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“We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake,
so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.” 2 Corinthians 4:10-11

Dear faithful,

We celebrate the Holy Easter with the firm belief that through the mystery of the Resurrection of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the life of the Only Begotten Son would appear in us. As Paul,

the Apostle states, “while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that
the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.” 2 Corinthians 4:11

It’s part of the human vulnerable nature to strive for the divine, to carry at least a fleck of
holiness and thus, be purified. We feel the living presence of the Teacher within us and the
Christian urge to live creative lives.

Through the celebration of the Holy Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we delight with joy and
vivacity, for the dawn of the new life is upon us. For, if there was a time when we were carrying
around in our body the death of Jesus, now through the Resurrection of Christ we become the
“gold jar filled with manna.” To put it in simpler words, in the mystery of the Holy
Resurrection, we experience the entire circle of life from birth to death, and from death to
resurrection. Similarly, the history of our nation, who rose from the ashes like a phoenix, can be
compared to the Passion of Christ, culminating with Crucifixion and ultimately with
Resurrection. Indeed, the physical and spiritual salvation of our nation is vouchsafed through the
mystery of Christ’s Resurrection, in which we firmly believe like our ancestors who came before
us.

It does not really matter to us what the newspapers and the social media disseminate in terms of
moral values. We know the moral values that emanate from the teachings of Christ through the
Holy Scriptures. We know for sure that despite the anti-church propaganda and spiteful
intentions of preaching fake values, our people, more than ever, direly need spiritual nourishment
from the pure spring of truthfulness, found only in the bosom of the Mother Church.




We simply cannot live a wasteful life. Jesus saved us with His innocent blood so that we may
reject sin and live fruitful lives dedicated to His glory, the holy church, the well-being of
humanity, and to our Motherland Armenia. Only thus, we can preserve our national and

Christian identity in the face of all adversities. As the offspring of St. Vartan, we should live “for
Christ and for the Fatherland.”

Three years ago, in April of 2016, when the military troops of the sinister enemy tried to
penetrate through the borders of Artsakh, our brave soldiers confronted them and marched
toward their death so that we “may have life in us.” At their tender age, our selfless soldiers
sacrificed their lives and carried the death of Christ around their bodies, so that we may carry the
vision of the victoriously resurrected Armenia.

With the same ideology, the Armenian Diaspora tries to resists the challenges of today, often
times becoming an easy target for vicious attackers. Nevertheless, the Diaspora strives to educate
the coming generations with the love of Armenia and Etchmiadzin through its two venerable
institutions, namely the Armenian Church and the Armenian School.

Dear faithful,

On this Easter Sunday, we urge you to live your lives with the truths of the Holy Scriptures. May

this Easter serve as a spiritual call for awakening. Let us contemplate on the message of St. Paul

the Apostle that we quoted in the beginning of our sermon and remain steadfast in our ancestral
faith as the world goes through many temptations.

A few month ago, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians,
proclaimed 2019 as the year of the Armenian family. In our Diocese, we dedicated the year to
the Armenian literary heritage. Therefore, we should join forces in illuminating the lives of the

Armenian people with the spiritual light that radiates from the rich treasury of our sacred
heritage — one family at a time. If we succeed in this, we would carry the life of Christ and the
mystery of His Holy Resurrection within us. Every word that comes out of our mouths, every

step we take, and every thought we cogitate should reflect the uncompromising faith of our
forefathers and martyrs.

Inspired by Holy Easter, let us instill the love and power of prayer in the lives of our children so
that they may feel the strong faith of the Armenian nation and commit their lives to the
Motherland and the prosperity of the Christian faith.

Inspired by Holy Easter, our nation is walking through the paths of Resurrection.

Christ is risen from the dead.
Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ.

