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ÊÊÊÊErwinÊCoons,Ê ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊVeterans’ÊHealthÊCareÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ732-539-1383ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊed.carnes@verizon.net 

ÊÊÊÊÊRichardÊKnight  ÊÊÊFundraising  ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ732-688-9669ÊÊÊÊÊÊrskyone2@gmail.com 

ÊÊÊÊÊDanÊHigginsÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊCremains,ÊProductÊSalesÊ732-581-9715ÊÊÊÊÊdanielhiggins123@coccast.net 

ÊÊÊÊÊGregÊKucharewski E-mail,ÊPlayÊHook-e,ÊPTSDÊÊ732-429-9637ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊgkuchaeews@aol.com 

ÊÊÊÊÊJoeÊLeone  PTSD   609-577-7848 anamvet1969@gmail.com 

ÊÊÊÊÊAllenÊSaltzman  FundÊraising,Ê  646-261-2615ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊals mers@aol.com 

STATE COUNCIL DELEGATES 

ÊÊÊÊÊMichaelÊBerman,ÊDelegateÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPhilÊPesano,ÊAlternateÊDelegate 

ÊÊÊÊÊCarmeloÊBurgare a,ÊDelegate    ÊTonyÊCorbella,ÊAlternateÊDelegate 

ÊÊÊÊÊDanÊHiggins,ÊDelegate 

OTHER CONTACTS 

ÊÊÊÊÊMargaretÊWojciechowiczÊÊÊÊÊVVAÊNa onalÊServiceÊOfficerÊÊ973-297-3227Êmargaret.wojciechowicz@va.gov 

ÊÊÊÊÊBobÊParrellaÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊAVVAÊLiaisonÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ732-303-1689Ê bobpark4@aol.com 

ÊÊÊÊÊGregÊKucharewskiÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊWebÊMasterÊÊ  ÊÊÊÊÊ732-840-9197ÊÊ gkuchaerews@aol.com 

ÊÊÊÊÊCarolÊForceÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊBITWÊeditorÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ908-601-3132ÊÊÊ caf7881@gmail.com 

 



 
 

 

 

 

NOTES FROM CHAPTER 12 

Þ Please remember our fellow Chapter members, and their families in your prayers, as 
they con nue to face very serious medical condi ons 

Þ Please visit and “like” our Facebook  page, “Vietnam Veterans NJ Shore Area Chapter 
12” for info on what we are doing. 

Þ Please visit our CHAPTER WEBSITE—www.vvachapter12.net for photo albums, news 
le er archives, Chapter history. 

Þ Anyone needing a ride to the VA, please contact Ernie Diorio for  assistance.  If you 
are able to provide transporta on, please let Ernie know so the same people aren’t 
doing it all the me. 

Þ If you are looking for a fellow vet that you lost track of, or someone that you served 
with that might have informa on you need, please send it to us and we’ll put it in the 
monthly newsle er. 

Þ Check this link out if you need help with an appeal, or know a Vet that does.  Keep it 
moving, pass it on to other Vets you know: h p://www.vetsprobono.org/index.htm 

Þ Anyone wan ng to submit an ar cle, picture , or story, please send it to 
VVA12p@verizon.net or nivva12@gmail.com by the 25th of each month.  Anything 
received a er that will be placed in the  following month’s newsle er. (Make sure 
your ar cle can be verified. 

Þ We have been informed that in lieu of specific items to send to troops on deploy-
ment, gi  cards to the PX would be appreciated. The troops can get almost anything 
in the PX, but could use help via gi  card.  This is also a money and effort saver on 
our part.  Dona ons to the PX gi  care fund are being accepted. We are also switch-
ing from actual food to gi  cards for our food bank as this will be er serve our veter-
ans in need. 



  

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

 

 

 

 

Even though we have not had a mee ng in the past two months during July and August, 
our Chapter E board member were s ll out doing their job as always. 

On June 9th, Bob Lopez and myself supported our 30 volunteers from Hazlet Home Depot 
in our partnership of annual clean up of the Memorial. 

The Memorial tour guides gave a great tour for all the Home Depot volunteers. 

On June 16th,  the Cremains commi ee interned 14 Veterans and 1 spouse. That has put 
us over a 100 Veterans that we have interned, see Rich Gough’s a er ac on report. Next 
internment is schedule for Sept 8, 2022 at 1300hrs.  

Thanks to our friends from the Home Depot Hazlet, we were able the received a grant to 
con nue with our Cremains program. Many thanks to Kim, Eric and Lisa for their help in 
filing Home Depot Home new grant programs. 

On June 26th, the Chapter had hosted the VVA State council mee ng at VFW 4303. This 
mee ng under new business was elec on of Officers for State Council, congratula ons to 
our new State Council President Phil Pesano, Mike Quilty,  and Regional Director Allen 
Saltzman Guard Carmelo Burgare a. 

