American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, Texas 78652-0314
512-656-7410
Date: February 2018
Subject: Minutes of Membership Meeting, 7 February 2018
Commander Phillip “Phil” Johnston led the invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, and the
recitation of the Preamble to the American Legion Constitution.
He then called the meeting to order at 1900 hours.
Guests and new members were introduced. Commander Johnston introduced the two
speakers for this evening, Judge Mike Denton and Jillian Marie Shrader. He then asked
that visitors and guests be introduced table by table.
Executive Committee Reports
Commander Johnston noted that there were handouts on the tables, a copy of tonight’s
agenda, the Post’s February newsletter, and brochures about the annual golf
tournament. He then asked for participation and volunteers in the activities in support of
the golf tournament.
Membership Chairman Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore reported that our Post now has 141
members. We gained two new members who signed up at dinner.
Commander asked Floyd Clark for the Adjutants report. He said minutes of previous
meetings have been coordinated and made a motion that they be approved and posted
on our Web Page. Motion was seconded and passed.
At-Large Officer High School Scholarship Chair and Boys/Girls State Committee Chair
Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried reported that his report is well covered in the Post’s
Newsletter. He said there was nothing to add.
At-Large Officer Veterans Scholarships Committee Chair, Charitable Donations
Committee Chair Clyde W. Walls (former Commander) reported on Veteran Student
Scholarships. He said the Executive Committee approved nine $2,000 scholarships for
next academic year, and that additional information is in the Post’s newsletter.

Commander Johnston said that high school scholarship applicants must be active
participants in high school Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps program at Aikens,
Bowie, Hays or Lehman high schools.
Commander Johnston concluded Executive Committee reports by saying we still have
two positions open: Chaplain and High School Oratorical Committee Chair.
Commander Johnston recessed the meeting for dinner and reconvened at about 1945
hours.
Commander Johnston introduced our first guest speaker Judge Mike Denton whose
background is attached to these minutes.
He told us about creating and presiding over the Travis County Veterans Court. Some
veterans returning from active duty have particular problems that need creative
concepts to solve.
Commander Johnston then asked At-Large Officer Veterans’ Scholarships Committee
Chair Clyde Walls to introduce our next speaker, who is a recipient of our Veterans
Scholarships, Jillian Shrader. Her partial biography is attached to these minutes. She
told us of her recent educational trip to Europe, and thanked the Post membership for
the opportunity. She is returning UT to continue her education. Following her talk
Clyde Walls presented her scholarship check for $1,000 for this semester.
Commander Johnston introduced Legionnaire Rebecca Larson who is a member of the
UT Student Veterans association. She thanked the Post members for the Veterans
Scholarship program and asked the student veterans who were present to stand up.
Eight veterans stood. She told the audience about their proposed function at the end of
this academic year. It is be on 5th street, just East of IH35.
Legionnaire Rebecca made a motion that the Executive Committee support the Student
Veterans Association function on May 16th. The motion was seconded and passed
unanimously.
Sergeant-at-Arms Larry Hohl conducted the raffle.
Announcements
Commander Johnston announced that:
The next Executive Committee Meeting will be on March 7th.
The next Membership Meeting will be April 4th.

The Golf Tournament will May 10th, with planning meetings on the 20th of each month
between now and then:
Feb 20th Tuesday at 5 pm to 6:30 pm
Mar 20th Tuesday at 5 pm to 6:30 pm
Apr 20th Friday at 5 pm to 6:30 pm
Commander Johnston gave the benediction.
Commander Johnston conducted closing ceremonies, and adjourned the meeting at
2037 hours
Respectfully submitted:
Floyd Clark, Adjutant
Attachments:
1. Commander’s Agenda.
2. Notice of the Deaths of Fred McCarthy, Fritz Ervin Dahlke and George Lewis.
3. Email from Treasurer Tom Harder indicating that he had submitted registration
documents to renew the Post’s Non-Profit Corporation status within Texas.