Easter 2019
Burbank, CA
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Parish Notes

ALTAR CANDLE OIL DONORS
e April 21 — Ed and Georgia Davidian

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
oApril 14 — Jerry and Julie Poochigian
eApril 21 - ACYO
e April 21 — Ed and Georgia Davidian

Ladies Society and Clergy meet for
Diocesan Assembly on Thursday, May 2,
2019 at St. Garabed Armenian Apostolic
Church in Rancho Mirage, California.
Diocesan Assembly will be held on May 3
& 4, 2019 also at St. Garabed in Rancho
Mirage.

EASTER LILY DONATIONS
o Jerry and Julie Poochigian
eMyron and Debbie Sheklian
e Jim and Bea Soxman

Thank you to the Ways and Means
Committee for the Palm Sunday Bake Sale
and to all the parishioners who supported
this program.

Ladies Society will be sponsoring
fellowship on Sunday, May 5, 2019 after
Divine Liturgy in the Majarian Hall.
Sunday School meets on May 12" and May
26™. Sunday School students will be
handing out flowers to all mothers on May
2" Sunday School Commencement
Celebration will be held on Sunday, May
26, 2019. Fellowship to follow after
church services. Sunday School will
resume Sunday, September 8, 2019.

2019 Easter Luncheon again was
sponsored by ACYO. We would like to
thank the parents who so generously
helped out in every phase of the luncheon.

At the close of the Divine Liturgy on
Mother’s Day, Sunday May 12, 2019 a
general Requiem Service/Hokehankist will
be conducted in memory of all the deceased
mothers’ of our parish.

A special service was held on Sunday,
April 28, 2019 after Divine Liturgy for the
Armenian Genocide Saints at the Genocide
Monument. Fellowship followed,
sponsored by Faith of Zion.

The 42" Annual Armenian Food Festival will
be held on Thursday, May 16, 2019 at the
Visalia Elks Lodge. (See flyer)

5™ Annual Casino Night
The Ways & Means Committee sponsored
its 5™ Annual Casino Night on Saturday,
April 27. Attendance was down from the
past events, but those who attended had a
Jun-filled evening. A terrific mezza was
served, and the usual gaming tables, as
well as bingo, were crowded with
enthusiastic participants (all winners one
way or another). Prizes were won at the
end of the evening through “tricky tray”
drawings. The Committee thanks all those
who donated to the event, and those who
attended.

Parish Council will be sponsoring
fellowship on Sunday, May 19, 2019 after
Divine Liturgy in the Majarian Hall.

ACYO meeting will be held on Sunday,
May 19, 2019 at church.

GRADUATION season is here once again.
We would like to acknowledge our
graduates in the June 2019 issue of
YETTEM. Accordingly, you are asked to
submit the names, pertinent information
and a photo to sonya@stmaryyettem.org or
call the church office at (559) 528-6892 no
later than Friday, May 21, 2019.

Parish Council meeting will be held on
Thursday May 23, 2019 in the Majarian
Hall at 7:00 p.m.




ACYO Sports Weekend will be held on
May 24, 25 & 26, 2019 at Clovis North
High School, 2770 E. International Ave.,
Fresno, CA 93730.

Armenian Language classes are still
available for our parishioners. If you are
interested, please contact the church office
at (559) 528-6892 or Fr. Zaven at (818)
644-9398.

REMINDER

If you have not sent in your 2019 Annual
Stewardship Pledge and Voting Member
Application, please do so as soon as
possible. If you need a form, call the
church office at (559) 528-6892.

The “Armenian Genocide Survivors and
Heroes” book can be purchased for $40 at
the St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church
Office. Copies can be mailed for an
additional cost. Call the church office at
(559) 528-6892 for details.

The St. Mary Armenian Church webpage
at www.stmaryyettem.org includes archived
copies of church bulletins, pictures from
events, a current church calendar, and an
improved LIVE Camera System. View
services on any desktop, laptop, or tablet!

ACYO is selling Reusable Bags for $5
each, St. Mary Yettem Hats for $12 each
and Yettem shirts for $10 each. Please see
any ACYO member for questions or to
purchase.