On July 11th, myself and 10 Chapter memorial tour guides a ended a Thank You lunch-
eon for our friend for 12 years Sarah Taggert, Director of the Memorial. Sarah was a main 
pillar for the Memorial and will be missed by all. It was agreed by three Chapter Board 
members that we present her with a dona on check of $300.00 just a li le thanks for all 
her hard work over the years 

On July 12 I received a call from Eric of Home Depot in Hazlet that our friend Kim the 
store manager was able to get us a $2000.00 Grant for our cremains program. 
 

 

 



 

President’s Message (continued) 
 

 

I hope that a number of you had answered Bud Force email?  Reques ng HELP Needed. 
Thanks to Rich Knight and is drive his was able to get Chapter 12 a spot at the Ocean Ital-
ian American fair free.  We have purchased Poppies and flag for our membership poppy 

drive. 

On August 9 thru August 13, I a ended VVA Na onal Leadership Conferences in Greenville 
South Carolina which I always fine very educa onal and helpful. 

On September 16 Chapter 12 will be a li le busy, I accepted the request from the NJVVMF 
to be the Color Guard for this year’s POW/MIA and Gold star Service at the memorial 
11:00am. 

District 6 Gold Star Luncheon will be held on October 1st, at 1:00 at Post 1333.  

 

Mark your calendar: September 7, 2022 at 4:00pm Chapter 12 mee ng. 

 

“Like the song goes “SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER” 

 

The Colonel 



 

 

VA Secretary's Statement on the Signing of 
the PACT Act 
 

"The PACT Act is a historic new law that will help VA deliver for millions 
of Veterans — and their survivors — by empowering us to presumptively 
provide care and benefits to Vets suffering from more than 20 toxic ex-
posure-related conditions. It will also bring generations of Veterans into 
VA health care, which will improve Veteran health outcomes across the 
board. 

We at VA are ready to implement the PACT Act and deliver for toxic-
exposed Veterans and their survivors. If you think you might be eligi-
ble for PACT Act benefits, here’s what you need to know: 

· You can apply for PACT Act-related benefits now by filing a claim at 
VA. 

· As President Biden announced at the bill signing, we are making all 
23 presumptive conditions in the PACT Act eligible for benefits effec-
tive today, August 10. 

You can learn more about the PACT Act by visiting VA.gov/PACT or call-
ing 1-800-MyVA411. 

Thank you to all of the Veterans, survivors and family members who 
fought tirelessly to make this day possible, and thank you to President 
Biden for keeping our nation’s promise to those who served. We at VA 
will stop at nothing to make sure that every Veteran and every survivor 
gets the PACT Act-related care and benefits they deserve." - VA Secre-
tary Denis R. McDonough 



VIETNAM VETERANS AMERICA 
IMMEDI-
ATE RE-
LEASE  
August 2, 
2022  
No. 22-8 

Contact:  
Mokie Porter 301-996-0901  
 

VVA Applauds Passage of PACT Act of 2022  
 

(Washington, D.C.) — “This evening, the Senate voted and passed 
the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our PACT Act, 
and while this bill is not perfect, it is the long-overdue action we 
have needed which will allow veterans of so many generations to 
receive the care and treatment for the toxic wounds of war with-
out having to endure the mistrust and denials that the Vietnam 
generation of veterans were forced to endure,” said Jack 
McManus, National President, Vietnam Veterans of America. 
“Now we must ensure that the law is implemented in a quick and 
just manner. 
“For over 40 years, VVA has steadfastly advocated for veterans 
living with chronic illnesses resulting from toxic exposures during 
their service,” said McManus. “All veterans have earned the com-
prehensive relief this bill offers them. For our aging Vietnam vet-
erans, the speedy passage of this bill is especially important, not 
only for the care they desperately need, but as an acknowledge-
ment the country recognizes and honors their service. 
  
  
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) is the only national Vietnam veter-
ans organization congressionally chartered and exclusively dedicated to 
Vietnam-era veterans and their families. 



