You can’t turn on the TV or read the news without hearing about
how divided our country is right now. It’s discouraging. And while
our church family surely has a wide variety of opinions and
viewpoints, it is more important to highlight that we, as a family of
faith, are united in our commitment to be disciples of Jesus in the
world today.
The following statement aptly describes our congregation. It was
written to help newcomers understand who we are. Approved in
the fall of 2015, this statement can be found on the “About Us”
page of our church website.
Charlton is a family of faith that is proud to be part of The
United Methodist Church. We do our best to live up to our
denomination’s motto of “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open
Doors.”, as we believe it is a worthy challenge for any
church to achieve.

The Charlton Chimes
IN THIS ISSUE

Like all of God’s creation, we are a diverse community. We
are just like you. We are people of faith and people who
are questioning. We are people from many faith traditions.
We are men and women, young and old. We are single,
married, divorced, separated and partnered. We are
conservative and progressive, red and blue and every shade
in between. But in spite of our differences, we respect and
support one another. For we are a people UNITED by our
love for God and a desire to worship, study, serve and
fellowship with one another.
Our motto at Charlton Church is “Where Faith Meets Life”
as we strive to live authentic, grace-filled lives. Our
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world, proclaiming the good news of
God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love
God and our neighbor in all that we do.
It is our hope and prayer that this statement can be a witness to
our community that we, a family of faith known as Charlton Church,
can work and worship together despite our differences and be
united in our commitment to be disciples of Jesus Christ in the
world today.
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From the Pastor ...
Fall is a season that reminds us of endings once green and healthy leaves change
color, die, and drop from their branches. The glory of summer is far gone as the
days get shorter and the cold creeps in. There is nothing we can do to stop fall
leading us into the harshness of winter; thankfully there is football to numb the
pain.
Peter quotes Isaiah in 1 Peter 1:24-25 and says, “All people are like grass, and all
their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of the Lord endures forever.” People have endings like the grass
and flowers in fall. Our bodies wear out and break down. They fall and fail us. Even the most powerful people
wither in time. Yet, the Word of the Lord endures forever. I take great comfort in knowing that people and
kingdoms rise and fall, while God’s truth and promises remain steadfast forever.
God’s Eternal Word can dwell in us. Paul writes in Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.” For something to ‘dwell in’ means for it to reside or live within something.
Paul wants us to allow God’s word to ‘live’ in our hearts. When God’s love, hope, and direction lives in us it changes
us, it becomes us.
Here is the good news, because the Word of God endures forever and can dwell in us; we too can have a new life
that will last forever. Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:23, “For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly
end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.” Yes, the grass of the
field withers in the fall and so do we wither away over the years. However, when God’s Eternal Word dwell in us,
we will be born again to a new life that lasts forever. So, as the fall comes and the green things wither and die;
have hope because of God’s word dwelling in you; you have a new life and eternal life in God that lasts forever.

Pastor Les

WORSHIP


CHARLTON LIVE

Our regular Sunday morning schedule
resumes Sunday, September 8

Are you traveling or home sick
and not able to be at worship?
Worship with us online!

SCHEDULE
8:30 am — Sanctuary Worship
9:40 am — Growth Hour

Like our Facebook page:
www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch

11:00 am — Sanctuary Worship
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September Theme: Christians and Conflict
Conflict is inevitable. Where there are people there is conflict. As Christians we are called to be peacemakers in a
world full of conflict, some of which we are responsible. We will seek to understand the nature of conflict and how
to best handle conflict in our lives.
Sunday, September 8 :: Seeking Forgiveness and Reconciliation :: Matthew 18:21-22 / Matthew 18:15-20
We are called to forgiveness and reconciliation in the scriptures. However, only forgiveness is a necessity. We will
look to better understand forgiveness and reconciliation and find a way to apply them to our lives.
Sunday, September 15 :: Being a Peacemaker :: Matthew 5:9 / Romans 12:9-21
The biblical call to be a “peacemaker” is crystal clear. In every aspect of our lives we are to live
and peace and make peace with others. We all want peace, so it should be easy? Being a
peacemaker takes humility, broad shoulders, and an eye to the most important things
of life. We will be challenged to be peacemakers.
Sunday, September 22 :: Dealing with Conflict ::
James 4:1-6/Philippians 2:1-8

We will look at the best ways to deal with conflict in our lives. Conflict
happens; it can ruin people and relationships. We will better equip ourselves
to deal with conflict.
Sunday, September 29 :: Living in a Culture of Conflict ::
There is no avoiding the conflict in our world. We can feel powerless before
the conflict. Even our prayers don’t seem like enough to help. How we
participate in the conflict is important. We want to build others up and
encourage others to do likewise.

October Theme: The Adventures of Jesus
The book of Mark is an action packed story of Jesus’ life. We will study this great book of
the Bible in depth and be challenged to believe and live more faithfully for Jesus.
Sunday, October 6 :: Getting to Know Jesus :: Mark 1-4 / Mark 4:35-41
As we begin our reading of the book of Mark, Jesus is introduced to us in intentional ways. Mark helps us know
who Jesus is through stories of his teachings, miracles, and power on display. These chapters of Mark will help us
better know Jesus even today. We will share the sacrament on this World Communion Sunday.
Sunday, October 13 :: Understanding Jesus’ Purpose :: Mark 5-8 / Mark 8:31-33
These chapters of Mark’s gospel help us know Jesus purpose. Jesus’ purpose is to proclaim that the kingdom of
God has come and to offer his life as a sacrifice. These chapters of Mark will help us better know Jesus purpose
today.
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Sunday, October 20 :: Seeing the Kingdom of God :: Mark 9-12 / Mark 12:28:34
Mark seeks to clarify what it means to be part of the Kingdom of God in these chapters. Differences are drawn
between the kingdoms of this world and God’s kingdom, and a choice is given as to which Kingdom to follow. These
chapters of Mark will help us better see the Kingdom of God today.
Sunday, October 27 :: Believing in the Son of God :: Mark 13-16 / Mark 15:33-39
The grand conclusion to the book of Mark calls for a choice to be made. We are to believe that Jesus is truly the
Son of God. Today we are faced with the same choice. Will you believe? These chapters of Mark will help
strengthen our belief in Jesus.

November Theme: Experiencing God
As we go through life, we will experience God in many and varied ways. During
November, we will look at 4 different ways that people experience God.
Sunday, November 3 :: All Saints Sunday
As we remember all the saints of the church who have died, we will also
consider how God comforts those who grieve and mourn the loss of loved ones.
Everyone is also invited to join us during the Growth Hour for a Forum on Grief
Support with Pastor Dann Caldwell.
Sunday, November 10 :: Providence of God ::
Matthew 10:29 / Genesis 22:6-14
Providence is not just a capital city, it is a theological term that helps us to better
know our God. Providence is God’s gracious act of seeing the future and providing
for His children. We will learn more about this term and look at ways to better give
thanks for God’s providence in our lives.
Sunday, November 17 :: Addiction :: Ephesians 5:18 / Romans 5:1-5
People can be addicted to many things. Some addictions overtake a person while others control aspects of our
lives. We will seek to understand addiction and look at ways to support addicts in our community. We will also look
to break the chains of addiction in our own lives.
Sunday, November 24 :: Building our Ebenezer :: 1 Samuel 7:1-15 / Proverbs 3:1-6
Samuel built an Ebenezer to celebrate with the people how God had been with them. We will look at the story of
the raising of the first Ebenezer. We will also focus on the things we are thankful for this year where God has been
with us. As part of the service we will raise our own Ebenezer. This is also Harvest Home Sunday. All church
members are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items that will be shared with the families of Giving Grace
ministries.
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NEXT STEPS AFTER THE SERMON

WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR?

LESSONS FROM THE SHORE

The simple faith of Mr. Rogers was the focus for our
worship in June and July. Fred Rogers may have had a
‘simple’ faith, but it was quite profound.