Addendum to Minutes
During the interval between the 3 January 2018 Executive Committee Meeting and the 7
February 2018 Membership Meeting, events occurred that need recording:
1. It was announced that the 10th District Convention will be on April 7, 2018 in Lockhart
Post 41, Agenda will be announced later.
2. Finance Officer Tom Harder resubmitted paperwork, and a check, which renewed our
Non-profit Corporation status with the Texas Secretary of State. See attached.
3. An email vote by the Executive Committee members unanimously approved an
investment of a portion of our money in savings with Velocity Credit Union. See
attached.
4. Finance Officer Tom Harder’s Post Financial Report of January 2018.
5. Results of Executive Committee email vote to proceed on specific investment decisions.
6. Announcement that the Post lost one of our members, a WWII veteran. George Lewis, a
10 year member of the Post passed away on January 10.
7. Special information that will, hopefully, assist our service officers in helping veterans.

American Legion Post 326
General Meeting - 07 Feb 2018 - Agenda
1900

Invocation (uncover), Pledge of Allegiance, Preamble to our Constitution

Meeting is called to order; Confirmation that we have a quorum
Introduction of guests & new members (by table)
Minutes from most recent Executive Committee meeting

Floyd Clark, Adjutant

Executive Committee Reports - please refer to the February Newsletter at each table
1st Vice Commander
Ken Roe
Finance Officer
Tom Harder
Golf Tournament Co-Chairmen
Phil Johnston & Ken Roe
Membership Chairman; Historian
Bob Pillmore
Adjutant
Floyd Clark
H/S Scholarships; Boys/Girls State
Dr. Ron Stried
Vets Scholarship; Charitable Contributions Clyde Walls
Sergeant at Arms
Larry Hohl
Chaplain
TBD
Please Uncover and enjoy your meal
Reconvene the meeting
Guest Speaker - Honorable Mike Denton
Judge Denton presides over the Travis County Veterans Court, as well as Travis County Court Law number 4 for
Domestic Violence. He began his career by graduating from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1973.
After completing his military service in the U.S. Army, he went on to the University of Texas Law School, graduating
in 1984.
Judge Denton speaks regularly for enhancing and continuing education on judicial skills in domestic violence cases,
as well as an advocate for veterans in the criminal justice system. He has given presentations on State Judicial
Domestic Violence in Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New York,
and Washington and regularly attends conferences, such as the NDAA Annual Domestic Violence Conferences.
Additionally, he has served as Co-Chair of Travis County Family Violence Task Force and as President of Criminal
Law and Procedure Section and was a Volunteer for the Austin Rape Crisis Center.
Student Veteran Jillian Shrader
We are pleased to hear from Student Veteran Jillian Shrader. She has returned from her fall classes at the Sciences
Po in Paris, France and will be joining us at our February general membership meeting. Jillian has enrolled at UT for
the spring semester.
Announcements & Upcoming Events
 Next Executive Committee Meeting is on Wednesday, 3rd of March at 1630 at the OCC
 Next General Meeting is on Wednesday, 4th of April at 1800 at the OCC
 Golf Tournament will be held on Thursday, 10th of May with registration at 0700
Raffle
Larry Hohl, Floyd Clark
Closing Prayer (uncover)
Final Comments & Adjourn the Meeting

Attached to Post’s Membership Meeting Minutes of 7 February 2018
Judge Mike Denton
Judge Denton currently presides over the Travis County Veterans Court, as well as Travis
County Court Law number 4 for Domestic Violence. He began his career by graduating from
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in1973. After completing his military service in the U.S.
Army, he went on to the University of Texas Law School, graduating in 1984. Judge Denton
speaks regularly for enhancing and continuing education on judicial skills in domestic violence
cases, as well as acting as an advocate for veterans in the criminal justice system. He has given
presentations on State Judicial Domestic Violence in Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois,
Louisiana, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New York, and Washington. He regularly attends
conferences such as the NDAA Annual Domestic Violence Conference. Judge Denton has also
served as Co-Chair of Travis County Family Violence Task Force, President of Criminal Law
and Procedure Section, and has volunteered for the Austin Rape Crisis Center.