 

 

 

 

Vets can apply for all PACT Act benefits now a er VA speeds up lawÊ 

Veterans Affairs officials are now accepting claims for all presumptive illnesses included in the massive tox-
ic exposure legislation signed into law last month, including cases concerning burn pit smoke and carcino-
genic chemicals that were not scheduled to go into effect for several more years.  Source:  Vets can apply 
for all PACT Act benefits now after VA speeds up law (militarytimes.com) 

The military’s sexual assault problem is only getting worse 

More incidents, less reporting, plummeting confidence in the system to get justice ― those are the take 
aways from the Defense Department’s most recent annual sexual assault prevention and response re-
port, released Thursday.   For years, officials have couched increases in sexual assault reports by claim-
ing that survivors are becoming more comfortable with reporting, but for 2021, that math doesn’t bear 
out. Source: The military’s sexual assault problem is only getting worse (militarytimes.com) 

VA Disability: Clearer Claims Processing Guidance N

For decades, Veterans Affairs has denied most disability claims by Vietnam veterans for 3 conditions as-
sociated with exposure to herbicides like Agent Orange. These conditions—which involve nerve damage, 
skin cysts, and blistering—must have manifested within 1 year of service in Vietnam for VA to presume a 
connection between the condition and exposure.  Sources:  GAO-22-105191, VA DISABILITY: Clearer 
Claims Processing Guidance Needed for Selected Agent Orange Conditions; Pub. L. No. 116-315, § 2011, 
Comptroller General briefing and report on repealing manifestation period for presumptions of service 
connections for certain diseases associated with exposure to certain herbicide agents and 
VVA  Resolution AO-17 - Remove One Year Cutoff Date For Chloracne, Acute/Subacute-
peripheraNeuropathy,ÊPorphyriaÊAndÊCutaneaÊTardaÊ 

VA extends temporary hardship suspension for benefit debts 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans Affairs is extending its financial hardship suspension on 
benefit debts through Dec. 31. This relief option, established to help Veterans through the COVID-19 pan-
demic, was set to expire Sept. 30.  Source: VA extends temporary hardship suspension for benefit debts 

  



 

 

 



Missing In America Project 
 

www.miap.us 
 

AFTER ACTION REPORT 
BG William C Doyle Veterans Cemetery 

   Wrightstown, NJ 

   JUNE 16, 2022 
 

The 1430 hr. ceremony was held at the shelter area.  We interred 14 veterans and 1 spouse: 

Filmore A Fergusson   US Navy   WWII 
Joseph Fucci     US Army   WWII  
Edward Eriksen    US Army   WWI 
Richard D Dixon    US Army    Korea 
John J Feehan Sr      US Navy    Vietnam 
John J Stasik     US Army    WWII 
Anthony P Saeea    US Army   WWII 
Hugh Allan Jr.      USMC   Korea 
Donald B Jamieson    US Army    WWII 
William N Lutz     US Navy   WWII 
George Urbanowiccz      US Navy   WWII 
Edward E Tompkins    US Army   WWII 
Frank S Krulikowski    US Army   WWII 
John J Nelson    US Army AF    WWII 
Margaret Duda    Spouse of PVT Theodore Duda 
 

What started out to be a horrendous rainy day unfolded just in time to make our ceremony a dry 
comfortable day. The ceremony was attended by a large number of Chapter 12 members and their 
sister VVA chapters. Also in attendance were representatives from Manalapan Veterans Advisory 
Committee, Sons of the American Legion, AUSA, our MIAP Virginia Representative,  as well as 
members of many VFW and American Legion Posts.  Patriot Guard Riders, Rolling Thunder Rid-
ers, Jester Highway Riders, and American Legion Riders were all represented.  As always, we 
were honored to have the participation of the Monmouth County Sheriff's Office Color Guard along 
with many members of the Monmouth County Sheriffs and Correction Officers. We were especially 
honored by the attendance of Col. Yvonne L Mays, Deputy Adjutant General, NJ Dept. of Military 
and Veterans Affairs and members of her staff.   



 
 

Missing In America Project 
 

www.miap.us 
 

AFTER ACTION REPORT 
    BG William C Doyle Veterans Cemetery 

   Wrightstown, NJ 

   JUNE 16, 2022 
 

 

 

Echo taps was played by the Freeman family and bag pipes were provided by the 

Allan family.  Acting Chaplain Bob Hopkins gave the memorial speech as well as the 

closing remarks about our responsibility as veterans to never leave a fellow veteran 

behind, whether on the battlefield or on the shelf of a funeral home.  We would like 

to thank Jacqueline Ryan Home for Funerals for their continued cooperation, the 

Covered Bridge Senior Community wood shop for making the urns and Home Depot 

for donating the wood and supplies. Thank you should also be extended to the staff 

at the BG William C Doyle Cemetery, whose dedicated cooperation was invaluable. 

 
 

For the Committee 

Richard Gough  

 



 



“Play HOOK-e” From PTSD 
By Greg Kucharewski 

 

Our Military Honored 
Disabled Kid’s Smile & Fish 

 

 
View pictures at VVAChapter12.net 

 
On August 27, 2022, veterans, active-duty military personnel and disabled youngsters along with 

their families enjoyed a fun day at Ponderosa Estates Farm, Millstone, NJ to catch and release fish at Lake 
Julianna. The goal of the fishing day was to offer special needs children and disabled veterans a day to fish 
and feel the health benefits of getting in touch with nature while making good memories.   