During August, we turned our attention to the beach to
remind us of our relationship with God. The beach is a
great place to wonder at the beauty of God’s creation.
The next time you’re taking a walk in the sand, think
about the poem “Footprints in the Sand”. Think about
those times in your life that were too difficult for you to
walk alone. Give thanks that God has always been there
with you, ready to carry you when things got too difficult.
Let us also remember to open our eyes to the world
around us, so that we might also make ourselves available
to help those around us who may need our help.

At the core of his faith was the command to love one’s
neighbor as yourself. But in order to do that, you have to
start by loving yourself. Remember that you are ‘fearfully
and wonderfully made’. (Psalm 139:14) Regardless of
what the world may say, you are the beloved and
cherished child of God.
Mr. Rogers also felt that we too often got caught up in the
noise of the world around us. He felt it was important to
slow down and be still, just as Elijah learned when he
encountered God on the mountain. (1 Kings 19:12)

And the next time you’re looking for sea shells along the
sea shore, ponder how that might describe your
relationship with God. Are you looking for the big shells,
those “mountaintop experiences” in life that are a quick
fix for your daily life? Or are you looking for the remnants
of shells left in the sand; just like many people search for
God in all the wrong places? Or are you one of those
people who will go wading in the water, ready to find
shells before they’re washed up on shore; are you ready
to dive into God’s Word and into living your life to the
fullest as a disciple of Jesus?

Once we have learned to be still in the presence of God,
and to know without a doubt that we are loved by God,
we are then ready to reach out and to love our neighbors.
This is a lesson we’ve heard a thousand times since our
childhood. But our journey through life has hardened us
from the simplicity of this commandment.
God wants nothing more than for each of us to see our
common humanity in others … to find God within
everyone we meet. For it is then that we can truly begin
to love others as we love ourselves … even if that means
love those who make us uncomfortable.

Lastly, don’t forget Jesus’ reminder that we are “the light
of the world” (Matthew 5:14) As Christians, we are to be a
lighthouse, allowing God to use us as a reflection of the
light of Christ to the dark world we live in. Once again,
this is a scripture we have heard many, many times. But it
is one we should continually be reminded of. We need to
remember that we need to be a reflection of Christ in
every circumstance … in the car when we’ve been cut off,
in the waiting room when we’re beginning to get
impatient, when we see someone in need … for it’s in
those times we need to let our lives be a light for all the
world to see.

And finally, one of the greatest life lessons we can learn
from Mr. Rogers is that we don’t have to be anyone but
ourselves to share the gospel with others. The way we live
our lives, the way we interact with others, the way we
love others are the best ways that we can preach the
good news. Remember, ‘they’ll know we are Christians
by our love’!
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fall small groups
LIFE IS BETTER TOGETHER

BIBLE STUDY w/PASTOR LES
Pastor Les invites you to join him for a four week Bible Study on the book of Mark that is a
companion to our “Journey With Mark” sermon series in September. The Bible study will meet
in September on Sunday mornings during the Growth Hour and on Tuesday mornings at 10 am.

LATTE & LAUGHTER
All ladies of Charlton and their friends are invited to join us for a light refreshment, a time of
fellowship and a variety of inspirational DVD’s by encouraging Christian women such as Patsy
Clairmont, Marilyn Meberg, Luci Swindoll, Sheila Walsh, Liz Curtis Higgs, and Chonda Pierce.
We will meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 10 am.

HOT TOPIX DINNER DISCUSSION
Chuck Kaufmann and other Charlton family members invite you to join them for a monthly
gathering at a local restaurant where we discuss what “hot topics” are in the news and share
our perspectives with one another and how these issues affect our lives. The group meets on
the second Thursday of each month at 6pm. The location will be announced to those who sign
up on their Sunday morning Connection Card.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Whether you’re new to Charlton or have been attending for a while, you’re invited to join
Pastor Les for a New Member Class during the Growth Hour on Sundays, September 15 and 22.
You can sign up on your Sunday morning Connection Card, or call the church office.
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FINDING OUR WAY FORWARD

Over the past year, we have been highlighting all that has been transpiring within The United Methodist Church. In this
issue of The Chimes newsletter, we’d like to provide a brief history, update you on what has been happening these last
few months, and give you a look at what might be coming down the road in the next year.

General Conference, May 2016
After many years of disagreement on how to deal with matters of sexuality, the General Conference looked to the Council
of Bishops to provide leadership on this issue. The Council then proposed that a “Commission on a Way Forward” be

formed to find a way to move into the future as a UNITED church. The General Conference approved the proposal.

September 2016 – February 2018
The Commission on a Way Forward, comprised of a diverse group of bishops, clergy and lay persons, met and created a
proposal of 3 possible structures: The Traditional Plan, The Connectional Conference Plan, and The One Church Plan. The
Council on Bishops then chose The One Church Plan as their suggested model for the future. In April of 2017, the Council
of Bishops called for a special session of the General Conference to receive their report and was set for February 2019.

October 2018
The Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church met to review the three proposals of the Commission on a Way
Forward. With too many issues, they did not rule on The Connectional Conference Plan. Some of The One Church Plan
was ruled unconstitutional, while much of The Traditional Plan was ruled unconstitutional and not in line with our Book
of Discipline.
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Special Session of The General Conference, February 2019
This gathering of over 800 delegates from around the world met to discuss the plans put forward by the Commission on a
Way Forward. Amendments were presented for The One Church Plan and The Traditional Plan, in response to the ruling
of the Judicial Council in October 2018. The One Church Plan, which was supported by the majority of the Council of
Bishops, was rejected. The Traditional Plan, which restricts churches from holding same sex marriages and bans LGTBQ
persons from being ordained, was adopted by a vote of 438 to 384. A disaffiliation plan, sometimes called an “exit plan,”
was also passed. This provides guidelines for congregations who wish to leave The United Methodist Church “for reasons
of conscience” regarding issues of human sexuality.
As it stands, The Traditional Plan goes into effect on January 1, 2020. And while that “settles” the issue for some, for
many others it has raised a lot of questions. One of the most-asked questions has been “If the UMC has held a similar
stance on these issues since our inception, why are people surprised that the Traditional Plan passed?” While there are
many ways to answer this question, here is one basic response:
Going into this Special Session of the General Conference, there seemed to be a perspective that this issue had divided
our church into two camps. On one side you had conservatives (which represents about 40% of the American church) and
the representatives of the African and Asian churches. On the other side you had the progressives (which represents
about 60% of the American church) and the representatives of the European churches. Those two camps were pretty
equal in size. But three additional factors needed to be included: first is the fact that the Council of Bishops
recommended the One Church Plan; second is the fact that a good number of “centrists” (persons who tend to be more
conservative) desired to move forward as one church with the progressives; and third, the African bishops put forth a
statement in support of The One Church Plan. Those three factors seemed to tip the scale in favor of the One Church
Plan. Therefore, when the Traditional Plan passed, it did take some people by surprise.
This leads to an important question. Why did the African delegation vote for the Traditional Plan when their bishops
supported the One Church Plan? There are surely many answers to that question, but one representative from an African
church shared that he and several of his colleagues supported the One Church Plan, but knew that they could not vote for
it because doing so would literally put their lives at risk. They were literally in fear of being executed for supporting a
church that was inclusive of LGTB persons because they live in a country where homosexuality is punishable by death.
Think about that for a moment. This issue is so much bigger than what many of us would like to think.

Post General Conference Actions and Conversations
There has been quite an uprising around the world since the adoption of the Traditional Plan. One of the first to take
action was the Methodist Church in Germany, who quickly and strongly took action by stating they would stand in
defiance of the Traditional Plan. A few other European conferences followed suit.
During the Annual Conference season this year, several conferences also stood in defiance by ordaining openly gay and
lesbian pastors. Several Boards of Ordained Ministry from around the US have also stated that they would not bar LGTB
persons from going through the ordination process. Since the adoption of the Traditional Plan, over 900 churches have
declared themselves “Reconciling Churches”, part of the Reconciling Ministry Network which works for the full inclusion
of LGTB persons in the life of the church. And an entire confirmation class publicly took a stand and read a statement to
their congregation that they would not join a church that practiced discrimination.

