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Jesus on the Emmaus Road , i ‘ e
“Did not our heart burn He talked with us by the way,
and while He opened to us the scriptures?” Luke 24:32
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A CRY FROM THE CROSS

why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why? why?

Clovis G. Chappell

(from Sermons From The Psalms)

Ps. 22:1; Matthew 27:46 “My, God my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?”

These words come to us out of a long gone past. We first
hear them from the lips of this ancient psalmist whose name
has been forgotten for many centuries. But he was doubtless
not the first to utter them. They have been either articulate
or inarticulate upon the lips of countless millions of
perplexed men and women as the years have come and gone.
Who among us has gotten very far into life without having
had wrung from us this tearful cry? This is a question that
has literally sobbed its way through the centuries. It is in a
sense an outcry of the race. It is as old as man. It is as new as
the pain of your own broken heart.

But as intensely human as is this question, we are
thoroughly startled to find it upon the lips of our Lord. Yet
as He hangs on the cross He takes these words from this
ancient psalmist and makes them the vehicle for the
expression of his agony. After terrible hours of suffering He
flings out this age-old question, “My God, my God, why?” In
fact, these words have become his very own. We tend to
forget that anyone ever uttered them except Him whose was
the tenderest heart that was ever broken and whose were
the purest lips that ever spoke. Surely it is our Lord who has
given to these words their immortality. Let us think of
them, then, not so much as those of a long dead poet, but
rather as the exceedingly bitter cry of the dying Son of God.
Of course, we cannot hope to comprehend them. We can only
pray that our imperfect glimpses may bring to us some
spiritual enrichment.

Upon the lips of Jesus these words have two striking
peculiarities.

1. Here Jesus addresses the Infinite by a name that He
has never used in speaking to Him before, nor does He ever
use it afterwards. When He flings out this question He
addresses the Eternal as “God.” “My God, my God,” He
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. E [ wouldnt want to have counted the number of
times I have asked God "WHY?" Each time 1 felt
? D guilty and questioned why I wasn’t able to accept
God's plan for my life without asking for reasons for
? l the events He deemed to send my way. Then one day
. God opened up Matt. 27:46 to me and [ suddenly
T realized that my precious Saviour asked that same
? question and God understood. And most especially
0 does Jesus understand for He felt the same things I
2 feel. Ttried to put it in words but wasn't pleased with
. R any efforts. Then quite unexpectedly (hy God's
leading) I came upon this sermon by Clovis Chappell
? I who was able to express my hearts feelings so
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cries. Now, the one word that He uses in speaking to God
everywhere else is “Father.” This, too, is the name by which
He most often speaks of God. When we hear Him for the
first time in the temple as a lad of twelve, He says, “Wist ye
not that I must be about my Father’s business?” When He
teaches us to pray He tells us to say “Our Father.” When He
would enforce upon us the reasonableness of prayer He does
so by reminding us of the fact that God is our Father. “If ye
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask Him"? The first
word He utters upon the cross is “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.” When the ghastly fight is
over His last word is, “Father, unto they hands I commend
my spirit.” Almost constantly did Jesus call God “Father” in
speaking of Him. Always and everywhere He did so when
speaking to Him, except here. Only here does He say “My
God.”

2. Then this text upon the lips of Jesus is peculiar
because it is a question that He addresses to God. This is the
lonely question, so far as the record goes, that Jesus ever
asked God during His entire earthly ministry. We are full of
questions. Jesus questioned only once. There were, of
course, times of conflict. There were times when He looked
at the will of God not without amazement that His Father
could so choose for Him. But always He accepted that will
without question. He never faltered in His faith that the
Father’s plan for Him was the best plan. Near the beginning
of his ministry He said in reply to a suggestion from his
mother, “Mine hour is not yet come.” By this He meant to
say “Henceforth the finger that points to the hour that I am
to act and the task that I am to do will be that of no human
hand. It will be that of my Father.” At the end of the journey
He prayed, “If it be possible, if there is another way, let this
cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou
wilt.” But here Jesus flings out a question.
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What does this Question on the part of Jesus indicate?

1. It indicates a sense of forsakenness. Jesus, for the
moment at least, has lost his vivid realization of the Divine
Presence. His Father seems no longer so real as He has been
in other days. Remember That Jesus up to this time had
lived His life in the most perfect realization of the presence
of God. What the greatest of the saints have experienced at
the transfiguration moments of their lives, Jesus experi-
enced continuously. To Him He was always closer than
breathing and nearer than hands and feet. To Him God was
always the supreme reality. How confidently He speaks of
this intimate association. “He that hath sent me is with me:
the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those
things that please Him.” When near the end of His journey
He said to His disciples with great sadness, “It shall come to
pass that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and
shall leave me alone.” Then He corrected Himself, “Yet I am
not alone. The Father is with me.” But now that Presence
that has been His very life seems to have withdrawn from
Him so that the deepest darkness He has ever known closes
over Him.