   Don Marantz, Event Chairman, Vito Cardinale, Cardinale Enterprises LCC, and Randy Johnson, 
Laurita Winery provided a fun filled day for all in attendance. Over 450 attendees enjoyed the festivities at 
Lake Julianna.   

As children and veterans arrived at the event, they were greeted by the Play HOOK-e welcome team 
volunteers that provided instructions for the day, welcome bags, loaner rods/reels, toys for children, KWTGF 
youth tee shirts, and goodie bags. Corporal Philip A. Reynolds Detachment Marine Corps League, Freehold, 
NJ helped set the tone for a patriotic fishing event by providing a Color Guard and trumpet/music. Members 
of the 514 Mobility Wing helped gather families for the opening ceremony. During the opening ceremonies, 
our host Vito Cardinale stated: “this is the “Welcome Home” that our Vietnam Veterans never received”  and 
we are here to honor all our service men and women every year at Ponderosa Estate Farm. 

New Jersey State Police provided mounted Troopers on horseback, K-9 demonstrations, and a fly 
over to salute our military heroes. Members of the Armed Forces Heritage Museum conducted demonstra-
tions for youngsters, and they also had an opportunity to ride in a vintage military vehicle. 
More than 40 fishing volunteers were available to assist children and veterans that came to fish.  Veterans 
attending the event also helped youngsters cast a line. Participants had the use of loaner fishing rods and 
reels, rigs, and Spring Lake Freezer Bait Company made sure there was plenty of worms for catching fish. 
“NJ Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs” certified instructors Mike and Debbie Bennett of Boating Education 
and Rescue provided fishing tips and bait rod/reel trailer. Helping Hands of Jackson provided food, pony 
rides, and ice cream from Jackson PAL ,Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Heroes On The Water, Jersey 
Shore Surfcasters, Newark Bait and Fly-Casting Club, New Jersey Beach Buggy Association, Hudson River  



Fishermen’s Association, Berkeley Striper Club, NJ State Federation of Sportsmen Clubs, Trout Un-
limited, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 12 all helped children and disabled veterans’ fish.  

Youngsters enjoyed pony rides, friends and family of Mr. Cardinale served food to everyone in at-
tendance at the BBQ area, Red Express Pizza, and Helping Hands of Jackson provided breakfast sandwiches 
for our volunteers. We thank our gracious hosts and all the volunteers that assisted to make the  6th Annual 
Play HOOK-e KWTGF and Take a Veteran Fishing Day a great success. 

Many organizations/businesses contributed and came out to volunteer their  time, NJ DEP Fish and 
Wildlife, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen Clubs, Pro Tapes C.O.R.E., Big Brother Big Sister,  
BEAR Environmental Educators ,  NJ State Police, Hamilton Station, Millstone Fire Department,  Boy 
Scouts, Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, The Fisherman Magazine , Bogan's Brielle Bait & Tackle, Ga-
briel CO., Jersey Hooker Outfitters, Betty & Nicks B&T, The Tin Man Lures, Grumpy’s B&T,  Reel Seat 
B&T, Pell’s Sport and Fish, Boating Education and Rescue, Central Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club Warrior 
Program, MA 22, Recalibrate, Jersey Shore Surfcasters, New Jersey Elks, Trout Unlimited, Ducks Unlim-
ited, Shore Surf Club, Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club, Hudson River Fisherman's Association, New Jer-
sey Beach Buggy Association, and several other volunteers/veterans organizations.   
Contributors: Cardinale Enterprises LLC. family and friends, Randy Johnson Laurita Winery, P & W Ser-
vices, Dunkin Donuts, Military Support Alliance of NJ, Associated of Builders and Contractors of NJ, East 
Gate Nursery, Bill- Jim Construction Co., SFC Enterprises, Bimbo Bakery, Top shelf nursery, My 3 Sons 
HVAC, Circle Chevrolet, Village Donut Shop, Pizza Express Wood Fire Pizza/Blackie’s Welding Service, 
Model Military, First Commerce Bank, Phinas Farms, Magnakron, Rosetto realty, PDS Engineering,  Joint 
Base McGuire 514th Air Mobility Wing, Tom Zapcic Photography, MA22 Operation Hook It, DR Horton 
builders, Sea Coast, Helping Hands of Jackson, Phil's Tree Service,  Mrs. USA, Red Wagon Farm Stand, 
Spring Lake Freezer, Teddy Bears By the Seashore, Bagel Bistro, Suggs Nicholas Shea Inc, Jersey Coast An-
glers Association, Marine Corps League, Vietnam Veterans of America Shore Area Chapter 12.  Donations 
were also received from individuals, and we graciously thank all that contributed.  We regret there are to 
many contributors to mention in this article. 
 