Post General Conference Investigation
An investigation has discovered improper voting at the recent General Conference. They have been able to confirm that
at least 4 votes were improperly cast using credentials of individuals from African countries who did not attend the
General Conference because they could not secure the appropriate visas to travel. While this does not change the vote
supporting the Traditional Plan, it does invalidate the vote on the disaffiliation plan.
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Post General Conference Actions and Conversations
Over the last several months several grass roots organizations have formed or focused their efforts on conversations
concerning the future of The United Methodist Church. Some of those include:
Renewal and Reform Coalition (Wesleyan Covenant Association/Good News/Confessing Movement/Institute of Religion
and Democracy) - Focused on either bringing legislation to strengthen traditional plan or negotiate a dissolution of the
UMC at GC 2020 with two new entities being created.
UMCNext - A coalition of centrists and progressives with a shared commitment to work towards a new expression of
Methodism that can replace the Traditional Plan.
Uniting Methodists - A movement of persons who have committed to stay within and work for radical reform of The
United Methodist Church. They will not comply with and will seek to eradicate unjust and unloving rules of exclusion of
LGBTQ persons or punishment for any who work for the full inclusion of all.
Mainstream UMC - Created for the purpose of building a coalition of support for the One Church Plan, Mainstream
collaborates with conversations around reform of our church or creation of a new form of Methodism.
UMForward - A coalition of voices who have often been silenced in discussion because of race or sexual orientation; this
group is trying to provide a visionary voice focusing on the future of the church.
Two Bishops Plan (or Jones/Bard Plan) - Organizes a method for all annual conferences to leave the UMC and join one of
three (or two) successor global denominations, each with their own Constitutions and Books of Discipline, but sharing the
existing infrastructure.
Annual Conference Plan - Seminary Professor Lovett Weems has noted that although General Conference is broken, the
annual conference is not. Bishop John Schol has said annual conferences will be the places that find the way forward
because it is in the annual conference where relationships are established and nurtured and where pace and tone can be
set recognizing contextual differences.
NE Jurisdiction Gathering - The Northeastern Jurisdiction Seminary President/Deans representing the three Seminaries in
the NEJ, five bishops representing the College of Bishops and 12 clergy and laity representing seven conferences met to talk
about a jurisdictional way forward that connects and supports conferences as we assess and identify the best path forward
in light of the General Conference action. The NEJ is one of the most diverse jurisdictions theologically and ethnically and
that different paths and expressions may be needed. It also affirmed that Wesleyan theological education will be critical to
a strong Methodist Movement in the future.
Standing Committee on U.S. Matters - The Connectional Table and others are working on a two-step proposal that would
allow US delegates to deal with US matters through a Committee on U.S. matters and eventually become a regional body
similar to a central conference (with the power to adapt the adaptable portions of the Discipline). It is not intended to
address legislation concerning human sexuality.
Council Of Bishops Servant Listening Team - The COB desires to walk alongside the various groups and stay connected
about future models of structural unity and differentiation.
So, as you can see, there are many people across our country and around the world … both progressive and
conservative … who feel called to find a new way forward in place of the Traditional Plan. Many of these conversations
will lead to new legislation that will be considered at the next General Conference, which will be held in May 2020.
And while the Tradition Plan goes into effect on January 1, 2020, the reality is that it will take years for any true
resolution to come into being. In the meantime, it is extremely important that every local church engage in holy
conversations with one another, striving to understand and learn from one another, so that we can remain a UNITED
church; UNITED in our love for God and one another, UNITED in serving our brothers and sisters in need, and UNITED in
our commitment to make disciples for the world today.
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Conflict and Unity in the Church
Since the beginning of the early church there has been conflict and unity in
the church. We will look at the early church, the church before and after
the reformation, and the UMC’s history of conflict and unity. We will also
examine conflict in the church today, and discuss if unity is possible.
Everyone in encouraged to attend one of our sessions.

Monday, September 23rd at 10 am and 6:30 pm

Why is the God of the Old Testament so

Ask the

different than the God of the New
Testament? Did God's nature change?"

PASTOR

If you have read or studied the Old Testament and the
New Testament, you like so many others have asked
yourself why the God of the OT seems so different
then the God of the NT? The God of the OT is seen as
angry and wrathful. However, the God of the NT is seen as loving and merciful. It seems at times these two
rival conceptions of God are at odds with each other or that God’s nature changed.
Upon careful examination and consideration, I think you will see that God’s love and mercy is found in the
Old Testament. Lamentations 2:22-23 says, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” And God’s wrath and anger are
found in the New Testament. Annanias and Sapphira were struck dead for lying about how much they sold
their land for (Acts 5:1-11). There are lots more examples that I could give.

God’s nature, simplicity put, is like two sides of a coin. There is a side of anger and wrath and a side of love
and mercy. We see more of one side than the other in each of the testaments. God’s nature doesn’t change
between testaments. James 1:17 says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” God is like the light of
the stars which are constant, He always shines upon us.
If you have a question for Pastor Les, please email it to newsletter@charltonchurch.org or turn it into the
church office.
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Biblical Comparison Shapes GC2020 Theme
By Heather Hahn
A well-known Bible verse provides inspiration for the theme of the 2020 General Conference in
Minneapolis.
Just how much of that verse to include was a subject of debate when organizers of the United
Methodist lawmaking assembly met Aug. 7-9 in Lexington, Kentucky.
Ultimately, the Commission on General Conference approved the theme “… and know that I am God”
from Psalm 46.
Along the way, the multinational group discovered that the way the rest of that verse is translated
and even the verse number itself varies depending on the language your translation uses.
Many English-speaking United Methodists can readily quote the King James Version of Psalm 46:10:
“Be still, and know that I am God.”
Members of the 2020 General Conference worship team recommended the abbreviated version of that verse.
“One of the things that we wanted to make sure was clear was that there are multiple opportunities and ways
people come to know God,” Stephanie Parsons, a team member, told the commission. “It’s not just in the still
and the quiet. It’s also in celebration, in conversation and in any number of ways.”
Kim Simpson, the commission chair, pointed out that General Conference themes traditionally have used only
parts of verses. The 2016 General Conference theme was “Therefore, Go” from Matthew 28:19-20, in which the
risen Christ instructs those he sends to go make disciples of all nations.
However, the Rev. Joseph Ndala Mulongo — a commission member from Congo — expressed reluctance to
shorten the verse in the 2020 theme. “God is the one who says, ‘be still,’ in speaking to the community,”
Mulongo said through an interpreter.
The Rev. Beth Ann Cook of the Indiana Conference said she learned as a seminary student that the passage “has
less to do with physical stillness than the stillness of the heart.”
Following up on their comments, fellow commission member Stephanie Henry of the Pacific Northwest
Conference made a motion to add “Be still” to the theme.
Isabelle Berger, a French interpreter for the commission, pointed out another possible wrinkle. What is verse
Psalm 46:10 in English translations of the Bible is listed as 46:11 in French, she said.
Commission members Christine Flick from Germany and Audun Westad from Norway soon noted it was also
verse 46:11 in their respective mother tongues.
That variation was just the beginning of the difference.
Westad noted that where English speakers see “Be still,” in Norwegian the translation says something closer to
“Shut up.” Flick noted that her German Bible says, “Make peace.”
Don Reasoner, who organizes interpreters for General Conference, added that the Bible verse in Portuguese
says, “Stop fighting.” In Spanish and Portuguese, he said the verse is also 46:10.
The Common English Bible, the United Methodist Publishing House’s most recent translation from the original
texts, has its own take on Psalm 46:10. In that translation, God declares: “That’s enough! Now know that I am
God!”
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So, why all the differences? It helps to know the context.
Like other psalms, Psalm 46 is intended for singing and begins with a notation for the music leader.
That notation is listed as the first verse in some translations, while others begin the verse count with
the song itself, Hebrew scholar Mark McEntire later told United Methodist News.
In some Bibles, he said, the psalm isn’t even listed as 46, but as Psalm 45 instead. That’s because
Greek manuscripts merged Psalms 9 and 10 into a single poem. Protestant Bibles, following Hebrew
tradition, separate those psalms.
“The collecting, selecting, arranging and numbering of psalms has always been a more fluid and
contested process than most readers realize. We never reached full agreement,” said McEntire,
professor of biblical studies at Baptist-affiliated Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee.
There is also the context of the brief psalm itself, which speaks of God as refuge when the world falls
apart, nations roar and kingdoms crumble. Immediately before the verse used in the General
Conference theme, the psalm speaks of God bringing wars to an end.
The variation in Psalm 46:10/11 is because the first Hebrew word — ( רפהraphah) — leaves a lot up to the
translator.
“Because the meaning involves stopping or letting go, its precise meaning is tied to a prior action or goal, that
which is to be ceased or released. The ambiguity allows translators to shape the meaning to their own
preferences,” McEntire said.
The full psalm, he added, “deals most with strife and warfare as the world’s natural way of being, so resisting
this way of life seems to be the most likely reading.”
The Rev. Joe DiPaolo, a member of the commission’s theme and logo committee, said that his committee hoped
the theme would be evocative.
“It seems to get people going in all kinds of different directions, and maybe that’s kind of the point,” said
DiPaolo, member of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
“It’s also something that, at the end of the day, offers reassurance as you’re going through troubled waters that
God is God.”

