeyer  
*Apple Valley in Clear Lake: 
     Cliff & Ruth Berghoefer 
*Chandler Place in Minnesota: 
     Jean Morgan  
*At Home:   
     Jerry Meyer, Jim Stahl 
 

*Other members at home who may not be able to 
come to church. 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone 
who sponsored a Lutheran 
Hour Broadcast and/or 
Worship Broadcast this 
past year! 
 

Lent 
 

Lent begins with our Ash 
Wednesday service on February 
18th at 5:30 PM.  Then on 
Wednesday, February 25th we will 
begin our Lenten meals at 6:00 PM 
with services following at 7:00 PM.   
If your group or committee is able, 
please sign up for a Lenten meal! 
 
Pastor Bollhagen will be preparing daily Lenten 
devotions to air on KLMJ and our Facebook page. 
 
Vicar Linneman’s Lenten Series will begin on 
February 25th.  His Lenten Series will concentrate 
on our confirmation vows… 
 

“Even as a vicar, I have frequently encountered 
individuals who express a sense of disconnection 
from the vows they took during their confirmation. 
As time progresses, it is natural to forget these 
vows, become caught up in the prevailing 
convictions of the moment, and lose sight of the 
promises we made to uphold, even to our death. 
Therefore, in this Lenten series, I intend to explore 
the 5 vows that continue to bind us, regardless of 
whether your confirmation was 5 years ago or 50. 
Join us as we revisit our vows and discern their 
contemporary significance.  Join us as we reaffirm 
our commitment to our Lutheran Christian faith 
and recommit ourselves to upholding this truth in 
all aspects of our lives, even if we should be called 
to follow in the path of our crucified Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
 

From Vicar Linneman… 
 

The Sea of Galilee:  
The Sea That’s a Lake with Four Names 

 
If the title of this article confused you, that’s ok. 
That’s what I intended, because this strange little 
lake in the northern area of the Holy Land cannot 
seem to make up its mind about what it is.  It’s 
called a sea, but technically speaking it’s a lake, as 
it’s not connected to the ocean in any way.  And it 
goes by four names in the Bible:  the Sea of 



Chinneroth, the Lake of Gennesaret, the Sea of 
Tiberias, and the one we are all most familiar with, 
the Sea of Galilee.  And this little lake that’s seven 
and a half miles by thirteen miles at its widest and 
longest can whip up storms that rival those found 
even in the Atlantic Ocean.  
 

But this confusing little lake is exactly where Jesus 
sets up his headquarters for his early ministry.  It’s 
men that make their living on these waters that 
Jesus chooses to make his disciples, those being 
Andrew, Peter, James, and John.  And it’s these 
choices that Jesus makes that are perhaps even 
more confusing than the lake itself.  He chooses 
fishermen to be his students and assistants, not 
temple-trained teachers and synagogue-schooled 
scribes.  The Christ of God chooses to begin his 
ministry in the towns surrounding this lake, which 
lie on the border of the Gentile Decapolis.  This is 
why there is so much confusion surrounding this 
lake, because of the vast diversity of Jew and 
Gentile which called this region home.  
 

The disciples would practice their skills in the 
towns surrounding the Sea of Galilee, as Jesus 
sends them out to preach and to heal diseases.  
This strange lake and the diverse population that 
causes that strangeness would prove ideal for Jesus 
in training his disciples to minister to those who are 
just as normal, everyday people as the disciples 
themselves were.  To further prepare these men, 
Jesus works a miracle on this lake, where he calms 
the storm.  During one of the infamous Sea of 
Galilee storms, Jesus is awakened by terrified 
disciples, only to completely reverse the howling 
winds and stormy seas into a peaceful, calm lake. 
At a word, all became calm.  Jesus brought peace 
into the storm with a word, the very same Word 
that he would equip these fishermen with for their 
own ministry.  
 

But this ministry around the lake would not last. 
Eventually, Jesus would go to die on the cross, in 
such a fashion to make one wish for just a storm on 
a lake.  The disciples would witness their Lord 
crucified, killed, and buried, and fear that they, 
simple fishermen and not the Christ of God, would 
be next.  But Christ would not leave them here, he 
would return alive to his disciples, and he would 
meet them again in Galilee, just as he had 

promised.  He would meet Peter on these shores 
once more, and he would prepare him for a 
ministry that would extend far beyond the only 
world he’d ever known, far beyond the banks of 
this lake, into the very frontiers of the world.  If 
these fishermen were ever confused about the lake 
they called home, the world they would be heading 
into would be all the more confusing.  But just as 
Christ called them out of their vocations and 
calmed the storm around them, he would continue 
to provide for them in just the same way.  And that 
provision extends to you, today.  Christ lives also in 
you, and he goes with you into your life of faith, 
strengthening you and preparing you along the 
way.  He equips you with the same Word that 
calms storms, heals diseases, and comforts the 
troubled.  And he remains with you, no matter 
where or how Christ calls you to serve.  And while 
the places and people of Christ’s ministry might be 
confusing, his message of salvation for you never 
is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention Thrivent Members:  
  

The deadline to designate 
your 2025 Choice Dollars is 
March 31, 2026.  You may 
phone Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent 
Choice” at the prompt, call the Iowa Falls office at 
641-648-2067, or go online 
at https://thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  Please 
have your Member ID available.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thrivent.com/thriventcchoice


A Choir for Easter 
 
Easter Sunday is April 5th  with service at 8:30 AM. 
 
Can Trinity have a choir for Easter?  We can! 
Will Trinity have a choir for Easter?  You decide. 
  
Will you commit to 3 of 4 rehearsals? 
 March 11th 5:45-6:15 pm  Meal at 6:00 pm 
 March 18th 5:45-6:15 pm     “      “     “      “ 
 March 25th 5:45-6:15 pm     “      “     “      “ 
 April 2nd  (Maundy Thursday)  6:45-7:15  Church at 7:30 pm 
 
 
All are welcome! 
 I've never sung with the choir.  Give it a try – you'd be amazed at what God brings 
  as blessing when you are part of a choir.  And it's a pretty welcoming group. 
 I'm only in middle school / high school.  God blesses all ages who sing His praise.   
  We would love to have you! 
 I don't have the time – I'm busy!   
  That is why the commitment is only 3 of 4 practices.  We need to hear each 
  other to help us all learn the music.  But we also try to be respectful of those   
 with LOTS on their plate.   
  I don't sing very well.  It is always amazing how God can blend voices, given to Him 
  in love, into something beautiful.  Come, sing in thanks and praise to the One 
  who gives us all blessings! 
 I don't like to stand in front of people.  No worries!  We can put you in the back if 
  you're more comfortable there.  We want you to feel comfortable also. 
 But I have little ones!  Bring them along!  They learn by example and by being 
  present.  Their presence would be a gift to the choir. 
 
We will have a brief meeting to determine interest and commitment on Sunday February 22nd after worship 
service.  Bring your coffee and meet  by the south doors.  If you are unable to be present for the meeting, 
please let JoEllen know of your desire to join choir prior to the 22nd. 
 
Please consider using your voice for this brief, time-limited opportunity to sing praise to our God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Enjoy the word scramble on the next page.        
Turn in a completed and correct puzzle by February 

20th to be entered in a drawing for a prize  . 