 
 



SUPPORT LOCAL TACKLE DEALERS 
We recently visited local tackle dealers to setup our Play HOOK-e display and inform veterans and 

their families about our “Play HOOK-e from PTSD” programs. All our Play HOOK-e veterans are encour-
aged to shop at local tackle dealers. Most tackle dealers offer discounts to veterans.      Tackle Dealer 
List>> 

Veterans that stopped by our table received a welcome gift bag supplied by Vietnam Veterans of 
America Shore Area Chapter 12 and Jersey Coast Anglers Association. We informed veterans about our 
JCAA newspaper and Play HOOK-e by-monthly newsletter. Many thanks to participating tackle dealers for 
supporting our magnet campaign and allowing us space to speak to veterans at their business. If your busi-
ness would like us to setup a Play HOOK-e Go Fishing display, please email Greg at the email address be-
low. 

During September and October, we are offering veterans with PTSD an opportunity to relax for a 
few hours by the water and visit natural calming areas. If you would like to experience saltwater and fresh-
water fishing, we have a short one-to-one fishing program to get you outdoors to fish and boat. Connect 
with nature at Lake Julianna, LZ- 64, Island Beach State Park, and other open spaces. To schedule a day 
and time, please email Greg @ gkucharews@jcaa.org   

   
NJ FREE FISHING DAY 

 
The Hooked on Fishing-Not on Drugs Program's Youth Fishing Challenge statewide event will take 

place on the state's second Free Fishing Day, Saturday, October 22, 2022, when no license is required to 
fish regardless of age. This fall, think about becoming a HOFNOD instructor. New Jersey HOFNOD facili-
tator workshops are hosted by the DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife it is well worth the time to learn crea-
tive aquatic activities to teach youngsters the importance becoming environmental stewards. This workshop 
is a great learning experience. If you are interested in attending a NJ HOFNOD workshop, please phone or 
email Liz Jackson, NJ HOFNOD Coordinator Phone: 908- 637-4125 x 122 email: 
liz.jackson@dep.state.nj.us   

Rebecca’s Quilts of Valor Presentation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Central Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club Warrior Parade 
 

. The annual Wounded Warrior Parade/Escort will take place this year on the morning of Saturday, 
October 8, 2022, starting at the Jackson Township Justice Complex.ÊÊThe lineup will begin at 9  a.m. with the 
parade starting at 9:30 a.m. This year marks the 14th Annual Wounded Warrior event hosted by the Central 
Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club located on South Stump Tavern Road in Jackson.ÊWarriors will be escorted by 
members of the Township Police Department, Township Volunteer Fire Companies, Jackson Township First 
Aid Squad, various motorcycle groups, as well as many other volunteers to show support for these veterans. 
Contact Al Dolce if you would like to attend. 732-637-7881 

 



 

 

 

Picture from our school program we will be doing our first school November 7 
of this year Manalapan High School  

 

 

 

FAREWELL LUNCHEON FOR SARAH 



Richard Knight at work Italian-American fes val Oakhurst with 
helpers Bobby Lopez and Sue Barre  

HOME DEPOT CLEAN-UP 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New 988 Veterans Crisis Hotline: VA announced veterans 
now have the option to Dial 988 then Press 1 to connect 
with caring, qualified responders for 24/7 crisis assistance. 
“During a crisis, every second counts,” said VA Secretary 
Denis McDonough. “This new, shorter number makes it eas-
ier for veterans and those who care about them to reach life-
saving support without having to be enrolled in VA benefits 
or health care.” While Dial 988 then Press 1 is a new option 
for contacting the Veterans Crisis Line, the original number, 
1-800-273-8255 and press 1, remains available, and individ-
uals can make contact via chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net/
Chat or by texting 838255. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Veteran, 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is proposing changes to the VA Schedule for Rating Disabili-
ties specifically pertaining to the respiratory, auditory and mental disorders body systems. The 
proposed updates to the rating schedule for these conditions will enable VA to incorporate mod-
ern medical data and terminology to provide Veterans with more accurate and consistent deci-
sions. Veterans who currently receive compensation for a service-connected condition in these 
body systems will not have their disability rating impacted when the VA Schedule for Rating Disa-
bilities is updated. Updating the rating schedule allows Veterans to receive decisions based on 
the most current medical knowledge relating to their condition.  

By incorporating modern medical data in the assessment of disabilities and how they impact 
earning capacity, Veterans will receive evaluations which more accurately compensate them for 
their service-connected disabilities. Proposed updates include:  

Modernizing the evaluative rating criteria for sleep apnea, using developments in medical 
knowledge to evaluate it based on its responsiveness to treatment, bringing the rating criteria for 
sleep apnea more closely in line with the stated purpose of the rating schedule. 