After reflection on the passage, the majority of commission members voted to keep the recommended theme
“…and know that I am God.”
The GC2020 logo, which United Methodist Communications is designing, remains a work in progress. The
commission approved the concept, which features an image based on the
Stone Arch Bridge that crosses the Mississippi River in downtown
Minneapolis.
A number of commission members spoke of their hope the delegates will
take the bridge-building imagery and Scripture to heart.
“For me, the ‘be still’ part is God calling us to stop doing the ordinary, the
everyday, the usual,” said the Rev. Lynn Hill of the Tennessee Conference.
“Many times the ordinary, the everyday and the usual can cause division.
To me, this verse is God’s invitation that there is a better way.”
Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News.
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Commission on General Conference members
and staff sing “Great is Thy Faithfulness” during
opening worship at their meeting at First United
Methodist Church in Lexington, Ky. The group
decided to use a well-known Bible verse as the
2020 General Conference theme. Photo by
Heather Hahn, UM News.

MEET’N’EAT

STAFF APPRECIATION
Sunday, October 20

Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly lunch
fellowship at a local restaurant on the fourth
Thursday of each month. There are no programs or
discussions involved. It is simply a time to share
fellowship with other church friends. If you would
like to attend, but need a ride, please call the
church office.
Thursday, September 26
The Wharf
6852 Derry Street, Harrisburg
Thursday, October 24
Giotti’s Italian Restaurant
2308 Patton Road, Harrisburg
There will NOT be a gathering
during the month of November.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Need some exercise?

Bring a card of appreciation
for our church staff.

BITS

&

SPRC will provide refreshments
between services.

PIECES

Count on your Charlton family to help
you get some exercise.
Pastor Les invites you to join him in the gym
for a game of volleyball or basketball once a
month on a Sunday afternoon. Check the
calendar for dates.

Sometimes it’s nice to share
lunch and conversation with others
just like you. We invite you to join us
for our monthly ...

MEN’s and WOMEN’s
LUNCHEONS

And if walking is more your
speed, feel free to stop
in the church Monday
thru Thursday from
from 10am to
Noon. Walk the
gym, walk the
halls, walk the
stairwells. Get healthy!

These are held in a local restaurant on the
second Thursday of the month at Noon.
Please sign up on your Connection Card.
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The Sunday Morning Growth Hour has Classes for Everyone
All children in preschool through 5th
grade are invited to be part of our
KIDs Club each Sunday morning from
9:40 am to 10:50 am. They meet on
the lower level for lessons, activities,
games and crafts.

All youth in grades 6 through 12 are
invited to join in our weekly Sunday
morning small group where we explore
the scriptures and how they are relevant
to our lives in today’s world. Everyone is
invited to bring a friend!

The Faith & Fellowship Adult Sunday School Class likes to
share, explore and deepen our faith through Biblical
study. All ages are welcome but we are mostly a 60+
group. Our class supports the mission of the PA
Wounded Warriors. They are a very social class with
many opportunities for fellowship, both on Sundays at
church and outside
gatherings. The class
meets on the upper
level in room 15, which
is the classroom directly
across from the nursery.

The Foundation Class resumes on September 9th and will
pick up where they left off with chapter 8 of Rabbi Evan
Moffic's book "What Every Christian Needs to Know
About the Jewishness of Jesus." It's a very interesting,
thought-provoking book. Following that study, we will
begin a Max Lucado video series. While the class is
primarily comprised of
person 50+, people of all
ages are invited to join
them. They meet on the
lower level in room 26.

The JOY Class started
many years ago as
Charlton’s young adult
class and have grown
together through the
years to become
Charlton’s class for seniors. They use the International
Lesson series as the basis for the Biblical study and
discussions. The class enjoys fellowship with one another
and schedules social events from time to time. They meet
on the lower level in room 24.

The Journey Class
explores topics of
interest in culture and
discusses them from a
Christian perspective.
The class is proud of the
diversity expressed within the class, as they are
comprised of persons from young adult to retired, with
both progressive and conservative viewpoints. They meet
in the conference room, which is adjacent to the church
office on the main level.

The Gathering is for people of all ages,
from young adults to those young-atheart. It is primarily comprised of
parents with young children. The
group meets in the snack room on the
lower level, which is convenient for
those with children in KIDs Club.

Their time together is informal and
relaxed. Their discussion mirrors
the lesson the children have that
day, so they can have meaningful
conversations with their children
after church and throughout the
week.
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4th Annual

MISSION CLASSIC
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, September 6
Sportsmans Golf Course
Linglestown Road

Benefits the Outreach Ministries of Charlton Church
For detailed information, visit www.CharltonChurch.org/golf

OPERA
CONCERT
Saturday
September 21
3:00 pm

CHURCH
CONFERENCE
Sunday, November 10
9:40 PM

The students and staff
of Melody Place Studios
present “Don Giovanni”
at Charlton Church.

Join us for our annual church meeting
as we review the past year,
look to the new year,
and elect officers for 2020.

Please note that the time printed on the fall calendar is
incorrect. It was printed before the time was changed.
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Chuck’s

CABARET
Saturday, October 5
5:00 PM
Invite your friends to Charlton
for an evening of great food and fine music
as Chuck Kaufmann is joined by friends
Emily Town, Scott Pribanich and Jeannette Keezel
for an evening of Broadway music.
Tickets are $15 per person.
Reserve your seat on the Connection Card,
and then pay at the door.

Christmas Craft Show
Saturday, November 16
9am to 2pm
Get ready for Christmas at our Craft Show, featuring a
wide variety of vendors and crafters offering their wares
such as homemade jewelry, bags, home décor,
and much more! The Charlton Café will have a variety of
breakfast/lunch food, beverages, and delicious
homemade baked goods available for purchase.
All proceeds benefit the mortgage repayment.
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GIVING GRACE

HELPING HANDS

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month from 4:45 to 6
pm, as we assist individuals
and families from our
community who are
experiencing financial
difficulties. Through the
generosity of our church
family, we are able to provide
basic household items that are
not available from local food
banks.

Join us on the first Wednesday
of each month as we provide a
free meal to about 75 people
from our community and
church family. A variety of
jobs are available throughout
the day, from preparation
around 2pm, to serving the
meal at 5pm. We also provide
a meal for the homeless of
Harrisburg on the third Friday
of the month.

FALL MISSION OFFERINGS
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Someone To Tell It To

Charlton Benevolent Fund

Christmas Blessing

Someone To Tell It To
cultivates meaningful
relationships through
compassionate listening
and trains others
to do the same,
both locally
and around the world.

We often become aware
of individuals going through
a difficult time and who are
in need of financial assistance.

The Christmas season is often
challenging for individuals and
families who are experiencing
financial difficulties.