Jullian Marie Shrader
Jillian served in the USAF with the rank of Senior Airman, serving in the Intelligence Squadron
as a Cryptologic Language Analyst for three years and three months. She was awarded the
Meritorious Unit Award, AF Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal, and the AF Training Ribbon. Jillian is attending the University of
Texas. After graduation she plans to get her law degree and then go back to active duty in the
Air Force. She is striving for a B.A. in International Relations & Global Studies and Asian
Studies. Jillian’s husband, Justin, is currently serving in the U.S. Marine Corps and stationed at
Fort Gordon, Georgia. Jillian is currently spending her fall semester studying in France at
Sciences PO. She plans on returning to Austin for the spring 2018 semester and will be
attending the University of Texas. Jillian also spends time volunteering for AISD as a tutor for
Afghan Refugee Children and fostering abandoned dogs for Austin Pets Alive, when in Austin.
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I am sad to report that we have lost three members since our last newsletter:

Fred McCarthy passed away on December 30, 2017. Fred was active in the Post, serving as
Commander in the period of 2003-2004 and as Chaplin more recently. He led an interesting life
having been a B-24 copilot in WW2, a Roman Catholic priest for 15 years, and an attorney until
he retired in 1991. He and his wife Leora, have been active in the Post for 19 years and a
member of the Legion for 24. Fred’s obituary is available on the website, attached to the
minutes of the January 2018 Executive Committee minutes.

CMSGT Fritz Ervin Dahlke (Retired), 80 of Mountain City, TX passed away on December 1,
2017, after a brave battle with Leukemia. Fritz was born November 10, 1937 to George and
Elsie Dahlke in Schwelline, Germany. In 1951, his family immigrated to Omaha in 1957 and also
received a Business Degree from Park College. Fritz served his country honorably in the USAF
for 28 years and received numerous commendations and awards. He was stationed at various
state side and overseas bases. He retired from Bergstrom AFB on August 1, 1985. He then
worked as a USAF Civil Servant from 1986-2006 at Randolph AFB.
Fritz met the love of his life Jewel Louise Mollenkopf and they were married on June 27, 1959.
They celebrated 58 years of marriage this past June. They were blessed with 2 children.
Survivors include his wife; Jewel, daughter; Carolyn and husband John Matthews, son; Ron
Dahlke, five grandchildren; Heather Miller, Cara Miller, Matthew Miller, Ellary Dahlke, Erich
Dahlke and wife Jen. siblings; Charlotte Jensen, Irene Wilson, Eddie Dahlke of Omaha and
many numerous nieces and nephews.
Fritz was a proud American and flew his flag daily. He served graciously at Bethany Lutheran
Church. He loved his family, dancing, traveling and gardening. He will be forever missed.
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The Post has lost another of its WWII vets. George Lewis, a 10 year member of the Post passed
away on January 10. A memorial service will be held on February 13 at 1:00 PM at the CookWalden Chapel of the Hills funeral Home at 9700 Anderson Mills Drive, Austin, Texas 78750.
I did not know George, and his obituary was very brief. A video of photos cataloging his life
was attached to his obituary. It can be viewed at the website below:
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/statesman/obituary.aspx?n=george-olewis&pid=187920930&fhid=4301
Provided by Bob Pillmore, Post Historian and Membership Chairman
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Tom Harder <tomharder57@sbcglobal.net>
To
Phil Johnston Floyd Clark
CC
James (Jim) Stolp
Today at 4:55 PM
Dear Phil/Floyd/Jim,
Today, I resubmitted our A. L. Post 326 registration papers to renew our Non-profit Corporation
status with the Texas Secretary of State File Office with a check for $5.00. The paperwork had
to be modified to list three (3) Corporate Directors in addition to the list of Executive Committee
Members. I listed you and myself as the three Corporate Directors (Post 326 Commander,
Adjutant, and Finance Officer).
Renewal will be required again in late 2020 or early 2021.
Best regards, Tom Harder
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Phil Johnston <pjcougar@twc.com>
To
Bill English Bob Jordan Bob Caudill Bob Pillmore Carl Becker and 6 more...
Today at 1:33 PM