Evaluating tinnitus (ringing in the ears) as a symptom of the underlying disease which causes it, 
rather than as a stand-alone disability. 

Evaluating mental health conditions based on a more robust and holistic approach that assesses 
how impactful the disability is to cognition, interpersonal relationships, task completion, life ac-
tivities and self-care. Additionally, the proposed evaluation criteria include a 10% minimum evalu-
ation for having one or more service-connected mental health conditions and will no longer re-
quire “total occupational and social impairment”ÊtoÊa ainÊaÊ100%Êevalua on. 

 No change to a Veteran’s current rating would occur due to these proposed changes. If the pro-
posed changes are finalized, Veterans who currently receive compensation for a service-
connected condition can apply for increased compensation, but no reductions shall be made un-
less an improvement in the Veteran’s disability is shown to have occurred. The public has 60 
days to provide comments to VA regarding the two proposed updates via the Federal Register 
notices located here and here.  

Thomas J. Murphy Director, Northeast District  

Performing the Delegable Duties of the Under Secretary for Benefits 



 

 
 
 
 

RSDSA NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 
FOURTHÊÊANNUALÊFLAMEÊOUTÊ–ÊAÊWALKÊTOÊEXTINGUISHÊRSD/CRPS.Ê 
AsÊweÊemergeÊfromÊtheÊCovidÊPandemicÊlifeÊisÊreturning,ÊinÊsmallÊsteps,ÊtoÊanÊevolvingÊnormal.ÊWhatÊhasn’tÊ

changedÊisÊtheÊneedÊtoÊsupportÊtheÊReflex Sympathe c Dystrophy Syndrome Associa on. ThisÊyear’sÊgoalÊisÊ$15,000 
ÊOurÊdaughter,ÊJudy,ÊsuffersÊfromÊaÊdisabling,Êchronic,ÊneuropathicÊdisease,ÊRSD/CRPS.ÊMisfiringÊnervesÊsendÊ

con nualÊpainÊsignalsÊtoÊtheÊbrain.ÊTheÊMcGillÊPainÊIndexÊclassifiesÊRSDÊasÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊpainfulÊdisorders,ÊrankingÊasÊ
highÊasÊ46ÊoutÊofÊ50.ÊItÊranksÊhigherÊthanÊtheÊpainÊofÊchildbirthÊandÊkidneyÊstones.ÊItÊhasÊbeenÊdescribedÊasÊmoreÊpain-
fulÊthanÊamputa onÊofÊaÊfinger,ÊwithoutÊanesthesia.ÊRSDÊpa entsÊlikenÊitÊtoÊyourÊskinÊbeingÊonÊfire,ÊwithÊnoÊrelief. 

ThereÊisÊpresentlyÊnoÊcureÊforÊtheÊdisease.ÊAsÊanÊOrphanÊdisease,ÊthereÊisÊli leÊincen veÊforÊpharmaceu calÊ
companiesÊorÊtheÊmedicalÊcommunityÊtoÊaddressÊtheÊunderlyingÊcausesÊorÊexploreÊtreatmentÊop ons.ÊOnlyÊawarenessÊ
andÊeduca onÊofÊtheÊmedicalÊprofessionÊandÊtheÊpublicÊwillÊresultÊinÊresearchÊandÊtreatmentÊop ons.ÊThatÊisÊwhereÊ
RSDSAÊcomesÊin.ÊAsÊtheÊonlyÊNa onalÊadvocate,ÊforÊoverÊthirtyÊyears,ÊtheyÊneedÊyourÊsupport.ÊPleaseÊjoinÊusÊasÊourÊ
PainÊWarriorsÊstepÊoffÊtoÊrememberÊthoseÊwho,Êdaily,Êba leÊthisÊinsidiousÊdisease.ÊYou’llÊmeetÊsomeÊofÊtheÊbravestÊ
andÊmostÊinspiringÊpeopleÊyou’llÊeverÊcomeÊinÊcontactÊwith.ÊThisÊyear’sÊwalkÊisÊdedicatedÊtoÊtheÊmemoryÊofÊStephanie 
Theresa Smith,ÊwhoÊsuccumbedÊtoÊtheÊravagesÊofÊthisÊdiseaseÊonÊOctoberÊ4,Ê2021. 