Our Benevolent Fund helps
our pastor as he walks
alongside these persons
in their time of need.

Our Christmas Blessing
allows Charlton Church
to bless them by sharing
our church’s generosity.
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THE DIFFERENCE A PENNY CAN MAKE
Mission Work and Stewardship comes in many forms. As Christians, we are called to care for the world and
everything that inhabits the earth. The Ministry Council of Charlton Church recommends that you support the
work of Pennyfix, an organization that is working to provide spay/neuter
services for cats and dogs in every county nationwide. They are working
with retailers to add 1 cent to every can of pet food sold, and those pennies
will be used solely to provide spaying and neutering, distemper vaccines,
and rabies vaccines for all cats and dogs in the United States. You can help
by signing a petition to support this cause. You can sign up at church by
seeing Sandy Bovard, or you can go to www.pennyfix.org

Be sure to pick up a flier and box to fill for Operation Christmas
Child this fall. Boxes will be available in the church lobby
beginning Sunday, September 8. The fliers include instructions
and suggestions on how to fill a box. All filled boxes need to be
returned to the church by Sunday, October 27.
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The Charlton family has been praying for Ella and Eve Oakley for the past 18
months. They are the daughters of Nathan and Maryann Oakley,
granddaughters of Karen Oakley, and great-granddaughters of Frank Schindler.
Here is an update on how the girls are doing.
Retinoblastoma is a highly aggessive and rare eye cancer. The twins must be
monitored closely which requires both of them being placed under anesthesia at
different times. We do not do them together, as it is a very hard and emotional
day for all, we need one parent to be rested and alert.

An

Ella traveled to Philadelphia in the beginning of July. Mommy took Ella on this trip.
We were there bright and early. As always, we are a nervous wreck and get
minimal sleep the night before. We were overjoyed when given the news that
Ella’s current tumor remains stable and no new tumors had developed. Wow,
what a relief. This exam occurred at Will’s Eye hospital. Afterwards, we packed up
and headed a short distance to Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). Both
twins also have an oncology team there. They were the ones that administered Eve and Ella’s chemotherapy. We met with our
wonderful oncologist and gave him the news of the tumor checks. They also run labs, check weight/height, blood pressure, etc. We
were a little concerned with Ella’s liver enzymes as they were slightly elevated. Her oncologist showed no concern and Ella remains
stable.

Oakley Twins
Update

Eve had her exam under anesthesia at the end of July. Daddy took her to Philadelphia. Her routine looks the same as Ella’s. She will start
at Will’s Eye Hospital then head over to CHOP for oncology team follow up. We were again elated to find out her tumor remains stable
and no new tumors had grown. Although, she did not do well when she woke up from the anesthesia. She was hysterical and
inconsolable. The anesthesiologist returned, and she needed to be administered fentanyl.
While we are so overjoyed both twins are stable, we remain cautious. They are at very high risk for retinoblastoma while the eyes grow,
which is until the age of 3. They must also keep going under anesthesia until the age of 5. That is when they can sit still and remain calm
enough for the exams. They are not out of the woods. They have a Rb1 gene mutation, which affects every cell within their body,
creating the bilateral retinoblastoma.
Eve and Ella will still go under anesthesia in Philadelphia every 4 months to monitor their tumors. Also, we must take them to Hershey
Medical center every 6 months for an MRI to monitor for brain tumors. Brain tumors related to retinoblastoma have a very grim
outcome. We watch the twins very closely. Eve and Ella both see an ophthalmologist at Hershey Medical Center. This is to check and
make sure the eyes are moving correctly and watch for any changes in between their exams.
Eve has a hearing issue known as auditory neuropathy, caused by medication or chemotherapy. We take her to the audiologist team at
CHOP for hearing booth tests and close monitoring. We have her hearing aids on standby if the need should arise. Eve also travels to
CHOP for speech pathology. Since she has this hearing disorder, we must also pay close attention to her speech. Eve is a little delayed
from being inpatient for 6 months, but we hope she will catch up quickly.

Also, Eve travels to CHOP to see her GI Team. Since her bowel reconnection surgery, she must still be followed to make sure she is
gaining weight appropriately. So far, so good. But we still need to add heavy cream to her milk for extra calories.
Lastly, Eve still goes to Hershey Medical Center to see nephrology to monitor her blood pressure. She has had high blood pressure since
her septic shock and kidney failure. We recently removed her blood pressure medication. We will take her back in a few months to make
sure her blood pressure is within normal range. Fingers crossed.
Eve and Ella both have early intervention services. Ella receives PT for her torticollis. Eve receives PT, OT, and a hearing specialist. She
will soon receive a speech pathologist as well.
So, as you can see, we still have a lot going on. We travel to Philadelphia every other week for medical appointments. If we are not at
medical appointments, we are receiving early intervention services. While we wish we could say we are out of the woods, we are not.
We just want to put all of this behind us, but we still have a long journey ahead. We always worry about their next exams and remain so
scared of new tumors arising. This would lead to more grueling treatment. But in spite of it all, they are very courageous and brave. They
have great days and they have hard/tough days, but always come out with a smile in the end.
We stay positive and make sure the twins are happy and cared for. They are smart and brilliant little ladies. I don’t know what their
future holds, but I do know we must be grateful for each day they remain healthy. Thank you so very much for your love and support.
We are truly blessed to have all of you follow our story and be there during this turbulent time. No One Fights Alone.
As you can see, it has been … and still is … quite a journey for the Oakley family. Maryann has been unable to return to work since
their birth, and Nathan tries to work as much overtime as he can, while balancing the time he travels to Philadelphia. If you would
like to bless the family with a financial gift, you may use the ‘My Offering’ envelope and place it in the offering plate. Contact the
church office for an address if you would like to send it directly to them.
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So, how is It with your soul?
As you may remember, this is the question that begins a session with
a spiritual director. I’m not sure how you’ve been doing, but my soul
has been on a rollercoaster ride these last few months as I’ve
navigated moments of conflict and hope.
As I’ve shared with you before, The United Methodist Church has
been my home for as long as I can remember. I was 5 years old when

the merger occurred between the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church. And, in
keeping with our newsletter cover, The United Methodist Church has been my family throughout my life.
In May of this year, I was honored to be asked to be part of a delegation from the Susquehanna Conference to
UMCNext, which met in Kansas City. UMCNext is a grass roots coalition of centrists and progressives who long
for a church where all persons are welcomed and fully included in the life of the church. The gathering started
with an awesome worship experience, and I was greatly inspired and encouraged by the testimonies of several
individuals from around the world. The rest of our time was spent sitting around tables wrestling with some

very difficult questions. That week had many moments of hope.
But I’ve also been experiencing many moments of conflict. Not with other people, but within my heart. For
while part of me has strong convictions about these issues and what I believe is right, I am not comfortable
fighting for a church where everyone has to believe what I do. If I dream of a church that is inclusive, I have to
include those who view things differently than I do.
As I think about my life, I can’t think of any organization that I’ve been involved with where everyone was in
total agreement on anything. But that didn’t stop me from working with them.
And even within my own family, there are people that feel differently than I do. But that doesn’t stop me from
sitting around the table with them at holiday meals, nor does it stop me from loving them. It hasn’t instilled
within me a desire to break up my family into those who agree with me and those who disagree with me.
So why would I want to do that with my church family?
It is my hope and prayer that the Spirit of God will work mightily within the hearts of all people who call