Gentlemen,
The voting via email has unanimously approved an investment of a portion of our money in
savings with Velocity Credit Union. Section 4 of our By-Laws provides specific guidance and
limits for such an investment (as noted below). I am aware that not all of the members of the
Executive Committee are “voting members” however I felt that it would be a good idea to obtain
inputs from each of you.
Post By-Laws (excerpt)
Section 4. Post 326 investment funds will be managed by an investment sub-committee under
the Post Finance Officer. Investments will be restricted to include government and government
agency bonds, Corporate bonds at least one notch above investment grade (i.e. and SI&P rating
of BBB or above), foreign sovereign bonds rated AA or above, insured municipal bonds and up
to 30% in equity mutual funds or exchange traded funds (ETFs). Investments will be diversified
with no more than 15% in any one fund or issue.
So, this email needs to be incorporated into minutes of our discussions on this topic and the
Finance Officer (Tom Harder) is hereby authorized to complete the actions to make an
investment of no more than 15% of the total amount of money assigned to investments in an 18
month Certificate of Deposit with Velocity Credit Union prior to the 27th of January 2018. Post
326 has close to $100,000 in savings and investments. Late in 2017 we moved $78,000 from
RiverStone Wealth Management account to Velocity Credit Union.
For the purposes of this investment approval we need to follow the Section 4 requirement which
means no more than 15% of about $100,000 shall be in any one fund or issue. This results in a
figure of no more than $15,000 that can be invested. Specific documentation related to this
investment shall be obtained and made a part of the ongoing financial records for the Post.
If there is a minimum investment amount that exceeds the $15,000 then the investment is no
longer approved.
Regards,
Phil Johnston
Commander
American Legion Post 326
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Tom Harder <tomharder57@sbcglobal.net>
To
Phil Johnston Clyde Walls Ken Roe Bob Jordan Larry Hohl and 6 more...
CC
Jim Stolp Tony Nuccio
Today at 4:33 PM
Dear Friends,
This is the Finance Report for January of 2018. According my current records, the balances for our three
accounts are as follows:
Operating Fund = $12,918.68
(January had 6 checks issued totaling $2,541.20 with 1 deposit totaling $234.00.)
Scholarship Fund = $8,500.00
(January had 10 checks of $500 issued to freshman university students totaling $5,000.00.)
Golf Tournament Fund = $1,178.60
(January had 4 checks issued totaling $787.36 with 5 donation deposits totaling $700.00.)
With Executive Committee approval, I moved $15,000 of our Velocity Credit Union (VCU) Savings
Account cash into a 1.45% interest rate,18-month, government-insured, Certificate of Deposit maturing on
July 23, 2019. Instead of generating only $10/month interest (0.02% rate on $78,000), this C.D. will
generate an additional $12.16/month interest. I have been acquiring information from several financial
institutions to help us with additional conservative investment options for our $63,026 in the VCU Savings
Account.
There is still about $21,000 invested at Riverstone Wealth Management that will gradually be moved to
our Savings Account at VCU during 2018.
If you have questions regarding any of this data, please call me before January 6th. I will not be
attending the General Membership Meeting on January 7th.
Best regards for the new year,
Thomas L. Harder
Finance Officer for Post 326
(512) 656-7410 or 280-0093
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Phil Johnston <pjcougar@twc.com>
To
Bill English Bob Jordan Bob Caudill Bob Pillmore Carl Becker and 6 more...
Today at 10:59 AM

As of Saturday morning at 10:50 am I have received YES votes for eight members of the
Executive Committee. I would like to receive votes from Tom Harder, Bob Pillmore, Bob
Caudill, and Carl Becker to ensure that everyone votes on this investment decision. If I have
inadvertently entered an incorrect answer for you, please call me ASAP and let me know.
Phil Johnston
Tom Harder
Bob Jordan
Clyde Walls

√
√
√

Ken Roe
Bob Pillmore
Ron Stried
Carl Becker

√
√

Floyd Clark
Larry Hohl
Bob Caudill
Bill English

√
√
√

√ means “YES” to proceed with the recommended investment of $78,000 with a Velocity Credit
Union 18 month CD. This vote is in direct reference to the Tom Harder email sent out last week
which indicates that Velocity Credit Union has an 18 month CD with a return of 1.45% which
needs to be taken advantage of by January 27th 2018.
N means “NO” = none received so far.
Regards,
Phil Johnston
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Phil Johnston <pjcougar@twc.com>
To
Bill English Bob Jordan Bob Caudill Bob Pillmore Carl Becker and 6 more...
Today at 9:10 AM
From: Ted Weeks [mailto:tlwmci@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2018 9:26 PM