 
DATE:   Sunday,ÊSeptemberÊ18,Ê2022Ê(rainÊorÊshine) 
TIME:   9:00Êa.m.Êpre-registra on.ÊWalkÊstartsÊatÊ10Êa.m.Ê 
WAIVER:  AllÊpar cipantsÊmustÊsignÊourÊwaiver. 
LOCATION:  JoeÊPalaiaÊPark,ÊDowÊAve.ÊandÊWhalepondÊRd.,ÊOakhurst,ÊN.J.Ê07755Ê(entranceÊclosestÊ

toÊDealÊRoad,ÊbyÊtheÊbandshell). 
ONLINEÊREGISTRATION:  
REGISTRATIONÊFEE: $25Ê–ÊAdultÊandÊChildrenÊoverÊ12 
   $10Ê-ÊÊChildrenÊ12ÊandÊunder 
   $30Ê–ÊDayÊofÊwalkÊregistra on 
 
YouÊcanÊregisterÊand/orÊdonateÊatÊh ps://secure.qgiv.com/event/flameout/.ÊIfÊyouÊfeelÊthatÊyouÊwillÊnotÊbeÊ

ableÊtoÊpar cipateÊinÊtheÊwalk,ÊweÊaskÊthatÊyouÊmakeÊeveryÊeffortÊtoÊdonate.ÊRSDSAÊneedsÊfundingÊtoÊcon nueÊitsÊmis-
sion.ÊIfÊyouÊprefer,ÊyouÊcanÊsendÊaÊcheckÊmadeÊoutÊtoÊRSDSA,ÊtoÊVietnamÊVeteransÊofÊAmerica,ÊChapterÊ12,ÊPOÊBoxÊ
276,ÊAllenhurst,ÊN.J.Ê07711.ÊWeÊwillÊrecordÊtheÊdona onÊandÊforwardÊitÊtoÊRSDSA. 

 
VietnamÊVeteransÊofÊAmerica,ÊChapterÊ12,ÊOakhurst,ÊhasÊalreadyÊsignedÊonÊasÊaÊSponsor.ÊAddi onalÊSponsorsÊ

areÊwelcome.ÊForÊinforma on,ÊcontactÊusÊatÊ732-531-2574ÊorÊherc3000@aol.com.ÊWeÊthankÊyou,ÊinÊadvance,ÊforÊyourÊ
support.ÊLet’sÊmakeÊthisÊaÊmemorableÊday.ÊÊLinda,ÊBob,ÊJudy,ÊDana,Ê&ÊCharlieÊ 

 
 

 



 

Greenville Leadership Dinner 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

World War 2             72,293             North Korea    5 Americans 

Korean War                7,530               South Korea   7 Americans 

Vietnam War               1,582 

Cold War                      126 

Gulf Wars                         5 

El Coronado Canyon       1 

Total   POW/MIA 's       81,537 

ReportÊSubmi edÊby” 

Bucky Grimm, POW/MIA Commi ee 

 At present, more than 81,500 Americans remain missing from WW2,the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, the Gulf Wars, and the El Coronado Canyon. 
Out of the more than 81,500 missing 75% of the losses are located in the Indo-
Pacific, and over 41,000 of the missing are presumed lost at sea ( i.e. ship losses, 
known aircra  water losses, etc. Below are the numbers of missing as of August 

       POW/MIA REPORT  

       September  2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the term gold star originate? During World War I, families dis-
played small banners with a blue star for every immediate family mem-
ber serving in the armed forces. If their service member died in service, 
the family replaced the blue star with a gold star. The gold star let the 
community know that their service member died or was killed while 
serving their country. 

Today, the nation recognizes gold star survivors in several ways to show 
its deep gratitude, including: 

· Designating the last Sunday of September as Gold Star Mother’s and 
Family’s Day 

· Recognizing April 5 as Gold Star Spouses Day 

Authorizing the Gold Star Lapel Button 
These buttons are a symbol of the nation’s appreciation of a service 
member’s sacrifice to country and service, allowing us to honor and 
recognize the families of these brave men and women. To learn more 
about the Gold Star Lapel Button and how to honor gold star families: 

EvenÊthoughÊgoldÊstarÊfamiliesÊhaveÊexperiencedÊaÊgreatÊloss,ÊtheirÊ esÊ
toÊtheÊmilitaryÊcommunityÊremainÊstrong.ÊTheirÊmilitaryÊnetworksÊareÊ
dedicatedÊtoÊsuppor ngÊthemÊ 

 



 
Chapter needs to recruit AVVA members to carrier on our Legacy.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello my fellow men and women Vets!  

 

My name is Dennis Champ I am giving guitar lessons for Veter-
ans at two locations. These lessons are free, if you don’t have a 
guitar I can supply one for you.  

 

On Tuesdays I am at the Manalapan Community Center 114 RT 
33 at 11:30.  

 

On Thursdays at 10 AM at the Jackson ELKS Lodge East Veter-
ans Highway, Jackson.  

 

If you are interested you can contact me anytime 
at dsclnc1953@gmail.com or 732-239-6288.  You are never to 
old to learn, come on out and have some fun and meet other 
Vets. Looking forward to hearing from you.  