2. This cry also indicates perplexity. God’s strange
ordering of things left Him baffled and bewildered. For
mark you, this question is intensely real. Jesus never
degenerated into a mere actor. In everything He did there
was always perfect sincereity. When prayed He did not pray
simply to set us an example. He prayed because prayer was
for Him an absolute necessity. He could not keep spiritually
fit without it. When He was tempted His temptation was a
reality. If this is not the case, then His conflicts can be of no
help to us. They only mock us. In the battles that we have to
fight we may utterly lose our souls. If such is not the case
with our Master, then His struggles are worth less then
nothing to us. Jesus asked this question because He was
sorely perplexed. .

3. This question is born of a terrible agony. There was
agony of a dimmed realization of God. There was the agony
of bewilderment. There was the agony of physical suffering.
The cross was the most horrible torture that the fiendish
ingenuity of man ever devised. But the physical agony of our
Lord was as nothing in comparison with His spiritual
suffering. It was this that broke His heart. It was this that
wrung from Him this terrible question that sounds so little
like the shout of a victor and so much like the wail of one
whose dreams, instead of coming true, have only led Him
into the quagmire of desolation and death. “My God, why?”
This question was born of immeasurable heartache.

Now it is easy for us to understand a less vivid
realization of God on the part of ourselves. It is easy for us to
understand perplexity and agony on the part of ourselves.
But how are we to account for these in Jesus Christ our
Lord? It is not surprising that we sometimes have this
question wrung from our lips, but how can we account for it
upon the lips of Him who said, “He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father?” Of course, we cannot hope fully to answer
this question. At best we can but dimly grope.

But of this at least we may be sure. The agony, the
perplexity, the sense of forsakenness on the part of Jesus
was not due to His consciousness of the anger of God. He had
no such consciousness. The old idea that God the Father was
flinging the thunderbolts of His wrath at His Son is to us
unthinkable. God was never more pleased with Jesus than
when He hung on the cross. “God was in Christ reconciling
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the world unto Himself.” The perplexity and pain therefore
that wrung this cry from Jesus was certainly not born of any
anger or displeasure on the part of God the Father.

No more are we to assume that because Jesus uttered
this bewildered and agonized question. His faith had been
shattered by the torture through which He was passing.
While His realization of God is not so vivid as at other times,
His faith in God is still firm, triumphant, and strong.
Therefore He does not lapse into sullen silence. He believes
that there is One who sees and understands all that He
suffers. He believes that there is One who is able and willing
to make all things clear. He believes that God still lives. Not
only so, but He dares to claim this God as His very own. In
spite of His bitter agony, He cries, “My God.” Than He
proceeds to bring His perplexity up before Him and fling it
down at His feet in the faith that He doeth all things well.

Why then this sense of loss and bewilderment on the
part of our Lord? We find at least some light on the question,
I think, in this fact, that such bewilderment is inevitable if
He is to be fully identified with ourselves. The Word become
flesh. Jesus is one with us. “Wherefore in all things it
behooved Him to be made like unto His brethren.” Now
since He shares our nature, He must also share our
perplexities. And we have them—God knows. Strange and
bewildering sorrows often overwhelm us and we ecry,
“Why?” There are times when the pastor has this question
flung at him till he is heartsick with the bleak tragedy of it
all. There are those present even now who are asking it
through lips that are white and drawn with pain.

What answer can we make to these perplexed and
distressed souls? What have we to offer baffled men and
women who stand face to face with veils through which they
cannot see, and grim doors to which they find no key? Well,
we have this at least: We can offer a marvelous Saviour who
has walked just their road and who is, therefore, able to
enter into full sympathy with them. “For in that He Himself
hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succor them that
are tempted.” We can assure them that our Christ is not
angry with them because they question. He himself said
“Why?” We can assure them further that this Christ of ours,
when He was perplexed brought His perplexity to God and
that God did not fail Him, But brought Him through in
triumph. Then we can add with superb confidence this
crowning word: This understanding Christ is infinitely able
and infinitely eager to do the same for them, even the
weakest.

Finally this agony of bewilderment and perplexity on
the part of our Lord is the natural outcome of his
identification with us in our sin. He is the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world. There on the cross He is
being wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our
iniquities. There for love’s sake He who knew no sin is being
made to be sin for us. Now since He shares with us the
burden of our guilt, it is not only natural but inevitable that
He should feel that sense of forsakenness that comes from
the bearing of such a burden. His agonizing bewilderment is
born of His sharing the desolation of the sheep that had gone
astray. No wonder then the He cries, “My God, my God,
why hast Thou forsaken me?” But His very suffering wins
us. Lifted upon the cross, He draws all men unto Himself.
Therefore His cry of agony and seeming defeat becomes a
shout of victory. From this skull-shaped hill of grimest
failure He marches to the conquest of the world.