themselves United Methodist. I don’t believe it’s simply a matter of God guiding the delegates who represent us
at General Conference. Because no matter what they ultimately decide, the bottom line is that it’s the body of
Christ … the people who are sitting in the pews, chairs and benches in United Methodist churches all around the
world … who need to practice what we preach: to love our neighbors as ourselves. May God inspire all of us to
be a people with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
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United Methodists are a Question-Mark People
By the Rev. Michael Beck
I am the question mark.
At the simplest level, this symbol (?) is a punctuation mark that indicates a question. It can also be used to express doubt
or uncertainty about something, or as in my case… someone. A question mark symbolizes mystery.
Several weeks ago, I travelled through the U.S. talking about Fresh Expressions at three different United
Methodist annual conferences. I spend a great deal of time in prayer and preparation for these
opportunities to spread the word about the international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new
kinds of church alongside existing congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian
society.
This year was also a year when annual conferences voted on who would represent them at the upcoming
2020 General Conference.
When I arrived back at my own home conference in Florida, I was greeted by friends sporting black “UMC
Next Florida” T-shirts displaying rainbow-colored United Methodist baptismal vows. “We will resist evil,
injustice, and oppression, in whatever forms they present themselves,” the rainbow writing said. Most of
my centrist friends seemed to have found a home in this group. Also, lists of “approved progressive
candidates” with their corresponding identification numbers to “help” the voting process were provided.
Then there were my other friends. They didn’t have T-shirts or rainbow stickers, but they had lists. These
lists named the “approved traditional candidates,” also associated with “easing along” the voting process.
Some generous person or group even took the time to create a “master list” of all the candidates. On the
master list, beside each name was an “association” with organizations like Wesley Covenant Association or
Reconciling Ministries Network.
Beside my name, there was a question mark.
This felt to me like two groups embroiled in a battle. Some of my friends feel that their opponent
weaponizes the Scriptures to exclude persons based on their sexual orientation. The other group felt their
opponent weaponized the baptismal vows of The United Methodist Church.
Some of my traditionalist friends felt like the very baptismal vows through which they entered the church
were now highlighting them as the evil oppressors of others. Some of my progressive and centrist friends
felt like they were only returning the favor for the oppressive stance of traditionalists that has marginalized
and labeled LGBTQ people for decades.
When voting began, I was struck by the irony that in one session I had a progressive friend on one side,
voting for the approved progressive candidates. On the other side, a traditionalist friend was voting for
those on the traditionalist list.

Sometimes in annual conferences, I have felt as if I entered into the domain of another’s Lordship. It’s as if we are leaving
the Lordship of Jesus and entering the Lordship of Robert — Roberts Rules of Order, that is. An annual conference can feel
more like a political rally than a gathering of the Body of Christ.
One annual conference actually threw me out of the gathering as I livestreamed the day’s opening worship with my
phone. I do look kind of sketchy. My arms are covered in tattoos, and I probably don’t fit the typical stereotypical image of
a clergyperson. I didn’t have my colored nametag, so the security folks in red vests escorted me out. I returned later as
one of the speakers.
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Are we fundamentally missing something when any gathering of people in Jesus’ name becomes exclusionary? If we are so
entrenched in political camps and getting the right people voting for our agenda that we forget what witness we may be to
a not-yet-Christian, we have lost our way.
What does this mean for The United Methodist Church? What have we come to when people vote for candidates based
on their affiliations, rather than their character and effectiveness in ministry? Is “leadership” about voting the way a list
created by behind-the-scenes organizations tells us to?
What I see is a church that is actually “united” in very few things.
There are a multitude of question-mark people out there, who sense this “battle” is founded in a false
dichotomy. Being the question-mark people is not about neutrality; it’s about having the humility to live in
the mystery. It’s about embodying the change we want to see in real local communities. It’s about standing
with Jesus. Jesus is our “position.” Jesus is our “camp,” our “association” and the lens through which we
view reality.
Conservatives are right to value Scripture, and to see it as authoritative.
Progressives are also right that all people should be fully included in the life of the church — and those two
things are not mutually exclusive. Each position contains a part of the truth of Jesus — but only a part of the
“way, truth, and life” that is Jesus.
The future of the church has very little to do with traditionalists, centrists or progressives. There is a “UMC
Next,” but it’s not being convened in boardrooms with hand-selected candidates.
The new Methodism is springing up where the first Methodism did — from the ground, out in the fields,
with people who don’t go to church.
The Fresh Expressions movement is one way this is happening. We are finding ways to be church with
people outside the church, returning to the heart of our radical tradition.
Remember, we don’t need denominational permission to be a radically missional church. It is in our
Wesleyan DNA to disobey unjust rules and improvise to meet the missional imperative. That’s part of what
it means to be Methodist. To challenge the status quo. To take it to the fields where the people are. To
release the whole people of God. To spread Scriptural holiness. To reform the nation and the church.
United Methodists are question-mark people, whose theology was born from a missional imperative — not
a doctrinal distinction.
The people of the question mark out there, who feel like perhaps the church is embroiled in a battle
founded in a false dichotomy, who see Jesus at work in all the various tribes, should remember that Jesus
was the question mark in his day. In, but not of, excluded from the theological camps of the religious
leaders. He was not of the Pharisees or Sadducees, nor did he retreat to the desert with the Essenes. Even
Jesus didn’t have all the answers (Matthew 24:36). He was comfortable living in the mystery.

Christians are question-mark people. We put question marks where others have put periods. We walk by faith, not by
sight. Not in the arrogance of certitude but in the humility of mystery. We confess we don’t have all the answers, but we
know the one who does. Have faith, my question-mark friends. Keep loving every person you encounter, until more is
revealed.
Beck is co-pastor of Wildwood United Methodist Church in Wildwood, Florida, with his wife Jill, Director of Re-missioning
for Fresh Expressions US, and cultivator of Fresh Expressions for the Florida United Methodist Church.
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Surviving the Holiday Table
In a time when it seems that political or theological differences divide even the closest of families, what can we do
to avoid tension at the holiday table? The following is from an online conversation with Nikki Toyama-Szeto,
Executive Director with Evangelicals for Social Actions (ESA), Kristyn Komarnicki, Senior Director of Dialogue with
ESA, and Andre Henry, Social Media Manager with ESA. You can listen to the full conversation at https://
www.evangelicalsforsocialaction.org/social-justice-2/difficult-discussions-dinner/

Nikki:
I have been looking forward to this conversation, because Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and I
know I will be interacting with some different viewpoints around the Thanksgiving dinner table. I read
an article that said that in 2017, families with people who had different political beliefs spent 30 to 60
minutes less at the Thanksgiving table than they had in the past. All sorts of differences, not all
political, come up in many family gatherings.
Kristyn, can you tell me a little bit about what do you do to get ready for these family and friends meals
that could be fraught with lots of disagreement? How do you prepare for family and friends to get
ready for these kinds of dinners?
Kristyn:
Preparation is really important. Identify your fears and identify people you’re most anxious about. Start
praying for them in advance, so that your heart will be ready for them, so that they will feel loved,
accepted, seen and heard from the moment they walk into the house. Whether or not you’re the host,
you can always reach out and make the difficult person feel welcome.
Think of the prayer attributed to St Francis: “Lord help me seek to hear more than be heard and understand others more
than be understood.” If you go in thinking “How can I serve this person?” or “how can I be a reflection of Christ hearing
and understanding this person?”, that does a lot to deflate the tension early on. Go into the situation trying to understand
that person as opposed to avoiding that person. People know if they’re the person others are always reacting to.
Nikki:
Some hosts have a rule that there will be no discussion about a particular topic like politics.
Kristyn:
If you’re going to have a ‘no politics’ rule, you need to be very clear about it and you need to replace it with something
else. One thing I have on my table at all times are these little cards from the Ungame. They are good conversation
starters. Put one card under each person’s plate and at a certain point in the meal, invite guests to look under their plates.
Ask for a volunteer to start, or start it of yourself, but make it optional and make sure each person gets 2-3 minutes to
answer the question on their card (setting a timer can make it feel more like a game, which some groups might enjoy). In
this way, you’re not just providing good food, you’re also providing good conversation. There are free cards you can
download and lots of other versions you can buy.
Nikki:
If you’re a guest and don’t have the ability to shape the space, what do you do if a situation with the difficult person
comes up?