For God and Country,
Teddy Weeks
10th District Commander
(214) 207-0857
----- Forwarded Message ----From: Ruiz Robert <3divisionhub@gmail.com>
To: 10th District Commander Ted Weeks <tlwmci@yahoo.com>; 10th District Hubmaster Al Banzer
<a.banzer@sbcglobal.net>;
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2018, 8:25:07 PM CST
Subject: Veteran Mental Health Resources
Please distribute to all the Posts…

This is good information to know.

Trump Signs Order to Improve Mental Health Resources
for Transitioning Veterans
By Terri Moon Cronk DoD News, Defense Media Activity
PRINT | E-MAIL | CONTACT AUTHOR
WASHINGTON, Jan. 9, 2018 —
Transitioning service members and veterans can now receive up to a year of mental health care
from the Veterans Affairs Department after discharge from the service, according to an executive
order President Donald J. Trump signed today.
The order, “Supporting Our Veterans During Their Transition From Uniformed Service to Civilian
Life,” directs the Defense, Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security departments to develop a joint

action plan to ensure the 60 percent of new veterans who now do not qualify for enrollment in health
care -- primarily because of a lack of verified service connection related to the medical issue at hand
-- will receive treatment and access to services for mental health care for one year following their
separation from service.
“We look forward to continuing our partnership with the VA to ensure veterans who have served our
country continue to receive the important mental health care and services they need and deserve,”
said Defense Secretary James N. Mattis.
“We want them to get the highest care and the care that they so richly deserve, and I've been
working very hard on that with [VA Secretary David J. Shulkin] and with everybody. It's something
that is a top priority,” the president said. “We will not rest until all of America's great veterans receive
the care they've earned through their incredible service and sacrifice to our country.”
Shulkin noted that as service members transition to veteran status, they face higher risk of suicide
and mental health difficulties. “During this critical phase, many transitioning service members may
not qualify for enrollment in health care,” he said. “The focus of this executive order is to coordinate
federal assets to close that gap.”
Three-Department Approach
The three departments will work to expand mental health programs and other resources to new
veterans in the year following departure from uniformed service, including eliminating prior time limits
and to:
-- Expand peer community outreach and group sessions in the VA Whole Health initiative from 18
Whole Health flagship facilities to all facilities. Whole Health includes wellness and establishing
individual health goals.
-- Extend DoD’s “Be There Peer Support Call and Outreach Center” services to provide peer support
for veterans in the year following separation from uniformed service.
-- Expand the DoD’s Military OneSource, which offers resources to active duty members, to include
services to separating service members to one year beyond service separation.
Serving Their Country
“The Department of Homeland Security is where many veterans find a second opportunity to serve
their country — nearly 28 percent of our workforce has served in the armed forces, in addition to the
49,000 active-duty members of the United States Coast Guard,” said Homeland Security Secretary
Kirstjen M. Nielsen.
“This critically important executive order will provide our service members with the support they need
as they transition to civilian life,” she added. “These dedicated men and women have put their lives
on the line to protect our nation and our American way of life, and we owe them a debt we can never
repay. We look forward to working with the VA and DoD to implement the president’s [executive
order].”
In signing this executive order, Shulkin said, the president has provided “clear guidance to further
ensure our veterans and their families know that we are focusing on ways to improve their ability to
move forward and achieve their goals in life after service.”

(Follow Terri Moon Cronk on Twitter: @MoonCronkDOD)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Bob Gear
Director, Texas Veterans Leadership Program
101 East 15th Street, Room 504FT
Austin, Texas 78778
Office: (512) 936-6024
Cell: (512) 466-7867
Email: bobby.gear@twc.state.tx.us
Translate Your Military Skills and Find jobs at:
https://texasskillstowork.com/
Translate your military resume to civilian resume
http://www.onetonline.org/
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email, including attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, or
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender
immediately and destroy all copies of the original message.-Robert Ruiz
3rd Division Hubmaster