A.F. Report



Three Rows
of Six Digits...

Is This Revelation’s 666?

Bro. and Sis. Eugene Webster from Hudson, Wyoming,
have sent me several copies of the magazine “The Forgotten
Men” and I quote from the article * “The Beast* Has Been
Installed in Brussels’ from the February, 1974, issue the
following:

“The computer would assign each citizen of the world a
numbe'r to use for all buying and selling to avoid the problem
f)f ordinary credit cards. The number would be invisibly
lasex_'-tattooed' on the forehead or the hand. It would
provide a walking credit card system. The number would
show up under infra-red scanners to be placed at all check
out counters and places of business. Dr. Elderman suggests
tha.t by using three six-digital units the entire world could be
assigned a working credit card number. Could this be what
the Bible speaks of in Rev. 13:18?

We had an article on this in our last Report (Jan.-Feb.
1975, pg. 3). Please refer to it. Dr. Elderman is the Chief
Analyst of the Common Market Confederacy.

THE PASTOR’S WIFE
In the shadow of the parsonage stands a figure oft obscure
Just behind the faithful Pastor is his wife, devout and pure.

She is with him every moment helping make his work
progress

and you can’t discount her portion in his measure of success.

Oft behind the scene of action, often never seen or heard
Yet she stands forever ready just to give a helping word.

It is not in active service that her worth is really shown
But in bearing heavy burdens that to others are unknown

With encourgement and vision she must urge God’s servant
on

When the shadows are the darkest and his courage is almost
gone.

With her home forever open and her work quite never done
She is ever his Lieutenant in the battles fought and won.
Selected.

Deep Waters
As I go through deep waters or climb mountains steep,
The enemy forces each time there I meet.
But what of deep waters or mountains so high,
The steeper the mountains, the nearer the sky.
And as I press onward whatever I meet,
The stepping stones always under my feet,
grow stronger and firmer each step of the way.
Sufficient the evil for each passing day.
When trials are ended, the Lord says well done.
A good race for Jesus here you have run.
Such wonderful victory, such happiness there in that
beautiful country subline,
Where there’s no raging waters to cross and no mountains

high to climb. Ollie Summerfield
March, 1975

From the Superintendent’s Desk:

Greetings from the Apostolic Faith Bible College in
Baxter Springs, Kansas. Once again I would Like to bring
you up to date with the plans of the school and give you a
progress report on school finances.

Plans are coming along well with contracts being made
for a faculty for the coming term of school. I want you to
continue in prayer that the Lord will help us put the right
faculty together. We want only those who feel a burden for
this job.

We have secured the talents of a group of young people
to begin a tour the 10th of March. These are people you will
enjoy having in your church and home. Please pray for us
that we can be a spiritual blessing as we come to your
church. Our plans call for the Tri-State area of Kansas,
Missouri, and Arkansas beginning the 10th of March, for
two weeks. The last week of March we will be in the
Alabama—Mississippi area. The first three weeks of April
will be spent in the churches of the Texas—Oklahoma
Panhandle and Southwest Kansas. The last two weeks of
April in the South Texas Area. The first week of May in
South Central Kansas and then on to the Colorado,
Nebraska, Wyoming areas the second week. From there to
the West Coast the middle of May and then back through
Nevada and New Mexico the latter part of May. Letters are
in the mail to all interested churches and the date must be
confirmed by the pastor.

Those making this College Vibration Tour will include;
Superintendent Jack Cornell; Garold Oakes, Neosho,
Missouri; Rhonda Sanger, Elmwood, Oklahoma; Nyla
Smith, Meade, Kansas; Sharolyn Cox, Kingman, Kansas;
and Gayle Kendrick, Springfield, Missouri.

The following is a report on the finances of the school at
the time of this writing:

Building Fund Note due $8,654.00

Paid Feb. 24 7,200.00
Balance to Pay $1,454.00

This was due on February 23. Please do your part in
taking care of the Building Fund need.

General Fund Balance in Bank $1,400.00

We received a personal loan in January of $2,000.00 to
pay bills of the last 1Y/ months of Bible School. You can see
by the above statement we are still $600 short of repaying
this loan plus needed money to take care of bills in off
months of school. Please do your part in taking care of this
need.

I want to say thanks to all who have responded. Your
prayers and interest in the school is needed. Remember this
is your school. Stay behind it in all your efforts. We pray the
Lord to bless and repay each of you with His best blessings.

It is a pleasure to work with each of you for our School
and Movement. We want to be of service to you. Please hold
us up in your prayers.

God Bless You,
Jack Cornell, Supt.

New Arrival

CODY ALLEN FRY

was born /‘”L

Feb. 3, 8:10 a.m. 3

Wt. 8 LBS. 5 0Z. b _‘.,;’
Length: 202 IN. §

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fry Parents
Katy, Texas
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