ST. MARY MEMORIAL WALL

There is room for 40 new names to be
added to the Memorial Wall Column on the
south wall. The cost for each name is
$200. Order forms are available in the
church office or at the desk as you enter
the church. If you wish to participate, or
have questions concerning the Memorial
Wall, call Jim Soxman at

(559) 733-8741 or (559) 936-2227.

Jim Soxman, Ways and Means Chairman

PAYPAL
You may access PayPal through the St.
Mary Yettem web-site
(www.stmaryyettem.org) and click on the
“Donation” button on the bottom of the
Home Page. You may donate for General
Donations, Yughakins, Pledges,
Membership Dues, In Lieu of Flowers, or
pay for Altar Flowers you have ordered on
behalf of the Church.

To St. Mary Parishioners: The Parish
Council would like to invite any
parishioner who may have concerns or
questions with anything dealing with
Church affairs. The Parish Council
meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month. To be placed on the agenda of
the meeting, please contact Der Zaven at
(818) 644-9398 or Bea Soxman Parish
Council Chairperson at (559) 623-2390

COOKBOOK

By popular demand, a second edition of the
“Treasured Recipes from the Garden of
Eden” has been made available. If you are
interested in purchasing a copy, call the
church office at (559) 528-6892 or Debbie
Sheklian at (559) 733-4417. The cost of
the cookbook is $30 or $30 plus shipping if
mailed.

To St. Mary Parishioners: If you know of
anyone ill or in the hospital, please call
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan at the Church
Office (559) 528-6892 or his cell (818) 644-
9398. St. Mary Armenian Apostolic
church office hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, from

9:30 -2:30.

If you wish to place any information in
the monthly Bulletin, please notify the
church office by the 20™ of month.




St. Mary Armenian Church, Yettem

May 2019

2 Ladies Somety and
Clergy meet for 92nd
Diocesan Assembly at St.
Garabed in Rancho
Mirage

3 92n Diocesan
Assembly at St. Garabed
in Rancho Mirage

4 927 Diocesan
Assembly at St.
Garabed in Rancho
Mirage

and their end of the year
celebration. Fellowship to
follow after church
services.

ACYO Sports Weekend

Ascension of Christ

5 Sunday of the World (6 7 8 9 10 11
Church

(Green Sunday)

Fellowship/Ladies Society

12 Red Sunday 13 14 15 16 Food Festival atthe (17 18
Mother’s Day Visalia Elks Lodge

Sunday School meets + 11:00 am to 2:00 pm

SS to hand out flowers to 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm

all Mothers

19 Apparition of the |20 21 22 23 Parish Council 24 ACYO Sports 25 ACYO Sports
Holy Cross meeting in the Majarian  [Weekend Weekend
Fellowship/Parish Council Hall at 7:00 pm

ACYO meeting at church

26 Sunday School meets [27 Memorial Day 28 29 30 31

Sunday Schedule:
Morning Service (Matins) 9:45 AM
Divine Liturgy —10:30 AM

Father Zaven can be reached at:
559-528-6892 - Office

559-528-6897 - FAX
818-644-9398 - Cell




St. Many rbmenian #postolic Chunch

Easter Yughakin
2019

Agajanian, Melvin & Regina
Ananian, Bryan and Terry
Ananian, Charlie and Elizabeth
Ananian, Serge and Judith

Borba, Alan and Phyllis

Crowder, Evelyn Boudakian
Davidian, Charlie and Christina A.
Davidian, Edward and Georgia Ann
Davidian, Greg and Margie
Davidian, Margie L

Ekizian, Mike and Lesta
Enfiedjian, Sarkis and Hasmik
Farsakian, Larry R. DDS & Wendy
Garoian, Gerard and Sylvia
Gomes, John & Janet
Groefsema, Bruce and Gail
Hagopian, Richard and Geraldine
Hebesha, Madlien N.

