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My Grandad Phil Rasile was a WW2 combat vet, 

and when we were very small children he told 

us a few war stories so that we might have 

gratitude and appreciation for our freedoms in 

America. He was never harmed in the war, out-

side of the anguish of seeing his friends die 

ruthlessly. He was an 

Infantryman with 

a .30 caliber tripod 

machine gun that 

successfully warded 

off the Germans in 

Italy. Yes, my Gran-

dad made it home, 

thank God, but many 

of his friends and 

nearly 1.6 million oth-

ers were killed or be-

came WW2-POW’s…

they never made it 

back. 

Today there are many Veterans Posts and other 

organizations to help vets, including govern-

ment funding for sustenance. It’s the least we 

as fellow Americans can do for them. Many vets 

suffer from the trauma of war, and they never 

quite succeed in an occupation. Often times 

they become drug addicted and/or homeless. 

Many vets can be found in the shelters and 

subway tunnels , something the mental health 

society has assisted with in providing housing 

and care for them. But far too many are left un-

cared for, and this neglect by “fellow” Ameri-

cans is a stain on our society.   

One thing we can do is for the families of those 

who never made it back from the war is to re-

member them and honor their children who will 

carry on to tell the story of the warriors.  

The other, more im-

portant thing we can 

do is to win a vet to 

Christ. What a great 

honor and accomplish-

ment it would be to 

get a vet saved! It is 

the greatest gift we 

can give back to them 

for their dedication 

and service to America.  
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