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Notes from the Administrator…
Looking back over the work completed here at Laclede County Health Department, it seemed to be a
year filled with numerous administrative reviews, updates and adoptions. While we continued to
provide routine public health services to our residents, we also accomplished the following during
2016: Financial Services Review, 2013-2015 Agency Audit, Substance Abuse Policy Adoption, Social
Media Policy Adoption, Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) Designation Assistance, and the
continuing need to carefully watch and respond to legislative concerns affecting the work that we do
for our citizens.
Ensuring that I and my staff continue offering the highest level of public health care for those we
serve is my ultimate goal; however, also working to maintain the strong financial stability of our
agency ranks extremely high as well. Through very effective leadership of the Board of Trustees and
continued resourcefulness of the staff, we entered 2017 with a strong roll-over income and just
under $1 million in proposed expenditures.
As has been the case for the past several years, Missouri ranks 50th in per capita public health funding (Trust for America’s Health, Annual Public Health Funding Report). In the recent words of Dr.
Randall Williams, Director of Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services, “We in the public
health profession face an enormous challenge, and unfortunately we lack the resources needed for
such a herculean task.” He also adds, “...the words on the state seal come to mind—united we
stand/divided we fall.” Laclede County Health Department remains steadfast, and will stand united
to support and protect our community’s health to the very best of our ability.
Charla L. Baker, Administrator

Nursing & Office Support ............ 2
2016 Communicable Disease Report
.................................................... 2
Nursing & Education Statistical Report
.................................................... 3
Women Infants & Children ......... 4
WIC Client Caseload Chart .......... 4
Environmental Sanitation ........... 5
Environmental Sanitation Inspection Report
.................................................... 5
Contact Information & Photo ...…6

Nursing & Office Support Department
“One is never too old to learn”… During 2016
we educated ourselves and community about
the Zika Virus. While Zika has been a public
health concern for those in the southern
hemisphere, it was new to the United States,
and certainly Missouri. Several counties in
the state tracked residents who had contracted Zika Virus by travel association, and here in
Laclede County, we worked to effectively
communicate the risks, symptoms and protection against this virus, especially to those
most at risk.
We all come to a time in our lives when priorities change. After serving the Laclede County
Health Department for 41 years, 17 as Director of Nursing, Lois Curran, RN announced her
semi-retirement at the end of 2016. Her work

for our agency and those thousands of clients
she has cared for during her years of dedicated service will not be soon forgotten, nor able
to be matched by those that follow in her
footsteps. Over the years, Lois worked in
several programs including: Home Health
Care, Dental Program, Child Health Clinics,
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, Communicable
Disease Investigation & Management, Maternal & Child Health, Emergency Preparedness,
and the list goes on and on. In her semiretirement, Lois will continue to work on her
writing passion, and fulfill her 3-book publication series. We wish her the very best, and
appreciate being able to have her stay with us
on a limited basis.

“You make a living by what you get; you make a life by what you give.”
- Winston Churchill

2016 Communicable Disease Investigations
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Nursing & Education Statistical Report
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Who qualifies for the WIC Program:



Prenatal Women



Post-Partum Women



Infants



Children up to 5 years of age

Guidelines:



Missouri residency required



Income guidelines apply

WIC Client
Caseload
Chart
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Women Infants & Children (WIC) Department
The recent trend across the United
States is a decrease in the participation levels for the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
WIC Program. While there are various thoughts and opinions on the
cause, we find here in our region,
participants dislike the change from
2% milk to 1% or skim milk options.
While our caseload has seen a decline, during 2016 we served 14,506
clients from our annual contractual
total of 15,614. Our WIC staff implemented a client outreach plan and
will work to draw in those
county residents that may
not know about the WIC Pro-

gram, or may have not qualified in
previous years but now would. Promoting the benefits of breastfeeding
for infants and mothers is a strong
focus of WIC, where our initiation
rates continue to
exceed the
state
rates.

Environmental Sanitation Department
The end of 2016 marked the close of our second year enforcing the
Food Establishment Sanitation & Safety Regulation. As this regulation
assists us in being better partners with our food establishments and
vendors, it has come with areas of learning for all involved. According
to Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services monthly recall reports, 2016 had 617 total food recalls, with 204 recall product distribution in Missouri. These numbers alone show the importance and diligence that must be put into protecting the foods made available to our
state residents.
Food Establishment Inspections

2015

2016

Food Establishment Inspections

224

228

Retail Food Inspections

86

114

School Cafeteria Inspections

34

33

Complaint Inspections

12

13

Lodging Inspections

31

20

Daycare Inspections

20

19

Permits Purchased

18

28

Construction Permit Inspections

12

28

Final Construction Inspections

14

28

Complaint Inspections

3

3

116

168

Attended

8

9

Given

3

1

Food Truck Wrecks

3

8

Food Establishment Fires

0

1

Animal Bite Interviews

36

11

Rabies Specimen Testing

10

8

Food Recalls (Local)

1

9

It can be said that there are
four basic and primary
things that the mass of people in a society wish for: to
live in a safe environment,
to be able to work and provide for themselves, to have
access to good public health
and to have sound educational opportunities for their
children.
Nelson Mandela

General Sanitation

Sewage Sanitation

Water Testing
Laboratory Testing

Education/Training

Emergency Response

Communicable Diseases Investigation
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Public Health.
Better Health,
Better Missouri.

Laclede County Health Department
405 Harwood Avenue, Lebanon MO 65536
Nursing & Office Support—417-532-2134
Women Infants & Children—417-532-1271
Environmental Sanitation—417-532-3477
Fax—417-532-6095 or 417-532-1470
Toll Free: 1-888-806-6805
Website: https://lacledecountyhealth.com

https://www.facebook.com/Laclede-County-Health-Department-257944925015/