Jendian, Dcn. Allan & Rosemary
Kaprielian, John Ara & Sharon
Kizirian, Abe and Sandra

Krause, David & Lisa

Krikorian, Gary and Nancy
Margosian, George and Rose Marie
Menendian, Mari Louise

Nunes, Richard and Joyce
Parton, Blanche and Edward
Peters, Darrell and Tina
Poochigian, Jerry and Julie
Safrazian, Richard and Lillian
Shapazian, Jerry

Sheklian, Carolyn K.

Sheklian, Joann

Skaff, Judy and Mike

Soxman, James and Beatrice
Toukdarian, Alice and Aresa
Zakarian, Archie and Kathy
Zerounian, Marilyn

Total Easter Yughakin $2,345.00



St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem

42" ANNUAL

ARMENIAN
FOOD FESTIVAL 2019

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019

VISALIA ELKS LODGE
(3100 W. Main — just east of County Center Dr.)

- MENU -

LULU KEBAB or CHICKEN KEBAB
RICE PILAF SALAD
BEVERAGE BOURMA
PEDA BREAD

Donation $15.00
Per Person

Luncheon from 11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Dinner from 5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

DINE IN or DRIVE THRU TAKE-OUT




GRADUATE:
Anissa Eve Adamo is the daughter of Nina Pires, granddaughter of

Brenda (Shuklian) Valdivieso and Carlos Valdivieso and great
granddaughter of the late Harry and Virginia Shuklian. Anissa will
graduate from La Joya Middle School in Visalia on June 7, 2019. Anissa
will be in the Media Arts Program at El Diamonte High School.




Levon (Kailemdjian) Roupenian
Farewell My Mountain
Memoirs of a survivor of the Armenian Genocide

Levon (Kailemdjian) Roupenian'

Farewell My
Mountain

Memoirs of a surviver of the

The Armenian Genocide }

Taking place during one of the darkest chapters in recent history, Farewell My Mountain is
Levon Roupenian’s story of courage and survival amid the turmoil and devastation of the
Armenian Genocide. Against daunting odds, he braves the Turkish onslaught; the life-
sapping, forced trek across the blistering Syrian Desert; and years of enslavement by his
oppressors, to forge ahead, relentlessly, in pursuit of a singular objective: FREEDOM! -
Freedom in a promised land of unlimited opportunity for all: AMERICA!

Farewell My Mountain is Levon’s story - from Chomakhlou to Yettem. While it is
Levon’s story, those with Chomakhlou roots - and all Armenians - can relate to the happy,
tragic, and triumphant life that Levon and all survivors created in America for their next
generations.

This book about Levon’s life, written by his nephew Dr. John Farsakian, is being
made available to the community of St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem at a price of
$25.00. With each book sold, a $10.00 donation will be made to St. Mary in the name of
Levon Roupenian and his family.

Anyone interested in purchasing Farewell My Mountain can contact Alan Farsakian:
559-284-0871 or sarsakh@sbcglobal.net













2019 ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION CENTRAL
CALIFORNIA
WEDNSDAY, APRIL 24, 2019
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Feast of Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ

The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord on the fortieth day following the
Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Savior Jesus Christ.
Following His Resurrection and defeat of death, Christ remained on earth for forty days, and continued to
appear to His disciples. On X T the fortieth day, Christ is
seen by His disciples for the F ' -ﬁ o 3 2 last time. He blesses them
and leaves them with j - instructions, after which He
ascends into heaven. p 3

Two of the Gospel writers, i Pl » St. Mark and St. Luke,

testify about Christ’s e ' . il ascension. There is also an
account of it in the Acts of ; o 3 o the Apostles.

Following a final meeting of B Pk (@] N Christ with the eleven
remaining apostles, St. Mark — writes, “So then, after the
Lord had spoken unto them, = ALY . he was received up into

heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.” (Mark 16:19)

St. Luke gives a little greater detail as he writes, “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted
up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them,
and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were
continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” (Luke 24: 50-53)

But by far the most beautiful account of the Ascension can be found in the Book of Acts: “And when he
had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white
apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11)

The hymn that is sung in the Armenian Church on Ascension Day mentions the miraculous event of
Christ’s Ascension into heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles.
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