Kristyn:
If someone is being very obnoxious, for example, proclaiming this politician is great and/or that one is terrible, try moving
it from the theoretical to the personal. Say something like, “I can see you’re really passionate about this! How long have
you been interested in X? What was your first interaction with Y? Can you tell me a story that illustrates what Z means to
you?”
Nikki:
What does that do when you move it to the personal?
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Kristyn:
It just roots it in the person and invites that person to be more vulnerable. It becomes less an abstract
opinion (with which anyone can disagree) or more an embodied story (which is not a matter of
agreement or disagreement). Most people really like to talk about their story.
One word about respect: I think we often get confused and think we can’t show respect to people
whose ideas we don’t respect, but they’re two very different things. We should always treat people
with respect, even if we don’t respect their ideas at all. Those two actions are not exclusive of each
other.
Nikki:
That’s a very good point.
Another person who has been involved with this conversation is Andre Henry, who also works for ESA.
He brought up this really great story the other day.
Andre:
Yes, I was telling Nikki about an experience I had on Thanksgiving some years ago. My godmother and
godfather are of Jewish ethnicity, and that side of the family is white. Another guest, who is a law
enforcement officer, started talking about his encounters with people of color. He started naming a lot
of generalizations about black people, people of color, suggesting that there is a lot of criminality in
black and brown communities. I challenged him on this, and his response was: “You need to learn
more about the white man’s struggle in this country…” I remember being so angry that I left. My
godfamily said, “We had never seen you that upset.” So the next time I came to Atlanta, I met them
for lunch and we talked about it. The solution they had come up with was “we are just not going to
talk about ‘politics’ at the table.” That was so upsetting to me that I have not had a meal with them since, and that was
years ago. It felt like we left this thing hanging in the air – we allowed someone to transgress in some way, and I wasn’t
even given a voice – no one interrupted him, no one corrected him (at least not in front of me), no one even said to me,
“We’re so sorry, we’re going to try to do something about this.” So, I get conflicted about “no talking about politics”
approaches.
Nikki:
Kristyn, in a case like that, where actually talking and engaging with a difference may be more hospitable than ignoring or
avoiding it, what would it look like to respect the people while not respecting their ideas? What’s appropriate and what’s
not appropriate for Thanksgiving dinner?

Kristyn:
For some groups and some cultures, debate is a part of the culture and is sometimes very vigorous – it’s boring if you’re
not disagreeing. If you have a lot of folks who want to have a vigorous conversation, you can say (preferably ahead of
time), “Hey, we have reserved the den over there for our discussion of politics.” Just have a designated area. Sometimes
people get really stressed out with some conversations, and sometimes there are kids in the room, etc. All conversations
are not suited for everybody. You can invite people to start—or continue—those kinds of conversations in the other
room.
Andre:
That’s a great idea and is something that might actually be workable.

Kristyn:
Also, Andre, if you were to go back to that same group of people, you’ve been warned a little bit and you now know some
of the dynamics. You can prepare by maybe getting an ally in the room, somebody who will have your back and will be like
an informed bystander, who might say something like, “That’s kind of a hard comment; I’d like to hear what Andre has to
say now.” Someone who might mediate a little bit. Also, if you don’t trust your own reactions, you can always say to
somebody ahead of time, “If I start to really go off the rails, let’s have a code word like, for instance, cumin. Just say
something like, Is there cumin in these sweet potatoes? I really love CUMIN!” Just talk ahead of time with some other
people you trust who will be at the table and can help keep you aware of yourself.
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Surviving the Holiday Table (continued)
Nikki:
Kristyn, you talked a little bit about ground rules and expectations.
What do you do with that family member who violates every rule?
Kristyn:
I think there’s a little bit of a natural reaction that happens around
that person – people will start to move away. If I were the host, I might tell that person that I need their help in the
kitchen. Then just be straight with them about their actions and say, “That’s enough.” Or, you could just make a public
comment like, “We’re going to change the topic of conversation now. We’ve heard your thoughts on this, and I want
to make sure other people have a chance to talk about some things they’d like to talk about.”
Nikki:
I have a family member who always begins with, “Well, you know our relationship is much more important than being
right or wrong” and then immediately lunges into a diatribe about how their particular stance on immigrants is the
right stance. For me it’s just about all I can do not to get hooked into that. Sometimes I choose to walk away and say
to myself, I value more the humanity in the other person than my right to argue. But sometimes my heart takes over
and… I want to be right!
Kristyn:
You want to have the last word, right?
Nikki:
Do you have any last helpful pieces of advice about surviving these differences at these holiday table gatherings?
Kristyn:
Like I said, I’m big on prep. One thing I’ve started doing at the holidays in general, that speaks to people being heard
and seen and, I think it does a lot to diffuse things ahead of time, is to ask people ahead of time: “What is one thing
without which this Thanksgiving or Christmas would not be Thanksgiving or Christmas to you?” I ask for a list of a few
things that are important to them, that capture the spirit of the holiday for them. Then, when they come into the
room, they already know that their thoughts and values have been considered. It might be a dish, it might be a
tradition—I really like it when MeMa reads stories to the children, or when we watch It’s a Wonderful Life or take a
walk together.
If you are the host you can really do a lot to create a landscape for the day to go the way you want it to. If you’re not,
you can also talk to the host ahead of time. You can say, “This is really important to me, this was so meaningful in past
times; is there any way we can build this in?” Depending on how controlling a person your host is, you may be heard or
not, but it’s worth trying. I think we shut down too easily and decide too quickly that we won’t be heard, but I think
any positive suggestions you can make, your host might be really, really grateful for those.
Nikki:
Well, Kristyn, this has been really helpful. I can already feel my own anxiety level as I head into the holidays. I’ve got a
couple of things to do, traveling and that, but hopefully I’ll be able to hang out at the table 30 or 60 minutes longer
than I did last year! Thank you for sharing your wisdom and your thoughts.
Kristyn:
Absolutely. It was fun.
Special thanks to Marilyn Weaver for transcribing this conversation from the video.
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C harlton Academy

Dear children, let us not merely say
let us show the truth
Each month, a new small group is held where a Charlton family member
that we
in our actions.
canlove
shareone
andanother;
teach something they enjoy or have knowledge
about.
I John 3:18

Monday, September 30
6:30 pm

Saturday, November 2
10:00 am

MAKING PAPER

PAINT A GIFT

Join Meg Mader as she
teaches the technique
of paper making.

Join Jill Romah
as she guides you in painting
your own masterpiece.

What can you offer to share with your Charlton family? Let us know!

In the center of this issue of The Chimes, you’ll find a “Get Connected” sheet. We encourage
you to prayerfully consider all of the ways you can get connected with the mission and ministry
of Charlton Church. Please fill out your “Get Connected” sheet, and then return it to the
church by placing it in the collection box in the lobby. You could also mail it to the church, if
desired.
PLEASE NOTE: We are going to start all of our lists from scratch. This means if you already
serve in a particular manner, you WILL NEED to sign up again. For example, if you serve as an
usher, you WILL NEED to sign up to be an usher again. We are starting new lists with a blank
piece of paper. So be sure to sign up accordingly!
If you have any questions about any part of this sheet, please feel free to contact the church
office.

27

With Laurie and Greg Smith enjoying their retirement, Laurie
has been spending little time in the church kitchen. It’s been
great to see a variety of new people stepping up to the plate (or
stove). This will be a good time for us to transition this feature
from being about the church kitchen. Moving forward, we will
highlight a church member who would like to share one of their
favorite recipes. This month, we’re sharing a new favorite
recipe of Alice Enterline.

The Ministry Council has set the calendar for the coming
program year—September 2019 thru August 2020. Be
sure to mark your calendars for the upcoming events:

Sunday, December 1
Advent Breakfast @ 9:40 am
Sunday, December 15
Christmas Concert @ 3pm and 6pm
Christmas Dinner from 4:15 to 5:45 pm

BUTTERMILK PECAN CHICKEN
1 1/2 cups buttermilk
1 teaspoon minced garlic
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1/2 teaspoon salt

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services @ 4pm, 7pm and 9pm
Monday, January 6
Easter Egg making begins @ 8am

4 bnls chicken breast halves
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup ground pecans
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter (melted)

1. In ziploc bag, combine buttermilk, garlic, cumin and
salt. Mix well and add chicken. Refrigerate 8 hours
or overnight.

