32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
November 6/7, 2021
OBEDIENCE AND TRUST
Last week, we heard that we are to give our all to God and our neighbor.
Today, we hear about how two widows expressed that in their lives. They
were moved by obedience and trust in the prophet, and what God can do.
Their actions also echoed the message which says that “with God all things
are possible”; when Mary was wondering how She was going to conceive
without knowing a man, the angel told Her: “With God all things are possible,
(Lk.1:37)”. This message was repeated by Jesus to His disciples when they
expressed astonishment about the difficulty for the rich to go to heaven,
(Mk.10:23-27).
At the time of King Ahab, there was no rain for more than two years, and
there was famine in the land, so Elijah moved to Zarephath where he met a
widow gathering sticks. He asked her for water to drink and to get something
for him to eat. When the woman told him that she had little flour and oil for
herself and her son, Elijah told her not to fear, but to trust in the word of God
which said that the jar of meal and the pot of oil would not fail until the Lord
sent rain on the earth. Even though the woman was a Gentile, she obeyed
Elijah, and trusted in his God. She was ready to share the little she had with
a stranger, and through her generosity, God blessed her. She had enough
to eat till the end of the drought.
The widow talked about in the gospel also trusted in God and put in all that
she had, even though what she put in the treasury could buy practically
nothing. She gave generously, and from her heart. Her action was not
different from that of the widow from Zarephath. Their actions were different
from that of the Pharisees who devoured widows’ houses.
There were some people who also meeting Jesus offered their property to
the people; examples are Zacchaeus (Lk.19:8), and Barnabas, (Acts 4:37).
Zacchaeus gave half of his property to the poor, and Barnabas sold his land
and gave the proceeds to the community of believers.
St. Paul reminded the Corinthians how generous Jesus was; he told them:
“You are well aware of the generosity which our Lord Jesus Christ had, that,
although He was rich, He became poor for your sake, so that you should

become rich through His poverty,” (2Cor.8:9), Jesus will appear the second
time not to take away sin, but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await
Him, as we heard in the second reading. Who are those preparing to meet
Him, and how can one prepare for His coming?
The two poor widows teach us some lessons. They teach us about
obedience of faith and trust in God. They also teach us generous giving
without fear. They remind us of the song of the Psalmist: “It is the Lord who
gives bread to the hungry, the Lord who sets the prisoner free. The Lord who
protects the stranger. The Lord upholds the widow and the orphan but
thwarts the path of the wicked”. So, God is a great provider of everything.
Again, St. Paul advised the believers in Corinth about generosity, thus: “Each
one should give as much as he has decided, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver,” (2Cor.9:7).
How do we accept and treat strangers? This is how the author of Hebrews
responded: “Continue to love each other like brothers, and remember always
to welcome strangers, for by doing this, some people have entertained
angels without knowing it,” (Heb.13:1). Do I trust in God that He will provide
for whatever I need, and so I am eager to be generous and kind? Am I
generous and kind to my family and friends, my society, my Church, and the
nation? It is not the amount you will give, whether material things or
immaterial things, which matters, but giving from the heart.
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sent rain on the earth. Even though the woman was a Gentile, she obeyed
Elijah, and trusted in his God. She was ready to share the little she had with
a stranger, and through her generosity, God blessed her. She had enough
to eat till the end of the drought.
The widow talked about in the gospel also trusted in God and put in all that
she had, even though what she put in the treasury could buy practically
nothing. She gave generously, and from her heart. Her action was not
different from that of the widow from Zarephath. Their actions were different
from that of the Pharisees who devoured widows’ houses.
There were some people who also meeting Jesus offered their property to
the people; examples are Zacchaeus (Lk.19:8), and Barnabas, (Acts 4:37).
Zacchaeus gave half of his property to the poor, and Barnabas sold his land
and gave the proceeds to the community of believers.
St. Paul reminded the Corinthians how generous Jesus was; he told them:
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become rich through His poverty,” (2Cor.8:9), Jesus will appear the second
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