 

Thanks, Dennis   



 

AgentÊ OrangeÊ
Zone 

Filing a VA claim for disability compensa on 

Disability compensation benefits are a monthly, tax-free payment to Veterans who were injured, sustained a 
long-term illness or experienced a worsening medical condition during their military service. 

In addition to compensating Veterans whose disabilities incurred while serving in the military, Veterans may 
also be granted compensation for specific post-service medical conditions that arose because of their mili-
tary service. Known as presumptive disabilities, these conditions may not have arisen in service but may be 
granted as service-connected because its occurrence can been linked directly to military service. 

VA recently added new medical conditions to a growing list of presumptive disabilities, which you can 
view here. These conditions can be presumed to have occurred because of an exposure to Agent Orange, 
ionizing radiation, and service in the Gulf War. 

How to file a claim for disability compensation 

The COVID-19 pandemic has not halted the claims process. Veterans can still file claims, and VA is still pro-
cessing them. VA recommends filing a claim online, but it can still be done in person or through the mail. To 
get started, visit the VA disability compensation webpage and follow the steps listed below. 

Step One: Prepare documents before starting your application 

Gather any evidence, documentation and/or required forms that support your claim before beginning your 
application. This might include: 

· A completed Application for Disability Compensation and Related Compensation Benefits Form (VA 
Form 21-526EZ), 

· Private medical records related to your condition, and/or 
· Military personnel records 
 
You must include both the required and (if necessary) supplementary documents or your application will be 
voided. In some cases, you may need to turn in one or more forms to support your claim. 

Step Two: File your claim 

There are three ways to file a claim: online, in person (with a VA representative, or with a Veterans Service 
Organization) or through the mail. Online applications are simple and easy to complete. You can access the 
application by visiting the Application for Disability Compensation and Related Compensation Benefits 
webpage, then sign into your VA.gov account (or create a new account at the ID.me website). You can save 
your progress online for up to one year before the application expires. 

If you do not have access to a computer or internet device, VA also accepts printed disability claim applica-
tions that can be filed either in person or through the mail. In person applications can be submitted to your 
local VA regional office. Visit VA.gov/find-locations to find a VA regional office in your state. If you wish to 
mail your application, please do so by sending it to the following address: 

 



 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

Claims Intake Center 

PO Box 4444 

Janesville, WI 53547-4444 

Step Three: VA will review your claim and notify you of its decision 

VA may require a few months to make a decision on claim applications. The time it takes to review 
your application depends on three factors: 

· The type of claim filed 
· How many injuries or disabilities claimed and how complex they are, and/or 
· How long it takes VA to collect additional evidence needed to decide your claim. This evidence 

may include service treatment records, service personnel records, private and federal treat-
ment records, and compensation and pension exams. 

 

Once your disability claim application has been reviewed and all required documentation has been 
received, VA will decide on your claim and send you a notification letter of its decision. The notifi-
cation letter will include specific details regarding the decisions made on your claim. You can ex-
pect to receive your notification letter 7 to 10 business days after a decision is made. Please con-
tact a VA call center if it does not arrive within this period. 

Step Four: After you receive a decision 

You may ask for a second review if you are not satisfied with VA’s decision. Veterans who filed a 
claim on or after February 19, 2019, may choose from three application review options. The first, 
a Supplemental Claim, allows you to add new and relevant evidence (that VA doesn’t already 
have). The second, a Higher-Level Review, asks for a senior reviewer to examine your case. This 
option does not allow you to edit or add to your current application. And lastly, a Board Ap-
peal requests a Veterans Law Judge with the Board of Veterans’ Appeals to review your applica-
tion. 

If you have any questions or concerns before, during or after submitting a request to have your 
decision reviewed, please visit the VA Decision Reviews and Appeals website. 

For more information 

Life comes with plenty of challenges, but ensuring the wellbeing of you and your family should not 
be one of them. Visit VA.gov to learn more about VA benefits and services. 

If you wish to learn more about the claims process, visit the Vantage Point blog platform to keep 
up to date on disability claims and benefit eligibility requirements. 

For more general information on the VA disability compensation and the process, click here. For 
more on eligibility, click here. You can also watch this video series produced by the Office of Infor-
mation and Technology (OIT). 

To request additional help filing a disability claim, learn more about accredited representatives or 
contact a VA regional office near you to speak with a counselor by calling 800-827-1000. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Pilot VAVS Program 

“Courtesy Transporta on” 

 

VA New Jersey Health Care System is seeking contribu ons of Uber 
gi  cards for Veterans 

in need of transporta on assistance. 

Uber services will be offered to Veterans that are not eligible for 
beneficiary travel and have no means of transporta on home. 

Uber gi  cards are now available na onwide. 

Any ques ons regarding this special need, please contact Voluntary 
Service at 

908-604-5814. 