Saturday, February 8
Chuck’s Cabaret @ 5pm

2. Mix together flour and ground pecans. Pour into flat
dish.

Sunday, February 16
Covered Dish Dinner @ 5pm
with Sunday School classes playing Family Feud

3. Pour melted butter in 11 x 7 inch or 9 x 9 inch pan.
4. Remove chicken from buttermilk mixture and coat
with crumbs.

Wednesday, February 26
Ash Wednesday Service @ 7pm

5. Place in pan, turning to coat in melted butter.

Saturday, April 4
Easter Egg Hunt @ 10:30 am (note new day!)

6. Bake chicken at 375 (uncovered) for about 1 hour, or
until nice and brown.

Friday thru Sunday, April 24-26
Compassion Experience at Charlton Church

Yield: 4 servings (appr. 256 calories)

Saturday, May 16
Bus Trip to DC and Museum of the Bible

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Saturday, July 25
Chuck’s Cabaret @ 5pm

From Carrie and Brooklyn Hannon:
The new North Mountain Grill in the location where Gordon’s
used to be is a great new addition to the area. The new decor is
clean and looks very nice. We’ve been there for breakfast and
lunch so far. The food came out quickly and hot each time. The
wait staff has been incredibly friendly and attentive. And
Brooklyn particularly likes that there is a stool in the bathroom so
she can reach the sink to wash her hands. We’ll definitely be
going back. You should check it out and see what you think.

Friday, July 31
Movie Night @ 6pm
Friday, August 21
Community Ice Cream Night @ 7pm
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
IN

SIIIIIYMPATHY

The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Russ Clark, who died on
June 24.
The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to the
family of Ray Miller, who died on
July 24.

W

IIELCOME

The Charlton family welcomes
our newest member, Joanne
Shover, who transferred in from
Calvary UMC.

Dear Charlton family,
Thank you for my beautiful birthday
cards and notes. I felt wrapped in
love and showered with blessings.

Love and hugs,
Jean Huff

Thank you friends and family of
Charlton Church for the graduation
gift card. It will be extremely helpful
in preparing for college in the fall.
This church has been a huge part of
my life and a great source of comfort
for a long time, and I couldn't have
gotten this far without all of you.
Love,
Danielle Judd

Dear Pastor Les and Charlton,
Thank you for being so kind and
caring for our family in the passing
of my father, Russ Clark. Dad loved
your little church and so do we.
Special thanks to your wonderful
folks who helped to prepare the
food.
Blessings,
Scott and Diane Clark
We hope you know how warmly you
are thought of and how much you
are appreciated for all of your
prayers. A lifetime is too short and
our warmest words too few to thank
all of you for your thoughtfulness
and prayers. You brightened our day
and touched our hearts. Thank you.
Love and prayers,
Leonard and Sharon Meckley

Thank you for your participation in
the 2019 Baby Bottle Blessing
Campaign. Your support makes it
possible for many mothers in our
community to have hope of a future
for themselves and their children.
We are excited to report that
Charlton UMC raise $596.60.
Thank You!
Linda Plummer, Exec. Dir.
We want to thank you for you gift of
$442 in support of our mission and
ministry. Your gift comes at a critical
time, as we continue to provide a
safe place for our children yearround. Thanks for your support.
Kyla Harvey, MSW
Executive Director
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You did it! Because of your efforts,
you donated 293 pounds of food to
thousands of children, veterans,
seniors, working families and
individuals facing hunger in central
PA. Your gift gets us one step closer
to that goal that "No one should be
hungry". Every month, the Central
PA Food Bank serves 140,000
individuals through a network of
more than 1,000 partner agencies
and programs.
Appreciatively,
Joe Arthur, Exec. Dir.
Neighborhood Center
From every child you've blessed with
livestock, medicine, food and Hope,
THANK YOU! You all are encouragers
and an example of James 1:27 If
you'd ever like to hear an update of
how the children are doing, I am
happy to share.

With love and gratitude,
Tanya, American Foundation
for Children w/AIDs
We at Allison Hill Community
Ministry would like to thank you for
your donation of $442 and for all
your past support. To update you,
we are now relocated at the Rock
Church at 1501 Market St. All our
programs are functioning at our new
facility. In fact, we were able to run
our Summer Celebration Day Camp
at the new church and we had a
greater number of kids. We had a
very successful program.
Sincerely,
Chryshai Baskerville
Assistant to the Director

We are ready for an exciting school year! We are adding another
session for 3 year olds this fall. We are now blessed to have 6
options for our community to choose from.
September will start off the school year with some fun activities
to transition into a preschool setting. Our Bible lesson teaches us
that God is with us all the time. Next, our classrooms will spend
time learning about each other and what makes each of us unique. Our Bible lesson will emphasize that God
made each of us in our own special way. We will finish the month with a unit on Apples. We will learn how
apples were a part of Adam and Eve’s bible story.
In October, we will learn about safety and community helpers. Our Bible lesson will teach us about God's
protection.
November is a great time to learn thankfulness. We will focus on fall and Thanksgiving, learning different ways
to give thanks to God. All classrooms will gather for a family-style feast before taking a Thanksgiving break to be
with family.
Some important upcoming dates include:
First Day of School — Wednesday, September 4
Open House — Friday, September 27
Sub Sale — Orders taken October 1 thru 14. Subs will be available for pick up Thursday, Oct 24th.
Our Music in Motion Class that launched in June has been a great success. This is a class for toddlers thru age 5
and their caregivers, who meet for a time of stories, singing and play. Music in Motion meets in the Crossroads
space on the lower level. There is a $5 fee per session.
Don’t forget that the church sells gift cards for Giant Foods, Karns Foods and Weis Markets to help support the
Charlton Preschool. You may purchase gift cards on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Desk or in the church
office. Checks should be payable to Charlton Church.
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DATES
TO REMEMBER

KIDs Club is our weekly gathering for children in preschool
through 5th grade. We meet Sunday mornings from 9:40 am
until 10:50 am. KIDs Club will continue with the Faithweaver
NOW curriculum, whose lessons are fun and interactive. The
adult Gathering class will also follow this curriculum. This
encourages meaningful conversations between parents and
children. All children from our church and community are invited to come and be part
of our weekly KIDs Club. In case you forgot, “KID” stands for Kids In Discipleship!

Sunday, Sept 8
KIDs Club Welcome
Friday, Sept 13
Kid’s Night Out

We are excited to announce that CHILDREN’S WORSHIP will be continue to be
available each Sunday during both services beginning Sunday, September 8.

Friday, Oct 18
Trunk or Treat

Our Kid’s Night Out also resumes in September. This monthly
gathering is an outreach to our community, and is for children
age 3 through 10. These monthly gatherings begin at 6:30 pm
and finish at 8 pm.
We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
helped make our Summer KIDs Camps a success. Since they
were so popular, Kids Night Out will follow a similar format
with a focus on the arts and sports.
Our September 13 gathering will have a sports them.
There will be NO Kids Night Out in October. Instead, please join us for Trunk or Treat
on Friday, October 18th from 6-7PM in the church parking lot.

Sunday, Oct 27
KIDs Club Fall Party
Friday, Nov 8
Kid’s Night Out
Sunday, Nov 24
KIDs Club Teacher
Thank You Brunch

Our November 8 gathering will have an arts theme.

2019 FALL

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Sunday, 8th and 22nd
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 6th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 3rd
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Saturday, 28th
Camp Out @ 8 pm

Sunday, 20th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 17th
Holiday Party @ 5:30 pm
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CHARLTON CHURCH
A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

5920 Jonestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112
www.CharltonChurch.org

C

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org

Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Rev. Dr. Les Towsey

Charles J. Kaufmann

Marianne Eagle

Trish Wagner

Pastor
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org

Director of Worship Arts
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Preschool/Children’s Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Tim Russell

Debra Hughes

Wendy Criste

Custodian

Nursery Attendant

Nursery Attendant

Martha Brown

Scott Pribanich

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Mark Malone

Lowman Henry

Caroline Allen

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?
Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
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